
Call to Azanian Revolutionaries: 

Link Up With The RIM! 
Azania has erup:ed. I'he rcac-

l i o n a i y white settler regime rul ing 
South A f r i c a today is incrcn.-incly 
on pol i t ica l ly rocky g r o u n d , w i t h 
few options ahead aside I ro in stil l 
greater repression. H o w m u c h 
longer unt i l a revolut ion really is in 
the m a k i n g , unt i l conscious forces 
fully emerge anil analyse t he revolu
t ionary sil nation and class relations 
there a.s part o f f i rmly seizing hold 
o f the o p p o r t u n i t y at. hand. . . th is is 
a question that revolutionaries and 
communists worldwide are asking as 
they watch with anticipation and j o y 
another pi l lar o f imperial ism under 
serious assault. '1 he revolutionary 
.stirrings in Soulh A f i ica represent a 
very welcome development for the 
proletariat and one to support 
wholeheartedly. However, they are 
also cause for .soberly assessing the 
strengths and weaknesses o f our 
class, the international p r o l c i a i i a l . 
in the class si niggle raging there. 

'The condit ions are ripe for fann
ing the flames o f rebellion in ihis 
struggle for national l iberat ion . 
A l t h o u g h tear ing d o w n S o u t h 
Africa is long overdue, now both the 
regime's pol i t ica l crisis and the 
struggle by (he masses cont r ibut ing 
to it are assuming broader and 
deeper dimensions than past up
surges. Kul more , much more is re
qui red . In pa i t i cu lar , conscious 
forces must step forward lo form a 
vanguard party , based on Marx i sm • 
Lenin ism-Mao Tscrung I 'hought, 
which can ful ly grasp and act upon 
the social contradictions unraveling, 
train the advanced political elements 
surging f o r w a r d , and lead the a r m 
ed struggle against the enemy 
towards the seizure o f pol i t ica l 
p o w e r — o n behalf o f the interna
t ional proletar iat . 

"I he revolut ionary masses are 
capable o f making giant forward 
strides in the quickened tempo and 
polit ical ly charged climate o f battle. 
Bui LO lead this in a revolut ionarv 

direct ion and not 1.0 a muidcrous 
setback, which the wolves o f reac-
l i o n already show s i g i i N o f prepar
ing , the guiding pol i t ical forces must 
s e e k to replace the part ia l i rut lis 

gained so far wi th the revolutionary 
science. M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m - M a o 
T.sctung Thought . A n d in pait icular , 
the development o f l l i e Revolu

t ionary Iniernal ional is i Movemenr 
can be o f inmiea .Mirahlc assistance in 

l his. Many o f the elements needed to 
forge a correct line to victory already 
exist in the Declaration of the. 
R cvu in i ion ury //; tern a t io n a li.s t 
Movi'ineni. The key lines ofdemar-
cation and critical summation o f ex
perience ii delineates are crucial to 
being able lo formula ic a specific 
analysis and programme 10 guide the 
Azanian revolut ion through twists 
and turns to v ictory . 

Mao's statement dial ihe correct
ness o f ideological and pol it ical line 
determines everything was not a 
moral i n j u n c t i o n . A n d neither is the 
urgency 10 embrace the revolu
t ionary line forged by the K I M and 
apply it tocondkions in South A l nc<t 
cry ing out for revo lut ion . 

As i h e Declaration w a r n s , 
" h i s t o r y d e m o n s t r a t e s the 
bankrupicy o f an 'anti- imperial ist 
f r o n t ' (en similar ' revolut ionary 
f ront ' ) which is n o t led by a Marxist -
Leninisl party, even when such a 
front or forces w i t h i n i i adopt a 
' M a r x i s t ' (actually pseudo-Marxist) 
co loura t ion . \Mi i le such revolu
t ionary formations have led heroic 
.struggles a n d e\n delivered p o w e r 

ful blows to t h e imperialists they 
have been proven to be ideological
ly and organisationally incapable, o f 
resisting imperialist influences. L'\cn 
where such forces have seized power 
they have been incapable o f carrying 
through a thorough-going revolu
t ionary t rans format ion o f society 
and end up . sooner or later, being 
over thrown by the imperialists or 
themselves becoming a new reac

t ionary rul ing power in league w i t h 
imperial ists . " : 

W h o is going to lead the armed 
si niggle for polit ical power in South 
A f r i c a , and on what basis? Does 
anyone expect those forces seeking 
to re form apartheid to launch a 
serious ai med struggle? The revi
sionists o f I he A f r i can Nat ional 
Congie.ss are also unlikely io launch 
an armed struggle to the death 
against the a p a r t h e i d r e g i m e , 
because they lack strategic con
fidence in the abi l i ty o l the A / a n i a n 
masses to thoroughly defeat the 
white settler regime which is backed 
to the hi l l by Western imper ia l i sm. 

I hese revisionists are guided by i n -
teresis and goal> which can only be 
hindered by unleashing I he revolu
t ionary war o f the masses required. 

Only a party guided by M a r x i s m -
I eninism-Mao Tsetung. I'hought 
can lead the uncompromis ing , pro
tracted struggle necessary lo smash 
whi le rule and carry out a nat ional 
and democratic revolut ion to free 
A / a n i a o f imperia l i sm and its local 
props as part o f the internat ional 
proletariat 's advance on a w o r l d 
scale. 

This is not cause for alarm or 
demoralisation, but on the contrary, 
for p ick ing up the tools and l i n k i n g 
up w i t h [he organised revolutionary 
forces which can aid this decisive 
process o f forging revolutionary-
leadership. A correct pol i t ica l line 
merging w i t h I he ripe revolut ionary 
condit ions that exist today in South 
A f r i c a could unleash extremely 
rapid developments. Whether a new 
stage in the si niggle wi l l be born in 
the tempest challenging the outmod
ed order in South A f r i c a or whether 
this upsurge becomes a bloody and 
tragic loss for the wor ld ' s people, 
another bitter lesson for the interna
t ional proletar iat , is a very pressing 
question. 

(Reprinted from AWTW 1985/3.) 


