
As we com m em ora te M a y 1 , we h ave th e

g rea t ta sk of u n itin g th e wid est n u m ber of

workers to a d va n ce econ om ic stru g gl es a n d

fig h t th e a n ti-worker a n d a n ti-peopl e Du terte

fa scist regim e.

Th is yea r's M a y 1 com m em ora tion is m a d e

m ore sig n ifica n t by ou r cel ebra tin g a few d a ys

l a ter, on M a y 5, th e 200th birth a n n i versa ry of

th e g rea test com m u n ist tea ch er Ka rl M a rx.

M a rx wa s th e first to expou n d on th e prol eta ri-

a n id eol og y. For m ore th a n a cen tu ry a n d a h a l f

n ow, M a rxism h a s gu id ed th e workers in th eir

econ om ic stru g gl es a n d in a d va n cin g th e re-

vol u tion a ry stru g gl e to en d th e system of wa g e

sl avery. M a rxism evol ved in to M a rxism -Len in -

ism -M a oism over th e th ree ph a ses of th e epic

stru g gl e between ca pita l ism a n d th e prol eta ri-

a n revol u tion .

Let u s reca l l th e h istoric stru g gl es a rou n d

th e worl d for th e eig h t-h ou r workd a y, ju st

wa g es, a n d th e rig h t to orga n ize u n ion s, to

strike a n d oth ers. M ost im porta n tl y, l et u s

com m em ora te th e 1 00th a n n i versa ry of th e

Grea t Prol eta ria n October Revol u tion in Ru ssia

wh ich esta bl ish ed th e d icta torsh ip of th e pro-

l eta ria t a n d paved th e wa y for seven d eca d es

of su ccessfu l socia l ist revol u tion s a n d con -

stru ction s in on e-th ird of th e en tire worl d .

Th e bou rg eoisie h owever d efea ted th e pro-

l eta ria t a n d restored ca pita l ism in Ru ssia ,

Ch in a a n d oth er cou n tries. Th e socia l ist re-

vol u tion in th e en tire worl d h a s been set ba ck.

N everth el ess, its a ch ievem en ts in el im in a tin g

expl oita tion a n d socia l prog ress con tin u e to

in spire workers a n d th e toi l in g m a sses to per-

severe a l on g th e revol u tion a ry pa th . Worsen -

in g form s of ca pita l ist expl oita tion u n d er n eo-

l ibera l ism on l y d eepen th eir a spira tion to see a

resu rg en ce of n ew d em ocra tic a n d socia l ist re-

vol u tion s in th e en tire worl d .

I n th e Ph i l ippin es, th e workin g m a sses bea r

th e bru n t of th e perm a n en t crisis of th e sem i-

col on ia l a n d sem i-feu d a l system . Th eir con d i-

tion s h ave ra pid l y worsen ed u n d er Du terte. H is

d ecl a ra tion s of bein g a "socia l ist" a re h og -

wa sh . I n tru th , h e is a n ti-worker a n d pro-ca pit-

a l ist. H e keeps workers' wa g es l ow to en tice

foreig n investors. Th e N CR m in im u m wa g e

(₱51 2 per d a y) for in sta n ce d oes n ot even cov-

er h a l f of wh a t a fa m il y of six n eed s to l i ve d e-

cen tl y (₱1 ,1 71 per d a y). Th e u n em pl oym en t

crisis h a s fu rth er worsen ed with th e m a ssa cre

of over 630,000 jobs l a st yea r. Every d a y, th ou -

sa n d s a re sti l l forced oversea s to fin d work. H e

is a m en a bl e to exten d in g th e workd a y th rou g h

th e fou r-d a y workweek sch em e. H e n egl ects

workers' wel fa re a n d sa fety sta n d a rd s in th e

workpl a ce. Th e pol ice a n d m il ita ry a re u sed to

su ppress workers a ssertin g th eir rig h t to u n i-

on ize a n d strike.

U n d er Du terte, workers h ave n o oth er

ch oice bu t to trea d th e pa th of m il ita n t

stru g gl e. Th ou sa n d s of u n ion s n eed to be rees-

ta bl ish ed . Dem ocra tic stru g gl es m u st be a r-
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d en tl y a d va n ced . Workers' stru g gl es m u st be ig -

n ited in th ou sa n d s of fa ctories a n d oth er work-

pl a ces.

Ou r ta sks in th e cu rren t period a re cl ea r.

Form th e broa d est u n ity a m on g th e Fi l ipin o

workin g m a sses a ga in st th e U S-Du terte regim e

to fig h t its a n ti-worker a n d a n ti-peopl e pol icies

a n d prog ra m s. At th e sa m e tim e, l ea d in u n itin g

th e Fi l ipin o peopl e to isol a te, fig h t, a n d

overth row th e U S-Du terte regim e--th e

n u m ber on e en em y of th e

Fi l ipin o peopl e.

Bu i l d th e broa d est u n ity of

th e workin g m a sses a ga in st

th e U S-Du terte regim e's tyra n n y

a n d terrorism . U n ite with th e

pea sa n t m a sses in th e cou n trysid e in th eir

a n ti-feu d a l stru g gl es a n d in th eir fig h t a ga in st

th e fa scist a tta cks in th eir com m u n ities. Pu bl i-

cize in th e cities a n d u rba n cen ters th e bom b-

in gs, en croa ch m en t, tortu re, a rrest a n d d eten -

tion , th eft, a n d oth er form s of h a ra ssm en t

com m itted by th e Arm ed Forces of th e Ph i l ip-

pin es (AFP) u n d er Opl a n Ka pa ya pa a n .

J oin th e Com m u n ist Pa rty of th e Ph i l ippin es!

Th e com m u n ist pa rty is ou r pol itica l pa rty. I t is

u n ited by M a rxism -Len in ism -M a oism , th e id eo-

l og y of th e prol eta ria t. I t is th e con cen tra tion of

th e cl a ss in terest of workers. I t i l l u m in a tes th e

pa th of stru g gl e to en d th e reig n of th e oppress-

in g a n d expl oitin g cl a sses a n d to bu i l d th e pol it-

ica l power of th e prol eta ria t.

Workers, ta ke u p a rm s a n d becom e Red com -

m a n d ers a n d fig h ters of th e N ew

Peopl e's Arm y! Th e peopl e's a rm y

wa s esta bl ish ed by th e Pa rty to

wa g e a rm ed stru g gl e a n d sm a sh

th e a rm ed a g en ts of th e ru l in g

sta te. Th e protra cted peopl e's wa r

is wa g ed to ga th er stren g th in th e

cou n trysid e a n d su rrou n d th e u rba n cen -

ters u n ti l i t ca n overth row th e rea ction a ry

cl a sses a n d esta bl ish d em ocra tic peopl e's

power a cross th e cou n try.

Th e peopl e's d em ocra tic revol u tion h a s been

a d va n cin g for fifty yea rs n ow. Th e victories th a t

it con tin u es to a ccu m u l a te gi ve th e Fi l ipin o

peopl e th e h ope th a t th e com pl ete victory

n eed ed to crea te a free a n d prosperou s fu tu re

wi l l be a ch ieved .
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