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Introductory Note 

This Volume (Volume No XXIll) mcludes documents for 
the years 1989 to 1991 when very rapid pohtlcal develop
ments of far-reachmg consequence took place m India as 
well as m the sociahst countnes. 

The sociahst sociPty m erstwhile Soviet Umon, which 
developed m strength and v1tahty over a long span of 
years smce the Great October Revolution of 1917 showmg 
an alternate path, creative and dependable for human de
velopment, came to its unexpected and abrupt end g1vmg 
way for restoration of cap1tahsm In the Eastern European 
countnes the socialist states were uprooted and cap1tahsm 
was restored These senous setbacks took place when onward 
progress of sociahsm was essential to save the countnes 
of the Third World from the p1ercmg attacks of 1mpenahst 
powers m the form of 'neo-colomahsm' curbmg their m
dependence, democracy and 1Dternal umty 

In the context of these developments the 1Dternat1onal 
Commumst movement was beset with a senous cnsis but 
the Commumsts the world-over had the courage and sa
gacity to cont1Due their fight to overcome this cns1s. The 
1mpenahst powers, particularly the USA, which thought 
that they would get a walk-over m every sphere and im
pose theu political wdl and mfluence m the erstwhde soc1ahst 
countnes and ID the countnes of the Third World, soon 
realized that it was not an easy game and the Commumsts 
as well as the strugghng people ID every country started 



viii Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

regrouping their forces and the anti_.imperialist struggle 
took a new tum giving a new hope to the oppressed people 
of the whole world who are realizing from their experi
ence and conviction that their salvation does not lie in 
capitalism and that 'capitalism' is not an alternative to 
'socialism'. 

It is in this background that a reader of this Volume 
should judge and evaluate the Resolution 'oN CERTAIN PO

LITICAL-IDEOLOGICAL ISSUES RELATED TO DEVELOPMENTS IN SOME 

SOCIALIST COUNTRIES' adopted by the Central Committee of 
the CPl(M) in its meeting of May 28-31, 1990 jncluded in 
this Volume, in which a clarion call is given in the con
cluding paragraph in the following words : · 

"The Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) upholding the banner of Marxism-Leninism 
against deviations and distortions, calls upon its ranks 
to face the challenges posed by the recent developmen~s 
by firmly adhering to revolutionary principles of Marx
ism-Leninism. It calls upon the ranks to steadfastly struggle 
against the onslaught of imperialism and counter-revo
lutionary forces which are today mounting a fierce at
tack against Marxism-Leninism and the international 
Communist movement." 

During this period significant political deveiopments 
took place in India at a very quick pace. The scandal re
garding Bofors Gun purchase deal became a big national 
issue and exposed Rajiv Gandhi's Government as the most 
corrupt and degenerated government and considerably damaged 
the political position of the Congress(!) and practically 
this led to defeat of Congress(!) in the Lok Sabha elec
tions .of 1990. 

V. P. Singh, who was the Finance Minister of Rajiv 
Gandhi's cabinet (and subsequently. shunted to Defence 
Ministry), came out of Rajiv Gandhi's Government and 
later on left C_ongress(I), joined the Janata Party and took 
initiative to form a National AJliance with the Left Parties 
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to defeat the Congress(!) m 1990 Lok Sabha elections 
The Janata Party made an electoral adjustment with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) m this election while makmg 
separate adjustment with the Left Parties but the Left Par
ties kept themselves aloof from the BJP The Janata Party 
formed the Umon Government with Shn V. P. Smgh as 
Pnme Mmister with outside support from the Left Parties 

But the Government of V P Smgh dtd not last long 
due to the treacherous role of BJP which sponsored a 'Ratha 
Yatra' to mob1hze their supporters on communal basis creatmg 
a lot of communal violence and a number of nots 

After the fall of V P Smgh Government Shn Chandra 
Shekhar orgamzed a spht m Janata Party and with about 
forty ( 40) MPs created a separate party and formed a Gov
ernment with support from the Congress(!). This split m 
the Janata Party was actually engmeered by the Congress(!) 
headed by RajtV Gandhi and the Government of Chandra 
Shekhar was actually a mmonty government propped up 
with the support of MPs of Congress(!). The mmonty 
government of Chandra Shekhar could survive only for 
four (4) months and 1t fell when the Congress(!) withdrew 
support to it on a fhmsy ground and this led to another 
Lok Sabha election m 1991. 

Durmg 1991 Lok Sabha elections Rajiv Gandhi was 
assassmated m Madras by LTTE terronst squad whtle elections 
m half the Lok Sabha conslltuencies were over and the 
elections were to be held m the remammg Lok Sabha con
stituencies. The assassmat1on of RajtV Gandhi mfluenced 
the voters m the elections of the remammg Lok Sabha 
constttuenc1es and this helped the Congress(!) to come out 
as the biggest party m the Lok Sabha m 1991 election 
though they were still short of absolute majonty As the 
biggest party m the Lok Sabha the Congress(!) formed the 
government with P V Naras1mha Rao as the Pnme Mm-
1ster and this mmonty government tned all sorts of tncks 
to buy support to muster majonty m the Lok Sabha subvertmg 
all norms and prmc1ples of Parliamentary Democracy This 
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mmonty government of Naras1mha Rao floated a new economic 
pohcy mvttmg greater penl for the entue economy of India 

The sequence of these pohttcal developments will help 
the readers to properly connect the documents given m 
this Volume and evaluate the importance and significance 
of these documents which depict the views. understanding 
and stand of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) on 
these developments 

This Volume contains 253 documents (including nine 
documents given as Appendix). The documents are on wide 
range of subjects. on national and international develop
ments. The esteemed leader of the people of South Afnca, 
the legendary hero of the struggle for equality and inde
pendence. Nelson Mandela, was released during this pe
nod Namibia became 1Ddependent durmg this penod The 
documents covermg the views and assessment of the CPl(M) 
on events ID Chma are the most valuable documents of 
this Volume The Jomt Communique of the CPl(M) and 
the Communist Party of Portugal is also an important document 
of this Volume The views and the stand of the CPl(M) on 
u01f1cat1on of Korea and on developments in Sn Lanka. 
Nepal, Bangladesh, Afghamstan and ID the Gulf countnes 
of West Asia are given m a number of documents mcluded 
m this Volume The outstandmg leader of the mternational 
Communist movement, Comrade Dolores lbarrun of Spam, 
departed us dunng this penod, she was known as 
"La Pass1onana" all over the world. The condolence mes
sage of CPl(M) and the obituary note on Comrade Dolores 
Ibarrun are mcluded m this Volume 

Durmg this penod we lost Comrade B T Ranadive and 
this was a great loss for our entire Party Comrade Ranadive 
was a tITeless fighter, a theoretician of outstanding calibre 
and he earned the recogmhon as a great leader of the 
Communist Movement m India for his dedication and courage 
We also lost durmg this penod Comrade SaroJ Mukher1ee, 
Comrade Abdullah Rasul, Comrade Ratanlal Brahman, Com
rade Shankar Dayal Tewari, Comrade Mohammad Ismail 
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and many others who were outstandmg leaders of the 
Commumst Movement m India We also lost Dada Amir 
Hyder Khan, an outstandmg Commumst leader of und1-
v1ded India, who breathed his last m Pakistan 

The Chandra Shekhar Government dunng its four months 
of existence earned enormous notoriety and worked as a 
stooge of Congress(I) as its existence entirely depended 
on the support of this party At the dictates of Congress(!) 
Chandra Shekhar Government removed the leg1t1mate State 
Governments of Assam and Tamil Nadu by mvokmg 
Article 356 of the Indian Const1tut1on The Government of 
Chandra Shekhar also allowed the US Aircraft, engaged 
m Gulf War, to have refuellmg fac1hty m India In four 
months time this Government of Chandra Shekhar brought 
the Indian economy and its foreign exchange reserve to 
such a pos1t1on that a s1zable portion of the Gold Reserve 
of the Reserve Bank of India had to be pledged to honour 
mtematlonal commitments 

The documents, mcluded m this Volume, on the act1v1-
hes of BJP, VHP and RSS on construction of Temple at 
Ayodhya will reveal the efforts of the CPl(M) to educate 
the people about the consequences of such moves and the 
danger posed by the communal violence created by their 
act1v1t1es 

Equally important are the documents mcluded m this 
Volume on nsmg terrorist menace m Punjab, Assam, Tnpura 
and m Jammu and Kashmir Most of these terrorists were 
tramed by ahen forces beyond India's borders who de
ployed enormous resources to destroy the mtemal peace 
and umty of India. The role of Congress(l)-TUJS combme 
m Tnpura also had a very damagmg effect 

The documents on Cauvery water dispute, mcluded m 
this Volume also reveal the approach and the stand of CPl(M) 
on its possible settlement 

The wide range of documents mcluded m this Volume 
will reveal before Its readers the effectiveness and poht1-
cal maturity of the CPI(M)-always ahve to its commitment 
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to serve the cause of the people, both nationally and inter
nationally, and I am sure, the readers will be immensely 
benefitted by this Volume. 

Calcutta 
July 7, 1998 

YDrrt~~ 
()J (JYOTI BASU) 

Chief Editor 



Foreword 

Tius Volume covenng poht1cal events from 1989-1991 will 
ever be the valuable contnbutton to anyone concerned with 
understandmg the position of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) m relation to pohttcal mstab1hty with two general 
elections in qmck succession m India and shockmg upheaval 
m Soviet Umon and East European countnes, the turmoil 
erupted in Chma hovermg on T1ananmen Square mc1dents 
How did the Party mamtam its mdependent hne? How did 
1t show its maturity in formulatmg ideological stand and the 
hne of action? How did 1t discharge its respons1b1ht1es m 
leadmg the daily struggle of masses agamst the onslaught of 
the bourgeois-landlord classes on hvmg cond1ttons, democ
racy and national umty? The documents m this Volume provide 
the answers, which remam as great lessons for today and 
tomorrow 

The global situation m this penod had been of most stormy 
and tembly difficult one for the Commumst movement, the 
forces of national hberat1on and workmg class movement 
worldover ever faced smce the end of the Second World War 
All at once m this short spell, the dtsmanthng of Soviet 
Union preceded by the setback to soc1ahsm m Eastern Europe 
overturned the world balance of forces m favour of tmpen
ahsm It 1s appropriate now to call to mmd with fairness 
that all of us m the mternatlonal Commumst movement 
faded to grasp the underlymg 1mphcat1ons at a moment 
when s1gmficant changes began takmg place in those countnes 
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which was why all were taken aback by the all-endmg events 
at the first mstance It enJomed grave and f ar-reachmg conse
quences for the socialist countnes, Third World and the 
Commumst and the general democratic, antt-impenalist move
ment It had its repercussions for the national political scene 
too. 

Turnmg to the national aspects, our repeated warnmgs 
that the new economic policy of RaJIV Gandhi Government 
with its emphasis on import hberahzatton, call for competi
tiveness of mdustry, attack on powerful base of pubhc sec
tor, new openmgs to foreign capital detnmental to our self
rehance would engender growmg dependence of our economy 
on 1mpenahsts, were precisely proved to be true. The vul
nerab1hty to outside pressure mcreased because of one, our 
growmg foreign mdebtedness m order to finance its unpro
ductive expenditure and its huge budget deficit accompamed 
by strmgent cond1ttonahues of the World Bank-International 
Monetary Fund, two, weakenmg of the forces of socialism 
by the events m USSR and Eastern Europe that elated the 
new 1mpenahst offensive A temfic situation was created by 
the government for the lakhs thrown out of employment, for 
the crores engaged m the unorgamzed mdustry, for the lakhs 
and lakhs of unemployed youth and for vast rural masses 

Outstandmg was the nsmg tide of struggles of the work
ers and peasants, students, youth and women, not to speak 
of on-growmg general democratic movement to press the 
demands such as. resignation of the RaJIV Gandhi Govern
ment and bnngmg to book those who had Jeopardized the 
secunty of the country through corrupt defence deals, de
fence of national umty, protection of mmonty nghts and 
1solatton of communal and separatist forces, resistance to 
tmpenahst pressure to Indian economy, curb on pnce nse 
and makmg the "nght to work" a fundamental nght, an 
1mmed1ate end to closures, lockouts and retrenchments, and 
reopenmg of all closed factones, 1mplementatton of land 
reforms, remunerative pnces for peasants' produce, mm1-
mum wages for agncultural workers and other unorgamzed 
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labour, end to atrocities on scheduled castes, scheduled tnbes 
and women, a stop to d1scnmmat1on agamst non-Congress(!) 
State governments and encroachment on the States' ex1stmg 
powers; give more power to the States 

The mountmg nationwide struggle especially pressmg the 
demand for radical land reform through demonstrations and 
dharnas from May 25, 1989, the stnke-struggles m differ
ent mdustnes and all streams of movements converged mto 
a Bharat Bandh backed by all important trade umons of the 
country except INTUC & BMS on August 30, 1989 that 
found unprecedented response nation-wide It was followed 
by a massive rally. m Delhi on September 25, 1989 called 
by the Left parties At a time when on November 9, 1989 
after the date of general election was announced, the ag
gressive communal campaign of RSS-VHP-BJP-Sh1v Sena -
BaJrang Dai combme was reachmg a chmax at Ayodhya m 
the name of RamJanmabhoom1 Shdanyas ,at a disputed site 
with the perm1ss1on of the Congress(!) Government d1sre
gardmg court d1rect1ves, thousands of people, at the call of 
the Left parties, raised their v01ce of defendmg communal 
harmony and seculansm only a few kilometers away. The 
damage because of communal frenzy could be gauged by 
the fact that durmg September and .October of 1989 alone, 
nots took place at as many as 55 places m Northern and 
Southern India. At a time when communal forces were fan
nmg communal passions m the name of the RamJanmabhoom1, 
the move of the RaJIV Government and the State Govern
ment led by Congress(!) had appeased and encouraged them 
m.a big way, thus communahzat1on of poht1cs had started 
worsenmg the s1tuat1on further On November 9 two other 
persons who had reached Ayodhya were the Janata Dai Presi
dent, VP Smgh who had resigned from the RaJIV Govern
ment and JOmed the forces of Oppos1t1on, and veteran Con
gress leader Kamalapatl Tnpath1 They contributed to the 
struggle for communal harmony by takmg a defm1te stand 
agamst RSS-VHP-BJP designs although they did not attend 
the Left rally 
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Earher, m order to suppress the truth on tl·e Bofors pay
offs the Pnme Mm1ster RajIV Gandhi and his cohorts were 
resorting to stonewallmg tactics and clumsy cover-ups with 
the unprecedented majonty m Parhament, which was ex
posed by the Comptroller and Auditor-Generals' report Smee 
the Pnme Mm1ster had not responded to the leg1t1mate de
mand for his resignation for many charges of om1ss1ons and 
comm1ss10ns, the Lok Sabha members of the entue Orpo
s1t1on resigned which prompted him m the long run to de
clare general elect10n for the moth Lok Sabha m November 
m a surcharged communal atmosphere 

The vactllations m the National Front-Janata Dai com
bme sought to be ut1hzed by the communal forces led by 
BJP had compounded the pre-election scenano The CPl(M) 
m 1ts Election Mamfesto stated, "To combat Congress(!) 
claims, 1t 1s necessary to umte all the Left and democratic 
and secular forces and all sections of the fightmg masses 
The CP:l(M) considers that umted stand and common under
standmg between the Left parties and the secular Oppos1-
t10n parties represented by the Nat10nal Front and Janata 
Dal and 1solatmg all communal parties hke the BJP will 
ensure the defeat and the rout of the Congress(n and at the 
same time protect national umty" The Congress(!) led by 
Raj1v Gandhi was engaged m competmg with the communal 
BJP to woo Hmdu votes for which they had to pay a heavy 
pnce 

Of the three objectives the CPl(M) and the Left had set, 
the first one had been achieved with the defeat of the 
Congress(!) which had about 425 seats in the Eighth Lok 
Sabha, had been reduced to 200. Of these, the bulk comes 
from the South In this regard the pattern seemed to be 
somewhat similar to that m 1977 In so far as the second 
objective, that of 1solatmg the communal forces 1s concerned, 
the Left did not succeed fully One positive element in the 
elect10ns, however, was that m Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, the 
two major States, people had not allowed themselves to be 
swerved along communal hne even though every effort was 



Foreword xvn 

made by the BJP and its Ilk to vitiate the communal atmo
sphere While fightmg the Congress(!) misrule and misdeeds, 
the people had not fallen prey to the mtensely communal 
BJP propaganda Whatever the BJP gamed, had been on the 
strength of its adjustment with the Janata Dal, where the 
two were on fightmg each other, the BJP had lost 

In this regard, the example of Fa1zabad parliamentary 
seat is especially s1gmficant It was from here that RaJIV 
Gandhi started his election campaign with a promise of "Ram 
RaJya" m the next five years It was from Ayodhya m this 
very constituency that the BJP-RSS-VHP sought to mflu
ence the national politics m their favour Here, the BJP even 
withdrew its candidate m favour of the Congress(!) nomi
nee But yet nobody could prevent the victory of the CPI 
candidate from Faizabad, supported by the CPl(M) and the 
Janata Dal Moreover, m Akbarpur Assembly constituency, 
which is adJacement to the Fa1zabad parliamentary constitu
ency, the CPl(M) nommee came out with flymg colours 
The prmc1pal stand of the Left parties and Janata Dal on the 
Babn MasJ1d-RamJanmabhoom1 issue and thetr exposure of 
the dual game played by the Congress(!), also played a big 
role m mfluencmg the people who, by and large, voted for 
the Oppos1t1on Another contnbutory factor was the Bhagalpur 
and other nots, which completely exposed the Congress(!) 
as well as the RSS-BJP-VHP combme 

Commg to the thud objective of strengthenmg Left forces 
m Parliament, it is true that, the poll results fell short of 
what Left had expected Yet m West Bengal, m spite of all 
its efforts, the Congress(!) lost very heavily, not to talk of 
makmg any dent. Even m terms of votes polled, there seemed 
to be a shift away from the Congress(!) It is the CPl(M) 
and the Left which had gamed m West Bengal, and the State 
remams their stronghold, laymg a very s1gmf1cant role m 
the body-politic of the country 

Tnpura was a different story. In terms of mass support, 
the State has always been a stron~hold of the CPl(M) and 
the Left But m the 1988 Assembly polls, they were prevented 
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from commg back to power by the Congress(!) which un
ashamedly ngged the elect10ns with the help of the para
mthtary forces, and also JOmed hands with the secess1omst 
TNV to come to power They agam used these methods m 
the same elections Even though concrete mstances of booth 
capturmg were given to the Election Comm1ss1on, the latter 
dtd not do anythmg 

Overall, the Left had much improved its position m the 
elections, and had been assigned an important role m the 
future set-up of the country. Even though the objective of a 
government of the secular forces supported by the Left had 
not been achieved, 1t was for the first time smce mdepend
ence that the Government would have to depend on the Left 
support 

The concrete situation at the national level was that even 
though what the Left desued had not been fully achieved, 
the Congress(!) had been defeated which was an important 
event m itself. The complexity of the situation took such a 
shape that National Front and the Janata Dai formed the 
government with the support of both the Left and the BJP 
There could not be any coahtlon m such a situation because 
of senous divergences between the standpomt of the Left 
and that of the BJP On its part the Left decided not to 
impose its views, 1t expected the BJP also not to do so 
which they agreed at that moment We supported the National 
Front-Janata Dai Government with the declared expectation 
that the government would be runnmg on the basis of its 
own election mamfesto, which, m the op1mon of the Left 
provided sufficient grounds for effectmg rehef to the people 
With the Left parties categoncally ruhng out theu support 
to any mtmstry m which BJP would be a parttctpant, the 
BJP was left with no other alternative but to support the 
National Front mm1stry from outside It went on record on 
the floor of the Parliament that though 1t had its differences 
with the Nat10nal Front-Janata Dai combme on certam cru
cial issues hke RamJanmabhoom1-Babn Mas11d dispute, 
scrappmg of Art 370 of the Constitution and the Mmonty 
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Comm1ss1on 1t would not force these issues and bnng them 
to the forefront With s1m1lar gesture the government led by 
VP Smgh was requ1red to fulfil its pledges 1t offered to the 
people dunng the election The CPl(M) and the Left were 
committed to play the role of a watchdog that would not 
allow any reversal of pohcy m the nghtlst d1rect1on 

The anti-Congress mood of the people contmued un
abated W1thm three months of the verdict of the people 
agamst the Congress(!) m the Lok Sabha elections, eight 
States and a Umon terntory run by the Congress(!) went to 
the polls on February 27, 1990 Except m the tmy State of 
Arunachal Pradesh, the Congress(!) was hum1hated, the 
strength of its Legislative Assembly members was reduced 
from 1120 to 396, which was even worse than the results of 
the Lok Sabha elections. The strength of the Congress(!) as 
well as the BJP could have been further reduced 1f the Janata 
Dai had gone m for an overall understandmg with the Left, 
hke m Onssa Where the Left was weak and the Janata Dai 
pursued an opportumst pohcy m havmg an understandmg 
with the BJP, the latter with its communal appeal succeeded 
to an extent m rallymg the people behmd 1t. 

The CPl(M) and the Left welcomed some of the per
formances of the National Front Government such as mclu
s1on by a const1tut10nal amendment of all Land Reform Acts 
m the Nmth Schedule of the Const1tut1on, proposed legisla
tion of Prasar Bharatt Bill, the Lok Pal Bill and electoral 
reforms, upgradmg of the comm1ss1on for scheduled castes 
and scheduled tnbes, settmg up of Inter-State Council, new 
onentat1on to improve Centre-State relations, change m the 
attitude of the Centre towards Left governments But the 
carry-over of the economic pohcy and mdustnal policy of 
the Congress(!) Government which had landed the country 
m a senous cns1s was resented The CPl(M) and the Left 
orgamzed nationwide movement agamst pnce-nse, unem
ployment and other burnmg issues 

After m1tial cohesiveness of umtedly fulfillmg theu 
promises to the people, the Janata Dal and the National 
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Front showed rivalries, and group interests took precedence 
over collective functioning. 

For years Kashmir, Punjab, and Assam problems were 
threatening the very unity and integrity of the country, the 
spectre of Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid issue had been 
haunting tire whole country. As if this was not enough, another 
dangerous dimension relating to anti-reservation movement 
had been added to the general conflagration. Both the BJP 
and the Congress(!) activists were actively competing to 
lead the anti-reservation agitation. 

For such outburst, the government had also its share of 
blame. The Mandal Commission submitted its report a dec
ade before. Though the National Front-Janata Dai had promised 
to implement the recommendations, it did not take all the 
political parties into confidence before placing it on the 
floor of the Parliament. Howsoever, neither those who advoc
ate reservations without restraint nor those who oppose 
reservations on the plea that it perpetuates casteism do never 
outline the need for building of unity of the toiling people 
who suffer from both caste and economic oppression in order 
to march forward to the goal of agrarian revolution. 

Before the violent situation arising out of the anti-reser
vation agitation cooled down, the country was faced with a 
very critical situation, for the Bahri Masjid-Ramjanmabhoomi 
issue had occupied the centre-stage with the intransigent 
stand of the BJP that its "Rath Yatra" which had created 
communal tension all over the country must be allowed to 
proceed to Ayodhya and the temple be constructed at the 
disputed site on October 30, 1990. Unashamedly flouting its 
promises on the floor of the Parliament that it would not 
raise the bogey of communal slogans while lending support 
to the V.P. Singh Government, it started, within months, 
raising communal passion to a yet another pitch, leaving 
behind death and destruction on an unprecedented scale. 
The BJP refused to heed the reasoned appeal of the National 
Integration Council, the resolution of both Houses of 
Parliament and the all-parties meeting. After discussions with 
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some of the BJP leaders, the government came out with a 
three-pomt formula a) takmg possession of the whole dis
puted area, b) to allow construction of the temple on undis
puted territory, c) reference to the Supreme Court for an 
opimon on the dispute With scant respect to pubhc opmion 
and contempt for the court order, the VHP-RSS-BJP, how
ever, were adamant and declared to go ahead with thetr 
sm1ster plans On the other hand, a fundamentalist section 
of the mmonty, Bahn MasJid Action Committee was also 
msttgatmg the people agamst each other in reciprocation. 

The Left Parties held a massive rally at Lucknow on 
October 12 to mob1hze the pubhc opm10n agamst the dark 
forces of communahsm, to uphold peace and communal 
harmony The Congress(!) had agam exposed itself with its 
irresponsible and opportumstic role by keepmg away from 
the all-party meetmg to score petty pohtical gams Smee 
the VP. Smgh Government depended on the support of the 
Left and the BJP, the latter thought it a chance of a lifetime 
to revive the Ram temple issue and achieve demohtton of 
Babn MasJid. Standing firm m his commitment to 'the de
fence of secular edifice of the country, however, VP Smgh 
and a major section of the Janata Dai withstood the pressure 
from w1thm and did not succumb to the blackmailmg tactics 
of the BJP from outside. Commendable was thus the role of 
the VP Smgh Jed government at the Centre, the Janata Dal 
governments m UP and Bihar which blocked the way and 
accepted the challenge of the VHP-RSS-BJP, resultmg 
in the BJP's withdrawal of support from the VP. Smgh 
Government 

At such a moment when the umty of all the Left, demo
cratic and secular forces was of the utmost importance, the 
opportumsttc combmatton of the Congress(!), BJP and the 
Janata DaJ d1ss1dents led by Chandra Shekhar brought down 
the eleven-month-old VP. Smgh Government which, agamst 
the dangero_us challenge of the VHP-RSS-BJP, staked its 
government 10 defence of national umty Sacnficmg the pnme 
national cause of seculansm, the Congress(!) mstalled mmonty 
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government of Shn Chandra Shekhar defymg the mandate 
of the people who had elected them to fight the Congress(!) 
Throughout the month of October and November, the coun
try witnessed 111numerable massive rallies and processions 
agamst communahsm, defence of national umty, social JUS

ttce, and upholdmg of parliamentary democracy orgamzed 
Jomtly by the Left and the Janata Dai 

It was no wonder that the Chandra Shekhar Government 
dependmg solely on Congress(!) support could not last long 
Its hfe depended on what particular ttme the Congress(!) 
would find suitable for gomg ID for electtons That came 
true m March, 1991 when the Congress(!) led by RaJiv Gandhi 
collapsed the defector's government. The country witnessed 
Ra11v Gandhi and hts party Congress(l)'s despicable man
oeuvres of seek1Dg power through the backdoor and avoids 
facmg the people and elections. The CPI(M), the Left and 
the Nahonal Front demanded fresh elections which was held 
ID the thtrd week of May after a long sordid drama of the 
Congress(!). 

There were three electoral formations, one led by 
Congress(!), another led by BJP and the thtrd one by the 
combmation of the Left parties and the secular Opposition 
parties represented by the National Front and Janata Dai, 
the latter bemg perceived by the people as the sole alternative 

A Jomt appeal to the people on behalf of the National 
Front - Left on the eve of the election assumed great impor
tance. The National Front suffered a setback and was weak
ened due to defections and d1srupt1ons. Yet the combmatton 
raised hopes among the people. The JOIDt appeal stated: 
"The dark forces of communahsm are makmg a bid to d1-
v1de the country on religious Imes spelhng grave dangers to 
the country's umty. The forces 1mm1cal to democracy seek 
to impose authontanan1sm, which will endanger parhamen
tary democracy, and they do not hesitate to opportumshcally 
altgn with the d1v1sive forces The Congress(!) represents 
authontanamsm and anti-people pohc1es. The BJP is bent 
upon misusmg rehgion to divide the people. Both these 
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parties are pursuing such disruptive poht1cs at a time when 
the country and the people are suffering from senous eco
nomic cnsis 

It 1s of enormous s1gmficance that at this Juncture, for the 
first time, there has emerged a cohesive and natton-w1de al
ternative m the form of National Front-Left parties alliance" 

The forces of the Left m combmahon with the National 
Front provided a formidable challenge to the Congress(!) and 
the BJP A few years before, the people could not have en
visaged such a scenano This combme created great enthusi
asm among the people as evident durmg the electron cam
paign But m a campaign unprecedented for violence, acn
mony and ferocity, the secular forces fatled to stem the BJP 

After the first phase of election out of the three phases, 
the Congress(!) President and former Pnme Minister RaJiV 
Gandhi was assassmated durmg his election tour m Tamtl 
Nadu The dastardly cnme, committed by the enemies of the 
Indian people, had been condemned by all shades of pohllcal 
opm1on The preceding few years had been witness to the 
menacmg nse of divisive, separatist, communal and fiss1pa
rous forces m the country Amencan 1mpenahsm, bent upon 
destab1hzmg and dismembenng the country has been actively 
mtervenmg smce long by a1dmg and abettmg these forces A 
strong and united India, an mdependent and developmg India, 
has been perceived as a threat to the manoeuvres of the Umted 
States of Amenca World events have had enough undeniable 
facts m store to prove that even the mmutest of threats to 
1mpenahst mterests m pursuance of tts aim is met with ter
ror, threat, pressure and force It was m this background we 
viewed the assassination of lndlfa Gandhi and RaJIV Gandhi, 
although seemingly, m the later case the cnme was commit
ted only through the designs of the Sn Lankan extremists. 

The Central Committee of our Party that met m June 22, 
1991 reviewed the Tenth General Electrons and formulated 
the 1mmed1ate tasks m post-election situation. It underlined 
the factors that led to none of the three combmat10ns geumg 
a ma1onty and made a self-critical review which was important 
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because of the flexible and smtable tactics we had adopted in 
such a s1tuat10n It was explained that "the question of a 
National Gove'11ment, mooted by the then President after 
RaJIV's assassination, has been categoncally rejected by us 
and the National Front Smee the Congress(!) has emerged as 
the largest single party, 1t will form the government The 
CPl(M) along with the Left and the National Front should sit 
m the Oppos1t1on The Congress(!) along with its alhes will 
form the government but they will be short of a maJonty Our 
attitude to the government's pohc1es will have to be decided, 
JUdgmg issue to issue and specific pohc1es 

Our approach would mean no compromise on the 
issues which affect the interest of the masses Whtie sk1llfully 
usmg the floor of the parliament to advance the cause of 
the working people, we must concentrate on developmg 
the movements of the workers, peasants, youth, students, 
women, and other toiling sections We must fumly resist 
those policies that will throw the burden of the economic 
cnsis on the common people The BJP will try to exploit 
the discontent to disruptive channels We must be vigilant 
to see that this does not succeed" 

The mmonty Congress(!) Jed government, several weeks 
after assuming office, showed its mclmation to the surren
der to the World Bank-IMP dictates posing a grave threat to 
the economic sovereignty of the country which had become 
a big issue, and the Left and the National Front started 
countrywide campaigns agamst it startmg from August 15 that 
culminated into massive March in Delhi on September 27 
The next important stage of the mass protest action was the 
successful all-India industnal strike at the call of the central 
trade umons on November 29 In the next few months, this 
movement had become more widespread agamst the 
Congress(!) Government's m1sch1ef and against the growmg 
threat of communahsm 

Refusing to draw any lesson from its own experience of 
compromising with communal forces in the past, the 
Congress(!) started once agam bargaming and striking deals 
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with the BJP on one question or the other There were meetmg 
grounds and s1m1lanty of approach between the Congress(!) 
and the BJP on the question of economic pohc1es too While 
the BJP would put up some show of oppos1t1on to the new 
economic, trade and mdustnal pohc1es of the Congress(!) 
Government, m actual practice, they were pleased to note 
that the Congress(!) was pursumg the very same pohc1es 
they had been advocatmg smce m1d-fift1es L1berahzat1on of 
trade, g1vmg up of self-reliance, 51 % eqmty part1c1pat1on to 
the multmationals, devaluation of the rupee, etc., earned 
out at the behest of the IMF-WB, had received a general 
support from the BJP Even more mterestmg was the decla
rat10n of one of the topmost leaders of the BJP that 1t was 
the Congress(!) Government, which h13acked the economic 
pohcy of the BJP 

With the economic cns1s further deepenmg, the mass of 
the Indian people was growmgly confronted with a further 
cut mto theu already miserable hvmg cond1t1ons Along
side, a further onslaught on the country's umty and mteg
nty, the mtens1ficatlon of BJP's campaign for Hmdu Rastra 
had shouldered a great respons1b1hty on the Left and secular 
forces to orgamze a multi-pronged battle that could only 
ensure a new onentatton m the pohtlcal scene of the country 

On the mtemat10nal scene, progressive forces throughout 
the world were 'watchmg the unfoldmg events m the Soviet 
Umon with concern, anxiety and angmsh To us, the Com
mumsts, who had witnessed m this penod the East European 
countnes rollmg back to the path of cap1tahsm, the events 
takmg place m the USSR that led to the d1smantlmg of 
socialism and break-up of Soviet Umon was yet another 
worst tragedy m history 

In the early eighties, it is well known, the Commumst 
Party had lost its gnp over the workmg class m Poland and 
the people m a s1tuat1on of accumulated 1deolog1cal d1son
eotatton and distortions, openmg the floodgate to the coun
ter-revolutionary forces The Commumst Party was, at the 
begmnmg of those developments, forced to enter mto a 
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coahtton government with so-called sohdanty whose lead
ership was financed and openly supported by the 1mpenal-
1sts Next came the demise of sociahsm m Hungary m the 
late e1ght1es when the Commumst Party had been dissolved 
and the maJonty had decided to call 1tself Hunganan Socialist 
Party, had asked for U S help, declared for market economy, 
an easy walk-over for cap1tahst system The setback to the 
soc1ahsm m these two countnes was the biggest trmmph 
scored by 1mpenahsm smce the victory agamst the Nazi 
aggression Yet the mternational Commumst movement failed 
to gauze the gravity of the 1mpendmg danger There had 
been no sense of sohdanty with the workmg class that was 
betrayed and defeated 

The same tendency was m evidence m relation to coun
ter-revolutionary struggle m Chma m May-June, 1989 treat
mg the offensive of the counter-revolutionary forces backed 
by the 1mpenahsts as an mternal matter of Chma While the 
Chmese revolution was attacked mternally and externally, 
while the world 1mpenahsm was umtedly throwmg its weight 
to aid and abet the counter-revolut10nanes, the mternattonal 
Commumst movement stood confused, d1v1ded and d1sor
gamzed 

It was m this situation our Central Committee meetmg 
July 15-17, 1989, discussed these developments m People's 
Chma and concluded that, "No person with a mm1mum class 
consciousness could miss the s1gmficance of world media 
support to the rebellion. Which kmd of democracy this media 
has been supportmg on a world scale Its mam busmess has 
been to denounce all revolutionary agitations and defend the 
global mterests of 1mpenahsm The fact that this media was 
whole-heartedly supportmg the student ag1tat1on should have 
made it clear to all, the class content of the movement If 
there was any doubt It should have been dispelled when one 
1mpenahst country after another started condemnmg Chma 
and its success agamst the counter-revoluuonary forces Media 
propaganda about mowmg down of hundreds of students 
was now followed by threatenmg postures and threats from 
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the entire imperialist gang. Never in the recent past did the 
imperialist camp show such unanimity and oneness of pur
pose as in denouncing China and intimidating it to concili
ate with the rebels." 

And further, "Today the entire bourgeois world and the 
forces of world reaction are trying to isolate People's China 
for the 'crime' of defeating the counter-revolution. The CPC 
requires strong support and sympathy of all Marxist-Leninist 
Parties and progressive forces. There is no doubt that in the 
coming months as things clear up the present day critics of 
China will understand that they were misled by imperialist 
propaganda and once again there will be a line-up of the world 
democratic forces in support of People's China and the CPC." 

Imperialism had never reconciled to the existence of 
socialism which, from one country to the other, went on to 
embrace as much as one third of humanity. Socialism posed 
a serious challenge to imperialist design for global hegemony 
and put an end to the exploitation of man by man in the 
socialist countries. With the changed correlation of class 
forces on the international plane in the post-Second Wor!d 
War period, imperialism failed in its attempts to defeat 
socialism. However, taking advantage of the distortions and 
deviations in building socialism, it launched a propaganda 
~litzkrieg, that socialism has failed, that Marxism-Leninism 
has no relevance, and that capitalism represents the ultimate 
stage in the evolution of human history. It assisted the forces 
that were unleashed in the wake of the reforms initiated in 
the Soviet Union. 

Embarking on an uncharted path, it was but natural that 
errors and mistakes be committed while building socialism. 
But deviations and distortions in socialist construction, of a 
very serious nature, had taken place giving rise to stagna
tion and a bureaucratic style of functioning. Even while 
parity and superiority was established in military and space 
technology, scientific and technological developments in other 
fields were neglected. In the sphere of polity, whereas socialist 
democracy envisaged a higher level and stage, in reality as 
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it existed m the socialist countnes, it was far behmd It was 
therefore natural that reforms, both m the sphere of the 
economy and pohty, had become a necessity But the re
forms imtlated mstead of strengthenmg and consohdatmg 
sociahsm and helpmg m overcommg the distortions and de
viations were to compound the matters further It released 
forces mimical and opposed to sociahsm that were to even
tually lead to present-day developments 

We, of the CPI(M), have been cntlcal of the CPSU at 
vanous pomts of time We had lambasted the revis10mst 
doctrmes propped up by Khruschev m the fifties that set a 
cham reaction throughout the Commumst world particularly 
m the Thud World countries We had pm-pomted thetr mis
handhng of the Smo-Soviet relations and thetr erroneous 
understandmg of the mtematlonal situation When Gorbachev 
propounded the theory of "modification of contradictions'', 
we were sharply critical of it These cnticisms were based 
on our understandmg of Marxism-Lemmsm, from the stand
pomt of a fraternal party g1vmg expression to its opmion to 
the other. However, there is an imperative need to evaluate 
the revolutionary changes m the twentieth century with all 
the victories and defeats, advances and setbacks 

Though m1tially we had welcomed the reforms in the 
economy and pohty m order to overcome the lags m social
ist construction, we expressed our apprehensions on the 
measures employed to overcome them. Subsequent events 
vmdicated our fears and mstead of consohdatmg socialism, 
forces mimical to sociahsm were unleashed which, embold
ened and strengthened by impenahst support, were deter
mmmg the course of events m the Soviet Umon When the 
Emergency Committee took over the rems on August 19, 
1991, we had hoped that they would be able to stall this 
shde to disaster Our position was m conformity with our 
position to defend socialism and agamst impenahsm It was 
dictated by the cucumstances under which they took over 
power, it was an expression of the des1re of the overwhelm
mg maJonty of our ranks, who saw m the reforms mittated 
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by Gorbachev a rollmg back to capitahsm and dismtegra
t10n of the sociahst USSR 

Their foreign pohcy based on the theory of modification 
of contradictions resulted m bemg detnmental to the mter
ests of the developing countries The pohcy pursued saw an 
emboldened U S bulldozmg the Third World countnes mto 
submission, the virtual destruction of Iraq at the hands of 
the U S , a weakening of the Arab League and the Organi
zation of Afncan States and the Non-Ahgned Movement. 
The balance of forces, now altered, see the aggressive dove 
of the U S to estabhsh its hegemony worldwide. The peo
ple mhabitmg the former Soviet Republics were then con
fronted with the reahty of the snatching away of nghts they 
had hitherto enjoyed as c1t1zens of the Socialist State. The 
nghts to work, to housmg, to education, to health care-m 
all these they were depnved of exploitation of man by man. 
Misery and destitution, unknown to the present generation, 
staged a comeback 

The Third World countnes, which had already had a taste 
of these 1mphcattons even before the latest developments 
took place, are now facmg greater dangers, with US. 1mpen
ahsm runnmg amuck. 

The Indian media fed on a diet of anti-Communism has 
been echomg the voice of impenahsm for long It launched 
a tirade agamst the Left parties when they cautloned agamst 
the economic sovereignty of the country bemg compromised 
at the dictates of the IMF and the World Bank The very 
same media was glonfymg the "demise" of Commumsm 
and the Soviet Un10n, hailmg them as positive develop
ments. The ant1-Commumst Press and forces of India have 
been seekmg to obhterate the immense contnbutton of so
cialism to the matenal and mtellectual development of hu
man c1v1hzatton m the 20th century They want the lndu!J\ 
people to forget that it was on account of the assistance 
rendered by the Soviet Umon that we were hitherto able to 
resist impenahst pressure Can they mislead our people to 
beheve that the Soviet Umon has not contnbuted m laymg 
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the foundations of our economy, its mdustnal base? Do they 
presume that we will forget that were 1t not for the caut1on
mg of the Soviet Umon, the U S ships would have reached 
our shores durmg the lndo-Pak war of 1965 and 1971? The 
Indo-Sov1et Treaty of Fnendsh1p and Peace had not only 
checked 1mpenahst mterventlon m the country but also 
contnbuted immensely to safeguardmg our mdependence and 
sovereignty 

The Commumst movement, nght from its mceptlon, had 
to confront stiff resistance and attacks In many countnes of 
Latin Amenca, Afnca and Asia, Commumsts were beheaded 
and mercilessly massacred m theu lakhs lndescnbable was 
the brutal massacre of the Commumsts by the Nazis. Vol
ume upon volume can be wntten of the ruthless torture, of 
the tnals and tnbulatlons, of the trymg times through which 
the people enlightened by the science of Marx1sm-Lemmsm 
had to pass m the sacred task of estabhshmg a society free 
from exploitation of man by man The mdom1table spmt, 
which they 1mb1bed, armed them with the weapon to walk 
the thorny path with ease. It 1s this determmatlon and ded1-
cat1on, which would not deter them from the chosen path, 
even when faced with gallows and sure death. 

Ups and downs, onward march and setbacks have all been 
part and parcel of our movement. In India, we had to face 
ruthless suppression of the Bnt1sh impenahsts When the 
Bntlsh Umon Jack was brought down, the State organ of 
the bourgeo1s-landlord ruhng classes earned on this task. 
More than a thousand of our comrades were killed m cold 
blood durmg the semi-fascist terror m West Bengal Our 
comrades m Tnpura confronted terror of the most barbaric 
type. Thousands of other courted martyrdom m workmg class, 
peasant, youth, student, women and agncultural workers' 
struggles m vanous parts of the country All these have 
steeled us m our determmallon to put an end to this system 
of exploitation, added strength to our ded1cat1on and devo
t10n to the workmg class movement, kept the fire ahve withm 
us agamst our class enemy. 
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The events and developments m the Soviet Umon, far 
from bemg a repudiation of the science of Marx1sm-Lenm-
1sm, vmd1cate the fears and apprehensions that we had ex
pressed, basmg ourselves on this very science The nch 
expenence thus gamed would arm us m our struggle to 
usher m a society free from exploitation of man by man 
The science of Marx1sm-Lemmsm and the ideals of soc1al-
1sm are mvmc1ble. 

In the midst of such a d1stressmg situation, 1t was glad
demng to note that the Commumst parties of Chma, Vietnam, 
Cuba and the Workers Party of Korea had also declared that 
they would contmue to adhere to soc1ahsm and the funda
mental prmc1ples of Mar1'.1sm-Lemmsm There were some 
other parties, which were m the thick of a struggle and 
contmue to fight the 1mpenahst offens1v~. and they too had 
expressed their adherence to the cause of revolution. 

As agamst the fate of many other Commumst parties that 
discarded or mtended to discard the Red Flag, delete Marx-
1sm-Lemmsm from this basic philosophy, throw overboard 
democratic centralism, denounce the past and change their 
names, our entire Party had ralhed around revolutionary theory 
of Marx1sm-Lemmsm. 

In such a complex national and mtemat1onaJ s1tuat1on, 
the Fourteenth Congress of CPI(M) was held m Madras 
from January 3 to 9, 1992 which remams as a landmark 
event not only m the history of our own country; tt also 
heightens the Party's prestige m mtemat1onal arena by its 
contnbution to the struggle m defence of Marxism-Lenm-
1sm and the soctahst choice 

July 24, 1998 

(Hark1shan Smgh Sur1eet) 
General Secretary, 

Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
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Homage to Comrade 
Ratanlal Brahman* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
January 5, 1989 to Press paying homage to his memory 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) deeply mourns the passmg 
away of Comrade Ratanlal Brahman, veteran revolutionary 
and Commumst stalwart who died m the tram while return
mg from the Thirteenth Congress of the CPl(M). 

Comrade Ratanlal Brahman was an outstandmg leader 
and pioneer of the Commumst movement in Dar1eelmg m 
West Bengal. He led the first stnke of tea garden workers m 
a tea estate m 1933 and was the founder of the Tea Garden 
Mazdoor Umon m 1945. He JOmed the Party m 1943. From 
1959 to 1980 he was the Secretary of the Daqeelmg Distnct 
Committee of the umted Party and subsequently of the CPI(M). 

He was first elected to the West Bengal Assembly m 
1952 Earher, along with Comrade Jyotl Basu he was part 
of the first three-member Commumst group m the Provm
cial Assembly m 1946. He was elected as a State Commit
tee member of the umted Party m 1957. He represented the 
Party in the Lok Sobba as a member from 1971 to 1977. He 
spent more than eleven years m Jail under the Bntish regime 
and after independence. 

Comrade Brahman was a beloved leader of the masses m 
Daqeelmg distnct. He constantly championed the genume 
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demands of the Nepah-speakmg people and m recent years 
firmly stood for the umty of the Nepah and Bengah toilmg 
people 

In his death, the Party has lost a valuable leader, repre
sentmg the lofty Commumst values The Pohl Bureau pays 
homage to his memory and conveys heartfelt condolences to 
his famtly members. 



Homage to Comrade 
Shankar Dayal Tewari* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated January 18, 1989 to the Press paying 
homage to his memory 

The Poht Bureau 1s deeply gneved at the death of Comrade 
Shankar Dayal Tewan, promment leader and member of the 
Central Committee of the Party. He died this afternoon of a 
heart attack m Lucknow. 

Attracted to Marxism, Comrade Shankar Dayal Jomed 
the Party m 1940 when he was a leader of the Students' 
Federation. From then onwards he played a leadmg role m 
the Commumst movement m Uttar Pradesh. He rose to be 
a secretanat member of the und1v1ded Party and was a member 
of the National Council of the CPI ttll the ttme of the spht. 
He became a member of the Central Committee of the CPI(M) 
at the Seventh Congress in 1964 From 1967 up to 1988 he 
served as the Secretary of the Uttar Pradesh State Commit
tee of the Party He devoted all his energies to building up 
the CPl(M) and the Left movement m the State. He took a 
keen interest m the development of the kisan movement and 
was a member of the Central Kisan Council of the All India 
Kisan Sabha for many years. 

Comrade Shankar Dayal was an effective wnter who 
authored many books and pamphlets on Marxisrn-Lemmsm 
and pohhcal affairs. He spent five and a half years in Jail 
and two years underground dunng his revolutionary career 

In his death, the CPl(M) and the Left movement have 
lost an able and dedicated leader The Polit Bureau pays 
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respectful homage and dips the red banner m his memory 
The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to his 
wife, son and daughter. 



Polit Bureau on Solarz's Visit* 
Statement dated January 19, 1989 issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) is gravely concerned at the 
manner m which the v1s1t of the Chairman of the U .S Congress 
Sub-committee on Asian and Pacific Affairs, Stephan J. Solarz 
was utihsed by the Government of India By sendmg 
Mr Solarz to the Golden Temple to have d1scuss1ons with 
some Akah leaders, the Government of India has allowed 
ahen agencies, particularly the USA, to mterfere m the m
temal affaus of our country. This dec1s1on of the Govern
ment of India senously undermmes the sovereignty and 
mtegnty of India. 

A pohtlcal solution to the Punjab problem can only be 
found m consultation with the Opposition parties as repeat
edly suggested by the CPI(M). By not 1mplementmg the 
Punjab Accord while treatmg the problem only as a law and 
order issue, the RajtV Government 1s allowing the s1tuat1on 
to further detenorate. The CPI(M) reiterates its demand that 
the political solution to the Punjab problem must be found 
urgently m consultation with the Oppos1t1on parties. 

*Published m 'PE<>Pu:'s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, January 29, 1989 



On Tamil Nadu Elections* 
Statement dated January 23, 1989 issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) warmly congratulates the 
people of Tamil Nadu for g1vmg a crushrng defeat to the 
Congress(!) and provtdmg a big maJonty to the DMK and 
Its alhes m the Assembly elections 

The people have given a strong rebuff to the unscrupu
lous electoral tactics of the Congress(!) which led to the 
misuse of the State machinery, spendrng crores of rupees 
and seeking to utilise caste feehngs and opportunist alli
ances The repeated vmts of RaJiV Gandhi and hts blandish
ments have miserably faded 

The decmve verdict m Tamil Nadu 1s a clear rejection of 
Ra3iv Gandhi's election campaign and reflects the acute dis
content amongst the people against the Congress(I) Govern
ment's policies 

The Polit Bureau thanks the people for electmg 15 CPI(M) 
candidates m the 20 seats the Party contested (polling m the 
21 st seat havmg been countermanded) 

The Poht Bureau hopes that the new government headed 
by Th1ru M Karunamdh1 will now take up the task of pro
v1dmg an adm1mstrat1on which will address itself to the 
urgent problems facmg the people. 

The verdict m Tamil Nadu once agam reveals the peo
ple's massive no-confidence m the RaJtV Government and 
enJoms upon all the Left and secular Oppos1tton forces to 
redouble the1r efforts to oust the RaJiV Government m the 
commg Lok Sabha elections. 

*Published in 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'' New Delhi, January 29, 1989 



Developments in Afghanistan* 
CPl(M) Condemns Violation of Geneva Accords 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated February 11, 
1989 to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 1s 
gravely concerned at the developmg situation m Afghanistan. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns 
impenalism and its agents for the1r attempts to foist a civil 
war on the people of Af ghamstan, sabotagmg all efforts by 
the Soviet Union and the NaJibullah Government for a peaceful 
national reconciliation. Impenahsm with impunity has been 
contmuously violatmg the Geneva Accord The Accord has 
been implemented only by the USSR with lts unilateral troops 
withdrawal. By heavily armmg the rebels to blocade Kabul 
and refusmg to allow U.N. planes with supplies to reach 
Kabul, impenahsm is creatmg conditions for a blood-bath. 
This only shows the scant respect with which tmpenahsm 
treats such accords lmpenahsm pursumg a plan to further 
its mterests, is considermg recognismg the MuJahideen as 
the government m exile, thus protractmg the confhct and 
pushmg the situation towards a protracted civil war This is 
m total contradiction with the Geneva Accord which under
lined the mdependence, non-ahgned status and terntonal 
mtegnty and sovereignty of Af ghamstan 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) condemns the sugges
tion made by the President of Pakistan callmg for a confed
eration of Pakistan and Af ghamstan. This reflects the gnp 
of the mihtansts m Pakistan over the regime This sugges
tion not only undermines the basis of an mdependent 
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Afghamstan, but exposes the Pak1stam m1htary's role as the 
pnme agent of impenahsm m the region 

Whtie uneqmvocally condemmng 1mpenahsm and its moves 
to further the conflict, the Pohl Bureau of the CPl(M) ex
presses its complete sohdar1ty with the Government headed 
by NaJ1bullah and the PDPA, and 1s confident that the demo
cratic forces will succeed m their efforts to protect the sov
ereignty, mdependence and temtonal mtegnty of thetr country. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) appeals to all progres
sive and democratic forces m India to strongly protest agamst 
1mpenahst intngues and extend full support to the Afghan 
people. 



Polit Bureau on 
Criticisms of Congress(!)* 
Statement dated Febuary 9, 1989 issued to Press 

The statement by Shn K N. Smgh, General Secretary of the 
AICC, commentmg on the Poht Bureau's commumque, can 
be understood only in one way : The Congress(!) 1s deeply 
afraid of the growmg understandng between the Left, demo
cratic and secular forces. It 1s also not accidental that such 
a reaction has come from the Congress(!) and the BJP. 

It is not worth arguing with K.N. Smgh on the basis of 
Lemmsm, smce 1t 1s evident that no follower of Lemn would 
accept the leadership of RaJtV Gandhi and his Government
a government which serves the mterests of the monopohsts, 
protects the landed mterests, invites multmatlonals, attacks 
democratic nghts and compromises with the communal forces. 
That must be the reason why KN Smgh has not talked 
about Congress(!) pohc1es which are rummg the masses. 

Even on the question of communahsm, he does not stand 
on a sound footmg. It 1s the Congress(!) which 1s responsi
ble for the erosion of secular values and which has compro
mised with all sorts of communal forces m the country to 
keep itself in power. Has 1t not ahgned with all the caste 
and communal forces m Kerala agamst the Left and Demo
cratic Front? Dtd 1t not ally with the Mushm League m the 
recent elections m Tamil Nadu? In both places 1t was strongly 
rebuffed by the people Did 1t not woo the Church in the 
recent elections m Mtzoram and dtd it not orgamze the caste 
gathenngs in Haryana and U P recently? Is It not a fact that 
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it has encouraged Mushm fundamentalism in Jammu and 
Kashmu? Is it not responsible for the continued activities of 
the Sikh extremists in Pun1ab by refusing to find a solution 
to the Punjab problem, keeping the elections m mind? 
Mr. Singh has no answers to these questions, because it is 
the Congress(!) which has given up the traditions ot antl
imperiahsm, patnoiism and seculansm. 

It does httle credit to the intelhgence of Shn Singh that 
he has chosen to misunderstand the Poht Bureau statement. 
One can only be amused at his stance. Surely he is not 
ignorant that in the December 9, 1987 rally in Delhi, the 
CPl(M) and the Left parties raised the slogan for the re
moval of the RaJtV Gandhi Government At the same time, 
they warned the people against the danger from the commu
nal and separatist forces and called for an alternative of the 
Left, democratic and secular forces. The formation of the 
National Front was welcomed by our Party. We are also 
making efforts to gather all the secular forces in order to 
defeat the Congress(!) Government. This hne was endorsed 
by our Party Congress held recently. 

The formation of the National Campaign Committee is 
to supplement these forces, to rally the people and to rad1cahze 
pubhc opinion so that the campaign agamst communahsm 
and separatism, in defence of national independence and for 
burning issues are highhghted There 1s no contradiction in 
the stand which the Party Congress has taken, and the for
mation of the National Campaign Committee and the Poht 
Bureau's statement. Shri Singh must understand that with 
the record of the Congress(!) no one can save it from col
lapse. Our Party will continue to stnve for an alternative to 
his party's Government, which can provide rehef to the people 
and at the same time isolate the communal forces. 



Polit Bureau on Bhopal Surrender* 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
issued the following statement. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) 1s shocked at the content 
and manner m which the "full and final" settlement of the 
four-year-old legal battle for compensation for the Bhopal 
gas v1ct1ms has been arrived at. 

From the mitial claim of over three billion U S. dollars 
the Government of India chmbed down dramatically to ac
cept a compensation of less than half a billion U.S. dollars 
This grossly inadequate and miserly amount consituted a 
surrender by the Government of India before the multma
ttonal Umon Carbide. Official figures place those who are 
dead due to the gas leak at 3,332 and even four years later 
over 60,000 people contmue to be adversely affected by the 
mhalation of MIC. After paymg compensation for the dead, 
this would leave a measly amount of around Rs 5,000 for 
the victims who have to be rehab1htated. 

The basis of arnvmg at the settlement has not been ex
plained by the Supreme Court It 1s common knowledge that 
m the earlier negotiations for an out-of-court settlement, the 
Government of India had turned down an offer of Rs 650 
crores It 1s mdeed cunous that the Government of India 
should now consider this as an equitable settlement and 
ended all cases pendmg with the civil or cnmmal courts on 
this settlement. 

*Published in 'PEol'LE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, February 19, 1989 



12 Documents of The Communist Movement m India 

What strengthen the sell-out to the multmat1onal corpo
ration 1s a fact that the culpabihty of damage caused by the 
Umon Carbide has not been pmned down Even the terms 
of the settlement have not been made pubhc. 

The CPl(M) c~ns1ders this settlement as a total sell-out 
and warns the Government that 1t cannot abandon its re
sponsib1hty of prov1dmg adequate rebef for the rehab1bta
t10n of the victims The CPl(M) calls upon the people of 
India to register theu protest agamst this highly condemna
ble surrender by the Government of India. 



Polit Bureau on The Union Budget* 
Statement issued to Press 

The new budget ( 1989) of the Government of India carnes 
the mark of an election year budget which, while giving 
some rehef to some sections, offers large concessions to the 
big monopolists, which of course have its value m an elec
tion year. 

The budget prommently puts forward the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Employment Scheme. No government or party in India to
day can forget the problem of unemployment. The Eco
nomic Survey itself estimates registered unemployed at more 
than three crores. But vast numbers are unemployed in the 
rural areas. These areas form the bulk of the electorate. 
Once agam, therefore, the promise has been repeated of one 
employed person per family m the rural areas. Past experi
ence shows that such promises are never fulfilled. 

It should be noted at the same time that the budget has 
not taken note of the three crores registered unemployed m 
the cities, where one and a half lakh enterpnses are sick, of 
which more than one lakh forty thousand have been de
clared to be non-viable. The reduction of the income tax 
rate for the Rs. 18,000 to Rs 25,000 bracket provides some 
rehef, but obviously 1t is meant for the election year. The 
outlay of Rs. 9,374 crores for rural areas which mcludes 
food and clothmgs subs1d1es, also constitutes a gift of the 
election year. Thousands of crores of rupees have been spent 
m rural areas m the name of anti-poverty schemes without 
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any change m the cond1t1on of the poverty-stricken mass 
The Central assistance to the States falls far short of their 
requirements. 

The increase m taxation of steel. the decontrol of alu
mm1um and several other measures, are bound to lead to 
pnce nse and finally adversely affect the people. But they 
are a gift to the big houses to stand by the Congress(I) tn 

the election year. It has to be noted that there is no change 
in the Government's import hberahsation pohcy imposed by 
the World Bank. On the other hand, it seems the budget 
proposes to reduce customs duttes on certam h1-tech prod
ucts. Care has been taken not to off end the World Bank and 
obstruct the free flow of foreign goods and technology. The 
dec1s1on to restnct defence expenditure at Rs. 13,000 crores 
should be welcomed. But 1t ts doubtful 1f 1t can be imple
mented considering the continuous armmg of Pakistan by 
the USA. Finally the estimated deficit of Rs. 7 ,337 crores 
is an invitation for an mflat10nary spiral, nse in pnces and 
defraudmg of the poorer sections. The budget, m spite of its 
announced relief to some sections, will lay heavy burdens 
on the people, addmg to their distress and misery. 



Polit Bureau Statement on 
Railway Budget* 

The Ratlway Budget presented by Shn Madhavrao Scmd1a, 
Ratlway Mm1ster on February 23, 1989, burdens the people 
with yet another dose of very heavy add1t1onal impost. Ad
d1t1onal revenue of the order of Rs. 876 crores to be col
lected by mcrease in freight, parcel and luggage rates 1s 
gomg to push up pnces of all essential commodities. It is 
bound to fuel inflation. Commg at it does m the wake of 
additional imposts of Rs. 240 crores m 1988-89, ID a span 
of less than two years, people of this country are bemg 
forced to pay an additional sum of more than Rs. 1, 100 
crores. The Railway Mmister has declared that he was not 
gomg to increase the passenger fare but nevertheless has 
virtually levied additional impost on everyone m the country. 

The Mmister was trymg to be clever when he announced 
that certam commodities hke salt, fruit, vegetables, etc. will 
be exempted from this mcrease m the freight charges. But 
in the name of rationalisation of freight charges he has not 
hesitated to mcrease the rate for carrying f oodgrams, pulses, 
etc. which are needed and consumed by everyone ID the 
country. Not all the people of this country get 1Dto a tram 
every year. But all the 80 crores of people need nee, wheat, 
pulses everyday for their consumption. To exempt the trav
ellmg pubhc from paying more as ratlway fare but at the 
same time compelling the entue nation to pay more for their 
datly needs, is the Congress(!) brand of pohttcal jugglery m 
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an election year. That even m an electton year such a huge 
load of add1ttonal impost has to be levied on the people 
only goes to show the depth of the cns1s of the Indian 
economy. 

The Polit Bureau condemns the hefty hikes which wall 
add a futher burden to the already back-breaking load im
posed on the people by the Government. The Poht Bureau 
further calls upon the people to register their protest agamst 
this anti-people measure of the Government. 



Polit Bureau Statement on 
Congress(I) Hooliganism* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M} strongly condemns the 
concerted effort by the Congress(D MLAs to assault the 
Governor in the West Bengal Legislative Assembly while he 
was readmg the Governor's Addres&. The attack on the 
Governor and the physical efforts to hum1hate him are un
precedented and cannot by any standard be termed a protest 
action against the State Government. 

The reson to violence withm the State Assembly is in 
hne with the inflammatory calls being repeatedly issued by 
Congress(I) leaders like Ghani Khan Chowdhury m the State. 
CaUs to attack policemen, bum police vehicles and take up 
sten guns agamst the Marxists are the reprehensible tactics 
pubhcly advocated by the State Congress(I) leadership. It is 
this approach which has been reflected w1thm the Assembly 
also. 

The Poht Bureau calls upon all sections of pubhc opm
ton to denounce this tramplmg of democracy in West Bengal. 
It is confident that the people of West Bengal will isolate 
the Congress(D further for indulgmg in such vde tactics. 

*Pubbsbcd m 'PEoPu's l>EMocaAcY', New Dcllll, March S, 1989. 
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Homage to Comrade 
Prithvi Singh Azad* 
Statement issued to Press by the Polit Bureau 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
pays homage to Comrade Pnthvi Smgh Azad who died 
on March 5, m H1ssar (Haryana). 

Born m vtllage Lalru (Punjab), Pnthv1 Smgh Azad had 
gone to the USA m the begmnmg of this century to earn his 
bvmg There he 1omed the Gadr Party and became one of its 
founders. He spent long years m 1a1l and underground. His 
expenence of work as a revolutionary brought him mto the 
Commumst Party. In the early th1rt1es, he, along with Gurmukh 
Smgh ran away from police custody while bemg transferred 
from the Andamans to a Punjab Jail. While underground he 
visited Moscow. After gammg Iegahty he began workmg in 
the K1san Sabha m Punjab. 

He will always be remembered by all well-wishers of the 
Commumst movement and other democratic-mmded people. 

While chenshmg his memory and paymg tribute to him, 
the Poht Bureau conveys condolence to his family members. 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March 12, 1989 



Polit Bureau's Condolence on 
Bahuguna's Demise* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep sorrow 
and gnef at the sudden passmg away of Shn Hemwati Nandan 
Bahuguna, President of the Lok Dal (B), m the Umted States 
of Amenca 

Shri Bahuguna was a respected pohllcal leader. He made 
an important contribution in the freedom struggle and stood 
for anti-impenahst struggles throughout his hfe. After inde
pendence he consistently championed secular values, com
bating the evtls of communahsm. He showed deep concern 
for the phght of the downtrodden and the minorities. He 
served m many pubhc offices both m Uttar Pradesh and m 
the Central Government. 

In his death, the democratic and secular forces in the 
country have suffered a big loss. The Poht Bureau conveys 
its heartfelt condolences to Mrs. Kamala Bahuguna, his sons 
and family members. 

*Pubbshed m 'PBOPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Deihl, March 26, 1989 



Polit Bureau Communique* 
Issued following its meeting held on 
March 18-19, 1989 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) held a two-day meetmg 
which concluded on March 19, 1989. 

The meetmg expressed deep gnef at the passing away of 
Shn H N. Bahuguna and paid homage to his memory. His 
death at this juncture ts a big loss for the democratic and 
secular forces m the country. In his political career he stood 
for anti-impenahst values and consistently championed secu
lansm. The Poht Bureau conveyed 1ts smcere condolences 
to Kamala Bahuguna and other members of the family. 

Thakkar Report 
The Poht Bureau condemned the manner m which the Prime 
Mtmster and the Congress(I) Government dealt with the 
legitimate demand of the members of Parliament, newspa
pers and pubhc opmion for tabling the Thakkar Commis
sion Report m Parliament. While refusing to accede to this 
1ustified demand, the rulmg party resorted to the authontar-
1an step of suspending 63 Oppos1t1on MPs m the Lok Sabha. 
This draconian action violated all norms of parhamentary 
democracy and must be strongly condemned by all those 
concerned for democracy in the country. 

The widespread opposition to the Government's unrea
sonable stance finally forced the Government to change 1ts 
stand This was a victory for the fight put up by the umted 
Oppostllon and the protests by pubhc opm1on and the 
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newspapers. The Poht Bureau expressed its shock that no 
member of the Umon cabmet other than the Pnme Mimster 
was allowed to see the text of the Report, which shows the 
collapse of the Cabmet system under the Congress(!) rule 
The Poht Bureau demanded that apart from the commission 
Report, the Special Investigation Team's report mto the matter 
should also be placed before Parliament. 

Congress(I) Crisis 
The Poht Bureau noted that the cnsis m the Congress(!) party 
contmues with deep mtensity. The recent developments m 
Rajasthan and Gujarat after the Bihar events, show how un
pnncipled faction-fights and power-mongenng is paralysmg the 
Congress(l)-run State Governments and leadmg to one mims
tenal cnsis after another They confirm that the ruhng party is 
fast losmg its capacity to govern the country and provide a 
mmimum framework of admmistration to serve the people 

Punjab Situation 

The Poht Bureau noted that after prolonged dilly-dallymg, 
the Rajiv Government has come out with a package of pro
posals on Punjab. The package while providmg some con
cessions which meet the demands of the situation, is on the 
whole not sufficient to solve the senous problem m Punjab 
The Polit Bureau is of the opmion that the Government 
contmues to take a complacent attitude regardmg the terror
ist threat and the contmumg toll of mnocent hves due to 
their violent depredations. It reiterates that terronsm m Punjab 
cannot be dealt with by only admmistratlve and pohce meas
ures, as the Government has been domg What is required 
is a comprehensive political solution which can help m iso
latmg the terronsts and mobihsmg all peace-lovmg sections 
of the population. The question, accordmg to the Poht Bureau, 
is whether the Government will show the necessary political 
will to deal with the problem m a democratic manner or 
whether it will repeat its earher erroneous course of usmg 
the Punjab problem for its own partisan interests. 
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In this connection, the Poht Bureau welcomed the dec1-
s1on of the Left parties to orgamze a dharna m New Delhi 
on March 29 to focus attention on this question It called 
upon all democratic mmded sections to support this action. 

On Bodo Agitation 
The Pobt Bureau'cons1dered the developing situation m Assam 
where the Bodo agitation and the AGP Government's deal
mg with it has led to the outbreak of widespread violence 
in some areas causing bloodshed, loss of hves and wanton 
destruction of State and pnvate property. The Poht Bureau 
approved the statement issued by the State Committee of 
the CPl(M) which expressed its view that the solution of the 
problem needs patient negotiations; while the CPl(M) is 
opposed to the call for a separate Bodo State, Jt holds as 
legitimate the demand for the recogmtlon of the nght of the 
Bodos as a tribal minonty to have their identity recogmzed 
politically. The CPl(M) has always stood for the prmc1ple 
of regional and local autonomy w1thm a State in order to 
enable the tnbal commumt1es to share the task of admm1s· 
tratton, along with other nat1onaht1es of India. The Poht 
Bureau hoped that the AGP Government of Assam and the 
Central Government would agree to apply this pnnc1ple to 
the Bodos m Assam, whtle the orgamsers of the Bodo agi
tation would do everythmg possible to bnng the situation 
back to normal. 

Communal Provocation 
The Poht Bureau expressed Its grave concern at the moves 
made by some Hmdu orgamzat1ons to step up the agitation 
on the "Ramjanmabhumi" temple issue. The call given by 
the Vishwa Hmdu Panshad and backed by the RSS to begm 
construction of a temple at Ayodhya on November 9 and to 
bnng bncks from villages all over the country for the pur
pose, is des1gned to whip up communal passions and poses 
a senous threat to communal amity. The Poht Bureau con
demns this move to develop a confrontation on this sensi-



Polit Bureau Communique 23 

ttve matter It reiterated the view of the Party that a peaceful 
settlement of the issue 1s essential, for which the whole 
dispute be referred for speedy judicial verdict 

Role or Governors 
The Poht Bureau noted that the Centre contmues to persist 
m its authoritanan practice of usmg Governors agamst the 
mterests of the elected State Governments. The way Gover
nors were announced for West Bengal and some other States 
recently without consultmg the Chief Mm1sters confirms 
this anti-democratic approach. In Karnataka, the Congress(I) 
sought to use the Governor to derecogmze the Janata Dai 
Government m the State. Ant1c1patmg widespread oppos1-
t10n to such a move, the Governor has desisted from adopt
mg such a disastrous course. 

Commg as this did in the wake of transf emng Professor 
Nurul Hasan, the former Governor of West Bengal, to Onssa 
and the reprehensible behaviour of the Congress(!} MLAs 
when Professor Hasan arrived to inaugurate the Assembly 
stss1on, shows the utter contempt of the ruling party for 
their own appomtees to the posts of Governor. 

CPI Congress 

Considermg the discussions and dec1S1ons of the Fourteenth 
Congress of the CPI the Poht Bureau noted the emphasis laid 
on the need for Left umty and the need for common under
standmg between the Left and secular Opposition parties to 
oust the Ra11v Government. The CPI Congress while takmg 
a firm stand agamst the Ra11v Government, highlights the 
danger to national umty from d1v1s1ve and communal forces 
and warns agamst opportunist electoral alhance with them. 
The Poht Bureau felt at the same ttme that the CPI has not 
yet been able to clanfy its stand towards Oppos1tton mims
tnes, withm the framework of forgmg a broad umty of Left 
and secular forces agamst the Congress(!) regime. There 1s 
every possibihty that the present unhealthy practice m some 
Stat~s, which bnngs gnst to the Congress(!) mtll, may contmue 
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The Poht Bureau considered it unfortunate that the CPI 
Congress could not conclude its discussions on the Pro
gramme, and adopt changes based on the ex1stmg class re
ahues The d1scuss1on on the Programme revealed that many 
members are conscious of the need for a change Without a 
basically correct understanding of the mterplay of class forces, 
no party can make its current act1v1t1es correspond to its 
long-term obJective 

It is perhaps now realized that in the present situation the 
umty of action of the CPI(M) and the CPI, along with other 
Left parties, assumes vital importance. 

Afghanistan Situation 
The Poht Bureau noted with grave concern the contmued 
bloodshed m Afghanistan. The USA and Pakistan are con
tmumg to blatantly v10late Geneva Accords. The rebels armed 
by USA and backed by the direct mterventton of the Pakistan 
Army, which has now been proved, are bemg severely re
buffed by the patriotic Afghan forces. The mternauonal 
community, the United Nations and the Non-Aligned Move
ment should strongly raise the1r voice agamst the blatant 
intervention of impenahsm and Pakistan mto the mtemal 
affa1rs of A.fghan1stan, threatenmg its sovereignty. 

While notmg with satisfaction the resolution adopted by 
the West Bengal State Assembly expressmg sohdanty with 
the people of Afghanistan, the Poht Bureau calls upon the 
Indian Parliament also to take a forthnght pos1t1on of soh
danty with the Afghan people. The Poht Bureau calls upon 
all sections of the people of India to rally together in a 
strong expression of sohdanty with the Afghan people. 

The Poht Bureau hails the recent Accord between the 
five Central Amencan nations which 1s aimed at ensurmg 
peace m the region The U.N. and the Non-Ahgned Move
ment must render the1r support for the implementation of 
the Accord. The Poht Bureau 1s confident that the people of 
Central Amenca will remam v1g1lant and thwart all attempts 
by the USA to sabotage the peace process 
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The Poht Bureau welcomes the process of dialogue started 
between the Kmg of Morocco and the Pohsano Front of 
Saharwi Arab Democratic Republic for endmg the conflict 
and fulfillmg the legitimate aspirations of the Saharwian 
people 



Condolence on Comrade 
Paritosh Chatterjee* 

Comrade Pantosh Chattef]ee, member of the West Bengal State 
Committee of the CPl(M), a promment leader of the Commu
nist and kisan movements, and a veteran freedom fighter, died 
at the N R.S. Hospital, Calcutta, at 8 55 am. on March 22. 
1989 at the age of 77. Comrade Chattefjee, a bachelor, was 
suff ermg from lung cancer. 

Comrade Pantosh Chatter1ee was born on Apnl 4, 1912 at 
Chmsura Batappur m Hooghly d1stnct. Hts ancestors had come 
from Fandpur distnct, now m Bangladesh. 

Right from his boyhood, Comrade Pantosh Chattef]ee was 
involved m the freedom struggle. Whtie he was an I.Sc. student 
at Hooghly College, he JOmed Jugantar, one of the biggest revo
lutionary groups of Bengal at that tune. Later he came m con
tact with Comrades BeJOY Modak, Phan1 BanerJee and Benoy 
Chowdhury, and was attracted towards Marx1sm~Lenm1sm. He 
Joined the Party in 1939 and smce then played a leading role m 
the ktsan movement. In the sixties he also came out agamst re
visiomsm and sectarianism, and was elected to the West 
Bengal State Committee of the Party. He was elected General 
Secretary of the West Bengal Knshak Sabha m 1985 and its 
President at the recent State Conference. He was also a mem
ber of the Central K1san Council of the All India Ktsan Sabha. 

EMS Namboocbnpad, General Secretary of the Party, has 
conveyed deep condolences at Comrade Chattefjee's demise, 
on behalf of the Central ComJDJttee. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl 2, 1989 



Polit Bureau Condoles Demise of 
S.M. Joshi* 
Statement dated April 2, 1989 issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) deeply mourns the passing 
away of Shn S M. Joshi, veteran Soc1ahst leader and free
dom fighter Smee his early student days, he was parttc1pat
mg m the nattonal struggle He was associated with the 
Youth League m 1928-30. He JOmed the non-cooperat1on 
movement m 1930 and courted arrest. He was one of the 
founders of the Congress Soc1ahst Party and the All India 
Kisan Sabha. He also organized the workers' umons m K1rkee 
defence mdustnal establishments and was the President of 
the Defence Workers' Federation for a long time. 

Throughout his eventful poht1cal hfe, he took a promi
nent part m fightmg communahsm and caste1sm and in de
fence of secular values A man of high mtegnty, his death 
1s a big loss to the Left and democratic movement. 

The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to his 
family members and colleagues. 

*Pubhshed ID 'PEoPu's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl 9, 1989 



Condolence on Comrade 
Khudiram Bhattacharya* 
Statement dated April 22, 1989, issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau is shocked to learn of the sudden death of 
Comrade Khuduam Bhattacharya, a member of the West 
Bengal State Committee of the CPl(M), on Apnl 21, 1989, 
due to a heart attack. 

Born m 1921 m the district of Fandpur (now m 
Bangladesh), Comrade Khudiram Bhattacharya Joined the 
student movement m the early 1930s In August 1942 while 
leadmg a student procession he was mercilessly beaten by 
the pohce leadmg to his hosp1tahsatlon Comrade Bhattacharya 
JOmed the Communist Party m 1948 and m 1949 he was 
arrested and thrown behmd the bars. 

When the united Party was spht m 1964, Comrade 
Bhattacharya Joined the CPl(M) from the very first day 
From the day he Jomed the Party till his death, Comrade 
Bhattacharya had been a wholettmer of the Party He was 
elected to the West Bengal Legislative Assembly m 1981. 
Smee independence, m the wake of the attack on the demo
cratic movement m West Bengal, the Congress Government 
imprisoned Comrade Khudiram Bhattacharya many ttmes 
and forced him to work underground for more than five 
years. 

Immediately after 1ommg the Party, Comrade Bhattacharya. 
under the gmdance of Comrade Muzaffar Ahmad, one of the 
founders of the Communist movement m the country, JOtned 
the peasant movement and the movement of the agncultural 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl 30, 1989 
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labourers He was one of the top rankmg peasant leaders m 
the 70-lakh strong K1san Sabha of West Bengal To the last 
breath of his hfe he earned on the work entrusted to him by 
the Party tirelessly and m the process underwent many sac
nfices At the time of his death he was the Secretary of the 
South 24-Parganas District Committee and a member of the 
West Bengal State Committee of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau dips the red banner of the Party m 
memory of this dedicated comrade who spent all his hfe m 
the struggle for a society free of explo1tation. 



CPl(M) Condemns Dissolution of 
Karnataka Assembly* 
Statement dated April 20, 1989, issued by the 
Polit Bureau 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) condemns the action of the 
Central Government for tts applymg Article 356 and d1s
solvmg the Karnataka Assembly, and m the process throw
ing out a non-Congress(I) government This dastardly as
sault on democracy is yet another proof, if any was needed, 
of the authontanan way the RaJIV Government is movmg 

For long, democratic pubhc opm1on has been demandmg 
that m case of any dispute on whether any rulmg party 1s 
enJoymg the confidence of the Legislature, it should be 
settled on the floor of the Assembly This opm1on was also 
shared by the Sarkana Comm1ss1on which specifically rec
ommended that the testmg of maJonty should be on the 
floor of the Assembly But the Karnataka Governor, 
Shri Venkatasubb1ah, abrogated to himself the power of the 
nght of the Legislature to d1sm1ss the Janata Dai Govern
ment of Karnataka and dissolve the Assembly. The so-called 
facts on the basis of which the Governor acted, are dubious. 
The action 1s all the more heinous when it was specifically 
declared by the Karnataka Chief Mm1ster that the Assembly 
was bemg called on April 27 to prove his maJonty The 
unseemly haste with which the Central Government, 1gnor
mg such democratic pleas, utilised the Governor to dispense 
with the Janata Dai Government and the Legislative Assem
bly once agam graphically underscores the fact that democ
racy is not safe m the hands of the rulmg Congress(!). 

*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl 30, 1989. 
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The Poht Bureau calls upon the people to register their 
protest with all the strength at their command Democracy 
1s md1vmble and 1f 1t 1s murdered m one State, there 1s no 
reason to thmk that it will survive m the rest of the country. 

The Poht Bureau also calls upon all the Party umts to 
tum the Protest Day on Apnl 27 throughout India as called 
upon by the Opposition parties mto a massive mamfestahon 
of people's will and determmation to fight for democracy 
and defeat the anti-democratic manoeuvres of the RaJIV Gandhi 
Government 

Earlzer, the Polit Bureau had issued the following state
ment dated April 20, 1989 

The Pohl Bureau of the CPl(M) notes with concern cer
tam developments m Kamataka followmg the reported dis
satisfaction among some members of the Janata Dai Legis
lature Party about the recent expansion of the State Cabmet 
by the Chief Mm1ster. 

The Congress(!) and the other forces are trymg to exploit 
this situation to destab1hze the State Government. These 
sm1ster attempts must be defeated m the total mterests of 
the country. 

Weakenmg or destabihzmg the Mm1stry plays mto the 
hands of the Congress(!) and open controversy over the 
compos1tion of the Mm1stry and threats of desertion from 
the party defaces the image of the Oppos1tlon m the country 
and makes its suspect m the eyes of the people. 

The Poht Bureau appeals to the Janata Dal legislators 
not to fall victim to the manoeuvres to topple the non
Congress(I) Opposition State Government. 



Polit Bureau Condemns Attacks 
in Tripura* 

The Poht Bureau condemns the attack organized by the 
Congress(!) on the Tnpura State Committee office and the 
CPl(M) workers at Agartala On May 5 Congress(!) hood
lums attacked the Tnpura State Committee office of the 
CPl(M) at Agartala. The mob which raided the CPl(M) office, 
led by the Congress(!) goondas, was armed with bombs and 
other lethal weapons At the time of the attack, leader of the 
Oppos1t1on and ex-Chief Mm1ster of Tnpura, Comrade Nripen 
Chakraborty, Tnpura State Committee Secretary Comrade 
Dasarath Deb, and former State Secretary, Comrade Bhanu 
Ghosh, were present at the office 

The ostensible reason for such v10lent attacks on the CPl(M) 
was a daco1ty committed m the house of one of the relatives 
of Shn SuraJeet Dutta, Mm1ster of State of the Excise De
partment of the Congress(l)-TUJS Government of Tnpura, 
at Jadavpur, a suburban area of Calcutta. At the time of the 
robbery Dutta's wife and some other relatives were in that 
house. The Director General of Pohce, West Bengal, de
scribed the mc1dent as a simple cnmmal case of daco1ty. 
But the mc1dent was projected at Agartala by the State Mm1ster 
Dutta as an attack by the CPI(M) on the house of his 
relatives.When his wife was contacted in Calcutta she also 

*Pubbshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 14, 1989 
This statement of the Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) was pubhshcd m 
'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY' after observance of 'Protest Day' 10 Tnpura on 
May 9, 1989, though it was 1Ssued earlier 
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was reported to have said that it was m no way connected 
with pohttcs and was a simple case of robbery 

That the attack was pre-planned was obvious from the 
fact that whereas the actual attack on the Party office was 
launched at 7 00 p m , the Party office telephones were made 
moperatlve smce 2 00 p m m the afternoon. The gang which 
earned out the attack earned kerosene m tins Strangely, the 
pohce picket already on duty ID front of the Party office was 
withdrawn JUSt on the eve of the attack. 

Smee the last Assembly elections, virtually a sem1-fas
c1st terror has been let loose m Tnpura As on April 30, 
1989, 65 CPI(M) workers have been murdered, 200 Party or 
mass orgamzatien offices ransacked or occupied, 6,000 workers 
of mass orgamzations 1mpbcated ID false cases, about 100 
women raped, more than 200 women assaulted and more 
than 500 Party workers dnven away from their houses and 
locaht1es. It is not only the CPl(M) workers that are under 
attack; even bureaucrats are not bemg spared. The latest 
victim was the Additional Secretary-cum-FIDance Secretary 
of Tnpura Government, Shn S. Subramamam, who is now 
fightIDg for his hfe ID a Calcutta hospital where he was 
flown to from Agartala. 

The Pobt Bureau strongly condemns this action of hoo
hgamsm of the Congress(!) m Tnpura and calls upon the 
democratic opm1on m the country to rally behmd Tnpura. 
The more the Congress(!) 1s gettmg isolated from the mass 
of the people, the more they are resortIDg to this sort of 
hoohgamsm m order to browbeat and cow down pubhc opm1on. 
The Tnpura State Committee has called upon the Party umts 
to observe May 9, 1989, as Protest Day The Poht Bureau 
calls upon the Party umts to express their sohdar1ty with 
Tnpura on that day. 

\bJ. XXIII-3 



Polit Bureau Deplores 
M.P.s' Statement on Tibet* 
Statement dated May 12, 1989, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) deplores the statement 
recently issued by 55 Members of Parhament cnt1c1smg the 
Chmese Government's pohcy on Tibet. The bulk of these 
MPs belong to the Congress(!) and some from certam Op
pos1llon parties. It is unfortunate that the statement cnt1-
c1ses the mternal affaus of the Repubhc of Chma and calls 
upon the Chmese Government to negollate with the Dala1 
Lama on his terms of reference The Chmese Government 
has repeatedly made 1t clear that they are prepared to negotiate 
w1thm the framework of the country's umty and sovereignty 

The CPI(M) feels that such an attitude will only harm 
Ind1a-Chma relations which have shown improvement m the 
recent penod. The problems faced by either country mter
nally should not be the subject of mtervent1on by the other 
country. Such an approach will only vitiate the fnendly at
mosphere and hamper the smooth development of relations 
which are of vital mterest to the people of the two countnes. 

Our Party has been cons1stenly advocatmg the need for 
normahsatlon of relatlons with Chma, mcludmg negotiated 
settlement of the border dispute It is good that progress has 
been made by both sides m this matter. This 1s m the best 
mterests of the two countnes and for peace m the region. 
Nothmg should be done to impede the development of fnendly 
relations 

*Publtshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Dclht, May 21, 1989 



Restoration of Sino-Soviet Relations* 
Statement dated May 18, 1989, issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
hails the normahzatton of relations between the People's 
Republic of Chma and the USSR and between the Commu
mst Party of the Soviet Umon and the Commumst Party of 
Chma after a break of three decades. 

Comrade Gorbachev, dunng his v1s1t, met and held d1s
cuss1ons with the Chmese President Yang Shangkun, Pre
mier Lt Peng, General Secretary of the Commumst Party of 
Chma, Zhao Z1yang, and had a summit meetmg with Deng 
Xiaopmg 

This h1stonc event has produced far-reaching results. The 
agreements reached create a sohd poht1cal basis for the de
velopment of State-to-State as well as Party-to-Party rela
t10ns. In the sphere of economic cooperation s1gmficant 
decisions have been taken which would become a sohd re
serve of Socialist developments. 

The normahzation of relations between these two big 
Soc1ahst countnes will have a salutary impact Q.1l the world 
Commumst movement and the course of future world devel
opments. These relattonsh1ps based on mutual respect for 
sovereignty and terntonal mtegnty, non-aggression, non-m
terference in the mtemal affairs, equahty, mutual benefit 
and peaceful co-existence will also profoundly influence the 
relations and interactions between the Soc1ahst countnes 

The CPl(M) which has always been stnvmg for the 
*Pubbshed tn 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, May 28, 1989 
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improvement of relations between these two countries and 
the umf1cauon of the mtemallonal Commumst movement 
based on Marx1sm-Lenm1sm particularly re101ces at the re
sults of the summit 

The normalization of Smo-Sov1et relations will have a 
signal impact of immensely strengthenmg the forces strug
gling for world peace. The normahzation of relations will 
have an 1mmed1ate effect m easmg tensions m the As1a
Pac1f1c region Restoration of fraternal Smo-Sov1et relations 
1s a big victory for the world forces of peace, democracy 
and Soc1ahsm 



Polit Bureau Statement on 
Liberalization* 

The Poht Bureau condemns the blackmaihng pressure 
tactics of the US Government of applymg the "Super 301" 
clause of the U.S. Trade Act to India to force it to open its 
economy further to U S. capital. Smee the early 1980s, m 
successive GATT conferences, US. representatives have been 
pressunzmg India to allow multmationals in the services 
sector of India, especially msurance. These pressures were 
also sought to be exerted on India under the threat of reduc
mg the export quotas of India 

The RaJiV Gandhi Government's policy of hberahsation, 
facihtatmg the entry of multmauonal corporations mto the 
country, has made India more vulnerable to impenahst pres
sures. This has emboldened the U S Government to now 
mvoke its Trade Act to pressunze the Government of India 
for greater access to the Indian economy. This latest meas
ure also comes m the background of the pressures bemg 
mounted on India to accept the US. stand on mtellectual 
property nghts. 

The action of the U.S. Government is all the more rep
rehensible that whereas the USA is steadfastly stickmg to 
its protectionist policies, it wants other countnes to relax or 
ehmmate regulations so that mvestments and entry of goods 
become easy. 

The Poht Bureau notes that the Government of India has 
objected to this mtervention by the USA. The Poht Bureau 

*Publtshed ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Deihl, June 4, 1989 
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demands that the Government of India firmly resist this 
U S blackmail. It calls upon all sections of the people to 
strongly protest agamst this brazen attack by the U S 
Admmistration on India's sovereign nght to determme its 
economic policies. 



Continuing Anti-People Policies 
Accentuating Crisis* 
Polit Bureau Communique issued following its meeting 
held in New Delhi on May 28, 1989 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India· (Marxist) 
concluded a two-day meetmg at New Delhi on May 28, 1989. 
Its review of the national polmcal suuatlOn is given below 

Intolerable Burdens on the People 

The socio-economic policies of the Congress(!) Government, 
which are acqumng still more anti-people dimensions under 
Ra11v Gandhi, are at the root of the escalating prices of 
consumption goods, demal of fair pnces to agncultunsts 
and other sections of small producers, growing unemploy
ment, increasmg burdens of taxation, debt and other prob
lems of the people The mdustnal and agncultural workers, 
workmg peasants and other sections of the to1hng people 
are, therefore, obliged mcreasmgly to go mto action m de
fence of theu hvmg and workmg conditions The Poht Bu
reau called on all units and friends of the Party to render 
every form of assistance to these mass act10ns. 

The Poht Bureau called upon all its umts and democratic 
forces to extend full support to the call for launchmg a 
m1htant land struggle from June onwards by the Left-led 
peasants' and agncultural workers' orgamzatioas. 

Danger of Debt Trap 

The Poht Bureau noted that the class pohc1es of the Ra11v 
Government are takmg the country mto an internal as well 

*Pubhshed in 'PEoPLl!'s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, June 4, 1989 
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as external debt trap The contmumg budgetary deficits, steadily 
mcreasmg borrowmgs, the accumulation of mterest on the 
debts contracted every year, etc , are makmg mternal financ
mg heavily dependent on mternal creditors. Externally too, 
recurrmg deficits m the balance of payments have made 
India mdebted to foreign creditors to the extent of Rs 100,000 
crore (as pomted out m the Party Central Committee's Apnl 
Commumque and now confirmed by a secret report brought 
to hght m a national daily) The Government 1s makmg all 
preparations for gomg m for another mstalment of IMF credit 
with all the cond1l1onaht1es mvolved The step has not yet 
been taken only because this happens to be the year of the 
Lok Sabha elections and the Government 1s aware of the 
adverse reactions among the electorate. 

The ever-mcreasmg cnsis of mtemal and external finances 
of the country makes the Government a prey to pressures 
and blackmail from U S. impenahsm. 

Increasing Imperialist Pressures 

The Pohl Bureau expressed senous concern that in the re
cent penod, the U S. Government and impenahst circles 
have stepped up their pressures on the Indian Government 
to force it to succumb to its dictates. The vociferous cnt1-
c1sm of India's mdependent sc1ent1fic and defence capabil
ity and the biased and false testimony of the CIA Chief 
before the Senate Sub-Committee that India is makmg a 
hydrogen bomb, are evidence of U.S 1mpenahsm's designs 
to weaken India's mdependent capab1httes. The hostile re
action to the test launch of the Agm mtermed1ate-range missile 
is intended to deflect India from pursumg a self-rehant pohcy 
to safeguard its secunty mterests. 

On the economic front, the brazen use of the pumt1ve 
clauses of the US. Trade Act agamst India marks a new 
phase m the mountmg pressure on the country to hberahze 
tts economy further to suit U S. capital. The pohcy of hb
erahzat1on pursued by the RaJtV Government has made 
the country vulnerable to U.S. pressures. Already the RaJIV 
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Government has retreated m the face of U S demands to 
discuss intellectual property nghts under GATT auspices. 

All these pressures are accompamed by impenalism's 
planned moves to foment tensions between India and its 
neighbours so that India 1s encircled by hostile regimes 

The Polit Bureau while expressing concern at this 1mpe
nahst game, called upon all patnotlc forces m the country 
to strongly oppose these measures, particularly the "Super 
301" clause, and to ensure that the Government of India 
also takes a firm stand on the issues which concern the 
country's sovereignty and independence. 

The Polit Bureau noted that despite the pressures from 
1mpenalism, the Government has contmued the foreign pohcy 
of non-alignment and world peace. There 1s, however, no 
room for complacency, because forces are at work m some 
sections of the bourgeois Oppos1t1on and even w1thm the 
rulmg party which want to thwart any form of resistance to 
impenalist pressures 

Divisive Forces Active 

It 1s against this overall political environment, the Poht Bureau 
noted, that vanous forces of national d1srupt1on and 
destabilization are at work. Ullhzmg the genuine discontent 
among vanous sections, the forces of caste1sm, communal-
1sm, tnbal and regional separatism are becoming active Far 
from fightmg these threats to national umty, the ruling 
Congress(!) party bargains and comes to opportumstlc agree
ments with these forces. The continumg electoral alliances 
with the Mushm League m Kerala and Tamil Nadu and with 
the TNV m Tnpura are the clearest examples of this 

Punjab 

The Ra11v Gandhi Government still refuses to take any new 
political m1t1at1ve on Punjab. It seeks to keep the problem 
hangmg and wishes to take electoral advantage out of it. In 
the meantime, the extremists contmue their killing of mno
cent people without respite. The CPl(M) and the Left parties 
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are their special targets In this period two important com
rades of the CPI(M) (and the entire family of one of them) 
have been killed by the terrorists 

The Poht Bureau noted that the CPl(M) and the CPI 
JOmtly organized a big satyagraha m Delhi on May 10, 1989, 
demanding immediate steps for a political settlement of the 
Punjab problem. It called upon all peace-loving and patn
otlc sections of the people to mobilize and exert pressure on 
the RajtV Government so that an 1mmed1ate poht1cal mter
ventlon 1s possible. 

Jammu & Kashmir 
The Poht Bureau noted that the s1tuat1on m Jammu and 
Kashmir 1s alarming Pro-Pak1sta01 extremists, trained across 
the border, have infiltrated back mto the Valley and are usmg 
arms m encounters with the pohce. Terronstic bomb attacks 
and disruption of public hfe 1s takmg place. This develop
ment constitutes a grave threat to the country's umty, and 1f 
the secess1omst forces are allowed free rem, along with Punjab, 
the whole North-Western border will get destabilized 

Attack On Parliamentary Rights 

The Poht Bureau noted the RaJIV Gandhi Government's acts 
of devalumg parliamentary democracy as seen in the refusal 
to place important papers before Parliament. The v10lauon 
of the well-established convention of havmg an Oppos1uon 
MP as the chairman of the Pubhc Accounts Committee, the 
Speaker's partisan role, the amendment of the rules of busi
ness for Parliament, and the refusal to have a probe into the 
allegations agamst the Speaker, all these constitute a senous 
undermming of Parliamentary democracy 

Panchayat Bill : Attack on Federal Principles 
The Poht Bureau was of the view that the dec1s1on of the 
RaJIV Gandhi Government to deal directly with the d1stnct 
authontles behmd the backs of the elected State Govern
ments m the matter of the Jawahar Rozgar YoJana and the 
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Panchayat1 Raj leg1slat1on constitutes attack on the federal 
structure of the Constitution, side-stepping the State au
thorities. Wuh regard to the Panchayah Raj, everybody 
agrees on the need for ensuring regular elections, reserva
t10n for Scheduled Castes and Tnbes, and women, and for 
adequate fmancial resources for the panchayats, for 
developmental work But the thrust of the 64th Constitu
tion Amendment Bill 1s to undermme the powers of the 
State Governments and the federal prov1s1ons of the 
Constitution. 

The fact remams that 1t 1s mostly in the Congress(l)
ruled States that panchayat elections were not held for long. 
Non-Congress(!) Governments have m general reversed the 
previous Congress(!) Government's pohcy What is lacking 
m this respect 1s the poht1cal will on the part of the ruhng 
Congress(I) party and the State Governments run by that 
party. For this lapse of the Congress(l)-led State Govern
ments, the Raj1v Gandhi Government 1s pumshmg even those 
State Governments which have given a good account of them
selves in runnmg the panchayats. 

The Poht Bureau further noted that the Sarkana Com
m1ss1on which went mto the question of Panchayati Raj, 
made two alternative suggestions. either the preparation of 
a model Bill for leg1slat1on at the State level by consensus 
at the Inter-Government Council of Chief Ministers and some 
Central ministers (as proposed by the Comm1ss1on), or a 
Central leg1slat1on with the consent of all State Govern
ments. Adoption of either of these courses would have ob
viated the need for upsetting the Centre-State balance as ts 
involved m the Raj1v Government's Bill 

The Poht Bureau denounced the Central Government's 
action m d1sm1ssing the Karnataka Government and d1ssolv
mg the State Legislature there. This ts m gross v1olat1on of 
the pnnc1ple agreed to by the Governors' conferences ear
lier and endorsed by the Sarkana Comm1ss1on, that the is
sue of loss of majonty by the rulmg party should be de
cided m the House rather than m the RaJ Bhavan 
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Hostility to Left-Led Governments 
The Poht Bureau denounced the d1scnmmatory and anti
democratic attitude to the LDF Government of Kerala 
Although this 1s a year of bumper crop, with nee requlSl
ttons m Punjab and Haryana so far bemg double the last 
year's amount, Kerala with its chrome deficit has been put 
in the pos1t1on of havmg its supply drastically cut That 
State 1s also facmg financial stringency due to the wrong 
policies pursued by the Central Government and the previ
ous Congress(l)-led State Government. 

The Left Front Government of West Bengal too 1s faced 
with d1scrimmat1on as seen in many cases mcludmg the 
Bakreshwar plant, the Hald1a project and the neglect of the 
jute industry. 

Attack in Tripura 

In Tnpura, the Congress(!) attacks on the Left Front and the 
CPl(M) have gone to such an extent that Congress(!) hood
lums sought to destroy the CPI(M) State Office and kill its 
leaders mcludmg the former Deputy Chief Mm1ster. The 
Poht Bureau called on the democrattc sections to raise their 
voice agamst this senous attack on democracy and the omi
nous signs of authontanan1sm as seen m Tnpura. 

Communal Danger 

The Poht Bureau expressed its anxiety at the worsenmg 
communal s1tuat1on engendered by the Ramjanmabhoomi/ 
Bahn Masj1d dispute. It condemned the mtrans1gent stand 
of the BJP and RSS which have declared that they would 
not accept a Jud1c1al verdict if it went agamst thetr demand. 
The tensions generated by communal propaganda on this 
issue have already seen nots break out m Hazanbagh and 
Mathura. The Poht Bureau expressed surpnse that the Cen
tral Government has not yet fixed a Nattonal Integration 
Councll meetmg despite the Pnme Mm1ster announcmg the 
mtentton to do so. The Poht Bureau called upon all secular 
forces to be on guard agamst the machmations of the communal 
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elements. The Poht Bureau called upon all the Party umts 
and democratic sections to strengthen the campaign against 
the communal danger as announced at the National Conven
tion held on May 9. 

Unity of Left and Secular Forces 
The Poht Bureau decided to continue its efforts to forge the 
umty of the Left and secular forces so that the Congress(!) 
is defeated m the forthcoming elections to the Lok Sabha. 
In this connection, the Poht Bureau took note of the moves 
by the Janata Dal for an overall electoral adjustment with 
the BJP Such a move will only strengthen the hands of 
Rajiv Gandhi and the Congress(!) and help it to pose as the 
champion of national umty and the minontles. The objec
tive of 1solatmg and defeating the Congress(!) will be harmed 
by any alliance, understanding or adjustment with the com
munal forces of which the BJP 1s the biggest. The Poht 
Bureau, therefore, once again appealed to the Janata Dai 
and other secular Opposition forces to retrace their steps 
which will otherwise have harmful consequences. The CPl(M) 
and Left parties are determined to continue the fight agamst 
the communal forces in defence of national umty, while 
persevering m the efforts to unite all the Left and secular 
parties to ensure the defeat of the Congress(!). 

The Poht Bureau stressed the need to strengthen Left 
unity, overcommg all the difficulties which crop up, so that 
the Left forces can play their due role in the prevailing 
complex pohttcal s1tuat1on. 



On the Question of Withdrawal 
of IPKF* 
Statement dated June 5, 1989, issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
1s deeply concerned at the recent developments regardmg 
the Indo-Sn Lankan Accord 

It 1s perturbed at the umlateral declaration of the Sn Lankan 
Government askmg for the wit})drawal of the Indian Peace 
Keepmg Force (IPKF). 

The IPKF was sent to Sn Lanka m accordance with the 
prov1s1ons of the lndo-Sn Lankan Accord. The CPl(M) had 
supported the Accord because It safeguarded the autonomy 
of the Tamtl mmonty m the North-East, w1thm the frame
work of a united Sn Lanka, and this would help m restoring 
peace m the country 

The untlateral declaration by the Sn Lankan Government 
without regard to the Accord places the Government of India 
m a difficult s1tuat1on Whtie the Government of India should 
express its concern over these development~. 1f the Sn Lankan 
Government persists then India has no option The Tamrl 
mmonlles who supported the Accord from the begmmng, 
have rightly raised their v01ce agamst this umlateral decla
rat10n by the Sn Lankan Government 

This development comes m the background of the wh1p
pmg up of chauvm1st frenzy by the JVP and other Smhalese 
chauvm1st elements. and the threat of launchmg attacks on 
people of Indian ongm. This will only aggravate tensions 
further The Sn Lankan Government should see the mherent 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'' New Deihl, June 11, 1989 
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danger of the s1tuat1on Instead of 1mplementmg the prov1-
s1ons of the Accord and ensuring autonomy to Tamtl m1-
nonues w1thm the framework of a united Sn Lanka, the 
Government there is playing mto the hands of the chauvm-
1sts The Sn Lankan Government should ensure the safety 
of the Tamll mmont1es and the people of Indian ongm 

It must be remembered that U S 1mpenahsm 1s makmg 
all attempts at destab1hzmg the country m the region. The 
torpedoing of the Indo-Sn Lankan Accord will only enable 
U S 1mpenahsm to carry out Its designs m the region. 

The CPl(M) appeals to the Sn La~kan Oovernment, and 
m particular to the democratic forces m Sn Lanka, to nse 
to the occasion and assert themselves to mamtam peace, 
safeguard the mtegnty and sovereignty of Sn Lanka and for 
normal good-neighbourly relations between India and 
Sn Lanka. 



On the Events in China* 
CPl(M) Polit Bureau Statement dated June 5, 1989 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its concern and 
anxiety at the recent developments in Chma. The Poht Bu
reau 1s deeply disturbed at the tum of events which led to 
the use of force by the Government resultmg m the tragic 
loss of lives and tnJUry to people. 

Dunng the last three weeks a large number of students 
occupied the Tiananmen Square at Be1Jing. Except for gen
eral slogans for "more democracy", neither concrete demands 
were placed, nor was it clear on what demands they were 
pers1stmg in their agitation. It is also not understandable 
why a negotiated settlement could not be arrived at dunng 
this Jong period. In the absence of concrete demands, this 
action spearheaded by a m1sch1evous section misleading the 
mass of students, could be considered as nothing else but a 
direct challenge to the Socialist system and the ruhng Com
munist Party m China. 

This became clear from the fact that they refused to suspend 
their occupation for two days dunng Comrade Gorbacbev's 
visit in order to allow the Soviet leader to pay homage to 
martyrs. 

lmpenal1sm and the Western Press is taking full advan
tage of the situation and denouncing the Chinese Govern
ment. The massive coverage given by the Western Press, the 
Indian big business media and the reactions of the impen
alist powers are clearly aimed at denouncing Socialism. It is 

*Refer Document under Item No. 25 of tins Volume. 
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also aimed at detractmg world attention from the results of 
the h1stonc Smo-Sov1et Summit which has further strength
ened the forces of peace, democracy and Soctahsm the world 
over 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) is confident that the 
Communist Party of Chma, the Government of the People's 
Republic of Chma, and the Chmese people, with their glo
nous revolutionary trad1t1ons will be able to resolve the 
problems and restore normalcy m an amicable manner with
out further damage to hfe and property The Poht Bureau 
hopes that the mass of Chmese students and their leaders 
will respond pos1t1vely to these efforts 

\\>I XXIIJ-4 



Polit Bureau on Developments in China* 
Communique Released on June 21, 1989 following 
its meeting held on June 20, 1989* 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
met on June 20, 1989, and reviewed the recent disturbing 
developments m Chma following its earher statement of 
June S, 1989. 

The Poht Bureau expressed its gnef at the tragic loss of 
hves of the soldiers of the People's Liberation Army, stu
dents and others m the recent turmoil m the People's Re
public of Chma The happenings leadtng to the occupatton 
of the T1ananmen Square by sizeable sections of students 
were spearheaded by a group which was advocatmg not the 
strengthening of democracy w1thm the Soc1ahst system, but 
demandmg the restoration of bourgeois democracy and cap1-
tahsm These elements who managed to mislead sections of 
pubhc opm1on were thus directly challengmg the Soc1ahst 
system and orgamsmg a counter revolutionary rebelhon. 

The ttmmg of the agitation cannot be considered as ac
cidental as 1t came on the eve of the h1stonc Smo-Sov1et 
Summit. New facts that have come to hght smce the first 
Poht Bureau statement confirm impenahst involvement m 
the conspuacy. The normahzation of relations between the 
USSR and the PRC 1s an event of signal importance m 
shapmg future world developments. World forces of reac
tion led by U .S 1mpenahsm are uuhsmg all methods tn 

thetr arsenal to reverse such advance In this background 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, June 25, 1989 
Refer Document under Item No 24 of this Volume 



Polit Bureau on Developments in China 51 

world 1mpenahsm is drrectly a1dmg and mst1gatmg the counter
revoluttonary forces in the PRC. The unamm1ty with which 
1mperiahst powers have attacked the PRC and declared their 
support for those forces seeking restoration of cap1tahsm in 
China is also reflected m the massive m1sleadmg 
propaganda barrage that was unleashed to mould pubhc 
opinion. The fabricauon and d1stort1on of events have been 
unscrupulously resorted to by the bourgeois-controlled me
dia to whip up an antl-Commumst hysteria by openly sup
portmg the conspirators. 

The Pohl Bureau notes that the People's Liberation Army 
displayed tremendous restramt and patience for a long time 
m the face of unprovoked violent attacks m order to sepa
rate the mass of students and people from the conspirators 
who were challengmg the Socialist system 

The Poht Bureau 1s aware of the fact that the Chinese 
Communist Party has been underlining the need to combat 
such trends which seek to restore cap1tahsm and to replace 
Soctahst democracy with bourgeois democracy. Such trends 
were characterized by 1t as bourgeois hberahzat1on. Earher 
student actions reached a point where the then General Sec
retary, Hu Yaobang, had to be replaced in January 1987. It 
appears that the campaign launched by the CPC agamst 
bourgeois hberahzation then, has not been earned out stead
fastly. Further some problems arising from speedy economic 
reforms considered necessary for Chma's modem1zation ac
compamed by the growth of bourgeois 1deolog1es were ut1-
hzed by certain sections to challenge the very soc1ahst sys
tem and leadership of the Commumst Party of Chma. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) is confident that the 
Chinese Commumst Party will redouble its 1deolog1cal v1g1-
lance against 1mperiahst mtrigues and such trends which 
erode confidence in the Soc1ahst system. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) notes that Deng X1aoping 
on June 9 stated : "This incident has impelled us to thmk 
of the future as well as of the past sober-mmdedly. It will 
enable us to carry forward our cause more steadily, better 
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and even faster and correct our mistakes faster and carry 
forward our strong pomts." He added . "We should senously 
sum up our expenence and carry on what 1s nght, correct 
the errors and make great efforts to improve what 1s unsat
isfactory." This comes m the background of what the Chalf
man of the Party's Central Advisory Comm1ss1on said at its 
meetmg on May 25 : "This chaos has not come about by 
chance One of the reasons 1s that we have relaxed Marx1st
Lenm1st education for a penod and weakened the Party's 
ideological work." 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) 1s confident that the 
CPC, the Government of the People's Republic of Chma 
and the Chmese people with their glonous revolutionary 
traditions will draw the necessary lessons and take the re
qutred measures for strengthenmg Soc1ahsm and Soc1ahst 
democracy. 

The CPl(M) declares its smcere commitment to defend 
the Chmese Soc1ahst revolution. The Poht Bureau calls upon 
the Party ranks to relentlessly expose those m India who are 
now spreadmg slanderous ant1-soc1ahst propaganda m our 
country. The Poht Bureau appeals to the people of the coun
try not to be misled by such propaganda. 



Polit Bureau Statement on 
l\1oga l\tassacre* 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly condemns the cold-blooded massacre of 26 people, 
mostly RSS workers, by the Khahstam terrorists m Moga 
town on June 25, 1989 This dastardly attack 1s designed to 
disrupt communal amity ID the State and further the nefari
ous designs of the anti-national terrorists The Poht Bureau 
conveys its heartfelt condolences to the fam1hes of those 
who died m this outrage. 

This brazen attack once aga1D reveals the senous state of 
affairs ID Punjab It exposes the 1rrespons1ble claims of the 
P..nme Mm1ster and the Punjab Governor, S1ddhartha Shankar 
Ray, that the situation m the State 1s under control and that 
the extremists are on the run The Punjab adm1mstrat1on 
headed by S S Ray contmues to adopt a complacent and 
callous attitude to the terrorist menace The Prime Mm1ster 
and the Central Government cannot escape respons1b1hty 
for their contmu1Dg failure to take any meanmgful steps to 
poht1cally isolate the terronsts and create the conditions for 
mob1hsmg all sections of people to solve the problem m 
Punjab which has a duect bearing on the defence of national 
umty and seculansm m the country 

*Published ID 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 2, 1989 



Condolence on Comrade 
Andrei Gromyko* 
Statement issued by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
expresses its heartfelt condolences on the demise of Andrei 
Gromyko, a veteran Commumst leader, outstandmg Soviet 
statesman, and till recently President of the Pres1dmm of 
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR Comrade Gromyko's con
tribution m carrymg out Soviet foreign pohcy 1s well known 
Havmg served the Soviet Umon m vanous capacities, and 
as the Foreign Mm1ster for more than two decades, Comrade 
Gromyko played an important role m strengthenmg Indo
Sov1et relations and the s1gnmg of the Indo-Sov1et Treaty. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) conveys its condolences 
to the Central Committee of the CPSU and family members 
of Comrade Gromyko. 

*Pubhshed ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 9, 1989 



E.M.S. Namboodiripad Greets 
Jiang Zemen, General Secretary of 
Communist Party of China* 

Message from General Secretary EMS. Namboodiripad on 
behalf of the Central Committee, CPl(M), to Jiang Zemen, 
General ·Secretary, Central Committee, CPC. 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), I convey to you our warm con
gratulations on your assumption of the high office of the 
General Secretaryship of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Chma 

Our Central Committee wishes you all the best m dis
chargmg the big responsibihty entrusted to yoo. We wish 
your Party all success m pursumg the hne decided at the 
recent Fourth Plenary Session of the CPC's Thirteenth Cen
tral Committee to tackle the complex problems facmg Chma 
today We are confident that the fraternal relations between 
our two Parties will contmue to grow and strengthen. 

*Pubhshcd ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Deihl, July 9, 1989 



Defeat Rajiv Government, Isolate 
Communal Forces* 
Central Committee Communique issued on 
completion of its meeting held in New Delhi on 
July 15-17, 1989 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) met m New Delhi from Jui) 15 to 17, 1989 It 
reviewed the developments in China and the national politi
cal developments and adopted the following communique 

On Developments in China 
The Central Committee discussed the recent events in Chma. 
It fully endorsed the stand taken by the Poht Bureau m its 
statement issued on June 21, 1989 The Central Committee 
congratulated the leadership of the Communist Party of Chma 
for successfully tackling the senous situation ansing from 
the counter-revolutionary rebellion. It expressed sorrow over 
the loss of hves of PLA soldiers and some innocent civil
ians. It wished all success to the CPC m Its endeavour to 
advance economic modernisation and democracy withm the 
framework of Sociahsm. 

Resist Imperialist Pressures 
The Central Committee noted with concern that U.S pres
sures are bemg mtensified on the Indian Government. The 
threat to apply trade sanctions through the Super 301 clause, 
the objections to testmg of the Agm misstle and the supply 
of the F-16 fighter planes to Pakistan are all directed towards 

*Pubhshed ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, July 23, 1989 Refer 
Documents under Item Nos 24 and 25 of this Volume regardmg devel
opments tn Chma 
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pressunzmg India to change its economic and foreign policy 
The Government of India has strongly objected to the threat 
of trade sanctions. The C C called upon the Government of 
India to firmly resist these pressures and appealed to all 
patnotlc and democratic forces to umtedly oppose these moves 
agamst the sovereignty and mdependence of the country 

Sri Lanka 
The Central Committee discussed the worsenmg relation
ship between the Indian and Sn Lankan Governments and 
expressed its anxiety over these developments. The scuttlmg 
of the Sn Lanka Accord will help tmpenahsm m the region 
to further its designs and it will be a setback for the people 
of the two countnes. The Sn Lankan President precipitated 
the cns1s by calling for the umlateral withdrawal of the 
IPKF by July 29. The Pnme Mm1ster and the Government 
of India's stand that withdrawal can take place conditional 
to Sn Lanka 1mplementmg vanous measures is only wors
ening relations and strengthenmg the ant1-Ind1an forces m 
Sn Lanka. Given the determmed stand of the Sn Lankan 
Government that the IPKF must be withdrawn, the Indian 
Government has no other option. Such a development is no 
doubt fraught with grave consequences for the umty of 
Sn Lanka and the secunty of the Tamil mmonty. But the 
RaJIV Government should not adopt any posture which im
pmges on the sovereignty of Sn Lanka. Even at this stage 
negotiations between the two Governments to resolve the 
differences will be m the mterest of the two countnes. 

The Central Committee strongly condemned the dastardly 
killings of A. Amnthalmgam and V. Yogeswaran, TULF leaders 
by suspected LTTE assassms. 

National Political Developments 

Surveymg the national political developments smce its last 
meetmg, the Central Committee noted that the movement 
for defeatmg the RaJIV Gandhi Government and to isolate 
the communal forces has gathered strength. The Central 
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Committee decided to further develop the movement and to 
take steps to overcome the problems which anse in the course 
of d1schargmg this task 

Economic Situation 

The three months since the last meeting have seen a further 
deterioration in the nat10nal economic situation The esca
lating pnces of all essential commodities have reached a 
new high, with the wholesale pnce mdex touching 462 8 m 
June 1989 (8 4 per cent over that of June 1988). The exter
nal debt burden has reached the huge figure of Rs. 90,000 
crores, accompanied by the enormous mtemal debt, this 1s 
makmg the threat of a debt trap 1mmment The demal of 
remunerative pnces for the peasants and the growmg rural 
unemployment make the phght of m1lhons miserable The 
loss of JObs due to closures and lock-outs threatens the hve
hhood of the urban workmg people 

The C.C. noted that all sections of the working people 
are resisting the attacks launched on them through the class 
pohc1es pursued by the RaJIV Government The Left-led mass 
organizations are particularly in the forefront. The agitations 
and struggles launched by them are of great importance m 
the developmg movement against the RaJIV Government. 

\ Congress(l)'s New Measures 

Faced with isolation from the people, the Congress(!) is 
trymg to compensate the losses by resortmg to new ma
noeuvres which are mtended to woo large sections of the 
rural poor and urban oppressed The Jawahar Rozgar Yo1ana, 
the promise of reservation and the panchayat and urban lo6:al 
bodies legislation are intended to create an 1mpress1on on 
the large mass of scheduled castes, women, young people 
and mmontJes While seeking to woo these sections, the 
Congress(!) deliberately avoids those measures which would 
affect the interests of the landlords and the dominant classes. 
They do not want to implement land reform or deal with the 
crux of the problems which the oppressed sections of society 
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are facmg As such, these measures become election-eve 
allurements which will m no way help m solvmg the genu
me problems of the poverty-stncken mdhons. The Central 
Committee decided to step up the campaigns to expose the 
real mtent1ons of these manoeuvres 

Subversion of States' Rights 
The RajtV Government has embarked on the dangerous cour~e 
of subvertmg States' powers and tarnpenng with the Const1-
tutton for this purpose. The 64th Amendment Bill on 
Panchayatt Raj now before Parhament and the proposed 
Urban Local Bodies Bill conslltute a senous attack on the 
nghts of the States. The duphc1ty of the Congress(I) mten
tlons is clear from the fact that the worst record for non
holdmg of regular elections to Panchayats and Mu01c1pah
ttes are those of the Congress(l)-ruled States. The Panchayat 
bodies require more powers and resources but what Ra.JIV 
Gandhi wants IS their abject dependence on the Centre. In 
the name of decentralization of powers what is sought to be 
imposed is over-centrahzatton. 

The Central Committee expressed its deterrnmat1on to 
ensure that these antt-democrattc Bills are opposed totally 
m Parhament. It called upon all the Opposition parties to 
see through the authontar1an mtent of the leg1slatton and 
umtedly oppose and prevent the Constitutional amendments 
m the current session of Parliament. 

Authoritarian Attack 

The Central Committee noted that m this penod, there have 
been further mstances of the Centre's attacks on States ruled 
by non-Congress(!) parties. Despite the virtually unammous 
oppos1tton to the use of Arttcle 356, the Bomma1 Govern
ment of Karnataka was d1sm1ssed, v10latmg the wholesome 
prmc1ple that the question of a M101stry contmumg to have 
or losmg the ma3onty m the legislature, should be tested on 
the floor of the House rather than m the Raj Bhavan. Spokes
men of the Central Government mcludmg the Pnme M1mster 
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himself have used the powerful media at their disposal to 
attack non-Congress(!) Governments without g1vmg the lat
ter an opportumty to reply through the same media 

Hostility to Left-led Governments 

The Left-led Governments of West Bengal and Kerala have 
contmued to be the target of hostthty and dtscnmmatton by 
the Central Government and the Congress(I). The Centre 
refuses to concede the leg1ttmate demands of the two State 
Governments for supply of foodgrams, sanctions for new 
projects and allocatton of money for developmental pro
grammes. 

In Kerala, contmuous efforts are mounted to destab1bze 
the Government and 1t is the constant mob1hzation of the 
people by the Party and its alhes which 1s fothng the moves 
of the Congress(I). In West Bengal, the advanced conscious
ness of the people has been seen m the big response to the 
Bakreshwar Power Plant project bemg undertaken by the 
State Government The workmg class has played a notable 
role m contnbutmg funds for this project. 

The existence of these two Left-led Governments which 
have earned forward their work m the mterests of the peo
ple facmg the unrem1ttmg hostthty of the Central Govern
ment, and which have been m the forefront m the fight for 
democracy, strengthens immeasurably the Left and demo
cratic forces m the country. The defence of these Govern
ments and the propagation of their achievements constitute 
an important part of the pohucal struggle today. 

Tripura 

In Tnpura, the full mtens1ty of the authontanan attack 1s 
bemg witnessed. The armed attack on the Party State Com
mittee Office in May and the later attack on the office m 
Beloma, md1cate how terronsttc methods contmue to be 
used agamst the CPI(M) and the democratic forces. Ind1s
cnmmate arrests, beatmg and tortures m pohce lockups 
contmue. Altogether 68 CPI(M) activists and supporters have 



Defeat Ra)IV Government, Isolate Communal Forces 61 

been murdered smce the elections last year, 7000 comrades 
physically attacked and IDjured, 200 women raped and around 
300 tortured m pohce custody. A diabohcal step has been 
taken by the Congress(l)-TUJS Government for the mduc
tton of the notonous Assam Rifles for combmg operattons 
m the tnbal areas of the State. This will lead to large-scale 
harassment and oppression of the tnbal people The Left 
Front Government when m office had refused to allow such 
combmg operattons which would only terronse the tnbal 
people. The pretext for this new attack on the tnbal people 
1s the settmg up of a new extremist group, the TNLF, con
s1stmg of a few disgruntled elements from the TNV The 
"combmg operations" are designed to terronze the tnbal 
people, persecute the CPl(M) tnbal cadres and create a situ
atton for the falsification of elecllons to the Lok Sabha 

The Central Committee urges all the Left and democrattc 
forces not to ignore this grave development. The mtensified 
terror m Tnpura portends an ommous threat to democracy 
m the country and reqmres a common umted resistance 

Rajiv Gandhi and the Congress(!) leadership have launched 
a big campaign of slander and d1stort1on agamst the Oppo
sition This false campaign to mislead the people must be 
countered This reqmres the umted efforts of the Opposition 
and the launching of mass struggles of the people on their 
basic issues. The Central Committee expressed concern that 
the mam secular Oppos1t1on forces are still embroiled m 
their mner d1ff erences and hence laggmg m launchmg this 
counter-offensive The Central Committee considers that mass 
acllons have to be immediately launched by the umted m1-
t1at1ve of the Left and secular parties. 

Punjab 

The Central Committee expressed its concern over the stub
born refusal of the RajIV Gandhi Government to take any 
poht1ca1 m1llat1ve on Punjab It has deliberately decided to 
keep the Punjab problem hangmg with a view to takmg 
electoral advantage out of it which 1s Jeadmg to a s1tuat1on 
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10 which the dally kilhng of mnocents contmues without 
respite by the Khahstam extrenusts. The CPI(M) and the 
CPI along with other Left and secular forces have been 
continuously mobihzmg the people for forcmg the Govern
ment to take pohucal steps to settle the problem pohttcally 
and isolate the extremists 

Communal Danger 
The Central Committee expressed its concern that the Vishwa 
Hmdu Panshad and the RSS are gomg ahead with their 
plans to move the bncks from villages to Ayodhya from 
September 30. They have announced November 9 as the day 
the construction of the temple will begm at Ayodhya This 
1s bound to v1t1ate the atmosphere m north India. Already 
riots have taken place m Mathura and Hazanbagh due to the 
rising tension. The Hmdu communal forces are adoptmg an 
aggressive posture set for a confrontation on the 
Ramjanmabhoomi issue It 1s m this background that the 
BJP has come out openly with its Hmdu platform. 

The Mushm fundamentalists are also not keepmg quiet 
They are trymg to rouse passions on the Babn MasJid issue 
and the open mg of all defunct mosques. In J ammu & Kash
mir a dangerous situation prevails Extremists tramed in 
Pakistan have mfiltrated back into the Valley and are using 
arms m encounters with the pohce. Pro-Pakistam funda
mentahst forces have become more aggressive 10 the recent 
months. The Natipnal Conference and the Congress(!) refuse 
to jomtly mobilize the masses agamst the acttv1ties of the 
Pakistam mspired extremists but carry on mtngues against 
each other. 

The Central Committee noted with satisfaction that the 
May 9 Convention sponsored by the Left parties agamst 
communahsm focussed on the RamJanmabhoomJ/Babn MasJid 
issue and gave a call for the unity of all secular and patn
ouc forces to counter the growing communal danger. It called 
for an mtense campaign m the country to foll the designs of 
the communahsts to whip up tensions. This mass campaign 
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has to be taken up senously and the people mobilized to 
preserve communal umty ' 

The Central Committee protested agamst the failure of 
the Rajiv Government to meet the challenge posed by the 
communal forces. Its refusal to hold the meetmg of the 
National Integration Council, though 1t promised to do so 
after demands from the Left parties and other secular forces, 
shows that the RajtV Government is mtent on usmg the 
tensions created by the communal forces for its own parti
san purposes. 

Opposition Unity 
The Central Committee noted that the question of ties be
tween the Janata Dai and the BJP has assumed prommence. 
It noted that talks are bemg held between these two parties 
for an electoral understandmg. The Janata Dai and the Na
tional Front bemg the major secular Opposition forces in 
the country will have to seriously consider whether this elec
toral tactic will help defeat the Congress(!) and strengthen 
national umty. 

The Central Committee further noted that the Palampur 
meetmg of the BJP National Executive has made it clear 
that even tf there is an overall or State-level adjustment of 
seats with the Janata Dai, the BJP will proceed with its own 
independent political campaign on the Ramjanmabhoomt issue 
as well as on the scrappmg of the Mmontles Comm1ss1on 
and annulment of Article 370 of the Constitution 

Hold Simultaneous Elections 

The Central Committee demanded that the Lok Sabha elections 
and elections to 17 State legislatures, where polls are due in a 
short time, should be held simultaneously. Such a step will avoid 
unnecessary expenditure and wastage of pubhc money 

Defeat Congress(I) 

The Central Committee decided that the commg penod should 
be used to prepare the entire Party and people for the electoral 
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battle with the central aim of defeatmg the Congress(!) For 
this the Party will stnve to mob1hze all the secular forces 
to umte with the Left so that an eff ecttve electoral fight can 
be given. It seeks to defeat the RaJIV Government on a plat
form which will isolate the communal and d1v1s1ve forces 
It has to enter the electoral struggle strengthenmg Left umty 
and with a platform of the Left which will h1ghhght the 
danger from 1mpenahsm and for a firm non-ahgned foreign 
pohcy In the mtervenmg penod, till the election campaign 
begms, the Party and mass orgamzattons must conduct m
dependent campaigns and struggles to strengthen Left umty 
and stnve for common struggles on urgent issues of the 
people with secular Oppos1tton parties. 

Mass Campaigns 
Agamst this background the Central Committee decided to 
call on all State umts of the CPl(M): 

(a) To observe the last week of August from the 24th to 
30th for a campaign for the defeat of the RaJiv Government 
and for the umty of all secular Oppos1t1on forces to defeat 
the Congress(!); 

(b) To observe September 28 as a day for a communal 
harmony campaign all over the country; and 

(c) To contmue and intensify the struggles and campaigns 
which have already been planned by the trade umons, k1san, 
agncultural workers', student, youth and women's orgamza
t1ons. 



Recent Developments in China* 
Statement adopted by the Central Committee of the 
CPl(M) in its meeting held in New Delhi on 
July 15-17, 1989 

I 
The May-June developments m People's Chma followmg 
the Beijing students' unrest and demonstrations have focussed 
the attention of all progressive forces on People's China. A 
well orchestrated propaganda circulating blood-curdhng re
ports about the massacre of thousands of mnocent students 
whose only fault tt seems was that they wanted more demo
cratic nghts, has served to sway pubhc op1mon m many 
countnes against the Government of People's Chma and the 
heroically battlmg Commumst Party of China. 

In India also, the big bourgeois Press ever wdhng to 
stnke at soc1ahsm, the Commumst Party and Marxism-Len
inism readily cuculated the reports, guaranteemg their truth, 
with the result that sections of the Indian people also are 
condemning the Government of Chma for its alJeged mass 
shootmg of the students and suppression of the 'pro-democ
racy' movement in cold blood 

It is extremely unfortunate that these developments have 
taken place when better understanding and relations between 
the Government of India and People's Chma are on the 
anvil. It is a matter of some satisfaction that the Govern
ment of India has kept its cool and refused to JOID the ant1-
Chma tuade. 

Apart from traditional Chma-ba1ters hke the Tibet lobby, 

*Pubhshed m 'TM Marxist', theorettcal Journal ofCPl(M) Refer Docu
ments under Item Nos 24 and 25 of this Volume on developments m Chma 

~l XXIII-5 
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cntlcs of China consist of democratic and progressive forces, 
including well-wishers of China m the country Their reac
tion is based on two counts· (1) The student movement was 
a movement for genuine democratic advance; (2) It was sup
pressed m cold blood by the authonties. On both these counts 
they have been misled by the world Press, but many of them 
are now so much committed to their understanding that they 
refuse to accept the facts commg from the Government of 
Chma and its exposure of the circulation of fabncated news 
by the world media. 

Character of the Student Movement 
Was the student struggle an expression of a genuine demo
cratic movement? Was 1t a movement drrected towards strength
enmg the soc1ahst system of Chma, the People's Democracy 
led by the Commumst Party of Chma? No doubt there was 
general talk of democracy and certam immediate issues hke 
corruption, Press freedom were raised. Some of the part1c1-
pants even sang the lnternatlonale and some expressed theu 
support to the Party. All this was done to make it appear as 
1f the cry for democracy was w1thm the framework of the 
soc1ahst system and the leadership of the Party. The mass of 
students who were part1c1patmg m the movement were also 
made to believe that the demands raised were w1thm the 
framework of the State of People's Democracy. 

But the real character of the movement was seen when 
the mass was drawn m and when the leadership was able to 
exploit its participation. The way the student leaders re
sponded to the intervention of Premier Li Peng who prom
ised them dialogue, praised theu patnot1sm and promised 
action against corruption, showed that they were neither 
interested in a dialogue nor settlement of any concrete is
sue, but were challengmg the Government and demandmg 
its d1sm1ssal. When L1 Peng told them he was prepared to 
discuss some of the issues raised, they arrogantly told him 
he had no nght to set down the agenda for d1scuss1on, 1t 
was they who would do 1t They demanded that the partners 
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to the dialogue must be people holdmg positions, at or above 
the Standmg Committee Membership of the Poht Bureau of 
the Party's Central Committee and Vice-Premier: a Jomt 
communique on every dialogue must be published and signed 
by both parties, and dialogue should be held in locations 
designated m tum by the representatives of the two sides 
They were already acting as if they were a parallel Govern
ment with equal status. 

As early as Apnl 18 and 19 they attacked Xinhuanu head
quarters of the Party Central Committee and State Council 
and shouted Down with Communist Party. The illegal post
ers and leaflets circulated in thousands, put beyond doubt 
the objective of the leaders of the movement. Some abused 
the Commumst Party as a party of conspirators and de
scnbed 1t as an organization on the verge of collapse; some 
called for dtssolvmg the mcompetent government and over
throwmg autocratic monarchy, others demanded abohtton 
of the Chmese Communist Party and adoption of the mult1-
party system, the d1ss0Jut1on of party branches and removal 
of poht1cal workers m the mass orgamzattons, armed forces, 
schools and other umts; some issued a declaration m favour 
of pnvate ownership callmg for sounding the death-knell of 
pubhc ownership at an early date, and creatmg a new future 
for the repubhc Others brazenly mv1ted the Kuommtang 
back to the mamland and called for estabhshmg two-party 
pohttcs. The sponsors of the movement also announced they 
had an alternative hst for a new government, and a hst of 
officials to be pumshed 

Fmdmg that with the patience shown by the CPC and the 
Government and the educattve campaign launched by them, 
their mass base was eroding, they resorted to open rebelhon 
concentratmg their fire on the PLA and pohce, burnmg down 
military vehicles. They wanted to bnng about a confronta
tion between the mass and the PLA, leadmg to a blood
bath. They erected a statue m front of the Monument to the 
People's Heroes m the Square and named 1t the Statue of 
Liberty, m an attempt to attract Amencan pubhc opm1on. 
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They declared their aim was to organize armed forces, unite 
with various forces including the Kuomintang and Taiwan, 
that they would risk their lives t9 oppose the Communist 
Party and the Government. They called for a country-wide 
revolt saying a single spark could start a prairie fire. 

The May-June events were not a spontaneous student 
struggle for democratic rights but a well-prepared attack on 
the socialist system, exploiting the students for its reaction
ary ends. 

The ideological inspirer and leader of the revolt, Fang 
Lizhi, when he found there was no chance of success for his 
counter-revolutionary army, took shelter in the U.S. em
bassy. This fact by itself should have served to show what 
kind of democracy Fang and the student leaders sought. 
This Fang, it seems, was so much liked and admired by the 
U.S. imperialists that Bush, when he visited China, extended 
a special invitation to him for an official dinner, to give him 
the status of rival parallel political power centre. The Chi
nese Government protested and prevented the treacherous 
Fang from joining the banquet. Fang has made known his 
love for capitalist rule and bourgeois democracy. 

Falsification Campaign by Western Media 

Such was the counter-revolutionary character of the May
June upsurge, which many people support; misguided by 
imperialist media propaganda. The imperialist-controlled Press 
and media circulated fabricated versions of the struggle 
presenting it as a legitimate struggle for a few democratic 
rights. The participation of students.. was used to raise uni
versal sympathy and support for the aims and objectives of 
the movement which were really in consonance with impe
rialist interests. Every effort was made to paint it as a great 
popular protest. It was further circulated that the army was 
wavering, that certain sections of the PLA had joined the 
anti-Government forces and that there were clashes between 
sections of the PLA itself. Some diplomatic circles told the 
Press that they were trying to contact the Chinese authorities 
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but no one seemed to be m authonty of power In short 
every kmd of propaganda was made to make the wor]d fee] 
that the Government was co1lapsmg, the army had turned 
agamst the state, no one was m power and the success of the 
rebelhon was more or less e.nsured 

But when it was realized that the M~ist-Lemmst leader
ship of the Party was firmly m the saddle, when Zhao had to 
retreat, then the massive propaganda was started of the mas
sacre of thousands of students, of tanks mowmg down stu
dents m Tiananmen Square, pohce and mihtary finng on 
dense crowds and leavmg thousands dead m BeiJmg and 
elsewhere The lead was taken by the Voice of America which 
carnes the traditton of Goebbels and is financed by the CIA. 

It was later revealed that when the Tiananmen Square 
was fina1ly cleared not a smgle shot was fired The fmng 
and violence took place when the conspirators started losmg 
their mass support and desperately attacked the PLA and 
thetr forces The PLA and the Chmese Government and the 
CPC reahsmg that the antt-revolutionary elements were not 
yet completely separated from the mass of the people, and 
concerned with the safety of common man, refused to use 
arms agamst the unarmed people. lmtial estimates showed 
that the noters burned 180 mihtary vehicles, more than 40 
armed earners, more than 90 pohce cars, 80 buses and 50 
other government vehicles. Nearly 100 soldiers and pohce
men died, and thousands of pohcemen and soldiers were 
wounded. To meet this situation the PLA had to resort to 
actton. In the clashes, a total of 300 people died of which 
students constttuted 36 The Central Committee expressed 
Its gnef for the loss of hves of PLA soldiers and other 
mnocent civtlians. 

This narration of facts shows to what extent the impen
ahst media true to its class character and interest had falsi
fied news. They had painted the PLA and the Chmese Govern
ment as butchers of thousands of students and democrattc 
fighters, whereas it was the PLA which was at the receivmg 
end, showmg every kmd of concern for the common man 
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and striving to separate the mass from the conspirators. The 
PLA has really proved itself to be a people's army, one with 
the people, part of the people, never to be separated from 
the parent body-the people It 1s because the CPC and the 
PLA succeeded in isolating the conspirators from the mass 
that the 1mpenahst .Press poured all its venom against them. 

It 1s not surpnsing therefore that the CPC and its leaders 
pay repeated tribute to the PLA soldiers, calling them mar
tyrs for the cause of soc1ahsm and the Chinese revolution. 
They died while persuading the mass to separate themselves 
from the v10lence of the conspirators refusmg to use force 
till the conspirators were isolated. 

These facts show that the 'pro-democracy' turmoil had 
nothmg to do with democracy but was a call for counter
revoluuon, and accounts of blood-baths and massacre were 
sheer class propaganda agamst those who combatted the 
restoration of cap1tahsm and the bourgeois parhamentary 
system. The CPC and the Government of Chma deserve the 
greetmgs and congratulations of all revolutionary and pro
gressive forces on their success, on beating off the counter
revoluuonary offensive supported and encouraged by the 
impenahst Press, the media and governments. The world 
movement for sociahsm would have received a temfic set
back had the 'pro-democracy' fighters succeeded in their 
nefarious game. But many well-meamng people faded to 
understand this class situation, the fact that the world reac
tionary forces were usmg the occasion to scuttle sociahsm. 

Imperialist Fury at Failure of Revolt 
No person with a mmimum class consciousness could miss 
the sigmficance of world media support to the rebelhon. 
Which kmd of democracy has this media been supporting 
on a world scale? Its main busmess has been to denounce 
all revolutionary agitations and defend the global interest of 
impenahsm. The fact that this media was whole-heartedly 
supporting the student agitation should have made clear to 
all the class content of the movement. If there was any 
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doubt 1t should have been dispelled when one impenahst 
country after another started condemmng Chma and its suc
cess agamst the counter-revolutionary forces 

Media propaganda about mowmg down of hundreds of 
students was now followed by threatening postures and threats 
from the entire 1mpenahst gang. Never m the recent past has 
the impenahst camp shown such unanimity and oneness of 
purpose as m denouncing Chma and mttmidatmg it to con
ciliate the rebels. Amencan President Bush issued a threat
ening statement agamst Chma and called for postponement 
of relattons and meetmgs at higher levels. This was followed 
by several statements, proposals and suggestions from U.S. 
Senators and representatives, all urgmg Bush that he must 
take more drastic steps. Suggestions were made to cut eco
nomic aid, and postponement of some loans was immedi
ately decided. Bush and the U S. government now pretended 
to be defenders of human nghts agamst Chmese v1olat1on. 

The Bnttsh government under Thatcher was not slow to 
follow. The EEC, the nval impenahst bloc of European pow
ers, cancelled talks with representatives of Chma's external 
affairs department. France followed, censurmg Chma and 
postpomng economic aid Tius was followed by West Germany, 
Japan and all others. The Government of Canada and Aus
tralia both expressed their condemnation of Chmese repres
sion. The Amencan Senators and leaders of many countnes 
denounced violation of human nghts in Chma and called for 
drastic measures agamst her. The shameless supporters of 
apartheid, Israeh aggression and enemies of all hberatton 
movements, all came mto the arena as defenders of human 
nghts to mtimidate Chma mto submission.The utter irony of 
the situation, its hypocnttcal and farcical character was to
tally lost on the devotees of pure classless democracy. They 
jomed hands with the impenahst gangs to condemn Chma. 

Confrontation between Two Systems 
The impenahst mterventton through the media and the eco
nomic pressures agamst Chma, and its defeat, constitute the 
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most important international development of recent times, 
putting into shade all others Startmg with internal turmoil 
the situation developed mto a virtual confrontation between 
the two systems. Deng Xiaoping very correctly observed m 
his meetmg with the Army Commanders on June 9. The 
disturbances would have come sooner or later It was deter
mmed by the macro mtemational climate and by Chma's 
mtemal micro climate. 

The 1mpenahsts, takmg advantage of Chma's mtemal 
struggle, attempted to push forward a counter-revolution
part of the intensified contradiction between the two sys
tems The June 23 Ed1tonal of People's Daily also noted 
that the change from social unrest to counter-revolutionary 
not had a domestic and international background, and served 
to show the existence of class struggle. It said that the Thlfd 
Plenary Session of the Eleventh Party Central Committee 
had decided to shift the focus of work from class struggle 
to economic construction, but "class struggle 1s stlll going 
on and we should not lower our v1gllance". 

It should be easy to understand that what was at stake 
was the Chmese revolution, assailed by mtemal reaction 
and encouraged and supported by world reaction. 

Further 1t should be noted that this counter-revolutionary 
ag1tat1on and the Western support to it, were nsing m a 
crescendo when the Smo-Sov1et summit was takmg place. 
The 1mpenahst dread nothing more than Sino-Soviet under
standing and fnendsh1p. 

Erosion of Internationalism 
It 1s a matter of shock and dismay that this was not realized 
by a maJor part of the world working class movement. In 
contrast to the umty and cohesion of the world 1mpenahst 
camp, there was confusion and d1v1s1on in the mtemattonal 
workmg class movement. Only four or five soc1ahst coun
tries and their rulmg parties-the GDR, Bulgana, Cuba, 
DPRK and Czechoslovakia-understood the challenge of 
counter-revolution and cnt1c1zed the role of 1mpenahsm. 
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Other rulmg parties were content to describe it as an mter
nal affair of Chma caut1onmg agamst outside mterference 
and at the same time callmg for a reconc1hatory approach 
towards the leaders of the counter-revolutionary movement. 
Hungary openly denounced Chma Some non-ruhng Com
mumst Parties also condemned the Chmese authorities ex
tolhng the reactionary turmotl as a struggle for democracy. 

Years of differences, rev1S1omst and dogmatic standpomts, 
have eroded the ties of proletanan mtemationahsm. The thirty 
years of breach of relations between the two big Commumst 
Parties of the World, mghtmansh years for the world Com
mumst movement, have claimed their pnce. The Chmese 
revolution was left to fight its battle smgle-handed. Our 
Party should note this penlous situation and compliment the 
Commumst Party of Chma all the more for savmg the s1tu
at1on for the world movement. 

CPl(M)'s Firm Stand 

The big bourgeois Press m our country stuck to its class 
outlook and circulated all the slanders spread by the 1mpe
nahst media. It did everythmg possible with its headlmes 
and editonals to create a hostile impression agamst People's 
Chma. No wonder people were taken m, and a large number 
of mtellectuals got confused and began to attack the CPC 
and the People's Democratic Government. Inside our Party 
very few were actually confused. All the State Committees 
and the overwhelmmg maJonty of the ranks understood the 
situation and took a correct stand. The Poht Bureau has to 
be congratulated for its forthnght stand m the midst of 
worldwide confusion. The Ganashakti and the Pra1ashakt1 
(Party da1hes) deserve the congratulations of the entire Party. 
Had the Poht Bureau vacillated or satisfied its conscience 
by descnbmg the Chmese developments as an internal mat
ter it would have disgraced itself and the Party-lettmg down 
a vahant Party battlmg agamst counter-revolution. 

In our country we are facmg a delicate situation. The 
reactionary forces and some sections of bourgeois Opposition 
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are attackmg us for 'toemg' the Chma lme and lettmg down 
the democratic struggle Unfortunately a very big section of 
the mtellectuals and progressive forces opme the same way 
and are dismayed at our stand In different states, Party 
members are also askmg questions as to how to reply to the 
doubts raised and the cnttcisms made It ts futile to expect 
1mmed1ate agreement and understandmg. It 1s necessary to 
patiently explam facts and convmce the people. It will take 
some time, but one should not underestimate the shock re
ceived by those who, m spite of the Chma-ba1tmg of earher 
years, had turned towards Chma m sympathy and regard for 
its great struggle. 

Grave Challenge to Socialism 
The extremely grave character of the counter-revolutionary 
challenge m Chma can be properly understood only when 1t 
1s realtzed that the Party was split durmg this cns1s and the 
General Secretary of the Party himself wa! playmg a pro
vocative and abettmg role, restnctmg the Government and 
the Party from takmg effective steps agamst the counter
revolut1onary movement. He had to be removed m the cnt1-
cal days and 1s now accused of g1vmg encouragement to 
hberahsm thereby encouraging those who wanted to estab
lish a bourgeois parliamentary system. 

It seems that the Party was sharply d1v1ded at vanous 
levels and some sections openly supported and Jomed the 
rebels. The Party paper and Press m1t1ally gave dtrect or 
mdtrect support to the movement blammg the Pnme Mmts
ter equally along with the rebels for failure to compromise 
Party journalists organized open demonstrations against the 
government and supported the movement This was an ex
tremely perilous s1tuat1on which paralysed the Party for three 
weeks It was only after a dec1s1ve maJonty swung m favour 
of stem act10n that the s1tuat1on could be saved. What chance 
has a d1v1ded Party against the Jomt front of external and 
world reaction? The situation, however, was saved through 
persuasion and d1scuss1on, and Party umty was restored leadmg 
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to the final tnumph This was a hair-breadth escape and the 
damage that has been done to the strength of the Party will 
take some time to overcome How narrow was the escape 
can be seen from the follow1Dg from the June 9 speech of 
Comrade Deng 

"We still have a group of semor Comrades who are 
hvlDg, we still have the army, and we have also a group 
of good cadres who took part in the revolution at vanous 
times That is why it was relatively easy for us to handle 
the present matter" 

II 

Why These Events? 

The events ID Ch1Da and the way they have been presented 
to the world have served to temporanly isolate Ch1Da and 
the CPC from sections of progressive op1mon ID the world. 
Many raise the question of why the events should have taken 
place at all, after so many years of trtumph of the revolu
tion Even m our ranks the same question is raised. 

Period of Prolonged Transition 

As a Marx1st-Lemmst party our Party must understand these 
developments as a part of the h1stoncal process through 
which People's ChlDa is passmg-a prolonged transitional 
process before it can claim to be a full-fledged soc1ahst 
society Our Party must also understand the mistakes com
mitted by the CPC earher whde firmly determ1Ded to re
mam on the path of soc1ahsm. Comrade Deng m his June 9 
speech observed 

"The crux of the current mc1dents was basically a 
confrontation between the Four Cardmal Prmc1ples and 
bourgeois hberahsm It is not that we have not talked 
about such thmgs as the Four Cardmal Pnnc1ples (adher
ence to the leadership of the Commumst Party, to the 
soc1ahst road, to the people's democratic d1ctatorsh1p and 
to Marx1sm-Lemmsm and Mao Zedong thought) worked 
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on pohtical concepts, and opposed bourgeois hberahsa
tion and spmtual pollution. What we have not done ts to 
mamtam contmu1ty m these talks. There has been no 
action and sometimes even hardly any talk " 
This fatlure to fight bourgeois hberahsm and its ideo

logical pollution, notw1thstandmg talk about 1t, has cost the 
Party dearly. 

What is the essence of this confhct between the Four 
Cardinal Prmc1ples and hberal1sm? The essence is whether 
Chma should go the soc1ahst way m its modermsat1on and 
advance or whether it should go the capitahst way The es
sence 1s whether modermsatton and advance are to be under 
the leadership of the Commumst Party guided by Marx1sm
Lenimsm and movmg on the socialist road w1thm the frame
work of the dictatorship of people's democracy, or whether 
it should be a free economy, free beyond the framework of 
the class structure of the People's democratic state. 

Why should this confrontation be there after forty years of 
revolution and d1ctatorsh1p of the proletanat ? This relates to 
the fact that People's Chma is a vast backward country, and 
because of its extreme backwardness 1s faced with a pro
longed transition penod m which the two currents, the two 
tendencies of social developments are bound to clash. 

Mao Zedong once observed that the question whether 
soc1ahsm would ultimately tnumph m Chma would take 
decades to be decided. Thts is because Chma, a huge coun
try, based on small productton, requires a fairly long penod 
of transition to soctahsm which 1s based on socialisation of 
large-scale means of production. With state power m its 
hands; and soc1alisatton of the available large-scale means 
of production, the people's democratic state has the pohttcal 
and economic levers m its hands to move forward steadily, 
and step by step to tts goal. 

But this step by step progress meant that along with the 
development of the state economy the vast pnvate economy 
also had to be given scope to move forward and contnbute 
to general growth. This meant that along with the growth of 
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the soctahst economy, there would also be growth of the 
pnvate economy, and with it, the spread of pnvate cap1tahst 
ideology, profiteermg, md1v1duahsm, corruption, and what 
Deng calls 'spmtual pollut1on'. 

Unless the people's democratic state wages an unceasmg 
fight agamst these elements and thetr ideology, unless, whtle 
allowmg their economy to grow, they are also controlled 
and regulated and ideas about md1v1dual freedom are re
stramed, the soc1ahst economy will be overrun and the 
bourgeois economy and state wtll replace 1t 

L1berahsm, by refusmg or tonmg down the fight agamst 
these elements, by succumbmg to their demands for free
dom from state control, encourages and helps the advance 
of bourgeois economy and the bourgeois parliamentary sys
tem In every country where power 1s m the hands of the people 
and which has to pass through the transition penod, these 
two Imes are m conflict, and the hberahsm hne has to be 
defeated Hence 1t 1s not a question of 10d1v1dual freedom 10 

the abstract, but freedom from socialist control, ftom Party 
gmdance, freedom for pnvate production to dommate society. 

Unfortunately the CPC itself came to reahze the pro
longed character of its trans1t1onal stage after many years of 
people's democratic rule. In the 101t1al years, after securmg 
some bnlhant success, Mao Zedong hoe went astray and 
ended m the debacle of the Cultural Revolut1on. With its 
unh1stoncal egahtanamsm and concentration on class strug
gle, 1t forgot the trans1t1onal character of the society and 
suggested solutions which had no basis 10 reahty. 

It was in 1978 that the Party made a tum towards a 
correct estimation of the economic s1tuat1on, and a hoe 
correspondmg to 1t. But 1t was only at the 13th Congress of 
the CPC, m 1987, that an exhaustive analysts of the pnmary 
stage of Chmese society was made and a correspondmg hoe 
developed. The Congress considered the correct tarns1t1onal 
stage as a pnmary stage of soc1ahsm. It 1s a specific stage 
which Chma has to pass through while buddmg soc1ahsm 
under cond1t1ons of semi-backwardness. The backwardness 
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of the Chmese society, 1 e. backwardness of the product1ve 
forces. accordmg to the 13th Congress, reveals the follow
ing features : soc1ahsat1on of production which 1s essential 
for developmg soc1allst production. is at a very low level. 
the commodity economy and domestic market are only be
gmnmg to grow. natural economy and a semi-natural economy 
constitute a considerable proportion of the whole, and the 
soc1ahst system is not yet mature and developed. 

Correspondingly a number of economic and cultural con
dtttons that are necessary to promote a high degree of deA 
velopment of the soctahst economy are far from rtpe, and 
decadent feudal and cap1tahst 1deolog1es, and the small 
producer's force of habit still have a widespread mfluence 
m society, and often corrode Party cadres and public serv· 
ants. China has a long way to go before 1t can reach the 
stage of a fully developed sociahst society 

Conditions for Bourgeois Ideology 
The open-door pohcy. which was m1t1ated as a necessary 
path to meet the needs of the trans1ttonal penod, meant 
pernuttmg foreign capital and pnvate entrepreneurs to oper
ate to accelerate China's modernization under soc1ahst con
trol But this was bound to import and create favourable 
cond1t1ons for profit-making mdustry, money making and 
corruption-all the vices of a bourgeois society. It was also 
bound to poUute the spmtual atmosphere. soc1al1st conscious
ness, replacing 1t by bourgeois individual self~mterests and 
the demand for freedom and democracy to advance these 
interests. It was bound to create a demand for deregulation 
of soc1ahst control. 

At the same time the advance of this policy was bound 
to lead to economic mequahties, with some people acquir
mg wealth and others deprived of it. This trans1t1onal stage, 
unless properly handled, was bound to create discontent among 
sections of the masses which could be exploited by the re
acuonanes. 

The CPC was aware of the consequences of this policy. 
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Deng in his speech quoted earher, talks about spmtual pol
lution in connection with the fight against hberahsm. The 
report of Hu Yaobang submitted to the 12th Congress of the 
Party warns 

"Under no Clfcumstances must we forget that capital
ist countnes and enterpnses will never change thelf cap1-
tahst nature simply because they have economic and tech
mcal exchange with us. Whtie pursuing the pohcy of 
opemng to the outside we must guard against and firmly 
resist the corrosion of cap1tabst ideas and we must com
bat any worship of thmgs foreign or favoured by foreigners." 
But as Comrade Deng has pointed out, this understand-

mg was not put into practice. L1berahsm was allowed to 
spread itself resulting in the recent confhct. A correct eco
nomic pohcy produced adverse results because the checks 
and restraints necessary were not exerted m time. 

The situation was further complicated by the fact that the 
trans1ttonal stage and the means necessary to overcome it, also 
create inequahties and inflict distress on certain sections of 
the people, mciudmg sections of the workmg class. Proper so
c1ahst understanding of the phenomenon among the affected 
masses was necessary but this was not created. Here also the 
Party and its leadership had grasped the problems correctly 
and m a sense warned against it. They knew that mequahty 
was mherent m the transition penod and may lead to a scram
ble for acqu1S1t1veness, and, therefore, called for simple hv
mg. But the masses were not educated, nor was economtc rehef 
made avatlable. The result was that while agnculture devel
oped rapidly under the new pohcy, per capita mcome mcreased 
and rural prospenty developed, there was a 20 per cent mfla
tion in the cities with mountmg mequahty of mcomes. These 
hardships were exploited by the counter revolut1onanes to secure 
a temporary mass base for themselves. 

The recent conflicts and confrontation must be under
stood as resultmg from the trans1ttonal stage, a conflict which 
can be mmtmtzed with a unswervmgly correct pobcy, but 
which cannot be altogether ehmmated. 
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Continuing Struggle against Liberalism 
This was not the first time that the threat of hberahsm had 
to be met m Chma As early as 1979, that is a decade back, 
there was a snnilar outburst though not of such dimensions 
The same anti-Party slogans decrying soc1ahsm and the so
c1ahst system and favouring cap1tahsm were raised The leaders 
incited the masses to raid Party and government offices and 
occupy them They held s1tdowns and declared a hunger-stnke 
A group which called itself the Chinese Human Rights Group 
put up big posters requestmg the President of the United States 
to show concern for human rights m Chma. Another group 
issued a declaration openly opposing the dictatorship of the 
proletanat on the ground that 1t divides mankind. In Shang
hai some members of a so-called Democracy Forum put up 
btg posters procla1mmg that proletanan dictatorship is the 
source of all evtls. They further declared that cap1tahsm 1s 
better than sociahsm, and instead of carrymg out the four 
modern1zat10ns China should introduce what they called so
cial reform, that is, China should turn to cap1tabsm. 

There was another outburst m 1986-87 when Hu Yaobang 
was the General Secretary of the Party Agam the Party gave 
a call to fight hberahsm and stand firmly by the Four Car
dmal Pnnctples. Hu Yaobang admitted his mistakes and stepped 
down from the post of the General Secretary. 

It should be clear, therefore, that the battle against hber
al1.&m, the advocates of the capitalist path, is a contmumg 
battle in the transitional penod. 

The Commumst Party of Chma at its last Congress had 
taken note of the d1stort1ons ex1stmg m the funct1omng of 
the State and the Party and decided to take steps for the 
broadenmg of socialist democracy. It had noted the d1stor
.t1on in the relations between the Party and the government 
and called for a series of legislations to ensure the demo
cratic nghts of the people under people's democracy. 

The 13th Congress Report, while emphasizing that China 
is a soc1ahst country under the people's democratic d1ctator
sh1p, cntic1zed the prevatlmg over-concentration of power, 
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the senous growth of bureaucrausm and feudal mfluence 
The Congress called for buildmg a soc1ahst pohucal system 
with a high degree of democracy which, 1t said, could not 
be achieved without sustamed efforts. In relation to political 
reforms 1t called for a proper handling of the relat1onsh1p 
between democracy and stab1hty, democracy and efficiency. 

As m some soc1ahst countnes, m Chma also there was 
a d1stort1on of the relationship between the Party and the 
government. A stnct d1fferent1at1on between the functions 
of the Party as the poht1cal leader of the workmg class and 
the people, and the functions of the government was lack
mg The Party often replaced the government, appropnatmg 
1ts functions. The Congress called for a return to Lemmst 
norms. It said that It was under the leadership of the Party 
that the Const1tut1on had been adopted The Party must, 
therefore, observe Its provisions and not overstep its role. 
The soc1ahst and workmg class democracy cannot work if 
the Party replaces the masses and other orgamzatlons, if it 
does not allow them to play the vital role m runmng the 
state and economy. The Party had to play the role of the 
leader, not to replace the mass organizations. 

Failure to Combat Bourgeois Liberalization 
This should remmd all that there was an earnest effort to 
overcome the shortcommgs, earlier distortions and widen 
the democratic participation of the people m governance of 
the country as well as in the advance of the economy. But 
despite this, illusions about bourgeois democracy developed 
among sections of the students and mtellectuals because of 
two reasons. Firstly, the illusions of bourgeois hberahza
t10n, developing because of concessions to pnvate economy 
in the transition penod, were not fought by the Party as 
Deng has admitted. Secondly, in this background, tens of 
thousands of young students were sent to the USA and other 
Western countnes for Chinese modernization. The opportu
mty was thence used by western agencies to infect these 
students with bourgeois ideology 

Vol XXIII-6 



82 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

The admiration for the capitahst West was strengthened 
by the effects of the spht m the socialist camp The sudden 
withdrawal of projects by the Soviet Umon under Khrushchev 
had created difficulties for Chma and forced her to rely on 
her own strength. The confhct developed further and with 
the hftmg of the boycott of Chma by the USA, Chma turned 
to the USA and the West Furthermore, Chmese denuncia
tion of the Soviet Umon as bemg more dangerous than the 
US. also contnbuted to the same result In tum, the CPSU's 
denunciation of Chma, and total denial of its great revolu
tionary achievements further accentuated this process. The 
younger generation, which had not seen the great proletar
ian brotherhood of earher years, which had only heard about 
the reactionary domgs of the socialist countnes, and which 
was now sent to the Western countnes for trammg, naturally 
got isolated from the world soc1ahst outlook. 

Support CPC's Efforts 

The CPC 1s now concentratmg on the fight agamst liberal
ism Havmg seen the havoc done to the consciousness of the 
young students and mtelleetuals it has decided to take up 
the question of the Marx1st-Lemmst education of the masses 
It stands on the firm base of its Four Cardinal Pnnc1ples 
without which there 1s no possibihty of butldmg socialism. 
The Smo-Sov1et Summit 1s bound to lead to further fnendly 
relations, bnngmg the two sociahst countnes together and 
endmg the rupture in the sociahst camp which has played a 
role m the confhct betwen the sociahst and bourgeois paths 

Today the entire bourgeois world and the forces of world 
reacllon are trymg to isolate People's Chma for the cnme of 
defeatmg the counter-revolution. The CPC requues the strong 
support and sympathy of all Marxist-Lemmst parties and 
progressive forces. There is no doubt that in the commg 
months, as thmgs clear up, the present-day cntics of Chma 
will understand that they were misled by impenahst propa
ganda, and once agam there wdl be a hne-up of the world 
democratic forces m support of People's Chma and the CPC. 



Restraint Needed on IPKF Issue* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated June 21, 1989, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
1s deeply concerned at the growmg tensions between the 
Indian Government and the Sn Lankan Government over the 
question of the withdrawal of the IPKF The stand of the 
Sn Lankan President ID refus1Dg to discuss the time-table of 
the withdrawal 1s lead1Dg to a confrontat1omst position which 
does not augur well for either country 

Pubhc op1D1on in India 1s genu1Dely concerned about the 
safety and security of the Tamil mmonty which will be 
affected by the withdrawal. But the Indian Government by 
1Ds1stmg on cond1t1ons for the withdrawal is only servmg to 
heighten the confrontation. In Sri Lanka wide sections of 
the people and pohhcal circles would hke to see the IPKF 
withdrawn. The Left parties ID Sn Lanka which have sup
ported the Accord also feel that the time has come for the 
IPKF to be withdrawn, while they contmue to urge upon the 
Sn Lankan Government to fulfil its commitment as per the 
Accord In this situation, the Indian Government has no 
other option. 

The CPI(M) urges upon the Government of India to so
berly assess the situation and not take any measure which 
will lead to unforeseen consequences Any confrontation 
between the two countnes will fac1htate the 1Dtervent1on of 
1mpenahsm, adversely affect India's standmg in the world 

*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'' New Delhi, July 30, 1989 
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and help the forces of dismtegratlon w1thm Sn Lanka 
Apprehensions about the safety of the Tamtl mmonty m 
Sri Lanka are real and India should appeal to world-wide 
democratic opmton to ensure that the Sn Lankan Govern
ment takes the respons1b1hty for their protection. 



Birth Centenary of Comrade 
Muzaffar Ahmad* 

E.M.S. Namboodiripad 

In calhng upon all Party umts to celebrate the birth centenary 
of Comrade Muzaffar Ahmad m a manner befitting his contn
but1on in budding the Party m India, the 11urteenth Congress 
of the CPl(M) said: 

"Inspired by the Bolshevik Revolution in November 1917, 
he took the pioneering role m orgamzing the Commumsts m 
India, committed as he was to the goal of Soc1ahst revolution 
led by the proletariat A dedicated Marxist, superb organizer 
and an mspmng leader, Comrade Muzaffar Ahmad fought for 
his ideals with courage, facing repression and undergomg long 
penods of impnsonment." 

"A true Communist in every possible sense of the term, the 
way of hfe and functioning of 'Kakababu', as he was affec
tionately called by the Party comrades, sympathisers and many 
others, was a model for other Commumsts to follow. Led by 
the ideology of the working class, he toured all over the coun
try despite severe financial d1fficult1es, often under semi-starved 
conditions and facmg a great deal of hardship m order to 
mobihze the peasantry and workers." 

It was this dedication to the cause of proletanan revolution 
that made him the relentless crusader for umty in the struggle 
agamst tmpenahsm; the organizer of the trade umon, K1san 
Sabha and other organizations of the work.mg people; the propa
gandist of Marxist-Lemmst theory, the builder of the Commu
mst Party A pioneer of the revolutionary party of the Indian 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 6, 1989. 
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working class, he stood at the head of the Party for over half 
a century till death snatched him away. In all the vicissitudes 
through which the Party had to go durmg his hfe time, Com
rade Muzaffar Ahmad stood with the Party and at its head 

The Party today 1s no doubt many times bigger than 1t was 
when Comrade Muzaffar began his hfe as a dedicated Commu
nist. Party membership today 1s counted not m dozens and 
scores, not even m hundreds or thousands but m lakhs The 
All-India Kisan Sabha of which he was a founder-leader and m 
which he occupied the leadmg post of President, has a mem
bership of 10 5 mtlhon. Together with the trade um ons and the 
fighting organ1zat1ons of the students, the youth and the women, 
the CPl(M) stands at the head of an over 19 mtlhon-strong mass 
movement. The Party 1s also active m the parliamentary arena, 
heading United Front Governments m two States and actively 
pursumg the pohcy of forgmg a umted front of Left and secu
lar Oppos1t10n forces at the national level. 

This vital pos1tton occupied by the Party m the pobttcal hfe 
of the country raises a number of complex problems concem
mg the ideology, poht1cs and practical and organizational ac
ttv1t1es of the Party. Only by solving these problems on the basis 
of Marx1sm-Lenm1sm can the Party advance further, develop 
itself as the m1t1ator and builder of broad umty agamst 
Congress(!) rule and as the crusader for nattonal umty Hence 
the importance of the Party Congress call on Party umts to "hold 
seminars and organize classes and pubhsh Marxist bterature to 
specially mark this occasion of the birth centenary" of this great 
leader of the Indian masses. 

In carrymg out these tasks, we will remember the tireless 
work that our Kakababu did m populansmg Marxist literature. 
From the early days when he launched revolutionary Journals 
down to the later years when he headed the massive orgamza
t1on that brought out Deshh1ta1sh1, Ganashakti and other pub
hcat1ons as well as the National Book Agency, Comrade 
Muzaffar was true to the Lemmst dictum that there can be no 
revolutionary party without a revolutionary theory We pledge 
ourselves on this occasion to uphold the hentage he left to us. 



Unconstitutional Amendments* 
Statement dated August 6, 1989 issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its strong oppo
s1tton to the 65th Constitution Amendment Bill regardmg 
urban local bodies to be mtroduced m the Lok Sabha on 
August 7, 1989. This Bill, alongw1th the 64th Amendment 
Bill on panchayau mstltutions, constitutes a blatant attack 
on the nghts of the States and seeks to alter the fundamen
tal structure of the Constttution. 

In the name of devolvmg powers and respons1b1ht1es to 
the urban municipal bodies, the 65th Amendment Bill, Just 
as the 64th Amendment Bill, v10lates the basic structure of 
the Constttut1on by seekmg to legislate on powers which are 
the exclusive concern of the States under Entry 5 in the List 
2 of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. The Urban 
Bodies Biii, m some respects, goes even beyond the Panchayat1 
Bill m the role and powers assigned to the Governor . the 
powers of d1squahf1catton of members of mumc1paht1es and 
panchayats 1s vested with the Governor, the appomtment of 
a Fmance Comm1ss1on with regard to the determmatlon of 
taxes and d1stnbut1on of resources; the categonzatlon of the 
urban bodies. All these are subjects on which the Centre has 
no nght to legislate as per the Constitution. 

The two Constitution Amendment Bills, under the guise 
of decentralization of powers, seek to centrahze all powers 
with the Centre. These Bills, moreover, are a grave encroach
ment on the existing powers of the States as defmed m the 

*Pubhshed ID 'PEolu's DEMOCRACY'' New Deihl, August 13, 1989 



88 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

Constitution itself. The passage of these Bills would erode 
the rights of the States existmg smce the lmguistic reorgani
zation of the States m the late fifties. All those mterested m 
the democratic restructunng of Centre-State relations, ensunng 
the vitality of panchayat and urban local bodies, and resist
mg the authoritarian dnve for concentration of power m the 
hands of the Centre, should come out m total opposition to 
these two Bills. The Poht Bureau appeals to all the Oppo
sition parties to make a concerted and umted effort to defeat 
these two Bills m their entirety m RaJya Sabha and thereby 
discharge their responsibility for safeguardmg of the exist
mg federal provisions m the Constitution and for carry mg 
forward the struggle agamst the authontanan onslaught of 
the Centre. 



Polit Bureau Deplores Meet on Tibet* 
Statement dated August 14, 1989 issued to Press 

The l?oht Bureau of the CPl(M) deplores the holding of the 
"International Convention on Tibet" in which the orgamzers 
have sought to orchestrate an anti-Chma chorus, using the 
pretext of human nghts v1olat1on m Tibet The speeches 
made at the Convention callmg for the "Independence" of 
Tibet are designed to help the forces of world reaction and 
1mpenahsm. The CPI(M) has always held that Tibet is an 
integral part of China and any problem connected with this 
region has to be solved w1thm the framework of the Peo
ple's Repubhc of Chma. 

All the ma1or national poht1cal parties, with the excep
t10n of the BJP, have d1sassoc1ated themselves from this 
provocative step to hamper the progress registered in devel
oping lndo-Chma relations recently It ts a matter of satis
faction that the Janata Dai President Shn VP Smgh, has 
d1sassoc1ated his party from the efforts of George Fernandes 
and other orgamzers in holdmg such a Convention. The aims 
of the Convention and the nature of the international sup
port gathered for 1t, make it clear that forces are at work to 
disrupt the fnendly relations developing between the two 
btg neighbours. 

The CPl(M) calls upon all sections of pubhc opinion to 
thwart all efforts to hamper Indo-Chma relations, the devel
opment of which will serve the cause of peace in Asta and 
the world 

*Pubhshed ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'' New Delhi, August 20, 1989 
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Polit Bureau Greets the People for 
Successful 'Bharat Bandh' on 
August 30, 1989* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) warmly greets the people 
all over the country who have made the Bharat Bandh a 
resoundmg success. This mighty Bandh has voiced the cat
egorical support of all sections of the people for the res1g
nat1on of the RaJIV Gandhi Government. It is an unambigu
ous verdict agamst the anti-people pohc1es pursued by the 
RaJIV Gandhi Government and its corrupt deals which have 
endangered the secunty and mtegnty of the country. 

The Bandh as a protest action has been sweepmg and all
embracmg. lndustnal workers, peasants, agncultural work
ers, shopkeepers, employees, youth, women and students 
have abstamed from datly activities and paralysed normal 
hfe. The mass anger agamst the Government also saw the 
railways paralysed m major parts of the country by popular 
actions. 

The Congress(!) Government unleashed brutal repression. 
Lath1-charges, pohce firmg and mass arrests have been re
sorted to all over the country. Tens of thousands of Oppo
s1t1on activists, includmg thousands of CPl(M) volunteers, 
were arrested all over the country. Among the Central Com
mittee members of the Party arrested were Ganesh Shankar 
V1dhyartlu and Subodh Rat (Blhar) and Mantle Sarkar (Tnpura). 
The Congress(!), not satisfied with this, mob1hzed Its men 
and anti-socials to take to the streets to attack the Bandh 
V•,Jlunteers. The Congress(!) men did not even spare the 

*Pubhshed ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Dclht, September 3, 1989 
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eightythree-year-old CPl(M) leader Nnpen Chakraborty m 
Tnpura who was assaulted m a scuffle In Kerala a CPl(M) 
leader m Thodupuzha, Nazir, was murdered by the Congress(I) 
men A CPl(M) worker and a J anata Dai worker were killed 
by Congress(I) men m Wynad Over 200 CPl(M) cadres and 
workers have been hospitalized m planned and widespread 
attacks m all districts of Kerala by Congress(!) men. In 
Tnpura three CPl(M) members were murdered by Congress(!) 
hoodlums. The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condo
lences to the families of these martyrs who died m defence 
of democracy 

The call for Bandh pamcked the Congress(!) as never 
before The Goebbelsian propaganda unleashed through 
Doordarshan and Akashvam reached nauseatmg depths. De
spite such lymg propaganda and governmental and goonda 
repression, the people moved mto action lntlmidatmg circulars 

'and coercion of Central Government employees to report for 
duty were resorted to. Despite such threats, m many places 
Government employees did not report for duty. 



Terror Follows Bandh in Tripura* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated August 31, 1989 
giving a caJJ for Nationwide Protests 

The Congress(!) has unleashed a brutal terror campaign m 
Tnpura. Seemg the overwhelmmg response of the people to 
the Bharat Bandh on August 30, 1989, Congress(!) hoodlums 
launched murderous attacks on the CPl(M) cadre and sup
porters all over the State. Nme CPl(M) cadres and support
ers have been murdered m this terror campaign. The ktlhng 
of three comrades was reported yesterday - Dr. AJtt Roy 
Choudhury, Jyotmdra Mazumder and B1mal Bamk. Reports 
have now come of the killmg of six more CPI(M) workers 

In a gruesome mc1dent which has been misreported m 
sections of the Press, a passenger bus was attacked with 
bombs by Congress(I) goondas at Melaghar m which one 
passenger died. The bus dnver lost control of the bus and 
ran over four CPl(M) workers who were at a roadside shop, 
kdhng them. Their names are Nirmal R1sh1das, Gopal Rishidas, 
Ananta Debnath and D1hp Ghosh. This mcident i~ bemg 
distorted to launch further attacks on CPl(M) acuvists. In 
another mcident m Subroom sub-division of South Tripura 
distnct, a leader of the CPl(M) and member of the Local 
Committee of the Party, Haradhan Dhar, was murdered by 
Congress(!) men. Another CPl(M) member, Nepal Malla, 
who was seriously injured by Congress(I) goondas while 
participatmg m a procession for Bandh preparations on August 
28 at Sonamura, died m the hospital on August 30. 

Apart from this, distnct Party offices were attacked with 
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bombs m Khowat and Subroom. There are reports of wide
spread attacks on the acllv1sts of mass orgamzatJons The 
Employees' Coordmallon Committee office at Khowa1 was 
set on fire 

The k1llmg of nme CPl(M) cadres is the direct respon
s1b1hty of the Congress(!) and its State Government which 
has allowed its supporters to brazenly take to arms and declare 
war on the CPl(M) and the democratic movement. Not sat
isfied with this butchery on the Bandh day, in the State 
Leg1slallve Assembly session today (August 31) Comrade 
Badal Chaudhury, a semor CPl(M) MLA, was assaulted by 
the Congress(!) Mm1sters and MLAs and senously injured. 

Tnpura has been w1tnessmg the law of the jungle with 
rulmg party men runnmg amok, smce the Assembly elec
tions m February, 1988. The contmumg terror agamst the 
CPl(M) and the Left oppos1llon in the State 1s an ommous 
sign of the extent to which the Congress(!) will go to sup
press democracy. All parties and all sections of the people 
who are concerned about democracy should strongly protest 
agamst this carnage in Tnpura. Ignonng these attacks will 
spell pent for parliamentary democracy m the country. The 
Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) warns Congress(!) central lead
ership and its Government to ensure that the basic nghts of 
the c1llzens of Tnpura are not trampled upon further. and 
the hves and property of Oppos1llon activists are protected. 

The Poht Bureau calls upon all its Party units in the 
country to mob1hze the people to protest agamst these k1ll
mgs and organize protest actions to demand that the Congress(!) 
and the State Government m Tnpura halt this campaign of 
terror forthwith. 



Homage To Comrade Dinkar Mehta* 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
pays its homage to the memory of Comrade D10kar Mehta, 
who passed away yesterday (August 30). Comrade D10kar 
Mehta was formerly a member of the Central Committee of 
the CPl(M) and the Secretary of the umted Commumst Party 
10 Gujarat and the CPl(M) s10ce its formation 

For decades D10kar Mehta headed the Commumst move
ment 10 Gujarat. He started his pohtical career 10 his youth 
in the Sabarmati Ashram of Mahatma Gandhi. In 1930 he 
was Jaded. Dur10g the course of his 10carcerat1Q.11 he along 
with others founded the Congress Soc1ahst Party But D10kar 
Mehta with his radical views took no time 10 J01010g the 
Commumst Party and by 1936 he was already 10 charge of 
orgamz10g the Party 10 Gujarat 

In these years he cont10ued to part1c1pate 10 the mass 
activities 10 the trade umons and other mass orgamzations. 

l-!e played a role 10 the formation of the Maha Gujarat 
State and after the success of the ag1tat1on, was elected 
Mayor of the Ahmedabad Corporation 

In the 1deolog1cal fight 10s1de the Commumst Party 
Comrade D10kar Mehta unhes1tat10gly sided with those who 
fought the rev1s1001st hoe, and with the formation of the 
CPl(M) he was elected to Its Central Committee. 

In recent years he was suffenng from ind1ff erent health 
and later on was completely bed-ndden. Nonetheless he took 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delh1, September 3, 1989 



Homage To Comrade Dmkar Mehta 95 

active mterest m Party act1v1ty m Gujarat and did his best 
to contnbute to widen and sharpen It He had wntten sev
eral books m Gujarati mtroducmg Marxism to the common 
people. His death removes from the scene a stalwart Com
mumst who devoted his entire hf e to the cause of Commu
msm 

The Poht Bureau agam pays homage to the memory of 
one who all his hfe was devoted to the cause of the workmg 
class and the advance of the Commumst movement. 



Kota Riots: A Grim Warning* 
Statement issued by the Polit Bureau of the 
CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its concern at the 
outbreak of a senous communal not m Kota, RaJasthan 
Sixteen people lost their hves and a large amount of prop
erty was destroyed. The nots were mstigated by a rehg1ous 
procession m which blatantly anti-mmonty slogans were 
raised. Tension still prevails m the town and the surround
ing areas. 

The Kota nots are a gnm wammg of the danger of com
munal violence threatenmg the country The hectic prepara
tions for movmg bncks to Ayodhya, gomg on all over the 
country by the V1shwa Hmdu Par1shad, RSS and BJP, 1s 
accompamed by mflammatory propaganda agamst the mi
nority commumty. This poisonous campaign portends grave 
danger durmg the penod of the Dussehra festival. There is 
no dearth of fundamentalists m the mmonty commumty also 
who seek to take advantage of the troubled s1tuat1on. This 
1s no ordmary situation but a calculated move to rouse com
munal passions. The Congress(!) State Governments, par
ticularly in Uttar Pradesh and B1har, are 1rrespons1bly com
placent while m1sch1evous forces are havmg a free field. 

The defence of communal amity and secular values re
qmres the immediate and active intervention of all demo
cratic, secular and patnohc forces to foil the designs of 
communal1sts of all hues. The Poht Bureau calls upon all 
sections of the people to be v1gllant in the commg penod to 
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prevent communal v10lence. The secular forces must be 
mob1hzed to come out mto the streets and rebuff any provo
cations The Pohl Bureau 1s confident that umted and prompt 
mtervent1on will mamtam the umty of the people. It calls 
upon all its umts to make the September 28 Communal 
Harmony Day an effective mob1l1zallon of the people to 
defend amity and national umty. 

Vol XXIII-7 



Three Comrades Martyred in Punjab* 
Statement issued by the Polit Bureau of the 
CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) condemns the cowardly 
murder of Comrade Sohan Smgh Dhes1, State Secretary of 
the Punjab umt of the Democratic Youth Federation of India, 
and a membei of the CPl(M) D1stnct Committee, Jalandhar. 
Comrade Sohan Smgh was murdered by two umdent1f1ed 
extremists in the early hours of the mornmg today at his 
village Dhes1an Kahna while he was gomg to have his bath 

Comrade Sohan, aged 32 years, a post-graduate, had given 
up his career prospects to become a wholetlme worker of 
the CPl(M). He had been the Secretary of the Punjab umt 
of the DYFI for the past six years. An extremely talented 
comrade, he had assiduously built up the DYFI as the most 
powerful youth organization m Punjab champ1onmg the cause 
of our country's umty and mtegnty He was attacked and 
ktlled just after the successful Sixth State Conference of the 
DYFI, where he was re-elected as the State Secretary. The 
DYFI State Conference was m fact a strong rebuff to the 
terronsts, which saw a mob1hzation of thousands of Punjab's 
youth determmed to safeguard the umty and mtegnty of 
India. 

This cowardly murder comes in the background of the 
claims made by the Government of India that the Punjab 
situation is 1mprovmg. The callous attitude of the admm1s
trallon and the deliberate pohcy of dnft adopted by the 
Government of India m not resolvmg the Punjab cns1s 
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politically, has led to a situation where many innocent lives 
are being lost daily. In the process many a great patriot is 
being martyred. This t:riminal irresponsibility of the Gov
ernment in allowing the situation to drift should be strongly 
condemned by all patriotic and democratic-minded people 
in the country. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) conveys its deep condo
lences to Comrade Sohan's wife, Ajmer Kaur, who herself 
is a Party activist and their five-year-old son. The Polit 
Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to his parents, brothers 
and sisters, all of whom have championed the cause of 
democracy and socialism. 

The Polit Bureau warns the anti-national elements in Punjab 
that the CPl(M) is committed to uphold the cause of our 
country's unity and integrity in the most difficult circum
stances. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the 
killing of two CPl(M) members by terrorists in Punjab 
yesterday (September 13) evening. Comrade Malagar Singh 
and Comrade Nazir Singh, who were brothers, were mur
dered by the cowardly Khalistani assassins at village Bulara, 
under Thana Beas, in Amritsar district. These two brothers 
were active members of the Party in Punjab. Earlier too 
there had been attacks on them. 

The Polit Bureau pays homage to the memory of these 
two brave martyrs and conveys its heartfelt condolences to 
their family members. They have laid down their lives in 
defence of national unity, a cause for which the Party in 
Punjab will continue its determined struggle, whatever the 
odds it faces. 



Polit Bureau Welcomes lndo-Sri Lankan 
Agreement* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) welcomes the joint commu
nique issued by the Government of India and the Sn Lankan 
Government which sets out an agreed time-table for the with
drawal of the IPKF by December 31,1989, and for the further 
implementation of the prov1S1ons of the lndo-Sn Lankan Ac
cord. The communique sets out measures for restormg peace 
m the north-eastern region and for strengthening the north
eastern provincial admtmstration as part of the devolution 
package for the Provincial Councds This includes the setting 
up of a provmc1al pohce force also. The mechamsm of a Peace 
Committee and a Secunty Coordmatton Group provides an 
adequate basis for the cooperation of both the Governments 
and the representatives of the Tamtl groups mcluding the Chief 
Mm1ster of the North-Eastern Provmcial Council. 

The cease-fire announced from September 20, once agam 
provides the LTIE with the opportumty to cease hostihties 
and JOm the process of democratic pohhcs and contnbute to 
the restoration of normalcy It 1s now up to the LTIE to 
respond pos1ttvely, reahsmg the immense harm done to the 
Tamil minonty because of its belhgerent stance 

The Poht Bureau hopes that the Sn Lankan Government 
will earnestly implement its responsib1httes, as per the agree
ment to ensure the security of the Tamil mmonties and au
tonomy to the north-eastern region while preservmg the umty 
of Sn Lanka 
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Polit Bureau Communique* 
Issued following its meeting held on 
September 13-14, 1989 

Dangerous Economic Situation 
The CPl(M) had warned at its Thirteenth Congress and ear
lier that the RaJIV Government's economic pohcy based on 
import hberahzation, call for competitiveness of mdustry 
and opemng to foreign capital would land the country mto 
trouble engendering growmg dependence on foreign loans. 
This is precisely what has happened. A conference of emi
nent economists held in Delhi this August has warned that 
the burden of debt serv1cmg has mounted to 40 per cent of 
export earnings and more than 25 per cent of current re
ceipts This speaks of the process of mortgagmg the economy 
and 1mposmg further burdens on the people to meet foreign 
obhgattons. 

Fmdmg the economy to be m great need of Western aid 
and seekmg new avenues of exploitation, the U.S. 1mpenal
ists are now pressunzmg the Government of India to open 
every act1v1ty of our national economy to their penetration. 
The latest dommating demand under Super 301, for patents 
trade negotiations under the GAIT, the demand that India 
should conform to U.S. dictates, is intended to exercise 
a veto on India's technological progress and capture her 
market. 

The Poht Bureau is of the opmion that the Opposition 
parties as well as the people at large are hardly aware of the 
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dangerous character of these developments. It calls upon all 
progressive sections to raise their v01ce m protest and pre
vent further compromise. 

The Polit Bureau considers that the official and RBI fig
ures indicating an mcreased growth rate of 10 per cent, and 
the claims of inflation control, stand in sharp contrast to the 
reality faced by the people. Despite the 10 per cent growth 
in GDP, sickness m industry has not declined, and unem
ployment and rural misery has increased. With the claims of 
controllmg inflation, pnces have risen sky-high sendmg sugar 
beyond the reach of the common man. With a bumper har
vest, prices of f oodgrains have nsen to new heights for the 
people already gnndmg under the taxation burdens. 

The Poht Bureau congratulates our fightmg people, workers, 
agricultural workers, students and women who are wagmg a 
contmuous struggle against these burdens. The textile and 
jute workers have gone through a miserable period fighting 
all along. The struggle has now opened among new sections 
from doctors and officers to Anganwadi women workers. 
Every section of the people, m its own way, is coming into 
the field to defend itself agamst a corrupt and callous gov
ernment. 

Bharat Bandh: Great Response 
It is this mounting discontent of the fighting people that 
was magnificently expressed on the Bharat Bandb day when 
the Left and secular Opposition parties called for Raj1v's 
resignation. The original corruption charge developed into a 
damnmg charge-sheet on every issue affecting the people. 

The Poht Bureau congratulates the people of India for 
their grand response to the call for Bandb on August 30 to 
demand resignation of the corrupt Rajiv GovernmenL The 
Oppos1t1on parties' MPs resigned from the Lok Sabha to 
appeal to the people against a majority which had ceased to 
represent the people, and whose Government with its cor
ruption scandals had forfeited therr confidence. The success 
of the Bandb constitutes an endorsement of the Opposition 



Polit Bu~au Communiqu~ 103 

demand and gives new confidence to carry on the fight for 
the ouster of the Rajiv Government and the dissolution of 
the Lok Sabha. 

The ruling party attempted to deny the very existence of 
the Bandh by fake reports. It did everything to prevent the 
manifestations of protest through repre,sion, intimidation 
and sending out teams of volunteers into the streets to op
pose the Bandh. In Tripura alone it killed 10 people for the 
crime of observing the Bandh. Altogether 18 persons were 
killed during the Bandh, of whom 16 were CPl(M) cadres 
and activists. 

In Congress(l)-ruled States it let loose repression and 
sought the help of the communal forces like the Shiv Sena 
to prevent expression of the people's anger. But everything 
failed. An unprecedented mighty protest was registered by 
the people in this pre-election struggle. 

Draw Proper Lessons 
The Polit Bureau feels it is necessary to draw proper lessons 
from this mighty response of the people at the call of the 
Opposition, if the coming election battle is to be decisively 
won. It is necessary to understand and listen to the mood of 
the people who made the Bandh; a success. 

The Bandh revealed directly that its driving force was 
the common action of the Left and secular Opposition par
ties. Everywhere it was the strength of these parties, the 
cohesion and common understanding among their constitu
ents that brought the people onto the streets. The Left Front
ruled States of West Bengal and .Kerala, the Opposition
ruled States of Andbra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Haryana and 
Assam saw the most widespread protests. In the Congress(I)
ruled States also the .two forces were in the forefront fight
ing the Congress(I) attempt to sabotage. 

The Bandh once more underlined the tremendous and 
vital importance of Left unity in this common struggle. It 
showed that any relaxation of this common unity, any dis
ruption, will be a complete betrayal of the people. This 
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umty must continue to be strengthened and contmue to play 
a umfymg role. 

The Left parties played a vital, a strategic role m ensur
mg the success of the Bandh. They threw their entire weight, 
the weight of the mass organizations, the trade umons, k1san 
sabhas and other orgamzallons and the most strategic and 
numerous sections m support of the Bandh. And, besides, m 
their JOmt statement, by combmmg issues of foreign pohcy, 
the fight agamst impenahst danger and the fight against the 
forces of communahsm, they elevated the call from its antt
corruption framework to hnk up with the masses who were 
already in the field. 

All democratic forces and the Oppos1t1on parties which 
reahze the importance of this onentat1on, should steadily 
develop it, so that the common struggle agamst the Ra11v 
Government Simultaneously strengthens national umty and 
mtegnty 1solatmg all the d1v1s1ve and communal forces. The 
Poht Bureau therefore calls upon all Party ranks to observe 
the Anti-Communal Day on September 28, and mvites the 
cooperation of all. 

BJP's Disruptive Role 
The BJP, wllh its communal outlook, has exposed Its msm
centy m relation to the common struggle. The RSS domi
nated BMS refused to support the demand for the Ra11v 
Government's resignation and sign a common appeal with 
the other trade umons. In Bombay the BJP-Sh1v Sena alli
ance openly organized anti-Bandh activities helpmg the 
Government and the Congress(!) to check the spread of the 
Bandh. In Kerala, on the eve of the Bandh, the RSS mounted 
attacks on the Bandh organizers resultmg 1n the death of 
CPl(M) cadres. In the recent penod more than 10 LDF cadres 
have been killed in RSS clashes. Now in West Bengal, the 
BJP has openly announced its pohcy of fightmg the Left 
Front Government, a special way of domg service to the 
RaJIV Government and the Congress(!) which are already 
engaged m creatmg a law and order problem. 
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Demarcate from Communal Forces 
The success of the Bandh calls upon the Left and secular 
parties to move further m the direction of the ensumg elec
t10n struggle and remove all the weaknesses A huge mmor-
1ty mass of Mushms 1s watchmg the situation findmg out 
whether there 1s any democratic force with worthwhtle cre
dentials which will defend the rights of the Mushms and 
protect them from atroc1t1es during nots Sensitive on the 
question of the Bahn Masj1d/RamJanmabhoom1 issue, tt seeks 
to test the smcenty of every party and orgamzatlon on the 
basis of the democratic and JUSt solution to the problem 
suggested It is firmly convmced that any party or orgamza
t10n workmg m collaboration with the BJP with its commu
nal pohcy, wtll not be able to offer m1mmum secunty to it. 

It 1s necessary, therefore, for all secular parties to demar
cate themselves from the BJP outlook and assure all sec
t10ns of mmontles that they will strictly observe all demo
cratic norms and protect the basic rights of all mmont1cs. 
The Poht Bureau feels very much disturbed about reports 
md1catmg that the Janata Dai 10 Maharashtra is commg to 
an electoral understand10g with the BJP-Sh1v Sena. If the 
report 1s true, 1t will senously affect the secular cred1bihty 
of the Janata Dai 10 the entire country. 

The Janata Dai, by takmg a position on the question of 
the Mmonttes Comm1ss1on, on the question of Article 370 
of the Const1tut1on, has already taken a correct stand. But 
this position should not be compromised by colluboratton 
with the BJP An open announcement that the Jannt&a Dul 
stands for setthng the dispute by a court verdict, will ao a 
long way towards creatmg great confidence amona the ml· 
nonty mass. 

If the Left and secular parties develop th11 common up· 
proach on the question of m10ont1c1 and, by their com1tnnt 
collaboration, are able to impress upon the mmorhie1 thnt a 
viable force 1s bemg created to safeguard their Interests, a 
force that not only proclaims its policy but which ia deter
mmed to fight communahsm, a big change can bo brouaht 
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about in the outlook of the minonties. It is necessary that 
all parties demand a meetmg of the National Integration 
Council to discuss the Babn MasJ1d!RaIDJanmabhoom1 issue. 

Offensive against Non-Congress(I) States 

As the election approaches, new and difficult tasks will face 
the Left and secular Opposition parties. The Congress(!) 
Government has opened an offensive against all non
Congress(I) Governments and especially against the Left Front 
Governments of Kerala and West Bengal. 

The rice and foodgrams supply to Kerala, West Bengal 
and Tamil Nadu have been reduced causmg great hardship 
to the people. Everyday law and order is deliberately dis
turbed, clashes orgaruzed, and hes and slanders circulated 
agamst the Ministries. An atmosphere is bemg created to 
suggest that law and order has completely broken down in 
the Opposition-ruled States, especially the States under Left 
Front Mimstnes. And an orchestrated propaganda 1s bemg 
organized to demand the dismissal of the Left Front Gov
ernments and non-Congress(!) Mmistnes and impose Presi
dent's Rule. It is a conspiracy to organize provocation after 
provocation and create uncertamttes m the mmds of the people. 

The situation calls for all parties to reply to this game of 
provocation with stronger unity of the people who can keep 
the peace and at .the same time isolate the provocateurs. 

Political Moves of Congress(I) 

The Congress(!) is not only organizmg provocations, 1t is also 
making pohttcal approaches to the masses to win them over. 
The Jawahar Rozgar Yojana, the Panchayati Raj Bill, the 
Nagarpahka Bill, reservation for women, and now acceptance 
of Urdu as an official language of U.P., are all instruments 
that are intended to establish new confidence among the peo
ple. The demand for recogrution of Urdu as an official lan
guage has been a long-standmg demand of the Left and demo
cratic forces. Now the Congress{!) Governments in Bihar and 
U.P. are concedmg this demand WJ.th a view to wooing the 
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electorate. The employment of 30,000 SC/ST personnel to fill 
up the reservation vacancies, constitutes another measure for 
allaymg the feelmgs of the sections which have been the 
worst victims of Congress(!) repression and in3ustlces. 

It will be harmful to thmk that these measures will not 
have any impact on the electorate. It is for the Opposition 
parties to take them senously and tell the people the whole 
truth about them. It is known that these moves, m the name 
of transfer of powers to the people, embody an attack against 
the powers of the States. In the forthcoming Ra3ya Sabha 
session m October, the Congress(!) will once agam seek to 
pass the Panchayat and Urban Bodies Bills after manipula
t10ns to acquire a two-thirds ma3onty This game has to be 
foiled and united resistance must be put up agamst these 
Bills which encroach on the States' autonomy. 

Movement against Pr.ice-rise and Unemployment 

Considenng the immediate economic situation and to main
tain the lmks with the masses, the Polit Bureau considers it 
absolutely essential that the Left and Opposition parties take 
up the questions of price-nse, unemployment, sickness in 
industry, and carry on a ragmg campaign throughout 
the country to expose the Government's economic policies 
and defend the mterests of the people. The Polit Bureau 
calls upon all its umts to launch a mass movement against 
pnce-nse and unemployment by observing a week from 
September 26 to October 2 for this movement in coopera
t10n with the Left and secular Opposition parties. 

The Poht Bureau is confident that in the coming months, 
by strengthenmg the hes with the masses who are already m 
the field, expressmg their determination to fight the d1v1s1vo 
and communal forces and concentrating on the m1sdeed.1 
and anti-national pohciea of the Raj iv Government, a umted 
power force will soon emerge to secure a decisive victory 
for the Left and Opposition secular forces to safeguard de
mocracy, unity and the integrity of the country 10 that tho 
people can have a real government of their choice. 
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The Poht Bureau took note of certain other important 
developments in the national and international plane. 

Tripura 
The Poht Bureau denounced the sadistic terror against CPl(M) 
members of the Tnpura Assembly. The MLAs were beaten, 
thrown to the ground, dashed against revolving fans by the 
Assembly staff, on the order of removal by the Speaker. 
Some Congress Ministers and MLAs were mc1tmg the staff 
to enact further acts of terror and violence. Several mem
bers were hurt, tnJured and wounded. 

An authoritanan party which got mto power by fals1fy
mg the election results, is now enacting terror ms1de the 
Assembly. Never before, not even during the notorious 
Emergency regime, was there such an example of trampling 
underfoot every vestige of democracy mcluding the mv1ola
b1hty of a person of the Legislature. 

The Poht Bureau reminds the people that recently a 
Committee of the ILO on a complamt lodged by the CITU, 
virtually branded the Tnpura Government as mdulgmg m 
anti-social acts and collaborating with antt-soc1als. The bru
tal happenmgs m Tnpura Assembly call for nationwide pro
tests, and the Poht Bureau requests all Left and secular 
parties, all progressive ind1v1duals irrespective of their po
httcal affihat1ons, to denounce these brutal happenmgs and 
fatlure of all democratic norms. 

Punjab 
Everyday the killing of mnocent people by the terrorists 
goes on. The CPl(M) and Left forces are special targets of 
the assassins. In the latest incident on September 13, two 
CPl(M) members were murdered in Amntsar district by the 
Khahstams. These killings make a mockery of the claims of 
the Central Government that the situation is under control. 

The Poht Bureau further condemns the reported efforts 
of the Central Government to strike a deal with a section of 
the secessiomst movement under the guise of solving the 
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Punjab problem The opportumst and selfish attitude of the 
Congress(!) and its Government, its refusal to implement 
the agreed dec1S1on on the basis of the Raj1v-Longowal Accord, 
and its attempt to exploit the situation to its electoral advan
tage have led to total failure m solvmg the Punjab problem 
and accentuated the danger of disruption. 

Jammu & Kashmir 
The Poht Bureau expressed its concern over the developments 
in Kashmir where the secess1omst elements seem to be gettmg 
the upper hand everyday with the Farooq and the Central Gov
ernments lookmg on as helpless spectators Nothmg underlmes 
the mcompetence of the Central Government better than the 
extension of secess1omst terrorism with its openly pro
Pakistan1 advocacy, to Kashmir. The only remedy the Farooq 
Government thought advisable was a Press-curbmg measure 
which had to be kept m abeyance because of strong protests. 

Assam 

The Poht Bureau expressed its deep concern over the Bodo 
problem which has resulted m a spate of murders and coun
ter-murders. The recent talks m Delhi, which were a wel
come development, have neither quietened nor stab1hzed the 
situation. But the Government of India and the State Gov
ernment of Assam must hurry the process of negot1at1ons to 
come to an agreed solution. 

The Polit Bureau also expressed its deep concern and 
opposition to the way in which tens of thousands of Indian 
citizens in Assam are bemg depnved of their votmg nghts 
while preparmg new electoral rolls. Thus those who have 
been on the rolls for years are now asked to prove their 
c1tizensh1p This is an anti-national act which must be op
posed by all sections of the Indian people 

NAM Summit 

The Poht Bureau expressed Its satisfaction that the Belgrade 
NAM Summit has reiterated ns adherence to the foundmg 
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prmc1ples of the NAM and its detenmnat1on to contmue the 
fight agamst impenahsm, colomahsm, neo-colomahsm and 
apartheid and Ziomsm It congratulated the socialist coun
tnes, Cuba, Vietnam, DPRK and Laos, and the frontlme 
Afncan States for upholdmg the ongmal heritage of the 
NAM. The Belgrade Summit, after overcommg the move to 
dilute the anti-impenahst content of the movement, suc
ceeded m takmg a common stand on vital issues facmg the 
non-aligned countnes hke external debt and economic ex
ploitation. 

It is deplorable that the Government of India imt1ally 
fatled to fight the move for dtlutmg the baste pos1ttons of 
the NAM, but later retneved its position under pressure. 

The Poht Bureau expresses its satisfaction that India's 
stand for a poht1cal solution of the Afghan problem is gam
ing more ground m the wake of the setback to the U.S. 
efforts to seek a m1htary solution. The Poht Bureau appre
ciates and supports the stand of the Government of Cambo
dia in the recent Parts negottations which, however, could 
not produce a successful solution because of the mtrans1-
gence on the part of the USA and others who seek a place 
for the genocidal Pol Pot faction m the new poht1cal set-up 
under negotiation The Poht Bureau endorses India's stand 
and consistent support to the cause of democratic Cambo
dia. 

The Poht Bureau expresses satisfaction at the contmumg 
negot1auons between India and the Government of Sn Lanka 
on the question of a speedy withdrawal of the IPKF forces 
from Sn Lankan territory. 

The Poht Bureau notes that the talks between Kmg B1rendra 
of Nepal and RaJ1v Gandhi open prospects for friendly ne
gotiallons for setthng the outstanding disputes concernmg 
the two neighbours, such as the Trade and Transit Treaty. 



CPl(M)'s Greetings to Communist 
Party of China on 40th Anniversary 
of the Chinese Revolution* 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) conveys its revolutionary fraternal greet1Dgs to the 
Commumst Party of ChlDa and the Ch1Dese people on the 
occasion of the 40th anmversary of the foundation of the 
People's Repubhc of ChlDa. 

Commg soon after the victory over fascism, the tnumph 
of the Ch1Dese Revolution and the estabhshment of the PRC 
on October l, 1949, was an event of revolutionary s1gmfi
cance. It galvamsed the people's struggles aga1Dst colomal-
1sm and tmpenahsm ID the region and had a profound im
pact on world developments. 

The decades of the glonous struggle by the Ch1Dese people 
under the leadership of the CPC, the sacnfices and martyr
dom of m1lhons of Ch1Dese people culm1Dat1Dg ID the foun
dation of the PRC, cont1Due to be a source of 1Dsp1rat1on to 
the people struggl1Dg for freedom, bberty, human d1gmty 
and Soc1absm. This tnumph over the forces of feudahsm 
and tmpenabsm that had heaped untold mtsenes on the Chmese 
people, altered the correlation of forces in the world. 

The CPC had to address itself to the gigantic task of 
soc1ahst construt.:tion ID a country that is home to nearly 
one-fourth of the world's population, m cond1ttons of ex
treme social and economic backwardness, as a result of feudal 
explo1tatton and tmpenahst plunder over the years. It was 
from this backwardness that the CblDese people, under the 
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leadership of the CPC, made tremendous strides m improv
mg the economic conditions and achievmg higher social 
and cultural standards. 

The reforms embarked upon by the Commumst Party of 
Chma m recent years, to modernize the economy and de
velop Sociahsm, has resulted m higher rates of growth. Ac
companymg these reforms the CPC had correctly warned 
that m a transitional stage, a resolute struggle agamst bour
geois hberahsm will have to be undertaken along with rais
mg the ideological consciousness of the Chmese people. 

The CPl(M) is happy to note that the CPC and the PLA 
have warded off the recent attacks of the counter-revolution
aries What was at stake was the Chmese Revolution as
sailed by the forces of impenahsm, which supported and 
encouraged the forces of mternal reaction. This counter-revo
lutionary agitation and the Western support to 1t were nsmg 
to a crescendo when the Smo-Soviet Summit was takmg 
place, as impenahsm dreads nothmg more than the growmg 
friendship between the USSR and the PRC. The CPl(M) 
wishes the CPC all success in the contmuous struggle agamst 
ideologies ahen to Soc1ahsm. 

The CPl(M) halls the recent Smo-Soviet Accord endmg 
the hostility that divided the two giant soc1ahst neighbours 
and two great Commumst Parties. This 1s an event of great 
historic sigmficance which will have a deep impact on the 
course of future world developments, strengthenmg the forces 
of peace, democracy and Soc1ahsm. 

The CPl(M) is confident that the CPC will successfully 
resolve the difficult task of bulldmg Socialism in Chma 
based on firm adherence to Marxism-Leninism, the people's 
democratic dictatorship and the socialist path, under the lead
ership of the Commumst Party. 

The CPI(M) notes the positive improvement m relations 
between India and Chma in recent years. The CPI(M) is 
confident that the future will see a further improvement which 
will contribute to the advance of the forces of peace in Asia 
as well as in the world. 
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On this happy occasion of the 40th anniversary of the 
foundmg of the People's Republic of Chma, the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) extends its warm, cordial and com
radely greetmgs to the leadership and members of the Com
munist Party Chma and the Chmese people, and 1s confi
dent that the process of all-round socialist construction m 
Chma will grow from strength to strength 

Vol XXIII-8 



CPl(M)'s Greetings to 
German Democratic Republic on 
40th Anniversary* 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) conveys its warm fraternal greetmgs to the people 
of the GDR and the Soc1ahst Umty Party of Germany on 
the occasion of the 40th anmversary of the foundation of the 
German Democratic Repubhc. 

The foundation of a Soc1ahst State on the German soil 
was an event of historic s1gmficance m more than one sense 
It made a dec1s1ve contribution to ensure that war should no 
longer origmate from the German soil. The estabhshment of 
a workers' and peasants' State on the German soil was the 
culmmatlon of the glorious traditions of German revoluuo9-
aries begmnmg from the founders of Scientific Soc1ahsm, 
Marx and Engels. Socialist Germany 1s a product of the 
msp1rat1on of generations of German revoluuonaries, the 
struggles of the German workmg class, their heroism and 
sacrifices and, above all their undaunted defence of Marx-
1sm-Lemmsm. The SUPG, the mheritor of these glonous 
trad1t1ons 1s today d1schargmg the historic respons1b1hty of 
bu1ldmg developed Soc1ahsm m the GDR. 

The forty years of existence of Soc1ahst GDR has re
soundmgly vmd1cated the vahd1ty of the Marx1st-Lenm1st 
understandmg of Soc1ahsm as a superior form of economic 
and social organization The all-round development of the 
Soc1ahst society with no unemployment and mflat1on 1s a 
manifestation of this. The all-round security of the people is 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Deihl, October 8, 1989 
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enshnned m the conshtut1onal guarantees of the fundamen
tal nght to work, housmg and health. The GDR economy 1s 
today at a quahtatlvely new stage herald1Dg a further strength
enmg of advanced Soc1ahsm. The rapid stndes m the growth 
of labour productivity are s1gmf1cant and the people of the 
GDR are now prepanng to meet at the SUPG Congress, a 
year m advance m order to further enhance the targets of 
matenal and social well-be1Dg The ovemdmg aim of So
c1ahsm, the all-round development of the human being is 
today reflected m the high levels of moral and cultural values 
m the GDR. 

For the past four decades the GDR has been steadfast m 
its support to the national hberat1on struggles and ant1-1m
penahst movement the world over This expression of pro
letanan mtematlonahsm is a source of 1Dsp1ratton for the 
people battl1Dg for their hberat1on. 

Stand1Dg at the d1v1de between cap1tahsm and Soctahsm 
the GDR has taken many an tmtlahve to nd Europe of all 
nuclear weapons and for world peace. Apart from these 
proposals, with which no peace-lovmg human bemg can 
disagree, the GDR has also announced umlateral reduction 
of troops and cuts m defence expenditure. These steps once 
agam reaffirm Soc1ahsm's commitment to world peace. 

It is precisely m the background of these achievements 
that tmpenahsm has launched a naked offensive aimed at 
subvert1Dg Socialism m general and the GDR m particular 
Hav1Dg never reconciled to the existence of Soc1ahsm on 
the German soil, the FRG backed by 1mpenahsm, appropri
ated for itself a role as the "custodian for all Germans". 
Violatmg all norms of mtemational law and directly inter
fermg ID the IDtemal affairs of the GDR, the FRG has planned 
and executed an exodus of some people from the GDR. That 
such a move should come on the eve of the 40th anmversary 
of the GDR is not surprismg And that the tmpenahst Press 
should gloat over this event with wide distorted publicity 1s 
also not surpnsmg. 

While the overall climate ID the world is, m relative terms, 
'( 
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more conducive to disarmament and detente, impenahsm is 
brazenly mstigatmg troubles withm the Socialist countries 
m order to attempt a subversion of Socialism. The struggle 
agamst such impenahst machmat10ns is not a struggle con
fined to the Communists of one country or the other It is 
a world-wide struggle that has mtensified between the forces 
of Sociahsm and impenahsm The CPl(M) true to its com
mitment to Marxism-Leninism and proletarian mtemation
ahsm, redeems its pledge to fight shoulder to shoulder with 
Communists the world over .m this struggle. The CPl(M) 
sends its fraternal sohdanty to the German Communists 
assurmg them of all support at this pomt when they are 
engaged m this bitter struggle 

The CPl(M) extends once again its cordial greetings to 
the people of the GDR and the SUPG on this happy occa
sion and is confident that Socialism will grow from strength 
to strength on the German sod. 



Communal Carnage at Badaun* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
September 29, 1989, giving a call for maintaining 
Communal Amity 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
is deeply disturbed at the developments m Badaun, Uttar 
Pradesh, over the issue of granting second official language 
status to Urdu. Pohce firing has resulted in eight dead, 
nearly a hundred injured, and the situation continues to 
remam explosive (Smee the statement was issued, the 
death-toll has mcreased to more than 30-Ed.) 

The CPl(M) had continuously warned that the mflam
matory communal propaganda unleashed by the BJP, 
Vishwa Hindu Panshad, BaJrang Dai and other communal 
orgCl!lizations is creating a tense situation in U P. and other 
parts of North India. The BJP's blatantly communal oppo
sition in the UP. Assembly to the Urdu Bill 1s a clear 
reflection of the communal poison that it is spreadmg. 

The CPI(M) has always supported the position of grant
ing the second official language status to Urdu in those 
areas where it is largely spoken. This issue was decided way 
back durmg the freedom movement and was enshrmed in 
the Indian Constitution The ruhng Congress(l)'s electoral 
opportunism is revealed most nakedly by its refusal to 
implement the Constitutional provision durmg the last 
four decades of its monopoly rule at the Centre. In fact, 
the Congress(!) election manifesto for 1984 had deceived 
the people with the promise that this will be implemented 
1f 1t was elected to office. Pandenng to Hmdu communal 

*Publtshed ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Deihl, October 8, 1989 
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chauvmism, the Congress(!) betrayed this pledge for the 
last five years. With a blatant idea of woomg the Urdu
speakmg Mushm mass, on the eve of elections, the 
Congress(!) has moved the Bill yesterday m the U.P Vidhan 
Sabha. The opportunist pohc1es of the Congress(!) have 
led the country to this pass. 

The CPl(M) appeals to the people of Uttar Pradesh not 
to fall prey to the communal policies of the BJP and the 
propaganda of Mushm fundamentahsts. It 1s only when 
status and dignity is accorded to different languages and 
cultures that constitute the social fabnc of India, can the 
unity and mtegnty of our country be mamtamed. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) appeals to the people 
of Uttar Pradesh to mamtam peace and resist falling prey 
to communal frenzy. The Poht Bureau condemns the 
Congress(!) Government of India for havmg allowed the 
situation to dnft to this dangerous pass. The Poht Bureau 
calls upon the U .P Government and the d1stnct admmis
trat1on to take all emergent measures to mamtam law 
and order and prevent the s1tuatton from developing mto 
a communal carnage. 



Central Committee Communique* 
Issued following its meeting held on October 15-17, 
1989 

Now that the elections have been announced, the immediate 
task 1s how to mob1hze the popular forces to defeat the 
Congress(!) Government at the polls and oust RaJIV Gandhi 
from power. 

The Central Committee calls upon all secular, Left and 
democrallc forces to rally together for this common objec
tive and take steps to stem the d1vers1onary efforts of the 
disruptive communal forces. 

The Central Committee finalised the hst of the Party's 
Lok Sabha candidates for West Bengal and Tnpura. It has 
asked other State Committees to send their recommenda
tions m a week's time. 

The Pohl Bureau presented a draft of the Election mam
festo for the approval of the Central Committee. The Com
mittee members have agreed to submit their amendments 
w1thm a week's time and have authonsed the Pohl Bureau 
to finalise the draft and release the mamfesto. 

Isolate Communal Forces 
Recent developments show that the communal and d1srup
t1ve forces have opened a new off ens1ve of nots and poison
ous propaganda agamst the mmont1es to polarise the coun
try on communal Imes and prevent the people from g1vmg 
a democratic verdict m the elections. 

The raw communal appeal made at the Bombay meetmg 
*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Deihl, October 22, 1989 
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of the BJP, the demand made for the withdrawal of all guar
antees and nghts of the mmonttes provided under the Con
stitution and presented as positive secularism, the demand 
for erection of the RamJanmabhoomi temple accompamed 
by the demohtton of the Babri MasJid and finally the flaunt
ing of the BJP alliance with the Shiv Sena set the tone for 
the new offensive. 

This was followed by a series of nots tn a number of 
cities and towns following the 'Ram Shila PooJan' proces
sions organized by the VHP, RSS and BJP ahead stands 
the prospect of widespread communal orgies m U P. where 
the same trimty holds out the threat of orgamzmg a huge 
mass of people m support of the consecrating ceremony of 
the Ram1anmabhoom1 temple The CPl(M) for the last few 
months has been warning the people and the country of 
the impending danger and the nefarious attempts to divert 
the election struggle along communal Imes. Now the dan
ger can be easily seen. 

Several sections of patriotic-minded people have raised 
their voice of protest and called for resistance to the forces 
of disruption. Editorials of newspapers, c1t1zens' conferencos 
and saner elements from both communittes and leaders of 
pohttcal parties all have to take note of this menace and 
demarcate and dissociate themselves from the forces organ
izing communal disruption. 

Of special importance in this connection is the resolution 
of the Poht1cal Affairs Committee of the Janata Dai, a maJor 
Opposition party, which reasserts its support for the nghts 
of the mmonttes. It calls upon all to accept the verdict of 
the court on the Babri MasJid/RamJanmabhoomi issue and 
refrain from orgamzmg provocative rehgious processions and 
asks its umts to intervene among the people durmg riots to 
bnng about peace. 

Important Development 

ThIS 1s an important pohttcal development. It opens up the 
prospect of a concerted effort on the part of the secular 
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Oppos1t1on parties and the ,Left parties to wage a umted 
battle ID the elections for the twlD purpose of defeat1Dg 
RaJIV Gandhi and 1solatmg the communal forces to protect 
and strenghthen national umty. It is necessary that all con
stituents of the National Front endorse the Janata Dai Reso
lution, and firmly combme the battle for oustmg the 
Congress(!) from power with the struggle to checkmate the 
d1v1s1ve and communal forces. The sooner the earlier 1llu
s1on that the election struggle can be won with the direct or 
mdirect aid of the BJP by conmvmg at its antI-m1Donty 
character is given up, the better. 

People's Suffering due to Congress(!) Misrule 

The Central Committee expresses its deep sympathy for the 
suffenng people who are victims of ns1Dg pnces. There is 
no explanation except that the Government 1s implement1Dg 
one of the cond1tionaht1es of the World Bank regardmg 
domestic pohcy, reduction of consumption by the masses 
The Central Committee warns the people agamst the grow
ing mterference of the World Bank and IMF m our economy, 
agamst the U S. pressure to mvade the Indian economy and 
its demand under Super 301 and the attempts at destab1hzation 
of the country by the 1mpenahst agencies. It calls on all 
political parties who chensh Indian freedom and umty to 
place this danger before the people m the commg elections 
and rouse their vigilance. 

With the elections only five weeks away the Central 
Committee rem1Dds the people of the all-pervadmg distress 
spread by RaJIV Government's anti-people policies. Mass 
unemployment ID the urban and rural areas, more than two 
lakh concerns sick or closed, a devalued rupee robbmg the 
people of their hard-earned 1Dcomes, monstrous taxation and 
IDflation forc1Dg starvation on wide sections of the people
these have been the gifts of RaJiV Gandhi's five years mis
rule. They are accompamed by the growmg challenge of 
secess10mst and d1v1S1ve forces, communal nots and the process 
of national d1s1Dtegrat1on. 
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Bofors Scandal indicts Government 
The Central Committee took note of the new revelations m 
regard to the Bofors scandal made by the Associate Editor 
of The Hmdu, N. Ram. The Pnme Minister has disposed of 
the same saying that they prove nothing against him or his 
Government. If nothing else, these disclosures prove the 
Government's readiness to believe all that Bofors have said, 
its refusal to probe the matter and its connivance to hush 
thmgs up. These are enough to undermme confidence m any 
government and call for its res1gnatlon. 

Dubious Stand against Communalism 
The Central Committee noted that RaJIV m his speeches and 
campaign presents himself as a defender of national umty 
and opponent of communahsm. A Government that ts un
able to snuff out the secessJOmst challenge in Punjab and 
whose bankruptcy is mamfest m the cnt1cal situation m 
Kashmir, has It any claim to talk about the umty of the 
country? And a party which unscrupulously appeals to Chnsttan 
communahsm m Mizoram to get electoral advantage and 
joins hands with the communal Mushm League m Kerala 
agamst the Left Mm1stry, has it any claim to talk about 
fighting communahsm1 

Defeat of Over-Centralization 
Ra11v in his campaign also attacks the Oppos1t1on for de
f eatmg the Panchayah RaJ and Nagarpahka Bills telling the 
people that this has sabotaged its efforts to transfer power 
to the people. It 1s difficult to believe Ra11v Gandhi's con
cern for democracy and transfer of power to the people when 
the orgamzat1on over which he presides has not been al
lowed to hold elections for 17 years to elect new office
bearers. RaJiV Gandhi should know that more decentrahza
tlon of power for the panchayats has been achieved m West 
Bengal and more direct democratic and active funct1onmg 
of the panchayats 1s to be seen m that State. 

The Left and Opposition parties stand for genume 
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decentralization of power They are opposed to estabhshmg 
the overlordship of the Central Government over the panchayots 
m the name of decentrahzation. This was the essence of the 
two Bills. And besides 1t was an attempt to drastically re
duce the powers of the State Governments and the State 
legislatures. To mamtam and strengthen Indian umty it is 
essential to mcrease the powers of the State and estabhsh a 
proper relationship between the State and the Centre. But 
the content of the two Bills moved in the contrary directton. 

Electoral Manoeuvres 
Dunng the last four or five weeks, the RaJIV Government 
has announced a number of reform packages for the rural 
and urban unemployed, for women and farmers. The Jawahar 
Rozgar Yojana, the Nehru Rozgar YoJana, 30 per cent res
ervation m panchayats for women, filhng m the vacancies 
m Jobs reserved for scheduled castes and scheduled tnbes-
thesc have been announced with the obvious intention of 
allunng voters from the downtrodden sections. They are 
obviously electoral manoeuvres, and wdl be seen as such by 
large sections who are supposed to be benefitted by them. 

Concerted Efforts of Left and 
Secular Forces Required 

The reports made by the Central Committee members on 
the August 30 Bandh spoke of the unprecedented and enthu
siastic participation of the masses. The JOmt call has given 
a new impetus to the mass movement and mass activity. The 
CPI(M) and the Left parties which have already been m the 
field orgamzmg mass actions, had earher witnessed unprec
edented mob1hzat1on on urgent issues of the masses. It is 
evident that concerted and JOmt act1v1ty of the Left and 
secular forces wdl transform the election struggle mto one 
umted upsurge of the people for oustmg the RaJJV Government. 

The Central Committee calls on all its State Committees 
and umts to work to reahze this possibihty and convert the 
election struggle mto an mtegrally umted mass upsurge. The 
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Central Committee calls upon the Left parties to strengthen 
Left unity which has a crucial role to play m this upsurge 
If the united will of the people is asserted m the elections 
to achieve the two objectives, the door will be opened for 
the masses to have a dec1s1ve say m the post-election situ
ation. 



International Situation* 
International Section of the Report adopted by the 
Central Committee of the CPl(M) in its meeting held 
on October 15-17, 1989 

The mternattonal s1tuatton m recent months 1s marked by 
sharpenmg of contrad1cttons between 1mpenahsm and so
c1ahsm along with the mtens1ficatton of other contrad1c
t10ns. 

The Central Committee's Resolutton on Recent Develop
ments m Chma observed: "The 1mpenahst mterventlon through 
the media and economic pressures agamst Chma and its 
defeat constttute the most important mternat1onal develop
ments of recent ttmes puttmg mto shade all others. Startmg 
with mternal turmoil the s1tuat1on developed mto a vutual 
confrontatton between the two systems." The CPl(M) con
gratulated the CPC on its success m overcommg the offen
sive and mfhctmg the defeat on the 1mpenahsts. 

But smce then the socialist camp and the world forces of 
soc1ahsm have received a big set-back with two soc1ahst 
countnes gettmg completely overwhelmed by internal reac
ttonary forces and developments, with Commumst Parties 
in these countnes losmg theu gnp over the people and gettmg 
isolated from them. 

In Poland and Hungary, the Commumst Party has lost its 
gnp over the working class and the people, openmg the way 
to rcacttonary and counter-revoluttonary developments. In 
Poland, the Commumst Party 1s forced to enter mto a coa
htion government with Sohdanty whose leadership was fi
nanced and supported by the USA. The Sohdanty Pnme 

*Published ID 'The Marxist', theorebcal Journal of CPl(M) 
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Minister has openly announced his intention to take the 
country to market economy which means restoration of 
capitalism. Leaders of the PUWP of Poland are also askmg 
people to be ready for social changes as they need changes 
in the direction of market economy. These developments m 
Poland follow from the present cond1t1on of Polish economy. 
The economy 1s running on a hyper inflation rate of 100 per 
cent and there are shortages in everything from food to 
consumer goods. This year Poland will spend more than a 
tenth of its budget on subs1d1es to prop up Its public sector 
enterpnses. Pohsh Deputy Prime Minister has been quoted 
as saying that 1f subs1d1es are to be cut, more than a dozen 
coalmines and a series of other enterprises would have to be 
shut down. A new plan has been prepared by an Harvard 
economist. It calls for a quick Pohsh leap into market economy 
clamping money supply, eliminating pnce control and sub
sidies and relaxing foreign trade regulations. The economist 
warns of a SIJt-month penod of chaos with raging inflation, 
nsing pnces and stnkes. 

A member of the Polit Bureau of the PUWP recently told 
some 250 delegates that the Central Committee of the Pohsh 
Umted Workers Party (PUWP) had three options: 

(1) Sticking to its trad1t1onal form and watching its sup
ply of goods d1m1msh; 

(2) Erecting a new party frame of PUWP; 
(3) Or transforming the Party radically to turn into a new 

party able to confront the reahtles up to date. 
In Hungary, the Communist Party has been dissolved and 

the majority has decided to call itself Hunganan Soc1ahst 
Party and has asked for U S help, declared for market economy 
and applied for affihat1on to the Socialist International This 
1s a walk over for the cap1tahst system. It seems a small 
part of the Party still wants to continue and resist this proc
ess of change over. Sometime back, when President Bush 
visited Hungary Comrade Gorbachev had remarked that the 
Amencan President's v1s1t can be considered to be natural 
if he resisted the temptation of turning Hungary away from 
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the socialist system. But now it seems Bush by promising 
big economic help, gave a push to the counter-revolutionary 
forces to move ahead. 

Hungary has opened its border with Austria in open vio
lation of the treaty with GDR allowing all the East German 
refugees to cross over to West Germany. 

Prolonged violations of Leninist norms in the function
ing of the working class state and inability to restore them, 
resulting in isolation from the people, coupled with the il
lusion about the magic plurality of the political system and 
a pathetic faith in market economy overwhelmed the two 
parties making a peaceful counter-revolution possible. 

The set-back of the socialist system in the two countries 
is the biggest triumph of imperialism against socialism during 
the four decades since the victory against Nazi aggression 
and the emergence of a socialist camp. And yet the interna
tional Communist movement seems to be unaware of the 
gravity of the situation. There has been no common protest 
and warning, no sense of solidarity with the working class 
that is being betrayed and defeated. The same tendency that 
was in evidence in relation to the counter-revolutionary struggle 
in China is again witnessed treating the offensive of the 
counter-revolutionary forces as an internal matter of the 
countries concerned. 

A number of Communist Parties in socialist countries 
did take note of the developments in Poland and Hungary 
before their final collapse and expressed their concern over 
them. The C.C. meeting of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany (GDR) held in June rejected the idea of bourgeois 
parliamentary pluralism. It expressed concern about some 
recent developments in Hungary. The report said: "At present 
we are witnessing very intense efforts by certain politicians 
of capitalist countries to exert political, ideological and 
economic pressures on socialist countries and make them 
adopt capitalist concepts and structures, bourgeois pluralism 
and bourgeois ideology. Under the banner of renewal of 
socialism, forces aspiring to eliminate socialism were at 
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work. In this context we are filled with concern at develop
ments m Hungary." 

Cuba, Czechoslovakia and Vietnam have expressed s1m1-
lar concern over these developments. But the rest of the 
international movement pref erred to observe stlence. 

In these two countnes unhke m Chma, there was absence 
of an orgamzed . force to defend soc1ahsm and the party 
There was virtual 1deolog1cal demob1hzat1on and a tendency 
to surrender before the forces of cap1tahst restoration. Per
haps never in history was there such a peaceful counter
revolut1on. It has taken place without the impenahsts firmg 
a shot and without the International Commumst Movement 
attachmg any importance to it, treatmg it as an mternal 
affair. However, there is no doubt that supporters of Marx-
1sm-Lemmsm will orgamze themselves and struggle to de
fend sociahsm. 

This lack of cohesion and sohdanty m the Commumst 
movement is a senous development. It is the end result of 
a penod extendmg over many years which saw d1ff erences 
in the socialist camp and m the International Commumst 
Movement. How far the present-day Commumst movement 
stands from the common understandmg which it developed 
before the spht m the Commumst movement will be real
ized if we recall the call of the 1960 meetmg of the Com
munist Parties of the world-the last such gathenng. Refer
ring to the responsibihties of the ruhng Communist Parties 
the 1960 declaration said: "The common interests of the 
people and socialist countries demand a proper combmat1on 
of the principles of socialist internationalism and sociahst 
patnotlsm in politics-. Every Communist Party which has 
become a rulmg party m the state bears a historical respon
Sibihty for the destmy of both its country and the entire 
sociahst camp. 

"Mamfestations of nationahsm and national-narrow
mmdedness do not disappear automatically with the estab
lishment of socialist system. If fraternal relattons and fnendsh1p 
between the socialist countnes are to be strengthened 1t 1s 
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necessary that the Commum.st and ·workers' Parties pursue 
a Marxisl-Lcnirnst inlcma.tiomJ policy. tha1 all working people 
be educated in the spirit of internanonabsm and patnotlsm 
and that a resolule ltnJ!pe be •-aged to climmare the survivals 
of bourgeois nati<xWJ.AD and chauviniun." 

And ag:Un in rcbtioll IO the unity of the International 
Commmmt Movemca1 the declaration says: "The interests 
of the sttuggle fol' the working cla.u cause demand ever 
closer unity of the nnb of each Communist Party and of 
the great army of Com:muniits of all countnes; they demand 
of them unity of will and actioa It is the supreme intema· 
tionalist duty of every Marxi.R-1..enmut Party to work con· 
tmuously fOI' f,Teala lrlJity in the World Communi•t Move· 
ment." 

"A resolute dcfeoce of the antty uf the w,,,.Jd Commuul"t 
Movement on the principle of M4ni~Le-ninittm and pm· 
letarian internationali•m and the prnentfon '1f any ktlon 
which may undermine that unity are ne«:•••ry wml1Uom1 to 
victory 10 the struggle for natimud ·~~tuAJ, ~ttlHE: .. 
racy and peace, for the 1ucuufuJ acwmpHcihmflnf of Ou~ 
task of the 1oc1aJi1t revolution and '11 the buHdiNI tJt #Ot:h1f
ism and communism. Violation of theM pthK.lple• wHI lttlJlftlt 
the force of communa•m." 

Inside the Soviet Union alw developn.ent• t.tUcilttM etltt

cem are takmg place. For lattt few numthlf Ou~ eff1t1lt etlcllit 
continUCI. The unre.t in the lhlhlt~•t1tffllf h1t1t tf'ft• t..-11 thfl 
point of some seciacm• demaimirn1 ltfl5{.~'11Jott trnttt tfu~ ~uv1 .. t 
Uruon. This reactJOnaty and ~1tmf~f-t~11l11tlo11,., ~ tf,.,tt,.tt1f 
was incited and enwur111il!d by OHJ J11'""'JJ"'"'e ;wfl ~ht~lcit 
condemnation of the l114l~t--(~'"'"" ""' t, t"'''t'"'•H tut 
denouncing everythmJ thfd ~fl1lit1 d11I lt1 Ho- t#ttlf•#lrtt ft 
was asserted that the fhtq ~•hHJ.-"1'1"4t ttl '1, .. ;tfll,,, LHf~f,. 1 
Lithuama were inwrpt""".4 m-11 f~ ~;~1~1 tJnluH 11rlfftt11t 
the Wtshes of the JWAIJll« 111 n~ -4~ 1 ~ ,,ttlt-HI ~Httt-ltt
sion being that they t.Hs 11~ t••11f Ill w11J1;#t#W ttHttt tH~ 
Soviet Unaon. Now "lfflS W;f ~ ttl IJ-'tjlle ttHtH H1~1te -•lf•~
have been demandin1 ~,,, ~/~'# t11#4 'J~y •~te tHtrlhty 
Vol XXIH-9' 



130 Documents of The Communist Movement m India 

mcorporated m the Soviet Umon They also demand seces
sion as a nght under the Soviet Constttutton, because the 
Soviet Constitution guarantees to all nauonahttes the nght 
of secession 

Takmg note of these events the CPSU leadership has 
come out with a statement that the mcorporatton of the 
Baltic-states mto the Soviet Umon was done with the will
mgness of the people and there was no use of force It was 
first declared that secession will not be tolerated The CPSU 
has taken a correct stand saymg that secession will be a 
disaster for the people of the Baltic-states. 

The document on the nattonahties pohcy of the CPSU m 
present-day conditions, adopted by the CPSU Central Com
mittee on September 20, 1989, gives confidence that the eth
nic and nationahty problems which have nsen now wdl be 
properly solved on the basis of correct Marxist-Lemmst un
derstandmg of the s1tuation and m the changed cucumstances 
of the present day The documant bases itself on the great 
Lemmst legacy of the earher penod when immediately after 
the October Revolution the nattonahties problems were 
growmgly solved and an example was presented to the world 
of equality and freedom for all nationaht1es under socialism. 
As the document observes: "In spite of all contradictions m 
subsequent developments, the economic, social and spmtual 
progress of the people was steady. Immense production forces 
were formed m all regions of the country The repubhcs 
produced theu own workmg class and scientific, technolog1-
cal and art1stlc commumlles. On the basis of cooperation and 
mechan1zat1on the countryside changed in profile. Educational 
standards rose steeply among all Soviet people. As a result of 
the mdustnal and agncultural development of the North S1bena 
and the far east and the establishment of new industnal sci
entific and cultural centres, the map of the country's nat1on
al1t1es has changed. There is no temtory today where people 
of vanous nallonalilles do not hve and work side by side. 
The demographic situation is now different and is character
ized by rapid growth m urban population. 
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''The impetus given by the proletanan revolution to the 
nationahlles pohcy has reverberated throughout our entire 
history However, deformations of social development that 
began soon after Lenm's death had a baneful effect also on 
relations between nattonahttes 

"The command system of admmistrat1on which needed 
absolutely centralized and umform structure began to m
creasmgly ignore the demands of national development. The 
approach that prevailed was the departmental and md1ffer
ently bureaucrallc one which could be felt everywhere
from the sttfhng of productive forces to the problem of 
language, education and culture." 

The document further observes· "Soviet society which 
embarked upon the path of radical reforms 1s now scrutmiz
mg its past The task 1s, whtle preservmg all that 1s valu
able, to redress all meqmties, to Inject fresh energy mto 
economic and poht1cal and spmtual bf e of every people of 
our country, to give scope for untrammelled national devel
opments" 

The document correctly observes: "It is utterly wrong to 
allege that the people of the USSR have no nght to self
determmation and to reduce self-determmation merely to 
secession thereby 1mpovenshmg the umversal pnnciple of 
the solution of the nattonahty problem The entire Soviet 
and world expenence pomts to the need to regard self-deter
mmat1on not only as a one time act connected with the 
exercises of the nght to secession It IS a complex and many
faceted process of assertmg national digmty strengthenmg 
poht1cal and economic mdependence and developmg the 
language and culture." 

It can be stated that all soc1ahst soc1et1es which are m a 
state of constant motion do reqmre new remedies and new 
reforms to meet the ex1stmg situation. But the mnovat1ons 
have to be rooted only w1thm the framework of socialist 
society Four features of soc1ahsm, the soc1ahzed means of 
production and d1stnbutton, leadership of Marxist-Lemmst 
Party, Marx1sm-Lemmsm and the state of the workmg class-
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these must be the framework to introduce any mnovat1on or 
reform Any relaxation of these w111 lead to undermmmg of 
the soc1ahst system. 

These developments are bemg taken advantage of by the 
enemies of soc1ahsm m all countnes and an orchestrated 
propaganda 1s bemg unleashed te11mg. that soc1ahsm has 
failed. It 1s creating confusion mside the working class and 
among the people. In our country also opponents of social
ism are echoing the 1mpenahst propaganda to denigrate 
soc1ahsm. It 1s, therefore, necessary for our Party to come 
out sharply m defence of soc1ahsm, the supenonty of the 
soc1ahst system and recount once more a11 the achievements 
of the soc1abst state and soc1ahst societies smce the tn
umph of October Revolution. The foundation of the first 
soc1ahst state based on sociahzed means of production, nght 
to work, bberahon of nauonahhes and freedom of women, 
aboht1on of explo1tat1on of man by man and the great achieve
ment of soc1ahst planning, all these have to be marshalled 
again to tell the people about the supenonty of the soc1ahst 
system. The great hberatmg role played by the Soctahst 
Soviet Umon m the fight against the Nazis when the entire 
1mpenahst world had crumbled before the attack has agam 
to be reiterated te11mg the people how only the soc1ahst 
country c9uld fight the great battle m the interest of hbera
tJOn of nations and people. Agam the record of the two 
systems, the 1mpenahst system ever prepanng for war un
leashing two huge wars m the last 60-70 years with mtlhons 
of casualties, today agam stock-pihng nuclear weapons to 
fulfil its global amb1t1ons, m contrast the pohcy pursued by 
the first soc1ahst state and later on by all soc1ahst countnes, 
the foreign pohcy of peace, the policy of savmg the world 
from nuclear holocaust-this contrast itself shows the supe
nonty of the socialist system over the cap1tahst system 

And finally dunng these seventy years what does the 
impenahst cap1tahst system offer to the common people 
except the economic cns1s, unemployment and explo1tat1on 
of backward countnes? 
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The po1Dt 1s to be stressed that, no doubt, ID the course 
of development of soc1ahst society certalD d1fficult1es have 
cropped up, certain mistakes have been made which can be 
repaired by rema1D1Dg faithful to the Marx1st-Len1D1st doc
tr1De D1fficult1es that have surfaced are the result of the 
v10lat1on of the Marx1st-Lemmst norms and the funct1on1Dg 
of the soc1ahst state and not because there 1s someth1Dg 
erroneous ID the Marx1st-Lemmst conception and theory. 



Devolve Powers to Panchayats 
Immediately* 
Statement dated October 14, 1989, issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M} to Press 

The Poht Bureau congratulates the entire OpposJUon m the 
RaJya Sabha for umtedly defeating the Panchayau RaJ and 
Nagarpahka Constitution Amendment Bills The victory of 
the Oppos1tton 1s a vindication of those who argued that 
these two amendments are a gross mfnngement of the 
nghts of the States under the Constitution. The defeat of 
these two Bills marks a senous blow for the devious 
attempt to foist more centrahzation m the name of de
centrahzatton. The CPl(M) parliamentary group m the 
RaJya Sabha, by actively implementmg the Party hne of 
firmly opposmg the Bills, contributed to the umted effort 
to defeat these authontanan measures. 

Decentralization of powers from the Centre to the States 
and strengthening of panchayats and local bodies are an 
urgent necessity. This 1s possible only when the States ac
quire their nghtful powers and steps are taken by the State 
Governments to strengthen the Panchayati Raj and urban 
bodies. Ra1iv Gandhi and the Congress(!), 1f they are sen
ous about "power to the people", should immediately di
rect the Congress(l)-ruled States to hold regular elections 
and take measures to devolve powers to the panchayats 
and local bodies. They should follow the example of the 
Left Front Government of West Bengal which has smcerely 
and comprehensively implemented measures to democra
tize and strengthen Panchayat1 Raj mstitutlons. 

*Pubhshed ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delht, October 22, 1989 



Newspaper's Exposure on 
Bofors Scandal* 
Statement dated October 12, 1989 issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
expresses its ind1gnat1on at the Government ot- India's ef
forts to suppress the pubhcatlon of the second instalment of 
the Bofors exposure m The Hindu which was scheduled to 
appear on October 11. There can be no other interpretation 
to the sudden refusal after publishing the first instalment, 
by The Hindu editor to pubhsh the highly revealing reports 
filed by N. Ram and Ch1tra Subramaniam. 

The Polit Bureau appreciates the pnnc1pled stand of 
N Ram Associate Echtor of The Hindu, who has upheld 
journalistic integnty, high professional standards and adher
ence to democratic values by refusing to bow to pressures. 
His dec1S1on to go pubhc and inform the people of India of 
the corrupt Bofors deal and the shocking Government con
nivance and cover-up, will be a signal service for democratnc 
values and freedom of the Press. 

The Poht Bureau 1s confident that the truth will come 
out. RaJIV Gandhi and his Government cannot shamelessly 
cling to power. They will have to go. 

*Pubhshed ID 'l>E<>PLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 22, 1989 



~ 
Polit Bureau Condemns VHP Decision 
on Ayodhya* 
Statement dated October 20, 1989 issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly condemns the decision of the Vishwa Hmdu 
Panshad to go ahead with the so-called foundation stone 
laymg ceremony on November 9 at Ayodhya By this 
dec1s1on the Ram1anmabhoom1 Mukt1 Sam1tt and the VHP 
are playmg with fire and have declared their mtentton to 
contmue theu blatant compa1gn agamst the mmonties. 
Riots have erupted in several cities with a heavy toll of 
hves and property, as a result of the Ram Shtla Poo1an 
processions with their inflammatory anti-mmonty slogans. 

The Vishwa Hmdu Panshad and the RSS have refused to 
heed the call of the Janata Dai leadership and other or
ganizations which appealed to them to call off the Ayodhya 
ceremony m the hght of the senous communal tension 
created by this campaign. The VHP has arrogantly re
jected these appeals. The BJP President, L K. Advam, 
has also gone on record that he sees no reason for the 
VHP to call off the Ram Shila PooJans. This aggressive 
and unreasonable stand of these communal forces will 
permanently damage the umty of the country, vitiate com
munal amity and the peaceful electoral process. It is a 
reactionary move which seeks to divert the people's at
tention from the big struggle agamst the Ra1iv Govern
ment m the forthcommg Lok Sabha elections. 

The Poht Bureau appeals to the Janata Dai leadership 
*Pubhshed ID 'PBOPU's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 29, 1989 
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to reahze the gravity of the situation and the disruptive 
stand taken by the VHP-RSS-BJP combme They should 
take a forthnght stand so that these forces are isolated 
and not given any electoral respons1b1hty. Failure to do 
so will strengthen the Congress(I) and RaJiV Gandhi's 
hands. The National Front and Janata Dai leadership should 
nse to the occasion to jom with all secular, Left and 
democratic forces in mob1hzmg all sections of the peo
ple agamst the Congress(I) while isolatmg all d1srup11ve 
and d1vers1onary efforts. 



~ 
CPI(M) Election Manifesto-
1989 Lok Sabha Elections* 

In November this year the people of India will elect a new 
Lok Sabha and decide who should rule the country and how, 
for the next five years The Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
calls upon the people to express their sovereign will, taking 
mto cons1deratlon the events of the last five years. 

The five years of Congress(!) rule are full of betrayal of 
hopes, of the interests of the nation, years of growmg na
tional disintegration and growmg mcapac1ty to check rt, and 
above all years of immense 1mm1sensat1on of our people, 
who were expecting some rebef from the unbearable conditions. 

These have been years of growmg emergence of authon
tanan rule, nsmg roughshod over the democratic nghts of 
the common man, of growmg dependence of India's economy 
on Western impenahst aid with attendant dangers. And, 
finally, they have been years of widespread corruption m the 
adm1mstratton touchmg the highest echelons of the Govern
ment mcludmg the Pnme Mimster, corruption m connection 
with vital defence deals 

How do matters stand today under Ra1iv Gandhi's five 
years' rule in relatton to the all-important question of na
llonal unity? 

Congress(I) Rule: Danger to National Unity 
Every year of the Congress(l)'s misrule under the RajtV 
Government has accelerated the challenge of the secessiomst 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY' New Delhi, October 29. 1989 
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and disruptive forces ra1smg the threat of destab1hzat1on 
and d1smtegration 

For years now the secess1omst threat m Punjab remams 
uncontrolled with mnocent people paymg with their hves 
Every day a new blow 1s struck agamst national umty by 
the foreign financed Khahstams, and the Government, m 
its bankruptcy and its opportumsm, sees no other way than 
that of placmg Punjab under Emergency rule, denymg the 
people of Punjab an elected government to fight the 
menace. 

The secess1omst threat has now extended to Kashmir 
There the separatist elements raise the Pak1stam flag at their 
wdl, orgamze v10lence and bomb attacks, and lose no occa
sion to dishonour the days of national importance, and the 
Government looks on. 

The situation m the North-Eastern region agam is full of 
dangers with the Central Government's RAW orgamzation 
bemg used for mc1tmg the Bodo agitation. In Tnpura the 
Congress(!) party and the RajtV Government have played a 
treacherous role by nggmg the elections and removmg the 
CPl(M) mm1stry which held together the tnbals and non
tnbals m sohd umty to defend the mtegnty of the country 

In the Hmd1 heartland, the Bahn Masj1d/Ramjanmabhoomi 
dispute threatens to unleash communal nots with the RajIV 
Gandhi Government and the Congress(I) party playmg the 
role of a cheermg spectator and with the BJP-RSS-VHP 
spreading the most v1c1ous antl-Mushm poison. 

If the situation is allowed to detenorate further, it will 
mfhct permanent damage on Indian umty, weakenmg the 
country for years The RajIV Gandhi Government has proved 
to be a government of national d1smtegrat1on and d1sumty 

Congress(I) Opportunism 

The Khahstams would have been put m their place and 
Punjab would have been returned to normalcy if the RajtV 
Government had not gone back on the Raj1v-Longowal Accord, 
betrayed the promise to release the Jodhpur detenus, and 
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pumshed the orgamzers of anti-Sikh orgy of murders m 
Delhi after the assassmation of Indira Gandhi 

The ruhng party and its Government further betrayed 
national mterests to wm the Haryana elections, sacked the 
Bamala Government and imposed President's Rule on Punjab 
and saddled the State with a permanent state of Emergency 
rule This has ahenated the great mass of the Punjabi peo
ple, the patnotlc peasantry with the fightmg traditions agamst 
every kmd of tnJUShce It was this force that was to be 
roused to wage an effective fight agamst the secessiomsts. 
But the RaJiV Government is afraid of this very force 

The Congress(!) party which even now has a substantial 
followmg m the State is gutlty of cowardly behaviour. A 
leadership corroded by selfishness and self-aggrandisement, 
is unwillmg to take any nsk and mobilize its followmg m 
the fight agamst the secessiomsts. It plays the same role m 
Uttar Pradesh where agam, it can pit its followmg agamst 
the communal forces. But relymg to cash on the Hmdu 
sentiments on the RamJanmabhoom1 issue m the elections, 
tt betrays the people and allows the communal challenge to 
spread In Kerala, the Congress(!) JOIDS hands with the Mushm 
League to fight the Left and Democratic Front. The Congress(!) 
1s totally unworthy of the trust of the people. 

Active Fight of the CPl(M) 

The CPl(M) does not beheve m only cntic1zmg the RaJIV 
Government and the Congress(!) party It carries on an ac
tive fight among the people for national umty agamst seces
sionist, communal and other d1v1s1ve forces. It considers 
that the communal and secessiomst challenges cannot be 
reduced to a law and order question alone. They consutute 
pohtical and ideological attacks on national umty and have 
to be fought as such with the m1t1at1ve of the masses. 

The CPl(M) is, therefore, 10 the forefront of the fight 
agamst the communal forces In Punjab, along with the CPI, 
when all bourgeois parties have collapsed, its cadres and 
members of mass organizations are wagmg a heroic fight 
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for umty orgamzmg the people and facmg the bullets of the 
terronst; Long is the hst of the martyrs- Bul the struggle 
mspires their family members also to take their place and 

carry on the fight 
In Uttar Pradesh, the CPl(M) and the CPI are already 

mtervenmg to orgamze mass opmion and resist the fanati
cism of the VHP-RSS-BJP combme which fans nots by 
orgamzmg 'Sh1lapoo1an' processions 

In West Bengal where for years the CPl(M) and the Left 
have mamtamed and stabihzed communal amity, the Left 
Front Mm1stry is able to take a firm stand agamst provoca
tive 'Sh1lapoo1an' processions and warn the communal forces 
from both sides. In Kerala, the CPl(M)-led Left and Demo
cratic Front Mmistry, supported by the mass orgamzauons, 
is wagmg a relentless fight agamst the RSS, Mushm League 
and other disruptive forces. The CPl(M) considers that the 
contmuous umted action of the masses is the only guarantee 
of wmmng the battle for umty. The CPI(M) calls upon all 
secular Oppos1t1on parties, all patriotic forces to give up the 
role of spectators and critics, and unleash the m1ttat1ve of 
the patnottc masses to fight the communal and other d1sruptors. 

The Dual Character 
The CPl(M) calls upon the electotate to remember the dual 
character of the elect10n struggle It must defeat the RaJIV 
Gandhi Government and the Congress(!). It must isolate the 
communal forces from the people, ehmmate the mfluence 
of communal appeal and defeat the game of disruption. The 
election must result not only m oustmg the Congress(I) from 
power but m the emergence of an India umted and capable 
of defeatmg all disruptive challenges. 

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) calls upon all 
secular Opposition parties to keep m view this double ob
hgation to our people and direct the election struggle so 
that a new government, firmly based on national umty and 
capable of dealmg with communal challenges, emerges from 
the struggle 
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Concern for Minority 
The CPI(M) expresses deep sympathy with the mmonty 
Muslim masses who are the worst victims of communal 
fanaticism and governmental oppre.ssion durmg the nots 
The CPI(M) will never forget the massacre of the Malhana 
Muslims for which the Congress(!) Government has neither 
made any amends nor pumshed the gmlty The CPI(M) has 
always stood for the protection of mmonty rights, full free
dom of conscience, and equality oPopportumty It considers 
protection of mmonty rights as the acid test of democracy 
The CPI(M) stands for equality of all languages and nghtful 
place for Urdu 

The CPI(M) at the same time calls upon the mmonty 
masses to realize that the fight for the mmonty rights and 
equality to be successful, has to be earned on m coopera
tion with the democratic and class forces who are fighting 
the Injustices and meqmties of the bourgeois-landlord rule 
The bourgeois-landlord rulers are mcapable of protecting 
the democratic nghts of the mmonty It 1s only the common 
fight of all sections of the masses that will deliver the mi
nority from the InJUst1ces of the present regime 

The mmonty communal leaders and the fundamentahsts 
never thmk m terms of the common struggle of the Hmdu 
and Mushm masses agamst the Congress(!) regime. They 
encourage and mamtam the communal d1v1s1ons among the 
masses which keep the totlers d1v1ded and help the Congress(!) 
regime 

On the Bahn MasJ1d!RamJanmabhoom1 dispute the CPI(M) 
is of the firm opm1on that it should be settled through a 
court verdict. This 1s the only way such explosive disputes 
m society can be settled Pendmg the court verdict there 
should be no ag1tat1on and procession which are likely to 
break communal peace 

Whither Self-reliance 

The Indian people wtll come mto their own only 1f their 
economy 1s self-rehant and they are able to control it and 
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direct 1t Dunng the years of the Congress(!) rule, and es
pecially under the new economic pohcy of the RaJIV Gov
ernment, Indian economy, its duect10n and pohcy, is more 
and more bemg mfluenced by the directives and cond1t1onaht1es 
of the World Bank and the IMF from whom India 1s borrow
mg heavily 

More and more, mternal pohc1es-exchange rate of rupee, 
food subs1d1es, pnces, pohc1es regardmg sick and closed 
mdustnes, and pubhc sector-are bemg mfluenced by the 
World Bank with the Indian people threatened with the danger 
of losmg their control over the economy 

Besides cond1t1onaht1es hke imports hberahzahons, greater 
openmgs to foreign capital are havmg prejudicial effects on 
Indian mdustry Many mdustnal concerns are closmg be
cause of foreign competition and aggravatmg the unemploy
ment problem 

India's helpless dependence on foreign borrowmgs 1s now 
emboldenmg the US 1mpenahsts to ms1st that India accept 
its demands for mtellectual property nghts, open the Indian 
market for goods, capital and services, and allow the US 
free run for penetratmg every aspect of the Indian economy 

The burden of foreign debt has grown Every year India 
has to pay a huge amount m debt payments Every year 
repayment and mterest charges on loans absorb a greater 
part of the new borrowmgs 

High Prices & Massive Unemployment 

While the pnces of the common necessities of hfe contmue 
to nse, the Indian peasant does not get a remunerative pnce 
for his produce In the years of bumper harvest, food pnces 
for the common man do not declme but contmue to m
crease. The contmuous nse m the pnces of the necess1t1es 
of hfe has led to tremendous depnvat1on of the people, 
throwmg mllhons to abject poverty and enforced starvation 

Never before m India were so many millions undergomg 
starvation after days of hard labour The recent pnce nses 
commg on top of earher pnce mcreases, have broken the 
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back of the people, with almost every article hke sugar, 
foodgrams, edible 011, tea gomg beyond the reach of the 
people The pubhc distnbutton system has collapsed and the 
people are at the mercy of black-marketeers and the ruhng 
party prof 1teers 

Workers in Distress 
Hunger, starvation, unemployment, closed factories and mills 
have been the blessings of the Congress(!) rule Three crores 
of unemployed m cities, ten crores m the rural areas, two 
lakh concerns closed or sick with no prov1s1on of unem
ployment rehef except m a few States, no nght to work-this 
1s the gift of the bourgeois-landlord Government, the 
Congress(!) Government of RaJiv Gandhi. 

Lakhs of mdustnal workers are on the streets. Under the 
textile pohcy of the Government, textile mills, handloom 
and jute workers are gettmg rumed. The handloom and 
powerloom workers had never witnessed such dtstressmg 
days. The ruination of trad1t1onal mdustnes hke cou conti
nues, and tens of thousands are out of Job. 

meak Prospects foc Youth 
The votmg age has been lowered to 18 years and lakhs of 
young people will be exercismg their vote for the first ume 
What are the prospects for a young person under the present 
dispensation? The youth commg from workers' and peasants' 
fam1hes find that there is hardly any opportumty for them for 
domg producttve w9rk and contnbutmg to the progress of 
society. Increasmg rural unemployment 1s dnvmg lakhs of 
young people from the villages to the ~tties where at best 
they get temporary employment m unorganized mdustnes and 
are paid miserable wages. A large number of them are forced 
to seek employment m questionable trades and have often to 
be at the service of smugglers and other ant1-soc1als. 

For the educated youth of the country also the prospects 
are extremely bleak More than four mllhon men and women 
graduates and undergraduates, mcludmg engmeers, doctors 
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and others, are seekmg fruitful employment India under the 
Congress(!) does not reqmre theu services, their skills, theu 
urge to do useful work for our people Thousands of them 
are leavmg the country and forced to place theu skills and 
education at the service of other countnes and peoples, and 
the modernization and computenzat1on dnve launched under 
the RaJIV Government 1s everyday narrowmg employment 
opportumties for them 

The nght to work and unemployment benefit alone c.an 
reheve the d1stressmg situation facmg the country. 

The RaJIV Government accepts no responsibility to check 
this growmg chaos. The Government refuses to take over 
and run sick mdustnes The World Bank demands that the 
Government money should not be spent on rev1vmg sick 
concerns The RaJiv Government, therefore, is denottfymg 
the taken-over mills and addmg to the chaos Further, the 
RaJIV Government's pohcy of modern1zat1on and computen
zatlon of mdustry, adopted m the name of mcreasmg the 
competitive capacity of Indian mdustnes, is agam throwing 
out thousands of workers and employees out of JOb. 

There can be no rehef from this anarchy unless the RaJIV 
Government is thrown out and the policies are reversed. 

Raw Deal for the Peasants 

The talk of land reforms and d1stnbut1on of land to the 
landless has disappeared from the Congress(!) vocabulary 
despite extreme concentration of land and unheard-of ex
ploitation of the agncultural labour and poor peasants at 
the hands of the landlords The RaJiV Government has refused 
to implement the recommendations of the Rural Labour 
Commtttee for a Central legislation for agricultural la
bour. Landlords are allowed to orgamze armed bands to 
terronze the Scheduled Castes and agricultural workers 
who dare to oppose their explo1tat1on or demand wage 
mcrease. The women are molested and raped as in B1har. 
Theu homes are burnt and men murdered an collusaon wath 
the pohce 

Vol XXlll-10 
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Surrender to Multinationals 
The public sector bmlt with the aid of the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries, which offered a basis for bmldmg 
an independent economy, 1s bemg hqmdated and the economy 
1s bemg handed over to Indian private capital. Foreign 
multmat10nals are bemg given more freedom to penetrate 
our economy This 1s a dangerous trend The surrender of 
the Government to the multmattonal Union Carbide, on the 
question of compensation to the Bhopal gas v1cttms, shows 
the mab1hty of the Government to control the growmg m
fluence of the multmat1onals 

Monstrous Burdens on the People 
L1f e has been made a burden and a curse by contmuous 
robbery of the hard-earned mcome of the common man through 
devaluation of the rupee The rupee's present purchasmg 
capacity 1s now only 12 paise Deficit budgets agam cut the 
purchasmg power through high pnces and, fmally, the mon
strous burden of increased taxation amountmg to thousands 
of crores of rupees, agam defraud the people. Over and 
above this, the rural masses get fleeced through extortionate 
payments on 1ts huge accumulated debt What chance has a 
hard-workmg honest man before this entire arsenal of rob· 
bery by the bourgeois-landlord Government 

Intimidation by Anti-Socials 

The ordmary Indian possesses no nght excepting the nght to 
vote. Deeply affected by corruption, Jobbery and nepotism, 
Congress(I) rule has become a curse for the common people 
m India. Under the Congress(I) rule the common man has no 
protection agamst the pohce, against the cnmmals and men 
of mfluence workmg m league with the pohce. 

The stones of rape by policemen and murders m pohce 
custody contmue to multiply Barring transfer or temporary 
suspension hardly anythmg 1s done to brmg the gmlty of
fenders to book 

Even m the country's capital there 1s a common complamt 
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that officers m-charge of pohce stattons often refuse to reg
ister complamts agamst cnmmals and persons with social 
pull with the rulmg party and leave the ordmary c1ttzens 
totally defenceless agamst mllm1dat1on and encroachment 
on their nghts. 

The bast1s, the slums of the big c1ttes, the locahlles m 
the penphery of big towns are ruled by anti-socials m league 
with the pohce This parallel government functions openly 
and people hve m terror of ant1-soc1als. In Congress(!) ruled 
States, honest and bold JOUrnahsts and correspondents who 
expose the misdeeds of the pohce and ant1-soc1als run the 
nsk of threat to their hves Every effort is bemg made to 
subordmate the JUd1c1ary to meet the needs of the ruhng 
party and the JUd1c1ary appears to be mcreasmgly y1eldmg 
under this pressure. 

Authoritarian Onslaughts 

All democratic nghts of the people are under constant at
tack. The 59th Amendment Act which hangs the sword of 
Emergency over the country, the use of ESMA, NSA and 
Preventtve Detention Act are frequently used agamst work
ers' strikes and other mass movements. The fals1ficatlon of 
Tnpura elections and the estabhshment of a terror regime 
there underhnes the growmg trend towards authontanamsm 
under the Congress(!) rule A vote for the Congress(!) is an 
mv1tat1on to engulf the country under a cruel authontar1an 
rule. 

Attacks on Scheduled Castes and Tribes 

The Congress(!) talks about protectmg the weaker sections 
but its record of the last five years has been one of cruel 
attacks and total absence of protecllon agamst the atroc1t1es 
of the landlords In rural areas the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tnbes are subjected to murderous attacks by the 
pohce and landlord goondas. Gang-rape of women by these 
agencies is a frequent phenomenon and the Congress(!) 
Government looks on, nobody is pumshed. 
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Government For stoppmg the process of dismtegration it is 
necessary that more powers are transferred to the States and 
all arbitrary Central mtervention through Governors is ended 
A strong Centre which 1s necessary for India 1s possible 
only 1f 1t 1s backed by strong States armed with sufficient 
powers to carry out theu tasks without fear of mtervenllon 
from the Cctntre. 

Corruption Scandals 

In addition to the cnmes and evils of the cap1tahst path, the 
RaJIV Government has made 1ts own contnbutlon. No previ
ous government of the Congress(!) was surrounded by so 
many corruption scandals shakmg the faith of the common 
man m the admm1strallon and the entire system. 

The Bofors gun scandal, H D W. submarme and other 
scandals have cost the country hundreds of crores of rupees 
The submarme deal, besides, mvolves the defence security 
of the nation The Bofors scandal 1s the biggest and most 
important and with the new facts commg out every day 
RaJIV and his Cabmet colleagues stand tarred and condemned 

Any person with the famtest attachment to parliamentary 
norms would have resigned These norms demand resigna
tion when there 1s reasonable susp1c1on m the mmds of the 
people. Backed by an unprecedented and sychophanuc ma
JOnty, Ra1iv Gandhi has refused to step down, even refused 
to face the Parliament. The members of the parhamentary 
maJonty m defendmg RaJIV Gandhi have acted as feudal 
retamers of the Pnme Mm1ster and betrayed the national 
mterest for the sake of personal mterest The entire lot along 
With RaJIV Gandhi must be given qmt orders m the elections. 
declanng them to be unworthy of the trust of the nation 

Strengthen Policy of Non-alignment 

While callmg for the 1mmed1ate ouster of Ra11v Gandhi and 
Congress(!), the CPl(M) calls upon the people to reahze 
that there are constant conspirac1es agamst our country to 
erode its mdependence, to destab1hze and subjugate our 
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country The U S impenahsts with their ambition of global 
domination seek to bnng us m the orbit of their influence 
utthzmg our foreign borrowings, contmumg internal stnfes, 
and financing anti-national elements 

It is known that behmd the attacks of the Khahstam ter
ronsts m Punjab stands the trammg and financing of U S 
1mpenahsts done through the m1htary mtelhgence chque of 
Pakistan The RaJiV Government though sometimes talks 
about destab1hzmg efforts from abroad, it refuses to pm 
down the USA as the mam abettor of the Khahstam disrup
tors because of its dependence on World Bank loans. 

Those countries and Governments which have succumbed 
to USA's pressures, given up their independent foreign pohcy 
have virtually become subservient to the U.S dictates The 
people m these countnes have lost all democratic nghts 
with military dictatorship rulmg over them. Pakistan, for 
mstance, has been under military dictatorship for a maJor 
part of the penod smce mdependence and ev.en now the 
m1htary clique supported by the U.S 1s powerful. 

India has been saved this fate because of our country's 
foreign pohcy of non-alignment based on oppos1t1on to 
1mpenallsm, oppos1t1on to war and support for peace, sup
port for all liberation struggles and fnendsh1p with socialist 
countnes. But for this our country would have shared the 
same fate as Pakistan or other countries which have aligned 
themselves with the USA. We have been able to hold on our 
own because of precious economic and defence help from 
the Soviet Umon and the Soc1ahst countries. The Indo
Sov1et Treaty of Fnendsh1p and Cooperation has been the 
biggest support for mdependence m foreign affairs 

The entire people of India must support and strengthen 
our policy of non-alignment The CPl{M) vigorously sup
ports the four decades old policy of non-alignment and calls 
for its strengthenmg Vigorous support from the people will 
remove the fear of vacillations and compromise by any 
government The people must make the foreign policy their 
special concern, support and strengthen 1t 
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This 1s all the more necessary because the reactionary 
communal forces m India like the BJP and RSS demgrate 
this policy and m the name of genume non-alignment Qe
manded a tilt towards U S 1mpenalists This 1s nothmg but 
undermmmg non-alignment and India's foreign policy The 
country must be warned agamst 1t While fightmg to defeat 
the Congress(!) the people must defeat all attempts to 
destab1hze our foreign pohcy 

The CPl(M) calls upon all patnotlc forces, all Left and 
secular Opposition parties to firmly support and strengthen 
the policy of non-alignment 

Congress(!) Manoeuvres Exposed 

The CPl(M) calls upon all patnot1c, democratic and pro
gressive forces to umte m the election struggle and give 
battle to the Congress(!). The Congress(!) though growmgly 
isolated from the people, has still a big base. It is desper
ately trymg to improve its pos1t1on by offenng new package 
of reforms 

In their electoral appeal the Congress(I) party and RaJIV 
Gandhi are laymg great stress on the Panchayat and Nagarpahka 
Bills and the two Rozgar YoJanas They present the two 
Biils as symbohzmg their desire to transfer power to the 
people, as a genume attempt for decentrahzatton of power 
an<I attack the oppos1t1on parties for defeatmg the Bills 

The CPI(M) and the Left parties stand for genume de
centralization and transfer of power to the local bodies In 
West Bengal, under the Left Front Mm1stry headed by the 
CPl(M), there is more decentrahzatlon of power accompa
nied by more democratic and acuve functtonmg of the 
panchayats This has been rendered possible because apart 
from the powers given to the panchayats, the mass of peas
ants and agncultural workers are m a pos1t1on to defeat the 
hold of the vested mterests over the panchayats. 

But the Panchayatt RaJ and Nagarpahka Bills of the 
Congress(!) are not genume measures to transfer more pow
ers to these bodies They are an attempt to estabhsh the 
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overlordsh1p of the Central Government over these mst1tu
t1ons makmg them helplessly dependent on the Central 
Government They are simultaneously an attempt to erode 
the powers of the State Governments, breakmg the lmks 
between them and the panchayats The mam purpose of the 
amendment was to appropnate for the Centre the powers of 
the States 

Besides, 1t 1s clear that by mere supply of funds, the 
panchayats can neither be run democratically nor effectl\>ely. 
There 1s no chance for real power to be exercised by ordi
nary members of the panchayat unless the gnp of the vested 
mterests over them, the dommat1on of the upper strata ts 
ehmmated But for this there 1s no poss1b1hty m the Congress(!) 
ruled States. 

The CPl(M) stands for reservation for women and Scheduled 
Castes and Tnbes and for spendmg larger amounts of the 
panchayat funds for the benefit of the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tnbes. It also 1s of the op1mon that many meas
ures for relief of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tnbes 
which have been announced m the past have not been im
plemented JUSt because of the gnp of vested mterests over 
the panchayats. Unless there are guarantees about the imple
mentation of all such leg1slat1on they become nothmg but a 
pious wish. Besides, the attack on the powers of the States 
and the overlordsh1p of the Centre means mcreased centrah
zat1on of power and not decentrahzat1on It 1s clear that 
under the gmse of Panchayatt RaJ, the Congress(!) seeks to 
concentrate more power at the Centre and undermme the 
federal structure 

The Congress(!) 1s also advert1smg the Jawahar Rozgar 
YoJana and Nehru Rozgar YoJana The unemployment prob
lem both m rural and urban areas has become extremely acute 
and every genome measure of relief 1s to be welcomed. But 
the Congress(!) and the RaJIV Government are makmg fantas
tic claims about the two YoJanas to mislead the electorate. 
The Jawahar Rozgar YoJana 1s advertised as prov1dmg at least 
100 days work for at least one member per family In reality, 
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1t can at best provide a few days work for a few people and 
nothmg else This also will be possible only if a greater part 
of the allotted money 1s not m1sappropnated According to 
RaJiV Gandhi himself out of every rupee sanctioned for the 
welfare of the people only 15 pa1se reach them And there is 
no reason to beheve that thmgs have matenally changed be
cause of the new YoJanas Besides, m every election year, the 
promise of one Job for a farruly 1s made and never fulfilled 
The Jawahar Rozgar YoJana 1s nothmg but a combmation of 
several earlier schemes and the claims made on behalf of the 
Nehru Rozgar YoJana are also exaggerated. 

The two YoJanas and other packages form the mam plank 
of the Congress(!) election propaganda. The Congress(I) propa
ganda is really a callous attempt to expl01t the urgent needs 
and the hopes of the suffenng millions for electoral purposes 

Vote for Left and Secular Forces 

To combat Congress(I) claims. 1t 1s necessary to umte all 
the Left and democratic and secular forces and all sections 
of the fighting masses. 

The CPI(M) considers that united stand and common 
understanding between the Left parties and the secular op
pos1t1on parties represented by the National Front and Janata 
Dai and 1solatmg all communal parties hke the BJP will 
ensure the defeat and the rout of the Congress(I) and at the 
same time protect national umty. 

This combination is the biggest and most powerful com
bmauon today It embraces the States of West Bengal and 
Kerala where Left-led mm1stnes headed by the CPl(M) lead 
the people. It embraces several States headed by non
Congress(I) Governments where the secular oppos1tlon par
ties lead the people and wide sections m other States. Its 
strength was seen m the August 30th Bandh when the entue 
country responded to the demand for Ra11v Gandhi's resig
nation Consohdatmg and strengthenmg this understanding, 
leading the people to victory against Congress(!) and de
feating the forces of nauonal d1smtegrat1on 1s the common 
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task of all The CPI(M) calls upon all sections of the peo
ple. irrespective of rehg1on and caste affihat1ons. to vote for 
the candidates of this comb1Dat1on and IDfhct a dec1s1ve 
defeat on the Congress(I). 

The CPI(M) places before the entire people the work of 
the two Left-led Governments headed by 1t as earnest of tts 
resolve to defend the common man and the umty of the 
country Despite the limitations of the exist1Dg Constitution 
and the hmned powers of the State Governments. the two 
Governments have done everyth1Dg possible to defend the 
common man and his nghts 

They have refused to use any extraord1Dary legislation 
hke Preventive Detention Act agamst those who oppose the 
Government. They have refused to use the pohce agamst the 
leg1t1mate struggles of the workmg class and the agranan 
masses and other to1hng sections. and have thrown the weight 
Qf their Governments on the side of the fightmg people In 
spite of several hm1tat1ons of resources. they have mtro
duced unemployment rehef. pension for agncultural work
ers and several other measures g1vmg rehef to the common 
man More land has been distnbuted ID West Bengal among 
peasants than anywhere else The atroc1t1es on weaker sec
t10ns ID the two States have been virtually ehm1Dated, the 
weaker sections be1Dg fully assured of protection by the 
State In both West Bengal and Kerala panchayats are fully 
active. function1Dg democratically and creat1Dg a new urge 
among peasent masses to collectively move forward Above 
all the two Governments backed by the masses have dec1-
s1vely mtervened to protect national umty and defeat the 
forces of communahsm and dtsumty Their actions dur1Dg 
the outbreak of communal conflict have completely assured 
the mmonty of safety and secunty and mcreased their 
confidence m the democratic mst1tut1ons. 

Strengthen CPl(M) and Left 

The CPI(M) calls upon the electorate to vote enthusiasti
cally for the candidates of the CPl(M) and Left parties who 
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have shown themselves as consistent defenders of the mter
ests of the masses agamst Congress(!) pohc1es and defend
ers of national umty agamst Congress(I) opportumsm The 
success of Left candidates and the mcreased strength of the 
CPl(M) and the Left m the new Lok Sabha constitute an 
essential element to strengthen the forces of national umty 
and shift the balance of forces m favour of the common 
people 

The CPl(M) calls upon all Left parties to strengthen Left 
umty which has played an important role m shapmg the 
trend of oppos1t1on politics The m1ttat1ve which the umted 
Left has taken on several issues of national importance, its 
persistent fight agamst compromise with the d1v1sive forces, 
its readmess to cooperate with all others on democratic is
sues and fight against corruption and above all its independent 
act1v1t1es among the fighting people have all served to direct 
the discontent agamst the Congress(!) mto a healthy demo
crauc channel It is absolutely essential for future progress 
that this umty is further strengthened m the course of the 
election struggle and the importance of the m1t1at1ve and 
contnbutton of the Left parties is clearly seen by the masses 

Programme of Demands 

Takmg mto consideration the cntical s1tuat1on facmg the 
country, the CPl(M) puts before the people the followmg 
programme of demands to be achieved so that the electoral 
struggle ends m the strengthenmg of the democratic forces, 
national umty and Justice to the suffenng masses. 

1. Defeat of the Congress(!) party and ouster of the Ra11v 
Government and m Its place the election of a government of 
people's choice, based on the support of secular Oppos1t1on 
parties and the Left parties 

2 Fight agamst the authontanan dnve of the Congress(!) 
Government, defence of democratic nghts and their expan
sion, withdrawal of all repressive leg1slallons hke NSA, ESMA 

3 Restructunng of Centre-State relations with more powers 
to the States. Support to the democratic and progressive 
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policies of the Left-led Governments and support to the 
progressive measures of non-Congress(!) Governments 

4 Reversal of the RaJiV Government's economic pohcy, 
fight for the mdependence of the economy, resistance to the 
US pressures and demands, fight agamst massacre of Jobs m 
the name of promoting advanced technology. 

5. Immediate nattonahzatton of Jute and cotton textile m
dustnes, immediate rehef to powerloom and handloom work
ers, take over and nattonahzatton of sick and closed concerns 
and introduction of workers' participation with equal status m 
management m all concerns to run the country's industnes 
efficiently Protective legislation for unorganized workers 

6 Urgent steps to check the growth of monopolres; check 
the growmg penetration of multmationals. 

7. Measures agamst high pnces, high taxation on the 
common people, for ~tate tradmg m foodgrams and for 
effective functionmg of the pubhc distribution system. 

8 Implementation of land reforms and distnbutton of 
land, correction of land records; enactment of comprehen
sive Central legislation to protect the nghts of agncultural 
workers m relation to wages, hvmg conditions and social 
benefits, cancellation of debts of the impovenshed rural masses, 
remunerative pnces for the peasants' produce; adequate 1r
ngatton facihttes and implementation of the irrigation projects 
awaiting the assent of the Central Government. 

9 Urgent measures to promote employment m the urban 
and rural areas, provision for statutory legislation to provide 
unemployment benefit to the unemployed, nght to work to 
be embodied m the Constitution as a fundamental nght; one 
rank, one pension for ex-servicemen, upgradmg pensions of 
all categones m consonance with the cost of hvmg. 

10. Defence of national umty agamst secessiomsts, com
munal and divisive forces by mobihzmg the people agamst 
attempts at destabihzation by external agencies; appeal to 
all to stop agitation on the Bahri MasJid-RamJanmabhoom1 
issue and accept the verdict of the court; actively fight those 
who rouse communal passions on this issue. 



158 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

11 Defence of all mmonty nghts and implementation of 
provisions m the Constitution Demand full protection to 
the mmonty durmg nots 

12. Fight agamst atrocities and cnmes agamst women 
End of feudal disabilities, the implementation of legal and 
Constitutional nghts guaranteed under the Constitution, end 
of discnmmation m pay, recruitment and promotion, ex
panded employment opportumties and proper workmg con
ditions for all sections of workmg women, provlSlon of social 
security for women agricultural workers and women m un
orgamzed industry, equal nght of women to property and 
other nghts, reservation for women in panchayats and local 
bodies 

13. Fight against atrocities on Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tnbes, disbandment of armed Senas of the land
lords and guarantee for adequate protection. Protection of 
tnbal lands, cultures and languages, Autonomy for compact, 
continuous and tnbal maJonty areas m States where necessary 

14. Umversal primary education and eradication of dht
eracy; for free education upto secondary level, fight agamst 
the elitist and anti-people essence of the new education pohcy 
of RaJiv Gandhi. 

15. Housmg to be accorded the status of a basic nght for 
all citizens. Housing schemes for the urban and rural poor 
must be an urgent priority. Drinking water to all villages 
has to be ensured. 

16. Defence of non-alignment, world peace, support to 
the people of neighbouring countries for democratic nghts, 

~ 
fnendship with socialist and non-aligned countries. 



CPI(M) on Lok Sabha Elections-1989* 
Statement dated October 17, 1989, issued by 
E.M.S. Namboodiripad, General Secretary of CPl(M) 

Shn RaJiV Gandhi has decided to hold the elections all of 
a sudden m the hope of takmg the Opposition by surpnse. 
Such a manoeuvre will not fool any one 

We welcome these elections as the people of India are 
gomg to give him a befittmg reply m the forthcommg polls 
by decisively reJectmg the Congress(!). 

*Published ID 'PEoPLs' S DEMOCRACY', New Deihl, October 29, 1989 



[ill 
Exchange of Letters between CPI(M) 
and PUWP* 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) had sent the following 
letter of greetings to the Polish United Workers' Party on 
September 19, 1989. The Party's reply to the CPJ(M) dated 
October 12, 1989 is given below : 

The Commumst Party of India (Marxist) conveys its fra
ternal greetmgs to the Pohsh Commumsts wfl?• at the mo
ment, are passmg through a difficult stage 

The CPl(M) expresses its concern at the recent develop
ments that are takmg place m Poland The PUWP has been 
facmg many difficulties and has been tak.mg measures to 
overcome these The results of the recent elections have 
surprised us Information reachmg us, revealing the role of 
US 1mperiahsm and the CIA m fundmg the election cam
paign of those opposmg the PUWP, create concern amongst 
us We are aware that the Pohsh Commumsts, havmg iden
tified the mistakes of the past, are tak.mg corrective meas
ures These corrections can be successfully earned out only 
on the basis of firm adherence to Socialism and protecting 
the class character of the State, withm the framework of 
Marxism-Lemmsm and proletanan mternattonahsm and under 
the leadership of the Commumst Party. Our concern at the 
developments withm Poland emanate from the undt.1 md
mg which brings together all Commumsts and mternat~n
ahsts m defence of Sociahsm and for the advance of·\.. '~ 
struggle for peace, democracy and Sociahsm. Any movement 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November S, 1989 
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away from Socialism in the world 1s a matter of deep con
cern to all Commumsts 

In the current international s1tuat1on, the strength and 
umty of the Warsaw Pact alliance 1s a major factor advanc
ing the people's struggle for peace, democracy and Soc1al-
1sm not only in Europe but worldwide We are sure that the 
Polish Commumsts will spare no efforts to ensure that the 
umty of the Warsaw alliance 1s not undermined, particularly 
when NATO continues with Its manoeuvres 

Respecting the fraternal relations between our Parties we 
wish to convey to you, and through you to all Pohsh Com
mumsts, our fraternal Commumst sohdanty at this crucial 
penod in the history of Poland We are conf 1dent that the 
Pohsh Coinmumsts will leave no stone unturned for the 
defence of Soc1ahsm ID Poland and for further advance of 
Soc1ahi,t development. 

PUWP Reply to CPl(M) 

We have thoroughly studied your letter of September 19 ID 
which you express your anxiety over the fate of the Pohsh 
Umted Workers' Party. Soc1ahsm ID Poland and the possible 
1mphcat1ons of the development of events in Poland for the 
1Dterests of the Soc1ahst commumty of nahons, the cause of 
peace and Soc1ahsm ID the world. 

Understandmg your SIDcere mtent1ons and concern for 
the pos1t1on of Soc1ahsm m Poland we would hke to pre~ent 
to you the stance of our Party on this issue. 

As you know, the hitherto arrangement of pohllcal forces 
m Poland has undergone a basic change m the wake of the 
June elections to the National Assembly. The forces whu..h 
were till then m oppos1t1on to the PUWP acquired a me1m
mgfo' pos1t1on m the National Assembly and the poss1b1hty 
of .ehmg considerable mfluence on the course of hf o m 
tbo- country The stance of the PUWP concern mg the current 
f)oht1cal s1tuat1on m Poland and the appointment of the new 
Government has been contamed m the Resolution of the 
14th PUWP C.C. Plenum which among other thmgs, mcludes 
Vol XXIIl-11 
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the followmg statement "Only a government which enjoys 
the widest possible confidence and social support with the 
part1c1pat1on of representatives of all the political forces 
represented m the SeJm of the Pohsh People's Republic, 
will be able to lead Poland out of the cnsis by way of 
evolutionary transformations and consistent reforms " 

Determmmg its current political hoe, our Party is gmded 
by the supreme mterests of the State and the nation taking 
the existmg reahties as a foundation 

We are convIDced that m concrete Pohsh conditions this 
is the only correct hoe which has no alternative 

We would hke to assure you that we are not losmg from 
sight the general interests of Socialism as a social forma
tion 

The disadvantages for our Party, change ID the arrange
ment of forces ID the wake of the June elections m Poland 
produced the necessity of our acceptmg a coahtion Govern
ment m which we are takmg part but m which we do not 
play a leadmg role This Government created by all the 
forces represented m Parhament does not, however, mean 
that the PUWP has resigned from its mfluence on shapmg 
the pohcy of the State correspondmg to the mterests of 
Soc1ahsm and our nation This goal is served by the pos1-
t10n of the PUWP representatives headmg the Mm1stry of 
Defence and the Mimstry of Internal Aff a1rs as well as the 
pohtical platform agreed upon between the coahtion part
ners m the new Government. 

The office of the President with his broad Const1tut1onal 
prerogatives is a guarantee of the contmmty of the Pohsh 
pohtical system and the evolutionary character of Sociahst 
transformations. 

We would hke to assure you that the Pohsh Commu
msts-members of the PUWP-we as the case has been so 
far, spare no effort to consolidate albed lmks between mem 
her-States of the Warsaw Treaty We have given an unam 
b1guous expression to this m the stance of the 14th PUWP CC 
plenum statmg that . "Poland must remam an economically 
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and militarily trustworthy link of the CMEA and the Warsaw 
Treaty. Our participation in the Warsaw Treaty has for several 
decades been a guarantee of national security." 

In its public declarations the new coalition Government 
stands on the groundwork of Poland's membership in the 
Warsaw Treaty and keeping its obligations guided. by politi
cal realism and the Polish raison d'etre. 

We would like to inform you that the l 5th PUWP 
C.C.plenum which ended on October 3, adopted the stand 
of the Party on its main ta~ks in the period preceeding the 
I Ith PUWP Congress to be held on January 27, 1990. The 
stand of the PUWP C.C. was based on the results of the 
opinion poll carried out among all Party members. An over
whelming majority of them spoke in favour of thorough 
changes within the PUWP in the direction of a new party
a representative of the Polish Socialist Left wing. Being the . 
driving force of the broad Left wing front in Poland, this 
Party effectively representing and protecting the interests of 
the working people and gaining sociaf confidence and sup
pqrt, will have a chance to oppose the right wing forces in 
its struggle to consolidate the position of Socialism, peace 
and progress in the world. 

We express the conviction that this information will allow 
you and the members of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) to have a better insight into our situation and that 
it wiH contribute to our better understanding and further 
consolidation of links of solidarity and friendship. 



[TI] 
Jamait-e-Islami Attacked CPI(M) 
Office in Kashmir* 
Polit Bureau statement condemning the development 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the at
tack on the CPl(M) Party office on November 11, 1989, by 
Jamait-e-Islami followers m Kulgam m Kashmir. The at
tackers burnt the Party office records and office furmture 
They threatened to set fire to the entire bu1ldmg m which 
the office was located, but did not proceed with the threat 
on an assurance from the owner that he would ask the CPI(M) 
to shift its office elsewhere. That was perhaps the main 
objective of the Jama1t-e-Islam1 followers 

The entire process of ransackmg the office and bummg 
of office records and furniture was gomg on m the presence 
of the pohce who stood as mute spectators to the vandabsm 
and assault on democratic nghts 

The followers of the same organization made an attempt 
to attack the house of Mohd Yusuf, State Party Secretary, at 
Tangam m Anantnag. The Poht Bureau urges the Farooq 
Government to take effective steps to check these intimidatory 
attacks and ensure the free functlomng of pohttcal parties 
commltted to democracy and national umty. 

The Poht Bureau draws the attention of all democratic 
forces and parties to the emboldened and mtensified actions 
of anti-national forces m Kashm1r who, through theu vio
lent and terronst actions, are determmed to stifle the voice 
of the democratic forces m the State. 

Some of these forces, it is known, are supported from 
*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 19. 1989 
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abroad by US 1mpenahsts and other agencies, and are car
rymg on a terronst secess1omst agitation m Kashmir The 
Government of India has failed to check them. On the other 
hand, its opportumst policies pursued from ttme to time 
have encouraged their growth. 

The Poht Bureau warns the people that unless these forces 
and the policies pursued by the Central Government are 
combatted umtedly and determmedly by all democratic forces 
m the country, they will succeed m overwhelming the pro
gressive forces m the State. 



Congress(!) Capitulation to VHP* 
Polit Bureau condemned it by issuing statement 
to Press 

By permittmg the Shilanyas ceremony at Ayodhya to be 
held on the disputed property, the Congress(!) has abjectly 
surrendered to the Vishwa Hmdu Panshad Mahant 
Avaidyanath, chief of the Ram Janmabhoomi Mukti YaJna 
Samitl, had m fact confirmed that the Government had m
deed capitulated m the face of the VHP's pressure tactics. 
While the entire secular opmion m the country and the Left 
parties are awaitmg the declSlon of the Allahabad High Court 
and appeahng to both sides to accept this verdict, such a 
permission by the Government only makes a mockery of the 
impendmg Court judgement 

It is abundantly clear that electoral opportumsm has once 
agam seized the Congress(!) and it is believed that the rul
mg party had struck a deal with the VHP m exchange for 
support dunng the election campaign 

It is grattfymg to note that the foundation stone-laymg 
ceremony passed off without much communal v10lence But 
by permittmg this ceremony on the disputed land, the Gov
ernment has sown the seeds for a deeper divide between the 
two commumtles The Mushm mmonty commumty is bound 
to feel greater msecunty and a sence of mJusttce 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M), while strongly con
demmng the capitulation of the Congress(!) and its electoral 
opportumsm, appeals to the people of the country to mam
tam restramt and strengthen the struggle for communal amity 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 19, 1989 



Condolence Message on the Demise of 
Comrade Dolores lbarruri* 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) sent the following 
telegram to the Communist Party of Spam on the demise of 
Comrade Dolores Jbarruri (President of the Party) 

"Profoundly gneved at death of Comrade Dolores Ibarrun 
Her hfe exemphfied the fight agamst Fascism, for democ
racy and Socialism She was a legendary figure A source of 
mspiratlon to the Commumst Movement. The Commumst 
Party of India (Marxist) Central Committee salutes this cou
rageous and mdomitable Commumst Our heartfelt condo
lences to Commumst Party of Spam and her family" 

~Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 19, 1989 
Refer Document under Append1x(111) of this Volume covermg the de
tatls of hfe and work of Comrade Dolores Ibarrun, well known throughout 
the world as "LA PASSIONARIA" 



Condolence on Comrade 
Mohan Singh Jandiala* 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of Ind1a(Marx1st) 
mourns the passmg away of Comrade Mohan Smgh Jand1ala, 
member of the State Secretariat of the Punjab State 
Committee of the CPl(M) and President of the State K1san 
Sabha. Comrade Jand1ala died suddenly of heart attack on 
November 17 whtle addressmg an election meetmg m Sangrur 
He was 76 years old 

Comrade Jand1ala led an exemplary hfe of a dedicated 
Commumst. He jomed the Commumst movement in 1939 
and made a valuable contnbutton to buddmg the Commu
mst Party m the State. He worked tirelessly to organize the 
peasant movement m the anti-feudal struggles and spent four 
years underground from 1948 to 1952 

At the time of the spht in the und1v1ded Party he stood 
with those who adhered to Marx1sm-Lemmsm. Comrade 
J and1ala made an immense contnbut1on to the Commumst 
and Left movement m Punjab through five decades of work 
for the workmg class and the peasantry. 

The Poht Bureau dips the red banner m his memory and 
conveys its heartfelt condolences to his family members. 

*Publtshed ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 26, 1989 



Greetings to Romanian Communist 
Party Congress Sent by the Central 
Committee of the CPl(M)* 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) conveys its fraternal revolutionary greet1Dgs to the 
Fourteenth Congress of the Commumst Party of Romama to 
its leadership and all delegates present here 

This Congress 1s be1Dg held ID the year marklDg the 45th 
anmversary of Romama's liberation The people of Romama 
under the leadership of the Romaman Commumst Party have 
successfully earned out the Soc1ahst revolution emerglDg 
v1ctonous ID the ant1-fasc1st, ant1-1mpenallst national lib
eration struggle Dunng these years, the Romanian Commu
mst Party has unleashed a process of overall ml1 lt1-faceted 
development of Romaman society, transforming a backward 
agncultural economy 1Dto a modern 1Ddustnal nation. Dur-
1Dg these years the stndes taken by Socialist Romama, 1D
creas1Dg its 1Ddustnal output by 135 times, the 1Dcreases ID 

the standards of llv1Dg which has been ensured by the steady 
progress m the national 1Dcome of six to seven per cent 
du1Dg recent years, has proved the validity of Socialism as 
a supenor soc10-ecomom1c system. 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) 1s confident that 
the changes 1mt1ated s1Dce the N1Dth Congress of the Romanian 
Commumst Party which have yielded excellent results will 
be improved upon dunng deliberations of the Fourteenth 
Congress and the march towards 1mprov1Dg the Socialist 
economy and people's livelihood will be further strengthened 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE' s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 26, 1989 
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This Fourteenth Party Congress is bemg held m the back
ground of far-reaching mternattonal developments The world 
forces of peace, democracy and Sociahsm continue to ad
vance The recent in1llatives of the USSR supported by the 
growing strength of the forces of peace the world over and 
other socialist countries continue to mount pressure on U S 
1mpenahsm, thus strengthening the struggle for world peace 
and agamst 1mpenahst designs to plunge the world mto a 
nuclear holocaust 

Further this Fourteenth Congress is meetmg m the back
ground of far-reaching developments taking place m the 
Socialist countnes While m the field of disarmament, spe
cifically m the field of nuclear disarmament, 1mpenahsm is 
being pushed on the defensive, U.S 1mpenahsm, leadmg 
the forces of world reaction 1s attempting with renewed vig
our to turn back the clock of history and subvert humamty's 
progress towards Soc1ahsm lmpenahsm's blatant mterven
t10n m the mtemal affairs of a number of Sociahst countnes 
has come mto sharp focus m recent months. The CPl(M) is 
of the considered opm1on that the world-wide struggle agamst 
1mpenahsm and for Soc1ahsm will have to be strengthened 
It 1s only through such a struggle that forces of peace de
mocracy and Soc1ahsm can further advance. 

The tremendous development of productive forces and 
the improvement of production and social relations m the 
Soc1ahst countnes w1thm the short span of four decades 
smce the tnumph over fascism, have brought about the need 
for certam pohtical and economic reforms. This process bemg 
undertaken m many Soc1ahst countnes is, we are of the 
view, a reflection of this reahty This process which should 
aim at further strengthenmg and consohdatmg Sociahsm must 
be based on the revolutionary foundations of Marxism-Len
mism, the leadership of the Soc1ahst State by the Commu
nist Party, and firm commitment to proletanan mternauon
ahsm 

Any digression wlll only provide gnst to the mill of 
1mpenahst designs and Its attempt to subvert humanity's 
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march to Socialism m general, and Socialist countnes m 
particular 

We are confident that the deliberations of your Congress 
will further strengthen the bonds of proletarian mtemat10n
alism that bmd us all together m the world-wide struggle 
agamst 1mpenalism and further advance of the forces of 
peace, democracy and Socialism 

Comrades, 
As this Fourteenth Congress 1s meet1Dg ID Bucharest; a 

very important political event 1s takmg place ID our country 
The Indian people dur1Dg these days will elect a new Par
liament for the commg years These elect10ns constitute an 
important landmark for the future of our country The bank
rupt path of cap1tahst development adopted by the Indian 
rulmg classes smce our Independence from Bntlsh rule, has 
heaped untold m1senes on our peoples The past five years 
have seen a further mtens1ficat1on of contradiction m India, 
worsenmg the economic cond1t10ns of the vast maJonty of 
the Indian people and threatenmg the very social fabnc that 
umtes vanous nationalities and ethmc groups that constitute 
India The consequent discontent amongst the people 1s sought 
to be exploited by the forces of IDtemal reaction Their at
tempt to dismember India comes m the background of ID
tense U S 1mpenalist machmations to balkamse India The 
maJor task before the Indian people 1s to politically defeat 
the rulmg Congress(!) and its policies which has led the 
country to such a sorry pass, and simultaneously isolate the 
mtemal forces of reaction The CPI(M) alongw1th the other 
Left democratic and secular forces m India 1s today m the 
midst of such a battle. 

Comrades, 
As partners ID the world-wide struggle aga1Dst 1mpenal-

1sm, for world peace and the struggle for the social transfor
mation m countnes hke ours we are confident that the de
hberat1ons of your Congress will further strengthen this 
process 
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Wishing the deltberattons of the Fourteenth Congress of 
the Communist Party of Romania all success 

With fraternal Communist greetings, 

Central Committee 
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 



Mandate Against Congress(I) 
in 1989 Lok Sabha Elections* 
Statement dated November 27, 1989, issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
congratulates the electorate of the country for w1thdrawmg 
its mandate from the Congress(!) and reducmg 1t to a m1-
nonty m the elections, notwtthstandmg attempts at massive 
nggmg and unprecedented violence leadmg to a hundred 
deaths. The Poht Bureau had already protested agamst the 
nggmg and violence in Tnpura and Ametht. The electorate's 
verdict, however, is not umform with the Congress(!) stag
mg a spectacular come-back m the South especially m Andhra 
Pradesh and Kamataka. But the people of the country by 
their verdict have rejected the anti-people pohc1es of the 
Congress(!) and Justified their country-wide protest agamst 
the RaJIV rule culmmatmg m the Bharat Bandh on August 
30 this year 

The CPI(M) congratulates the mmonty masses for their 
steady support to Left and secular candidates despite at
tempts at mtim1dat1on. The CPl(M) congratulates the elec
torate of West Bengal and Left parties for their outstanding 
success m routmg the Congress(!) and reducmg 1t to a very 
small mmonty. Notw1thstandmg certam reverses, the Left 
parties will have increased representation m the Lok Sabha 
and will be in a position to throw their weight on the side 
of seculansm, national umty and the mterests of the com
mon man. It is a matter of regret that the entire ant1-Congress(I) 

*Published m 'PEoPui's DEMOCRACY', New Dclh1, December 3, 1989 
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vote has not been ralhed around secular parties which is 
hkely to create d1fficult1es while carrymg out the mandate 
of the people 

The CPl(M) congratulates the Janata Dai for its success 
and 1s confident that as the leadmg force of the Oppos1t1on, 
it will nse to carry out the respons1b1ht1es which the elec
torate has placed on its shoulders, respons1b1ht1es to defend 
seculansm, national umty and mterests of the common man 

We trust that the President of India will take such steps 
which will be m consonance with the wishes of the people's 
verdict 



Polit Bureau Indicts Rigging in 
Tripura, Amethi* 

Statement issued to Press on November 23, 1989 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly deplores the re
fusal of the Election Commission to mtervene yesterday 
(November 22) to order suspens10n of the pollmg process m 
the Tnpura West parliamentary constituency 

By 11 00 am, the Poht Bureau had mformed the Com
miss10n of the senous situation that had developed m Tnpura 
West constituency Altogether 318 pollmg booths were for
cibly captured The CPl(M) polling agents were dnven out 
from the polhng booths In some booths, CPI(M) polling 
agents were badly beaten up Voters were forcibly dnven 
out after bemg assaulted In most of the pollmg booths 
Congress(!) miscreants stamped on the ballot papers snatch
mg them from the polling staff Three CPl(M) voters stand
mg m the queue at Puratmah RaJnagar pollmg booth were 
killed m a bomb attack In most cases Presidmg Officers 
refused to accept wmplamts from the CPl(M) pollmg agents 
Booth-capturing has taken place m Tnpura East constitu
ency also 

The whole election machmery was commandeered under 
the mstructions of Santosh Mohan Deb the Congress(!) 
candidate and the Chief Mmister Sudhir RanJan Mazumdar, 
to undertake this subvers10n of the elections It 1s shockmg 
that the State's Chief Election Officer has refused to take 
cogmsance of this murder of democracy 

*PJbhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, December 3, 1989 
This relates to 1989 Lok Sabha elections 
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The Elecllon Commission will be responsible for grave 
derehcuon of duty tf 1t does not ovemde the State authon
ttes and cancel the elections m Tnpura West constituency 
and order repoll m affected booths m Tnpura East constitu
ency. The CPl(M) m Tnpura has decided to boycott the 
countmg m the Tnpura West constituency m protest 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) while strongly condemnmg 
this outrageous attack m Tnpura appeals to all poht1cal parties 
and organ1zallons to strongly protest agam!lt the Congress(l)'s 
shameless nggmg of the elections m the State. 

Repoll in Amethi 

The Poht Bureau condemns the mc1dents of booth captunng 
by the Congress(!) m certam segments of Ameth1 constltu· 
ency That such mc1dents took place m the Pnme Mm1ster's 
constituency, shows the extent to which the Congress(!) 
will go m tramplmg on parliamentary democracy. The Poht 
Bureau supports the demand for a repoll m Ameth1 conslltu· 
ency It 1s extremely unfortunate that the Election Commis
sion has not yet acceded to the demand for a fresh poll m 
Ameth1. 



Concerted Attacks on CPl(M) in 
Jammu & Kashmir* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued protest statement 
dated December 5, 1989, to Press 

The Polit Bureau expresses its serious concern at the dete
riorating situation in the Kashmir Valley where extremist 
elements are having a free run to terrorize political parties 
and those who stand for national unity. The CPl(M) unit in 
Jammu and Kashmir is being specially targetted by these 
separatist forces. In the last one month a number of attacks 
have taken place against the party's cadres. On November 11, 
the Party office at Kulgam was attacked in the presence of 
the police. The culprits have not been apprehended despite a 
case being lodged. On November 17, armed persons searched 
for the State Party Secretary Mohammed Yusuf at his resi
dence in village Tarigam and later searched the house of 
another Party worker at Bogam. On November 25, a bomb 

·blast took place in a CPl(M) member's house in Bogam. 
· Many party activists have received threatening letters from 
the extremists. 

Finally, on December 4, it is reported in the Press, that 
a bomb blast damaged the Party office at Srinagar. The Polit 
Bureau strongly condemns these attacks on the CPl(M) in 
Kashmir. This state of affairs shows that the administration 
is failing to cope with the challenge of the separatists. The 
Polit Bureau demands that the Farooq Government immedi· 
ately gear up the administration to provide security for political 
workers and to apprehend the culprits who with impunity 
commit violence and terrorize the people. 

*Published in 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, December 10, 1989. 
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Central Committee Communique* 
Issued following its meeting held in New Delhi on 
December 5-7, 1989 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Manust) met m New Delhi from December 5 to 7, 1989 to 
review the election results and the post-election develop
ments. 

National Front Government Welcomed 
The Central Committee greeted the people of India on their 
success m defeatmg the Congress(!). It welcomed the for
mation of the National Front Government led by Shn VP. 
Smgh and expressed confidence that it would succeed lD 

dischargmg the onerous respons1b1ht1es placed upon it by 
the electorate. The C.C. adopted the report presented by the 
Poht Bureau and endorsed the Poht Bureau's dec1s1on to 
support the National Front Government 

People's Victory Despite Violence And Rigging 
The Nmth General Elections, the C.C. noted, were held ID 

the midst of unprecedented violence and massive attempts 
at nggmg by the rulmg party The Election Comm1ss1on had 
to order repolhng m a number of segments of the Ametht 
constituency from where RaJtV Gandhi was fightmg The 
Commtss1on was also compelled to order repolhng m hundreds 
of other pollmg booths m many States. In Tnpura there was 
wholesale nggmg m the West Tnpura parhamentary 

*Published m 'PEoPLB's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, December 10, 1989 
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constituency, accompamed by massive terror, beatmg of polhng 
agents and bomb attacks In the East Tnpura constituency 
also the same tactics and terror were utilized makmg the 
Tnpura elections a complete farce. 

It was no wonder therefore, that more than a hundred people 
lost theu hves durmg the pre-election and polhng day clashes. 
But the Congress(I) failed to secure a favourable verdict The 
C C congratulates the electorate for votmg the Congress(I) 
out of power and oustmg the discredited RaJIV regime. 

Assertion Of Secular Outlook 
The C C considers the defeat of the Congress(I) a tnbute to 
the secular and democratic outlook of the Indian people, for 
no previous election was so dommated by the communal 
issue as the Nmth General Elections. Never before ID any 
election was there such a concerted attempt to divert the 
attention of the electorate to a provocative communal issue, 
to avoid a straight verdict on the question of national umty, 
democratic nghts of the people and the anti-national eco
nomic pohc1es of the ruhng party 

Both the communal forces and the Congress (I) by their 
d1ff erent tactics comb1Ded to project the RamJanmabhoomi/ 
Bahn MasJ1d issue before the electorate. They did every
thmg to foul the atmosphere; several nots and klllmgs took 
place ID Congress(I)-ruled States culmmatmg ID the mass 
klllmgs ID Bhagalpur But by and large the electorate foiled 
this double game. While defeatmg the Congress(I), 1t put 
mto power the Janata Dal and the National Front which m 
opposmg the anti-people pohc1es of the the Congress(I), 
also took a correct stand on the RamJanmabhoom1/Babn 
MasJ1d issue and earned the confidence of both the maJonty 
and the m1Donty commumt1es 

This success of the secular outlook, worked for by the Left 
parties, constitutes an important achievement of the country's 
electorate. Without this firm stand of the electorate, the vic
tory of the Janata Dai m the two sens1t1ves States of U P and 
B1har would not have been possible In both these States, 
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wherever the communal forces and parties clashed with the 
Janata Dal, they were defeated along with the Congress(I). 
The big victory of the Janata Dai m the U P parhamentary 
elections and the absolute maJonty it has secured in the U P 
Assembly elections are testimony to the basic national and 
democratic outlook of the large masses of our country. 

The C C at the same ttme felt that verdict of the elec
torate should have been a dec1S1ve verdict cons1denng the 
1mm1sensatton imposed by the Congress(I) pohc1es and the 
great danger of d1smtegratton. It was necessary to have a 
dec1s1ve verdict of maJonty for the secular parties and forces 
that were heading the struggle against the Congress(I). In
stead there 1s a hung Parliament with no party winnmg such 
a decisive maJonty The Congress(!) is sttll the biggest sm· 
gle party due to its big success m the south. This has cre
ated a delicate balance of power both m the parhament and 
outside, which needs to be watched and changed m favour 
of the democratic and secular forces. 

The BJP Factor 

The C C. notes with concern the mcreased strength of the 
BJP which projected the RamJanmabhoomt/Babn MasJid is
sue dunng the elections and supported the stand of the VHP 
The latter has refused to accept the verdict of the court and 
even now demands that the temple should be built on the 
disputed site This must inevitably mean demohuon of the 
mosque. This hne of thought 1s blmd communahsm and the 
sooner It loses whatever support it receives today, the better 
for India and her people. 

The C.C. at the same time feels that the victory of the 
BJP in Madhya Pradesh and number of States, notw1th· 
standing the communal issue projected by the BJP, is due to 
the massive anti-Congress(!) discontent among the masses. 

Decisive Victory in West Bengal 

The C C. warmly greets the West Bengal electorate and CPl(M) 
Party leaders and cadres and all the Left parties and their cad-
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res on thetr dec1S1ve victory. The 1Dcreased strength of the Left 
ID Parhament follow1Dg the sweepmg victory m West Bengal, 
together with the many seats won by the CPl(M) and CPI ID 

other States, enables the Left Parties to play a more effective 
role ID Parhament and ID determ1D1Dg the nation's pobc1es. 

Kerala 
The C C. notes that the unexpected results ID Kerala were 
due to the strong mob1hsat1on of the communal and caste 
forces aga1Dst the LDF. The 1987 marglD between the two 
comb1Des of LDF and UDF was very small Nearly 10 per
cent of the total votes cast then, had gone to parties or groups 
outside the two comb1Dat1ons. This time a big part of 1t, 
1Dlcudmg a section of the BJP vote, was mob1hsed and con
sohdated by the communal agencies for the UDF, resultmg in 
1Dcreas1Dg the latter's percentage of votes from 44.36 m 1987, 
to more than 49.5 m this elect10ns. Also the fear was spread 
among the nunonttes that an antt-Congress(I) vote would be, 
a vote for a Government at the Centre with the BJP. 

The s1tuat1on ID Kerala underhnes the urgent necessity of 
wmn1Dg over sections beyond the committted mass of the 
LDF, and break through the bamers of the communal and 
caste combmattons. 

Shift In Minority And Scheduled Caste Vote 

A s1gmficant element m the Oppos1t1on's success, especially 
ID U.P. and B1har, was the sh1ftmg away of the mmonty 
commumty from the Congress(!). The opportumst and dubi
ous stand of the Congress on the RamJanmabhoomt/Babn 
Masjtd issue, its refusal to stand by the court verdict and 
unpnnc1pled support to the Shtlanyas ceremony, alienated 
the Mushm mlDonty which hitherto, ID spite of several ID

stance, of nunonty massacres, were the steady supporters of 
the Congress(I). The shift, tf it contmues to develop 
on democratic issues, will contnbute immensely to the strength
en1Dg of the democratic movement and fac1htate the task 
of protect1Dg nat10nal umty. 
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Another development which ensured the defeat of the 
Congress(I) was the growmg ahenat1on of the scheduled 
tnbe and' scheduled caste mass from the rulmg party In U P 
and some other State the emergence of the BSP as a sepa
rate force has taken away the traditional votes of the 
Congress(I) and contnbuted to its virtual rout m some of 
the States The separation of this force with its m1lhons of 
voters, from the Congress(I), 1s eloquent testimony to the 
fact that reservation of jobs for scheduled castes and sched
uled tnbes by itself no longer ties these sections to the 
apron strmgs of the Congress(I). These developments open 
the way to bnngmg this exploited agranan mass mto the 
common democratic and class movement. 

Punjab And Jammu And Kashmir 

The Central Committee notes with gave concern the elec
tion results in Punjab and Jammu and Kashmu In the latter 
State there was virtually no election, so widespread was the 
terror organised by anti-national secess1omst elements. Even 
the official agencies do not boast of more than five per cent 
votmg m the Kashmu Valley But this also was an exaggera
tion Empty pollmg booths, absence of pollmg agents, and 
absence of voters marked the election ID the Kashmir Valley 

In Punjab, ten out of the 13 seats have been secured by 
candidates supported by the Akah sections lIDked to the 
extremists. In Punjab also the election results were to a 
great extent dommated by a general atmosphere of terror, 
and also by the total sense of alienation from the Congress(I) 
dommatmg large sections of the people. 

Reverses In the South 

But for the w1de-rangmg success of the Congress(!) in the 
southern States, the victory of the democratic forces would 
have been complete and decisive. It is clear that with the 
alliance of the Congress(!) with the AIADMK ID Tamtl Nadu 
the results were bound to go m favour of this combmat1on 
because of its electoral strength. The Ram1anmabhoonu/Babn 
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MasJtd issue had no relevance here There was besides an 
mtense desire m the mmds of the AIADMK mass which 
formed the bulk of the electorate to avenge its defeat m the 
Assembly electtons Even then the total sweep was unex
pected and must be attnbuted to a certam alienation of the 
people dunng the last few months of the DMK rule. The 
oppressive economic cond1t1ons and followmg 1t, the ex
treme sens1t1veness of the Indian electorate, are factors which 
are often 1g11ored by a party newly commg to occupy mm-
1stenal power 

The Central Committee noted that m Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka, two big and important contmgents of the Na
ttonal Front were defeated both m the Parliamentary and 
Assembly electtons D1ss1dents ms1de the party, arbitrary 
and undemocrattc behaviour of leaders and neglect of the 
urgent problems, all seem to have resulted m g1vmg a fresh 
lease to the Congress(!) when it was bemg routed m the 
north. The two Government were funcllonmg m conditions 
of imposed distress due to the cnttcal cond1ttons of the 
Indian economy followmg the ant1-nat1onal pohc1es of the 
Congress(!). But the urgency of the s1tuat1on and the need 
of constantly remforcmg mass confidence, as was done m 
West Bengal, were not seen. 

The mstallat1on of the National Front Government de
spite some of these reverses is considered by the common 
people as a great victory, as a trust handed over to the 
former Oppos1t1on parties. And 1t 1s the common duty of all 
to convert the hung Parliament mto a big democrattc victory 
of the people with larger and larger secuons rallymg around 
the Government on the basis of 1ts performance and its pohc1es. 

Immediate Tasks Before The Government 
It is necessary that all controversial issues especially the 
RamJanmabhoomt/Babn Mas11d issue, Punjab and Jammu 
and Kashmu problems are tackled by evolvmg a consensus. 
The National Front Government should come out with 
some rehef measures for the masses which wdl stnke their 
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imagmatton and divert their, attention from communal is
sues. Successful tacklmg of the high pnces issue will go a 
long way m estabhshmg the prestige of the National Front 
Government and strengthemng the secular forces 

Besides, improvement m the pubhc d1stnbutton system 
with the parttc1ptton of mass orgamsattons, puttmg a stop to 
pohce atrocities m villages, and efficient functtonmg of the 
panchayats after new m1ttattves, will contnbute greatly to 
strengthenmg the image of the Government. A few stnkmg 
steps to mcrease the confidence of the maJonty masses without 
any concession to reactionary or fundamentahst demands, 
will serve to bnng this mass nearer to the secular and demo
cratic parties. 

Further measures required are· steps to eradicate corrup-
" tton; restructunng of Centre-State relations; implementation 

of the Sarkana Commission recommendations and forma
llon of the Inter-State Council; strengthenmg democratic and 
independent mslltuuons hke Parhament, the Judiciary, the 
CAG and Election Commission; extension of democratic 
rights and democrauc control over official mass media. 

The Central Committee welcomes the assurance given 
by Pnme Mm1ster VP. Smgh m his radio address to the 
nation, and m his subsequent statements. In particular it 
notes the new Government's decision to solve the vital and 
delicate quesllon of national umty on the basis of evolvmg 
a consensus. The Central Committee especially welcomes 
V.P. Smgh's statement that "Our Government will seek to 
solve the Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir problem and the 
Ram1anmabhoomt/Babn MasJtd issue through a consensus 
and reconcihat1on, and the Opposition would be openly 
taken into confidence". 

The Central Committee appreciates the Pnme Mmister's 
assurance that the mmonties would live without fear, and be 
treated as equal partners in the country's progress. This is 
perhaps for the first bme, after many years, that the mmont1es 
are bemg assured not only of their safety but also of their 
status as equal partners. The Pnme Mm1ster had earher assured 
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the people about effective steps against high prices and that 
the question would be tackled with the utmost priority. 

Foreign Policy 
The elections, it is known, were mostly fought on domestic 
issues with the foreign policy of the country hardly figuring 
any where. Only the CPl(M) and other Left parties stressed 
the importance of the country's non-aligned foreign policy. 
The Prime Minister in his radio address stressed the impor
tance of our foreign policy of non-alignment-"Our policy 
of non-alignment derives from the national commitment .... 
we shall continue to struggle for peace, disarmament and 
development. We are committed to fight apartheid in South 
Africa, and for securing for the brave Palestinian people 
their in-alienable rights. Effective steps will be taken to 
improve relations with our neighbours." 

All patriotic people and forces will gladly welcome this 
assurance and commitment to the policy of non-alignment 
which has stood the country in good stead when it was faced 
with extreme difficulties create by hostile forces from abroad. 

Resist Imperialist Pressures On Economy 

The Central Committee notes that the country's economy is 
faced with a serious crisis. The Congress(!) Government has 
left large debts and an economy which is under strong pres
sure from the World Bank and IMF to follow its dictates. In 
the recent weeks and months the U.S. pressure on India to 
penetrate our economy has grown. The Super 301 and other 
pressures are being applied to undermine the self reliance of 
our economy. The National Front Government is called upon 
to meet this situation and protect our self reliance. The CPl(M) 
will support all measure taken to protect our economy from 
being dependent on others. 

Consolidate Growing Influence 

The Central Committee greets all the Party's cadres and 
thousands of supporters who have worked dedicatedly to 
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bnng about the Congress(!) defeat and strengthen the Left 
and secular forces The Central Committee calls upon all its 
units and members to actively work to consolidate the new 
mfluence gamed among the people through the election 
campaign, further bmldmg up the Party and mass orgamza
t10ns This will play an important role m the growmg mter
vent10n of the CPI(M) and the Left forces m the commg 
days to strengthen democracy, secularism and to serve the 
people's mterests. 



Secular and Democratic Values 
must be Upheld* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated December 13, 1989 to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly disapproves the 
stand taken by the 'Dharmasthan Muktl YaJna Sam1l1' and 
the Vishwa Hmdu Panshad at its meetmg on December 11 
regardmg the Ramjanmabhoomi/Babn Masjid dispute At a 
time when the new Government is trymg to tackle the prob
lems threatenmg national unity, mhented from the previous 
Congress(!) Government, the Samitl has adopted a provoca
tive stand which will only worsen communal tension 

The Muku Sarmti has asked the Government to hand 
over the disputed site to the Hmdus It has descnbed the 
"Shzlanyas" as a "symbol of the re-estabhshment of Hmdu 
Rashtra m Bharat Varsha" It has rejected any decision to be 
given by the Allahabad High Court Further lt has also de
clared that it will contmue efforts to get mosques m Mathura 
and Varanas1 demolished to construct temples on these sites 

This posture of the Samill and the Vishwa Hmdu Panshad 
is calculated to msttgate the majonty community agamst 
tht: mmonties No one has any objection to the construtton 
of a Ram Temple at Ayodhya provided it does not lead to 
the demohshmg of the Bahn Masjid which would have dis
astrous consequences for national umty and communal har
mony 

The Poht Bureau rejects this unwarranted attempt to mcite 
religious feelmgs on a sensitive issue which requires a na
tional consensus and an amicable solution by all concerned 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, December 17, 1989 
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It is imperative that the National Front Government imme
diately call an all-parttes meetmg to discuss the vexed prob
lem to arnve at a common approach which will meet the 
rehgious sentiments of the maJOnty commumty while pro
tectmg the nght of the mmonty The Poht Bureau appeals 
to all citizen and pohhcal parties to remember that m a 
democracy the elementary nghts of the mmontles have to 
be assured and any threat to secular values by brmgmg m 
rehgious mterference m pohttcs has to be resisted by all 
AU the democratic and secular forces should take a umted 
stand to prevent the situation from detenoratmg and to as
sert secular and democratic values. 



Homage to Comrade Gurcharan 
Singh Randhawa* 
Statement issued by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

Comrade Gurcharan Smgh Randhawa, Secretary of the Punjab 
State Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
breathed his last at 11 00 p m on December 19, 1989, at 
the Party headquarters at Jullundur He had been suffermg 
from cancer which ultimately spread throughout his whole 
body Despite the best efforts of the doctors he did not 
respond to the medical treatment 

Born 72 years ago in the family of a small peasant, Comrade 
Randhawa had been m the Commumst movement for the 
last 50 years Throughout his long and chequered career he 
had served the cause of the downtrodden teemmg millions 
with smgular devotton and ded1cat1on. 

In the mid-30s, he plunged mto the freedom struggle, 
jomed the K1rt1 Party (Workers Party) and devoted himself 
to the cause of the workers and peasants While orgamzmg 
and participatmg m the peasant movement m 1938-39, he 
was twice sent to pnson. In 1942 the Kirt1 Party was merged 
with the Communist Party of India As before he contmued 
as a wholettmer of the Party and devoted himself especially 
to the work m the Kisan movement 

In 1947 after the partition of Punjab he worked cease
lessly for the secunty and safety of the mmonties, and with 
equal zeal fought for the rehabihtallon of the uprooted peo
ple who came to India as refugees. 

In 1948 when the CPI came under severe repression he 
*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delht, December 24, 1989 
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was arrested and put behmd bars It was due to his mdom1-
table spmt that m 1950, together with two other comrades 
m Jatl, he dug a tunnel and escaped from the Ludhiana Jail 
A ftrebrand throughout his hfe he went underground and 
engaged himself m armed struggle agamst the feudal lords 
m the erstwhtle PEPSU area, for three years 

In 1955 he was elected a member of the Punjab State 
Committee of the undivided CPI He took a leadmg part m 
the htstonc Anti-Betterment Levy struggle m 1959 

When the Party spht m 1964 he JOmed the CPI(M} The 
birth of the CPI(M) witnessed terrible repression from the 
Government of India and he was agam arrested m 1963 and 
1965 He was elected member of the Secretariat of the Punjab 
State Committee m 1965 After the Secretary of the Punjab 
State Committee, Comrade Satwant Smgh fell Ill, he func
tioned as the Actmg Secreatary He was formally elected as 
the Secretary of the Punjab State Committee m 1987, and 
contmued m the post till his death He was elected to the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marx
ist) at the Jullundur Congress of the Party m 1978 He was 
a member of the Central K1san Committee of the All India 
K1san Sabha and Secretary of its Punjab unit. He was elected 
as delegate to all the Party Congress from the Seventh Party 
Congerss onwards 

Comrade Randhawa's was a hfe of total dedication to the 
cause of Communism, the Party and the downtrodden mtl
hons of the country. Dunng his long chequered pohttcal hfe 
spannmg a period of half a century, he had to pass through 
many tests, but every tune he stood hke a rock with un
shakeable faith m the cause of Soc1ahsm and the Party 

Smee the early '80s when the secessionist forces started 
their rampage m Punjab, he was one of the leaders m the 
field mob1hsmg and galvamsmg the masses agamst the sepa
ratist Khahstan1s and at nsk to his hfe earned on a vabant 
struggle agamst them His participallon and leadership m 
the struggle agamst the secessionist and terronst movement 
wdl be wntten m letters of gold. It 1s left to postenty to 
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remember such vahant comrades and place them as exam
ples of the Party's fight for preservmg the umty and mteg
nty of the country 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
deeply mourns his passmg away and dips the red banner m 
honour of a great departed leader of the totlmg masses 



Homage to Dada A~ir Hyder Khan* 
Statement dated December 27, 1989, issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
deeply mourns the pass1Dg away of the veteran Commumst 
leader of the subcont1Dent, Dada Amir Hyder Khan on 
December 26, 1989 ID Pakistan He was 89. 

Comrade Amir Hyder Khan was one of the pioneers of 
the Commumst Party ID India who became a legend ID his 
hfettme. Born ID Seahan village (now ID Pakistan) ID a poor 
famtly, at a young age he went to Bombay and began hfe as 
a shiploader Travelhng by ship he made contact with Indian 
revoluttonanes abroad On his return to Bombay he began 
orgamzmg the workers. He was sent to Madras to orgamze 
the Commumst Party and undergo1Dg tremendous suffenngs, 
he set up the rudiments of a Commumst Party orgamzation 
defy1Dg the effort of the Bnttsh pohce to apprehend him. 
He was one of the accused ID the famous Meerut Conspiracy 
Case Hounded by the pohce he went to Moscow where he 
JOIDed the Umversity of the T01lers of the East. On his 
return he worked ID Bombay for some time and then re
turned to Madras to cont1Due his organizational activities. 
He was responsible for recruit1Dg a number of young pohtt
cal workers to the Commumst Party, one of them belDg the 
late Comrade P. Sundarayya. Many of the present Commu
mst leaders ID India had the pnv1lege to work along with 
him ID those days. 

He was finally arrested m 1934 and sentenced to three 
*Published m 'PE<>PLB's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, December 31, 1989 
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years' rigorous 1mpnsonment After release from Jail he 
contmued his trade umon work m Bombay till he was ar
rested m 1936 when the Second World War broke out After 
his release m 1942, after three years' work m Bombay he 
settled down m his nattve place m Rawalpmd1 and contm
ued to work there till the Partition. In Pakistan he spent a 
good part of his hfe m Jail strugglmg agamst the mihtary 
d1ctatorsh1p 

Dada Amu Hyder Khan symbohzed the mdom1table spmt 
of the early proletarian leaders who served the cause of 
Marx1sm-Lenm1sm with smgular devotion and ralhed the 
workmg class to fight Bnt1sh impenahsm In the last few 
years despite his fadmg health he contmued to be active m 
pubhc affairs He made his first v1s1t to India after Part1tton 
last year m 1988, when he was received warmly by the 
Indian Commumsts and progressive circles 

The Poht bureau pays its respectful homage to this vet
eran revolutionary whose memory will always be chenshed 
by all those who stand for Sociahsm and democracy. The 
Poht Bureau dips the red banner to his memory and extends 
its heartfelt condolences to his family members. 



United State's Invasion in Panama* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
December 21, 1989, giving a call for Unequivocal 
Condemnation 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly condemns the U.S. mvas1on of independent Panama. 
In a naked v10lat1on of all mtemat1onal norms, U.S. troops 
have stormed sovereign Panama's capital and mstalled its puppet 
regime. 

This is not the fust time that US. 1mpenahsm has bla
tantly resorted to armed mterventton in Latm Amenca ID 

order to estabhsh regimes subservient to its mterests A few 
years ago U.S. 1mpenahsm m1htartly occupied Grenada and 
ousted the democrattcally elected popular Government. 

The patnottc Panam1an people have been strugghng for 
genu1De mdependence from the Umted States and for the 
return of their nghtful ownership of the Panama Canal. Nonega 
has nghtfully refused to bow to the U.S conspiracy for 
extendmg its lease nghts on the Canal after its expuy m 
2000 A.O. 

Margaret Thatcher's Bntam has once agam demonstrated 
its eagerness to support unashamedly the U.S. mihtary ID

tervention ID a sovereign nation. As an accomphce of U .S 
1mpenal1sm it has supported all along all the U.S. cnmmal 
1Dtervent1ons against the peoples of the developing coun
tnes, especially m Central and Lahn Amenca, who are strug
ghng for theu mdependence, freedom and human d1gmty. 

This latest crimmal act of U.S. 1mpenahsm displaymg 
disregard for the changes m the mtemattonal s1tuat1on 

*Pubhshed 10 'PBoPui's DEMOCUCY', New Delhi, December 31, 1989 
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demonstrates once agam its role as the gendarme of world 
reaction 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly supports the proposals made by the Nicaraguan 
Government for the immediate convenmg of a meetmg of 
the U N Security Council to discuss this issue and make 
the U S aggressor answerable to the world commumty of 
nations for unlawful cnmmal act1v1t1es. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) urges upon the Govern
ment of India to uneqmvocally condemn this mterventlon 
and throw its full weight m support of the Nicaraguan 
proposal 



Condolence On Comrade Shadiram* 

Comrade Shadiram, veteran CPl(M) and trade umon leader 
of Delhi died on December 27, 1989, at the age of 80. 
Affectionately known as 'Chacha'. Comrade Shadiram was 
a member of the Delhi State Committee of the CPl(M) and 
President of the Delhi State Committee of the CITU He 
was the oldest member of the Party m Delhi, havmg JOmed 
the und1v1ded CPI m 1945. He was a member of the State 
Committee of the und1v1ded Commumst Party m 1948 

He began his trade umon work as a manual worker m the 
Mumc1pal Corporation and rose to become a promment leader 
of the Mumc1pal Employees' Umon He suffered tmpnson
ment m the 1948-50 penod and was later arrested agam m 
1965 and durmg the Emergency After the Party spht, he 
Jomed the CPl(M) and played a key role m reorgamzmg the 
Party and foundmg the CITU m Delhi. He was the Secretary 
of the Delhi Committee of the CPl(M) under the Delhi 
Regional Committee from 1972 to 1975. He was elected to 
the newly constituted Delhi State Committee of the CPl(M) 
m 1978 and remamed a member of the State Secretanat 
till 1988. 

As a workmg class leader Comrade Shadiram was im
mensely popular with all sections of the workers m Delhi 
city. A comrade who dedicated his hfe completely for the 
Party and the cause of the workmg class, he was respected 
by all who came to know him In the last two years, due to 

•Pubhshed m ·PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, December 31, 1989 



Condolence On Comrade Shad1ram 197 

ill health, he was not able to contribute as much as he 
wished to the Party and trade umon work The Poht Bureau 
of the CPl(M) dips the red banner m his memory and con
veys heartfelt condolences to his famdy members. 



Polit Bureau Assessed Changes in East 
Europe* 
Statement adopted by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 
in its meeting held in New Delhi on January12-13, 
1990 

The recent developments m the East European countnes are 
a cause for deep concern and anxiety to all Commumsts and 
well-wishers of Socialism who are m the midst of a struggle 
for a world of peace, democracy and Socialism. These con
stitute a set-back for world Soc1ahsm and create possibih
hes for new counter-revolutionay attacks 

The CPl(M) Central Comm1tte had, dunng the past two 
years, adopted resolutions on vanous developments and is
sues that emerged. The May and August 1988 resolutions on 
certain ideological issues and the developments m the So
viet Umon, and the July and October 1989 resolutions on 
the developments m Chma, Poland and Hungary, define the 
Party's positions. 

As a result of the victory over fascism, m which the 
Soviet Umon played the most important role, the Socialist 
commumty of nations m the post-Second World War penod 
emerged as a mighty force that influenced the direction of 
world developments. The establishment of a society endmg 
the explo1tat1on of man by man erad1catmg the social evds 
associated with cap1tahsm, signified an advance of human 
civihsation. This situation proVIded the spnngboard for nulhons 
of oppressed people to throw off the yoke of colomahsm 
which radically altered the international correlation of class 
forces. Socialism's relentless efforts for world peace, that 
ensured 40 years of relative peace wlthout a world war, 

*Pubushed m 'PBOPUi'S DEMOCJtACY', New Deihl, January 21, 1990 
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have insptred thousands of people the world over to the cause 
of Soc1ahsm The East European countnes under Commu
nist leadership brought about fundamental social transfor
mation which ended the rule of the old expJ01ting classes 
and laid the basis for Sociahst advance 

However, the recent events in East European countnes, 
including the disturbing developmentts m Romania, reveal 
that there have been many d1stort1ons m the buildmg of 
Soc1ahsm and the funcllonmg of these Soc1ahst States Soc1ahst 
democracy 1s a higher form of democracy as compared to 
bourge01s democracy, which should draw larger and larger 
sections of the people and ensure the1r part1c1pat1on m all 
spheres of social and political act1v1ty The fatlure to do so 
and the violations of Soc1ahst legahty over the years led, 
mstead, to a process of ahenatlon of the people 

The v10lat1ons of Leninist norms of mner-party democ
racy, the consequent growth of bureaucrattsm along with 
ideological erosion and the corrupting influence of oppor
tunists w1thm its ranks in some countnes, contnbuted to the 
ahenat1on of the people from the Party 

Whtie Soc1ahsm, for the first time m history, liberated the 
hitherto subjugated totlmg people from explo1tat1on and trans
formed backward economies m a short span of time, the rul
ing Communist Parties in these countnes could not cope with 
ever-nsing economic and pohtlcal expectations of the people 

It is also clear that there were d1stort1ons and dev1at1ons m 
the manner of organizing the Soc1ahst economy, resultmg m 
definite lags m the levels of economic development As produc
tive forces under Soc1absm develop rapidly, the methods of eco
nomic management have to correspondmgly changes resulted 
in lower levels of economic development than was possible The 
corroding effects of State bureaucracy prevented the gains of the 
sc1enllfic and technological revolutions from being integrated m 
economic production, thus mcreasmg the lags m the levels of 
economic development The consequent discontent amongst the 
people further strengthened the process of ahenat1on. 

Along with these d1stort1ons, the neglect of 1deolog1cal 
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work amongst the mass of the people, the task of ra1smg 
Sociahst consciousness and rousmg the people to participate 
m greater numbers m creatmg higher form of human soci
ety, provided scope for the growth of anti-Commumst forces 

These d1stort10ns and deviations from the pnnc1ples of 
Soc1ahsm, the failure to draw proper lessons and effect nec
essary changes w1thm the Socialist framework at the nght 
time, have created cond1t10ns whereby anti-Socialist forces 
ut1hsmg the discontent amongst the people, are today pos
ing bourge01s democracy as the alternative to Soc1ahst de
mocracy Under the garb of reformmg Soc1ahsm and under 
the slogan of "Social Democracy;• they wish to restore cap1-
tahsm m these countries. 

These forces, actively aided and abetted by 1mperiahsm, 
are today eggmg on the people of Eastern Europe to aban
don their past, theu achievements, the glorious and heroic 
struggle agamst fascism led by the Commumst Parties. They 
are askmg the people to forget the immense sacrifices fired 
by revolutionary passion that saved mankmd from fascist 
enslavement They are askmg the people to ignore the guar
antees of the nght to work, education, housmg, health and 
overall development They seek the complete negation of 
the Soc1ahst past, thus attemptmg to separate the mtema
honal workmg class movement from its h1stoncal experi
ence and curbmg its further revolutionary potential 

By off ermg promises of shanng the gams of the scien
tific and technological revolution, 1mpenahsm 1s offermg 
economic partnership to the new East European regimes 
The real motive is to restore cap1tahsm m these countries 
There is no doubt that the scientific and technog1cal revolu
tion has changed the face of the world. But these advances 
m the developed capitalist countries have been on the basis 
of mhuman explo1tat1on and consequent 1mm1sensauon of 
mtlhons of people m the Thud World countnes The mount
ing Thud World debt and the cond1t1ons of grmdmg poverty 
under which mtlhons of people are hvmg, are an mdtctment 
of tmpenahsm's sham concern for democracy and humanism 
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Notwithstanding all the talk of de-ideologisation of in
ternational relations, the real character of imperialism has 
been revealed yet again, in its naked aggression against tiny 
Panama. The contradiction between the people of the deve
loping world and imperialism is intensifying, and the anti
imperialist struggles in these countries is getting strength
ened. The Victory of the SWAPO in Namibia and the peo
ple's upsurge in Chile leading to the overthrow of the US 
backed dictatorial regime of Pinochet, reflect the growing 
people's struggle against imperialism. 

Imperialism has never been reconciled to the existence of 
Socialism. Since the Great October Socialist Revolution of 
1917, it has always attempted to destroy Socialism if not 
check its advance. From the early attempts at waging war 
against Socialism, imperialism has adopted various methods 
ranging from direct confrontation and gunboat diplomacy to 
efforts at internal subversion of Socialist countries. Today it 
is intensifying these attempts at the internal subversion of 
Socialist countries. With an anti-Communist frenzy charac
teristic of world imperialism, its media is celebrating the 
socalled "demise of Socialism" and the triumph of capitalism. 

The CPI(M) is confident that the people of East Europe 
who, during the 40 years under Socialism, eliminated the 
curse of deprivation that capitalism perpetuates, will, from 
their own experience, resist all attempts to restore capitalism. 

These developments in East Europe are due, in the main, 
to distortions and deviations from the principles of Scien
tific Socialism, exploited to the hilt by imperialism and the 
forces of internal reaction. The CPI(M) emphatically asserts 
that these developments neither repudiate Marxism-Lenin
ism nor Socialism. On the contrary, they demonstrate how 
distortions and the lack of timely intervention to correct 
them can lead to such consequences. 

In the final analysis, it is the people who are the ulti
mate determinants of history. Millions are today marching 
forward with immense courage and sacrifice against impe
rialist exploitation and domination and for realising a world 
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free from exploitation of man by man. for world peace. 
democracy and Soc1ahsm. The Commumst Parties are m the 
forefront of these struggles. The CPl(M) firmly adhenng to 
Marx1sm-Lemmsm and proletanan mtemat1onhsm. will carry 
forward the battle agamst the forces of reaction the world 
over. re1teratmg its commitment to strengthen the struggle 
for Soc1ahsm. 

The Poht Bureau 1s deeply concerned at the dtsturbmg 
tum the mter-ethmc confhcts are takmg withm the Soviet 
Umon. 

The Poht Bureau has decided to make a thorough study 
of the recent developments m the Soc1ahst countries and 
prepare a document to be placed before the Central Com
mittee in Aprd 1990, m order to come to a fuller assess
ment. 



Polit Bureau Resolution on Sri Lanka* 
Adopted in its meeting held in New Delhi on 
January 12-13, 1990 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) considered the situation now 
prevatlmg in Sn Lanka, especially m the North Eastern prov
ince It noted that both the Government of India and Sn Lanka 
had recently agreed to complete the withdrawal of the IPKF 
before March 31, 1990. 

The Poht Bureau noted with deep concern that armed 
clashes are takmg place m the Tamtl areas, leadmg to heavy 
loss of hf e and property in the six d1stncts vacated by the 
IPKF The Pohl Bureau appeals to all sides to give up the 
mtemecme warfare Every effort should be made to umte all 
the Tamtl groups to safeguard the legitimate mterests of the 
Tamil mmonty The Sri Lankan Government cannot evade its 
responsibility of restonng peace and normalcy m these ar
eas The efforts of the Government of India should be dtTected 
to seemg that this ts done 1mmed1ately along with the wtth
drawal of the IPKF 

The Poht Bureau also appeals to the Government of India 
to ms1st with the Government of Sri Lanka that 1t fulf ii its 
obhgations as per the September 1988 settlement, for devo
lution of more powers to the Provmc1al Council and provid
ing for the safety and secunty of the Sn Lankan Tamil people 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, January 21, 1990 



Homage To Comrade Saroj Mukherjee* 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
expresses its deep gnef at the pass1Dg away of Comrade 
Saroj Mukherjee, member of the CPl(M) Poht Bureau, on 
February 10, 1990, at Calcutta after a long illness Comrade 
Saroj Mukherjee was the Secretary of the West Bengal State 
Committee of the Party and also the Chauman of the Left 
Front of the State. He was 79 

Comrade SaroJ MukhefJee belonged to the early genera
t10n of Indian Commumsts who comb1Ded the finest quah
ues of patnot1sm and revolutionary commitment With his 
deep understand1Dg of Marxism and devoted service, he made 
a notable contnbut1on to bu1ldmg the Party and the Left 
movement from the p1oneer1Dg phase of the party's act1v1-
t1es He was known for his aff ectlonate behaviour and hu
mility ID deal1Dg with all ranks of the Party and people from 
all walks of hf e In his death, the CPl(M), the Left forces 
and the workmg class movement have lost a dedicated leader 
His memory will forever be chenshed by all those workmg 
for the cause of Socialism m India. 

Comrade SaroJ Mukherjee was an outstand1Dg Commu
mst leader who began his polttical hfe as a young student 
at the age of 13. Born on January 15, 1911, he 3omed the 
Indian National Congress ID 1924 and subsequently came m 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, February 18, 1990 
Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) issued this obituary statement on 
February IO, 1990 
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contact with the Jugantar revolut10nary group He was 1m
pnsoned dunng the Civil D1sobed1ence Movement m 1930 
He passed his B Sc exammat1on with d1stmctton while un
der detention While a student, he became acquamted with 
Commumst leaders, Muzaff ar Ahmad and Abdul Hahm Freed 
from Jail, he attended the Karachi Session of the Indian 
N at1onal Co.ogress m 1931 as delegate Return mg to Cal
cutta, he Jomed the East Bengal Railway Workers's Umon 
He became a member of the Commumst Party m September 
1931 After commmg out of Jail m 1938, he began workmg 
wholet1me for the Commumst Party He marned Kanak 
Mukherjee, at present member of the Central Committee of 
the Party, m 1940, and together they devoted their entire hfe 
to the Commumst movement 

He was imprisoned for a total of six years m the struggle 
agamst Bnt1sh impenahsm and spent a further five years m 
Jail after mdependence He worked underground for a pe
nod of five years 

He was Secretary of the Calcutta District Committee of 
the CPI from 1939 to 1943. He was Secretariat member of 
the West Bengal Provmc1al Committee of the CPI from 1943 
to 1948, and later from 1951 to 1964 

He was a member of the Lok Sabha from 1971 to 1977. 
In the mner-party struggle, he took a firm stand agamst 

rev1s10msm and defence of Marx1sm-Lemmsm From the 
mcept1on of the CPI(M), he was a member of the Secre
tanat of the West Bengal State Committee When the Left
sectanan dev1at1on sought to disrupt the Party m West Ben
gal, he defended the Party and the Marx1st-Lenm1st hne and 
made a maJor contnbut10n towards 1solatmg the adventunst 
elements. 

After the demise of Comrade Promode Dasgupta m 1982, 
he assumed the Secretaryship of the West Bengal State 
Committee He contmued to discharge his respons1b1ht1es 
devotedly, till the last days, despite his fa1hng health 

He was elected to the Central Committee m 1978 at the 
Tenth Congress of the Party He was elected to the Poht 
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Bureau at the Twelfth Congress m 1985 He was re-elected 
to the Central Committee and the Polit Bureau at the Thu
teenth Congress m December 1988. 

Comrade Saroj Mukherjee played a key role m develop
mg the Party newspapers m West Bengal He was the editor 
of the daily Swadhmata between 1956 and 1962. He was 
also the editor of the CPl(M)'s weekly Ganashakti from 
1964 onwards and later of the daily Ganashakti from 1967 
to 1983 He wrote a number of books and pamphlets popu
lanzmg Marxism-Lemmsm and the Party's policies 

The Poht Bureau dips the Red Flag m homage to his 
memory. The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences 
to his wife, Comrade Kanak Mukherjee, his son and other 
members of the family. 



CPl(M) Hails Mandela 's Release* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated February 11, 
1990 to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
heartily welcomes the decision to release Nelson Mandela 
today after a long and arduous Jail hfe of 27 years. The 
heroic struggle of the people of South Afnca led by the 
ANC all these years agamst the hated apartheid regime, the 
powerful mtemational sohdanty that this struggle received 
and the force of the mtemational democratic movement has 
forced the apartheid regime and its 1mpenahst mentors to 
release Nelson Mandela 

Nelson Mandels's release is a signal victory for the long 
and heroic struggle of the South African people led by the 
ANC and for those the world over who value human dignity 
and freedom 

The hftmg of the ban on the ANC and release of Nelson 
Mandela, though extremely sigmficant victones m the course 
of the people's struggle, do not conslltute the final victory 
agamst the hated apartheid regime The struggle to dismantle 
apratheid and to build a truly democratic and Just society m 
South Afnca has to be earned forward with greater vigour 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M), as m the past, extends 
its unequivocal and unstmted sohdanty with the people of 
South Afnca, and its leader, the ANC, in their struggle to 
achieve the final victory by d1smantlmg the apartheid regime 

*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, February 18, 1990 



Polit Bureau Condemns VHP Decision 
on Construction of Temple at Ayodhya* 

Statement issued on January 28, 1990, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly condemns the decISion of the V1shwa Hmdu Panshad 
at theu meetmg at Allahabad, to begm construction of the 
temple at the disputed site at Ayodhya on February 14. The 
VHP has refused to take cogmsance of the med1atory efforts 
bemg undertaken to resolve the problem amicably. This pro
vocative step 1s aimed at v1ttatmg the atmosphere m the country 
on the eve of the Assembly elections to be held m eight States 
Any such activity as planned by the VHP is designed to 
heighten communal tensions. The <lecISion duectly plays mto 
the hands of 1mpenahst designs of destab1hzmg India 

The Poht Bureau calls upon the Government of India and 
the UP State Government to firmly rebuff any move to 
begm construction at the disputed site. They should stick to 
the position that the dispute be mutually settled by all sides 
concerned, falling which the court verdict on the dispute 
has to be awaited and abided by The Poht Bureau calls 
upon all secular and patnotic sections to foil this conspuacy 
to disrupt communal amity and bmld up pubhc opm1on to 
mamtam peace and communal harmony. 

*Published ID 'PEoPLB's DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, February 4, 1990 



CPl(M) Condemns Repression in 
Nepal* 
Statement dated February 19, 1990, issued by the 
Polit Bureau to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the 
repression unleashed by the Nepalese Government m which 
thousands have been arrested mcludmg the leaders of 
the Nepali Congress and the Left parties On the occa
sion of the Nepah Congress Conference held m January, 
the Nepah Congress and the Left parties had jomed to
gether to give a htstonc call for launchmg the movement 
for democracy from February 18, 1990. The Nepah au
thont1es have responded to the struggle by widespread 
pohce repression m which, accordmg to reports so far, 
ten people have been killed, 150 lDJured and over 1,000 
activists arrested m different parts of the country on that 
day 

The democratic forces m Nepal have been strugghng 
to restore democracy smce 1960 when the Kmg of Nepal 
banned poht1cal parties and mstltued the so-called partyless 
democracy and the PanchayatJ system 

The CPI(M) 1s confident that the people of Nepal will 
contmue the struggle successfully for the establishment 
of a democratic system The Polit Bureau extends its full 
support to the movement for the establishment of de
mocracy m Nepal. It calls upon all democratic sections 
m India to express theu sohdanty with the strugglmg 
people of Nepal and to demand an end to the repression 
by the Government of Nepal. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, February 25, 1990 
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Polit Bureau on Meham Poll Violence* 

Statement dated March 1, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) is deeply shocked at the 
violence m Meham Assembly constituency on February 28, 
1990, whde repollmg was on m eight pollmg booths. The 
violent incidents have led to heavy loss of hves and v1t1ated 
the polling process. It is clear that there have been efforts 
to foll a free and peaceful poll m many booths of this con
stituency. 

The CPl(M) expects the Election Commission to take a 
speedy dec1s1on to ensure that repoll m the affected booths 
is held m an atmosphere free from mt1m1dation and vio
lence from any quarter, so that people have full opportumty 
to exercise their vote. 

•Published ID 'PEOPL£'s DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi. March 11. 1990 



Homage to Comrade P. Kannan Nair* 

Comrade P Kannan Nair, veteran revolutionary member 
of the Kerala State Committee of the Party and Manag
mg Director of the Party's Malayalam dally, Deshabhimani 
died m the early hours of March 6, 1990 at Emakulam 
due to severe heart-attack 

Comrade Kannan Nair, who began his hfe as a 
beedi worker, was an orgamzer of the trade umon move
ment and participate in the national movement m the late 
1930s and Jomed the Congress Sociahst Party In 1943 
he JOmed the Commumst Party of India He was m the 
forefront of the h1stonc Kanvallur struggle m 1946 and 
numerous other kisan and working class struggle ID that 
penod He faced ferocious pohce repression ID Jalls, m 
the underground and m direct confrontation with the pohce 
with exemplary courage and spmt of self-sacrifice. He 
was m the forefront of the fight agamst revisiomsm m 
the Commumst movement and was m the CPI(M) ever 
smce 1964. 

As the Managmg Director of the Party's newspaper 
for more than one decade he played a pivotal role m the 
consohdauon and expansion of the Deshabhimani 's pub
lication and circulation and its emergence as one of the 
leadmg newspapers m Kerala. His revolutionary stead
fastness and loyalty to the Party, his 1mm1table style of 
work and his indomitable courage made him one of the 

*Published ID 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March II, 1990 
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most beloved leaders of the Party His death is a great 
loss to the Party and democratic movement m Kerala 

The Poht Bureau pays its revolutionary homage to the 
memory of Comrade P Kannan Nair 



Polit Bureau Criticises 
Railway Budget-1990* 

Statement dated March 14, 1990, issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its unhappmess 
at the way the freight rates and passenger fares have been 
mcreased m the Railway Budget presented to Parliament on 
March 14, 1990 The mcrease of 10 per cent m freight rates, 
despite exemption for certam essential commod1t1es, will 
fuel the pnce nse m an already difficult s1tuat1on when 
mflationary conditions exist m the country Further, while it 
is JUSt1fied to mcrease the passenger fares for a1r-cond1-
tioned first class and the other upper classes by 17 per cent, 
the sharp mcrease m the monthly season tickets for second 
class passengers, who are daily commuters to work, is also 
unjustified Along with the alhed mcreases hke sleeper sur
charges and luggage rates, the Budget proposals are gomg 
to adversely affect m1lhons of ordmary people who depend 
on the Railways for travel 

The Poht Bureau notes that there are vanous proposals 
made by the Railway Mm1ster m his Budget speech pertam
mg to the development of the Railway network These pro
posals are to be considered and improvements made, where 
necessary, after d1scuss1ons But the efforts at resources 
mob1hzat1on for meetmg the new development tasks of the 
Railway cannot be devised m a manner which puts the or
dmary people to d1fficult1es when they are already facmg 
nsmg costs of hvmg 

The Poht Bureau welcomes the proposal to d1scontmue 
*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March 18, 1990 
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further manufacture of A C first class and first class coaches 
and for prov1dmg more second class general and sleeper 
coaches These egahtanan measures, however, are unfortu
nately not reflected m the fare and freight rates structure 
announced by the Railway Mm1ster 

The Poht Bureau requests the Government of India to 
review these announcements regardmg passenger fares and 
freight rates, takmg mto account the people's d1fficult1es 
and come up with revised proposals which will provide rehef 
from the mcreased fares 



Polit Bureau on Union Budget-1990* 

Statement dated March 20, 1990, issued to Press 

The Umon budget was awaited with mterest, as it was the 
first to be placed by the new Nauonal Front Government. 
The budget had to be formulated m extremely difficult eco
nomic circumstances - a huge deficll from the previous fi
nancial year of over Rs. 11,750 crore, an astronomical ex
ternal debt, w1denmg balance of payments deficit and shnnkmg 
employment opportumt1es with the massive closure of m
dustnal umts. Given the economic mess created by the pre
vious Congress(!) Government there were widespread ex
pectallons that the Nallonal Front Government would take 
senous steps to implement Its election pledges. 

To come out of this economic mess and the suff enngs 
it imposed on the people, it was 1mperat1ve that the Umon 
Government give a basically new onentallon to the economy. 
This required a departure from the economic pohc1es of 
"hbera11sallon" of the previous Congress(!) regime. The budget 
placed by the Fmance Mm1ster Madhu Dandavate, has faded 
to meet their expectallon because of half-hearted efforts to 
make a break from the old pohc1es. It is evident from the 
budget that the Government is loath to break away from the 
"export-led growth" adovated by the World Bank and the 
IMF and does not provide for sufficient emphasis on import 
subst1tullon. 

On the pos1llve side, the budget makes an attempt to 
raise add1t1onal resoures by w1thdrawmg certam tax exemptions 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March 25, 1990 
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for the corporate sector hke the mvestment allowance This 
has netted Rs 800 crore from corporate sector However, 
the budget fails to work out effective measures to mop up 
the huge eammgs of big busmess and the ncher sections as 
seen by the reduction of corporate tax to 40 per cent The 
failure to take up this task has led to a wide net of mdirect 
taxes m order to raise additional resources This will ad
versely affect the common man 

The CPI(M) strongly cnticises the big hike m petrol and 
diesel pnces and steep mcrease m postal rates which will 
add to the burdens of the people suffenng from pnce nse 
This, coupled with the nse m rail and freight fares, will add 
to the mflauonary pressures on the economy 

The budget provides some rehef to the people m the 
form of raismg the exemption hmit for mcome tax to Rs 
22,000 a year, rehef to the peasantry m the form of debt 
waiver upto Rs 10,000 and concessions to small-scale m
dustnes However the rehef to the rural sector 1s not on
ented to the needy peasantry as the debt rehef 1s apphcable 
to all farmers irrespective of land holdings. 

Another retrograde feature of the total additional revenue 
raised is that the States are depnved of a fair share of the 
additional resources The addittonal taxes are levied m such 
a manner that the share of the States would be only Rs 
three crore m the additional revenue of Rs. 1, 790 crore. 
This violates the National front Government's commitment 
to ensure that the States will get their due share for eco
nomic development. 

The scrapping of the Gold Control Act 1s not warranted. 
It will fac1htate hoarding of unaccounted wealth m the form 
of gold The budget has sought to contam the burgeomng 
def1c1t but stdl leaves an uncovered deficit of Rs. 7 ,206 
crore The manner ID which this deficit 1s gomg to be bndged, 
will have adverse repercussions on the hvmg standards of 
the people, particularly ID a s1tuat1on where the wholesale 
pnce 1Ddex shows a contmuous increase ID the past nme 
weeks 
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The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) urges the Fmance Mm-
1ster and the Nattonal Front Government to revise the pro
posals for mcrease m 011 pnces and postal rates so that the 
ordmary people are spared from futher erosion m their real 
mcomes The path set for the economy by the hberahsat1on 
package needs to be reversed and the National Front Gov
ernment should do some hard thmkmg to set out more mean
mgful pohc1es which will be m consonance with its pledges 
and the people's aspirations 



On Rising Terrorist Menace in 
Punjab* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated March 19, 1990, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep shock and 
gnfe at the mhuman ktlhng of 15 persons by the Khabstam 
terronsts 10 Ferozpur dtstnct on the morn10g of March 19, 1990 
On the previous day, five people were killed by the terronsts 
at Tarn Taran 

The Poht Bureau conveys tts heartfelt sympathy to the 
famtbes of the victims 

In the recent penod the extremists have mtensified their 
violent acttv1ttes, as seen 10 the Abohar massacre, lead10g to 
a sharp mcrease m the death toll of 10nocent victims. There 
has been an mcrease m forcible extraction of money and 
ktdnappmgs which are go10g unchecked. The CPl(M) has 
been constantly urg10g the Government to take firm meas
ures agamst the terronsttc activ1t1es to ensure the safety and 
secunty of the people 

The CPl(M) calls upon the Government not to negotiate 
with any of the Akah groups unless they denounce terronsm 
and separatism. The Akah factions have to draw proper les
son from the detenoratmg situation and firmly demarcate 
themselves from these anti-national activities. They must be 
told that no elections 10 the State can be held without re
stonng peace and normalcy. 

*Published ID 'PEoPLB's DEMOCRACY', New Delht, March 25, 1990 



Polit Bureau Condemns Attack on 
Sheikh's House* 
Statement dated March 15, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the attack 
launched on the ancestral house of Sheikh Abdullah m Snnagar 
city. Extremist elements set fire to the house causmg exten
sive damage This act of arson is an attempt to erase the glo
nous history of the Kashmm people who fought for liberation 
agamst the Dogra raJ under the leadership of Shiekh Abdullah. 
This attack is directed at the secular traditions of the Kashmm 
people and their history of democratic struggle. 

The Poht Bureau calls upon the patnouc sections m 
Kashmir and outside to denounce this destructive action. All 
secular and democratic forces have to step up their efforts 
to counter the seccess1omst and fundamentalist forces whde 
assunng the people of Kashmir that their 1dent1ty and cul
tural values will be protected w1thm the Indian Umon 

*Published tn 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March 25, 1990 



Central Committee on Namibia's 
Independence* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) salutes the heroic people of Namibia whose resolute 
struggle has led to the political mdependence of Africa's last 
colony On the midnight of March 20-21, 1990, the day of the 
Sharpv1lle massacre, the South African flag was pulled down 
and the Namibian flag proudly fluttered to announce 1ts mde
pendence 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) salutes and greets 
the vahant SWAPO, its leadership and the guemlla fighters 
who for nearly a quarter of a century, led the armed struggle 
agamst South African occupation The CPl(M) cherishes the 
memory of all those martyrs whose dream to see an mde
pendent and free Namibia has today borne fruit 

As Sam Nujoma, SWAPO President, assumed the presi
dency of mdependent Namibia, a galaxy of world leaders 
were present at the Windhoek Stadmm to witness this hts
tonc event The official delegation from India Jed by Pnme 
Mm1sterVP Smgh, mcluded Hark1shan Smgh Suqeet, CPl(M), 
lndraJ1t Gupta (CPI), K R Narayanan, Congress(!) and A B 
VaJpayee (BJP). The President of the Congress(!) chose not 
to JOID the Indian delegation and attended m his md1vidual 
capacity The composition of the Indian delegation and its 
level relfects the consistent support which India has accorded 
to the Nam1b1an people's struggle against 1mpenahsm 

This victory of the Nam1b1an people comes 10 the 
•Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March 25, 1990 
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background of all efforts made by South Afnca and its im
penahst patrons durmg the last one year smce the 12-month 
peace plan for the decolomzatton of Namibia got off to a 
bloody start on Apnl l, 1989 Apart from the 300 SWAPO 
guerrillas killed on that very day, allthough these months 
South Afnca tned its best to sabotage the holdmg of a free 
and fau election, and havmg faded to do so 1t used its 
mihtary presence to mt1m1date the Namibian fighters, to 
falsify the electoral hsts by mcludmg a large number' of 
UNITA rebels from ne1ghbourmg Angola and openly finance 
and support the DemocratJc Turnhalle Alhance agamst the 
SWAPO Despite South Africa's machmat1ons the SWAPO 
won 41 out of the 72 seats, seven short of the needed two
thud maJonty to amend the Nam1b1an Const1tutlon Thus 
for the time bemg the Constltuhonal provision denymg the 
nght to nattonahzat1on of multmattonal corporations unless 
they pay compensation, stands 

Sam Nu1oma takes over as President of mdependent Na
mibia under very comphcated circumstances. The only har
bour of the Walvis Bay 1s still under South African occupa
tion It 1s from this Bay that the mmeral-nch Nam1b1a was, 
for decades, plundered by 1mpenahst multmat1onal corpora
tions Before the process of mdependence got under way, 
South Africa went through a process of privat1zmg the pub
hc uttht1es, d1smanthng the railway hne and various other 
activ1ties aimed at creating greater d1fftcult1es for the Gov
ernment of independent Nam1b1a The CPJ(M) 1s confident 
that the resolute Nam1b1an people and the heroic SWAPO 
fighters, who have for nearly a quarter of a century, suc
cessfully earned out their armed struggle, will nse to the 
occasion and meet the tasks at hand. 



~ 
CPl(M) Delegation Visits 
USSR, DPRK & China* 

The CPl(M) Central Committee delegation consistmg of E.M S 
Namboodmpad, M Basavapunna1ah, Harkishan Singh SurJeet 
and S1taram Yechury spent two weeks in the USSR, DPRK 
and Chma, and had wide-rangmg discussions with the CPSU, 
the Workers• Party of Korea and the CPC. These discussions 
centered round the mternational developments, developments 
m the East European countries and the internal developments 
m the concerned countnes. 

In Moscow the delegation met the CPSU Poht Bureau 
member, Comrade A Yakolov, who 1s in charge of the Party's 
1deolog1cal work, and had a three-hour long d1scuss10n. Apart 
from this the delegation had eight other d1scuss1ons with 
vanous institutes under the CPSU Central Committee deal
ing with East Europe, mter-ethmc questions, and the depart
ment of organization and cadre. 

EMS and S1taram visited Pyongyang and had three meet
mgs and d1scuss1ons with the leaders of the Workers' Party 
of Korea. The General Secretary of the WPK, Comrade Kim 
II Sung discussed with the delegation for about three hours 

In Chma the delegation had four separate d1scuss1ons 
with the General Secretary of the Chmese Communist Party, 
Comrade Jiang Zemm; member of the Standmg Committee 
of the Poht Bureau, Comrade Qaio Shi; member of the Central 
Committee and International Liaison Department, Comrade 

*Repon Pubhshed m 'PBOP\.E's DEMOCRACY', New Delh1, March 25, 1990 
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Zhu Liang, Deputy Head of the Department, Comrade Jiang 
Guang Hua and other leaders of the International Liaison 
Department Before retummg to India after the discussions, 
the delegallon also VlSlted Buangzhou and Zhenchen special 
economic zones 

The delegation 1s preparing a report for the Poht Bureau 
and Central Committee on the d1scuss1ons that it had with 
these parties 

The delegatton left Delhi on February 26 and returned on 
March 15, 1990 



Polit Bureau on Recurrence of 
Communal Riots* 
Statement dated March 23, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) 1s deeply concerned at the 
recurrence of communal nots ID different parts of the country 
dunng the last fortnight In B1har alone, communal VIOience 
has erupted ID three centres In Nawadah, five people have lost 
their hves In Jamshedpur, at least three persons have been 
killed. In both places the role of the V1shwa HIDdu Panshad, 
Ba1rang Dai and BJP-RSS m fomentmg the nots has been 
evident Most d1sturb1Dgly, VIOience has taken place m 
Bhagalpur which saw temble nots m September last year The 
Poht Bureau conveys its deep sympathy to those affected by 
this violence. 

In Gujarat, m Patan town, curfew had to be imposed 
after an outbreak of violence Attempts have been made to 
mc1te communal nots m N1zamuddm, New Delhi and A1mer, 
Ra1asthan. 

It 1s clear from all the mc1dents that communal m1sch1ef 
1s sought to be fanned. The situation contmues to be tense 
because of the prolonged campaign launched on the 
Ram1anmabhoom1 temple issue. While provocations from 
communahsts of the rna1onty commumty are seen ID all 
these places, m retaliation fundamentahst elements m the 
mmonty community are also seekmg to cash m on the situ
ation 

The situation calls for v1gllance on the part of all secular 
forces so that restramt 1s observed by all sides concerned 

*Pubhshed ID 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl I, 1990 
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All efforts to whip up tensions on communally sensitive 
issues must be firmly curbed by the Sta.te Governments The 
Central Government should nnmed1ately issue mstrucllons 
ID this regard. 

The National Integration Counci4 whICb 1.s to meet on 
Apnl 6, should take op the communal situation on the agenda 
ID nght earnest 50 that a common andentandmg can be 
evolved to deal w1th the communal problem. Along§1de with 
this, the Left and secular forces should nnmed1ately m1t1ate 
umted efforts to safeguard the secular value1 which are bemg 
threatened by the recumng mc1denu of communal violence. 

Vol xxm. 1 s 



Polit Bureau on 
Heinous Killings in J & K* 
Issued Statement dated April 11, 1990 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep shock 
and condemnation at the mhuman ktlhngs of H L. Khera, 
General Manager, Hindustan Machine Tools umt Kashmir 
Vice-Chancellor of the Kashmir Umversity, Prof. Mussheer
ul-Haq and his private secretary, Abdul Ghant, by the terror
ist and secess1omst forces. This barbarous act shows the 
extent to which the extremist forces m Kashmir are pre
pared to go m order to implement their subversive designs 
backed by Pakistan and U S impenaltsm. 

These outrageous murders illustrate the gnm situation 
preva1hng m the valley. The Central Government and the 
J & K admm1stratton must spare no efforts to hunt down the 
culpnts. Firm action has to be taken to curb the violent and 
terronstic activities of these forces who are bent upon dis
ruptmg the unity of the country. There can be no compro
mise with those who seek to destroy the country's mtegnty 
by the use of terror aided and abetted by foreign forces. 

*Pubhshed 1D 'PEoPLB's DEMOCRACY', New Delht, Apnl IS, 1990 



Homage To Comrade B.T. Ranadive* 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
expreses its profound gnef at the demise of Comrade 
B T Ranadive, member of the Poht Bureau, after an illness 
on Apnl 6, 1990, ID the early hours of the mommg ID Bombay. 
He was aged 85. 

BTR was the foremost leader of the worklDg class move
ment ID India. He made an unparalleted contnbutton to de
velop1Dg the revolutionary movement ID India based on 
Marx1sm-Len1Dism. He played a maJor role, from the early 
days of the Indian Commumst movement, ID consohdat1Dg 
and develop1Dg the Commumsf Party on an all-India plane. 

His pohttcal activities spanned seven decades, from JOIDIDg 
the antt-1mpenabst movement ID the late twenties whtle a 
student, to his tueless leadership of the worklDg class party 
struggl1Dg to estabbsh people's democracy and sociahsm ID 

India. 
Born ID a middle class famtly, BTR was a bnlhant stu

dent who completed his post-graduate education from Bombay 
Umversity. He was 1Dtroduced to Marxism by Dr G Adhikan, 
his cous1D, who also became a prom1Dent leader of the CPI. 
BTR became a Party member ID 1928 He was the oldest 
Party member ID CPl(M). For 62 years he served the Party 
and the cause of Commumsm with smgular devotion. 

BTR plunged mto the work organizmg the textile, ratl
way and other sections of the workers m Bombay. He played 

*Pubushed m 'PEOPU!'s DEMOCUCY', New Delhi, Apnl IS, 1990 
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a notable role m the h1stonc textile workers' stnke m Bombay 
in 1929 and was a promment leader of the AITUC He made 
his d1stmct1ve contnbutlon to the development of the trade 
umon movement under Commumst leadership m those p10-
neenng days. He became a member of the Central Commit
tee when the all-lnd1a centre was set up m 1934-35 He 
rapidly made his mark as an able Marxist theoret1c1an, and 
by this ab1hty to Judge every event and development from 
the proletarian standpomt While 1mpnsoned m the Deoh 
detention camp m 1940-42, he m1t1ated the process of adoptmg 
the hne of the Party supportmg the Soviet Umon and the 
ant1-fasc1st war when Nazi Germany mvaded the Soviet Umon 
Coming out of 1a1l, he became a member of the Poht Bureau 
and played a key role in guidmg the Party's militant activi
ties dunng the post-war mass upsurge. 

At the First Congress of the CPI m 1943, he was elected 
to the Poht Bureau and the Central Committee. At this 
Congress he made the report on the workmg class move
ment on behalf of the Central Committee. At the Second 
Congress of the CPI m 1948, he was elected the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee and worked m that 
capacity till 1950. It was a period when the Party was lead
ing btg anll-feudal struggles such as the Telangana peasants 
struggle and facmg severe repression from the Congress 
Government. 

BTR was elected to the leadership of the CPI once agam 
m 1956. From then onwards he played a key role m devel
oping the struggle agamst rev1s1onism. Jailed m 1962, after 
the Ind1a-Chma border conflict, he was released only m 
1966 and, therefore, could not part1c1pate in the Seventh 
Congress which saw the formation of the CPl(M) in 1964. 
He was elected to the Central Committee and the Poht Bureau 
of the CPl(M) at the Congress and he remained in these 
leading posittons till his death. 

BTR made an important contnbution to the defence of 
Marxism-Lenimsm and fought agamst all attempts to dilute 
the basic pnnc1ples He doggedly opposed both revisiontsm 
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and Left-sectanamsm. He led the ideological fight against 
the Left-sectarian deviation m the form of Naxahsm m the 
sixties. A staunch upholder of proletarian mternattonahsm, 
he was imbued with deep commitment to the cause of the 
world workmg class and mternational Soc1ahsm. 

BTR had a hfe-long devotion to and involvement with 
the trade umon movement-from the early days as a leader 
of the textile workers m Bombay, to bemg a prominent, 
leader of the AITUC and fmally as the President of tlie 
CITU till his last days. The foundation of the CITU m 
1970, its development and growth, were chiefly due to his 
endeavours 

In his tntellectual and ideological act1v1ty BTR had a 
wide range of interests. He was deeply concerned about the 
forging of a worker-peasant alhance, he was passionately 
committed to destroymg the old caste mequaht1es, social 
oppression and obscurantism; he was a constant champion 
of women's nghts and equahty About all, he was fine em
bodiment of mternat1onahsm and patnotlsm which were fully 
mtegrated m his outlook. He was a gifted wnter, whose 
large number of books served to educate generations of the 
Commumsts and progressives on a wide range of issues 
from the Marxist-Lemmst standpoint. 

BTR as a Communist leader was an mspmng model He 
led a hfe of simphc1ty and his wants were spartan He was 
a leader who maintained close ttes with the ranks and the 
working class and this, coupled with a deep sense of humour, 
endeared him to all the Party ranks and workers He spent 
nme years m Jail and four years underground m his revolu
tionary hfe. He braved all pnvattons cheerfully and with 
mdom1table courage 

BTR was a umque Communist leader For the develop
ment of the CPI(M) and the Commumst movement, he worked 
with tireless energy even m his advanced age, which most 
younger comrades could not keep pace with He was a pillar 
of strength for the Party m 1mtlatmg and chartmg out the 
Party's tactics correctly at every tum m the suuat1on, m 
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arnvmg at a correct workmg class pos1t1on on mtematlonal 
and national developments, m safeguardmg the punty of 
Marx1sm-Lemmsm, and m mamtammg high standards m 
the sphere of Party orgamzat1on. The entire Party feels bereft 
at this loss His passmg away at this JUncture is a senous 
blow for the Party and the Left movement m the country 

The Poht Bureau pays its respectful homage to this val
ued and beloved leader of our Party. It calls upon the entire 
Party to firmly uphold the pnnc1ples he stood for The P.oht 
Bureau conveys its heartfelt sympathy and condolences to 
his wife Vimal Ranadive, his son Uday, his sister Ahilya 
Rangnekar and other members of the family It dips the red 
banner m memory of this outstandmg revolutionary and pledges 
to carry forward his unfimshed work drawmg inspiration 
from his dedicated service. 



Polit Bureau on Success of 
Popular Movement In Nepal* 
Statement dated April 9, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
hails the people of Nepal on the success of their popular 
movement for the estabhshment of a multi-party democracy 
This unprecedented mass upsurge m Nepal has forced the 
Kmg to bow to the people's wishes and mittate negottattons 
for the estabhshment of a multi-party democracy Many hves 
were lost m this struggle. The CPl(M) pays its homage to 
these martyrs whose sacnfice inspired and galvamzed the 
Nepah people's struggle. 

The CPl(M) greets the leadership and the ranks of Nepah 
Congress and the Umted Left Front for leadmg this success
ful struggle The formation of the Umted Left Front and its 
active part1c1pat1on has led to the mob1hzat1on of lakhs of 
people m this struggle 

The CPl(M) 1s confident that the struggle for a mult1-
party democracy that will guarantee the fundamental nghts 
and hbert1es of the people m Nepal, will be consolidated in 
the days to come 

*Pubhshcd m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCR~. New Delhi, Apnl IS, 1990 



On Uncovering of Plan to Kill 
CPI(M) Leaders* 
Polit Bureau issued statement expressing 
serious concern 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep concern 
at the uncovenng of a conspuacy by the Ananda Margis to 
kill CPI(M) leaders. It has been brought to bght by the BSF 
authonties in Punjab The arrest of two Ananda Margis m 
Amntsar with a consignment of arms smuggled m from 
Pakistan, reveals the international ram1f1cat10ns of this dia
bolical plan. 

The Poht Bureau wishes to pomt out that m recent months 
there has been an orchestrated campaign in the media fa
vourable to the Ananda Marg and to mahgn the CPI(M) m 
West Bengal The purpose of this exercise, m which the 
PUCL was also involved, was to cover up the long tratl of 
cases in which Ananda Marg terror 1s implicated Beginnmg 
with the 1970 assassination attempt on Jyou Basu at Patna, 
to the attempt on the hfe of former Pnme Mm1ster, MorarJI 
Desai, ID Sydney ID 1978, to the bomb attacks on Indian 
d1plomattc missions and personnel abroad ID 1977-78, Ananda 
Marg men have been 1mphcated m all these cases In the 
past few years there 1s a long hst of violent 1Dc1dents asso
ciated with this orgamzatton m West Bengal 

The Central Government must take senous note of the 
Amntsar mc1dent and revelations and conduct a thorough 
mvest1gat1on It should take effective preventive measures to 
see that such a conspiracy 1s foiled 

*Pubhshcd m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl 22, 1990 
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Democratic opm1on must assert Itself and the v1g1lance 
of the authorities must be heightened to ensure that terronst1c 
outfits hke the Ananda Marg with 1mpenahst connect1ons, 
masqueradmg as a rehg10us organizauons, is not aIJowed to 
subvert our country's democratic set-up 



Polit Bureau on Condemnable 
State of Railways* 
Statement dated April 17, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its deep shock at 
the loss of more than 100 hves m a bog1e of the Mokamah
Arrah Passenger tram near Patna Junction m B1har The fact 
of an oxygen cylinder catchmg fire creatmg m its trad the 
mfernal holocaust, 1s mdeed a sad commentary on the v1g1-
lance of the persons responsible for the safety of the trav
elling pubhc The Jamming of three doors of the compart
ment under fue with only one exit for more than 200 pas
sengers where only 80 are supposed to sit, is also a damn
mg commentary on the callousness and neghgence of the 
concerned Radway authontles. It is not the fust ume that 
such a thmg happened causmg the death of the travellmg 
pubhc Yet the most regrettable part 1s that such repeated 
mc1dents ongmatmg from carrymg of such combustible ma
terial m the railway passenger compartments which 1s strictly 
prohibited under the law, goes on unchecked. 

The Poht Bureau demands that stnngent measures should 
be adopted to avoid recurrence of such mcidents m future 
The Poht Bureau sends its condolences to the fam1hes of all 
those who lost their hves m this ghastly accident and also 
to those who at the moment are fightmg for their hves 
m a critical cond1uon ID the hospital 

The Poht Bureau also mourns the death of more than 100 
people due to food p01sonmg m Rajpura village of Basti 
distnct ID U P The cause of death It seems, 1s the 

*Published ID 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl 29, 1990 
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consumption of wheat-flour contammated with pest1c1des 
Such tragic accidents only expose the md1fferent attitude 
of the authonttes towards the safety and secunty of or
dmary persons. The Poht Bureau expresses its deep sym
pathy to the members of the bereaved famihes 



On Attempt to Usurp Power in Nepal* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated April 23, 1990, to Press 

A grave situation has developed in Nepal with the forces of 
the erstwhile regime resorting to widespread violence to 
overthrow the new cabinet and the democratic gains of the 
people. The reactionary forces associated with the previous 
Panchayati regime have mobilized a section of the police 
and armed forces in their attempt at the coup d'etat. A large 
number of people have been shot dead by a section of the 
police and armed forces. Houses of activists of the demo
cratic movement have been burnt down. The lives of the 
new Ministers are in danger as they are being targetted by 
the reactionary forces. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns this 
reactionary attack on democracy and expresses its total soli
darity with the democratic forces in Nepal. With the support 
of the people, the democratic and progressive forces should 
fight back this illegal attempt to usurp power. 

The Polit Bureau calls upon the Government of India to 
convey its deep concern at the situation in Nepal to the 
King and urge him to ensure that the recently arrived agree
ment to restore democracy is respected and the people's 
wishes honoured. The Polit Bureau calls upon all sections 
of the people to voice their support in defence of democracy 
in Nepal. 

*Published in 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, April 29, 1990. 



Polit Bureau Communique on Serious 
Threat to National Integrity* 
Issued following its meeting held in New Delhi 
from April 27 to 29, 1990 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) at the conclusaon of its 
three-day meeung held on Apnl 27-29, 1990 at New Delhi, 
issued the followmg communique 

At the outset. the Poht Bureau paid homage to the memory 
of the departed leader Comrade BT. Ranad1ve, member of 
the Poht Bureau and Central Comnuttee Qf the Pvty 

The Poht Bureau reviewed the pohuc.aJ ~•tuatl<>n m the 
country with spe.cial reference w two •~•ues 1t 4-<>n1>ackrc.d 
the growmg threat to nauon.a.I ~mty ~ by the mfAen1>1h~ 
acttv1t1c1 of the separata~t and wmmun~ fore,,c,# m d1ttc1c11l 
parts of the Country The Poht 1$urcefl.AI 1idw fcv~wc4 It•• 
economic 11tuataon an the e-0untry #.n4 thAe Jmu~4H•t.at 1n 11h· 
lems faced by the people ln du• C')Ott:J1.t 

Jammu & K»hmiT 
1be utua.U<JU JM d~ V.Jky 1.-tmOu~• W hi: ~11:4& .,jui; 14 

open mtervenu<JO by d~ JJ.J.1t>lrUH '"""" wh4 .iu: 41114 Y.hll~ 
pmg •pa WW j>t>j'(....h<>t.ib 'I •~r "'~ '->i)4Uly lJt>JUHlj u11l11ii1111a 
for aJI UU1>U1'~~~)' 'Jl~~ ~iY111U> !1.AYC.: '-'-" hJ # bLlhlll• 

situati<:>e -woo~ ~k ~l~utmi'. w ti~ UllHJJHly A.1.IHIHllWJ 

ta«, boda H..wd~ ~·~ ~l}:la,, b~v~ ~ f4J,u..4 JJ.J uu~11JIJ; 1111 
the fwtit ume ,.Yl -u~ fol>Wly qt f~~-;Juuu ~ J4' J!ullJ #Jll#~!tlJ 
•ha1vty ~ u~ ~JY u1MM4.l~ IJ..JI .u~ 14-uv.Jy.,J jJ' ;.n11.-I~ 
37Q :u~ t<.>e .eclwulf .Ui.e ¥..Jo..1:.t.uu JuL..nt' JIH¥0J,.11.1- iJllLlflj'I~ 
~,f4_o.~ J W~ P'/'~.Wlv;\)' U~ ~.uhJ JJuJA.w,U t1>l1>0 ~u11J-.1110i..~ 

">'µVi1l>i.KA! w 'f'1~us:, 4.;1-.WJA.n.,•f. NL-;.Y JJ1..ll11 t,t.11•t1 J> 1~·J1~ 
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the confederation plan mooted by certam quarters which 1s 
nothmg but the old formula of U S 1mpenahsm which has 
been reincarnated 

The Poht Bureau supported the efforts of the Govern
ment of India to curb terronsm and to put down the 
destab1hzmg act1v1t1es of the Pakistani tramed extremists 
The Poht Bureau considered that these steps alone are not 
sufficient Appropnate pohtical m1ttattves and measures to 
alleviate unemployment and stimulating the economic de
velopment are to be 1mmed1ately undertaken 

The Poht Bureau appealed to the people of Kashmu to 
discard and denounce the separatist conspuacy as they have 
done m the past at crucial junctures, while fighting for their 
just demands 

Punjab Problem 
The Poht Bureau noted that the people are bemg subjected 
to increasing extortions of money by the extremists. Huge 
sums of money have been collected and are bemg laundered 
through some finance compames A section of the admm1s
trat1on has developed vested interest in such corrupt act1v1-
t1es The ktlhngs of scores of mnocent people by the ter
ronsts are contmuing unabated D1scussmg the Punjab s1tu
at1on the Poht Bureau condemned the recent statement made 
by S1mranj1t Smgh Mann regarding holdmg of a pleb1sc1te 
m Punjab under U.N. auspices as ant1-nat1onal which harms 
the interests of the Sikhs and the Punjabi people. It ex
horted the different Akah factions to take a forthnght stand 
agamst separatism and terrorism and help create a situation 
where peace and normalcy 1s restored whereby elections can 
be held m a free atmosphere. 

The Poht Bureau also felt that the Centre should m1t1ate 
certam economic measures required m the mterest of the 
development of Punjab. The Government should set up all
party advisory committees at State and district levels so that 
a check can be kept m the malpractices tndulged m by a 
sechon of the pohce force and the admm1strat1on Steps 
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should be taken to tackle the outstandmg issues which led 
to the present problems 

Assam: ULFA Attacks 
The Poht Bureau expressed grave concern at the growmg 
terrorists acuv1t1es of the ULFA m Assam The ULFA gangs 
have been terronsmg the busmess commumty and the m1-
nonties and extortmg huge sums of money through threats, 
mt1m1dat1on and k1dnappmg They have killed those who 
resist their blackmatl and widened their attacks on the tea 
garden management personnel. The ULFA while pretendmg 
to champion the demands of the Assamese people, advo
cates separatism and uuhses chauvm1sm and terror This is 
creatmg pamc among the mmonties 

The Government of Assam has completely failed to check 
these acttv1ttes by their pohcy of appeasement This will 
lead to a dangerous s1tuat1on and these act1v1t1es pose a 
threat to the very umty of Assam which is a State with 
diverse ethmc and lmgu1st1c groups. The Government of 
Assam should seek the Central Government's cooperation m 
dealmg with situation created by the ULFA The ULFA men 
are bemg tramed m camps across the border m Burma If 
timely action is not taken, the ULFA act1v1t1es will encour
age destab1hzmg act1vit1es m the entire north-east and pose 
a serious threat to nat10nal umty 

Communal Situation 

There has been an alarmmg spurt m communal nots ID the 
last one month Many hves have been lost m the nots ID 
Ahmedabad and Baroda m GuJrat Communal mc1dents 
occurred m Kanpur and Mathura. This is a duect result of 
the V1shwa HIDdu Panshad's new phase of the agitation for 
construction of the temple of Ayodhya at the sue of the 
Babn Mas11d. Orgamzallons hke the Ba1rang Dai m U P, 
backed by the RSS are bent upon communal m1sch1ef Ant1-
soc1als from both commumt1es under the cover of communal 
outfits are wh1ppmg up tensions. The Poht Bureau decided 
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that a nation-wide campaign be launched to expose these 
forces immediately For this all the Left and secular forces 
must be brought together to initiate an effective campaign 
in the month of May itself In this respect, the Poht Bureau 
endorsed the decmon of the U P State Committee of the 
Party to conduct a mass campaign through public meetings 
beginning from May 

Ananda Marg 

The Poht Bureau condemned the Ananda Marg conspiracy 
to assassinate CPl(M) leaders and its campaign of vio
lence in West Bengal The arrest of two Ananda Margis by 
the BSF authonhes near Amntsar, with a consignment of 
arms smuggled from Pakistan, has exposed the diabolical 
plan of this sinister organization The Ananda Marg, pos
ing as a rehg1ous orgamzahon, seeks to hoodwink pubhc 
opinion and continue 1ts cnmmal achv1ttes. It has a his
tory of terror and vfolence which should be exposed be
fore the people The Poht Bureau calls upon the Central 
Government to be vigilant about the activities of this outfit 
m India and abroad, and take all suitable measures to prevent 
tts unlawful acttv1ttes which are inimical to the demo
cratic set up of our country 

Andhra Pradesh 

The Poht Bureau noted that there 1s a sharp detenoratton in 
the general law and order situation under the Congress(!) 
Government m Andhra Pradesh There has been a spate of 
atrocities on scheduled castes and tnbal people Anh-socials 
are mdulgmg m cnmmal activ1t1es with 1mpumty 

The Poht Bureau noted that due to the State Congress(!) 
Government's appeasement pohcy and concessions to the 
People's War Group, 1t has mtens1fied its attacks targetting 
the CPl(M) This unscrupulous alliance between the Chenna 
Reddy Government and the People's War Group 1s embold
ening them to carry out act1v1t1es d1srupt1ve of the democratic 
movement The Andhra Pradesh State Committee of the 
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CPI(M) has decided to launch a mass campaign to expose 
the anti-democratic and disruptive activities of this group 
The Poht Bureau calls upon all democratic sections m the 
State to rally to isolate the terronsttc acttv1ties of this Naxahte 
group 

Situation in Tripura 

The Congress(I)-led coahtton Government is contmumg 
its repressive attacks agamst the CPI(M) The elementary 
fundamental nghts under Constitution and the democratic 
nghts of the people have not been restored m the State 
The Congress(!) and the State Government are encourag
mg the enrolment of Bangladeshi foreigners as voters, par
ticularly m the Autonomous Distnct Council areas As a 
result of this, communal and ethmc tensions are mount
mg The coalition Government 1s sun conspmng to block 
the functtonmg of the Autonomous D1stnct Council and 
has launched new attacks m the tribal areas m view of the 
forthcoming ADC elections to be held m July 1990. The 
Poht Bureau is confident that the Party and its alhes will 
counter all these disruptive activities and mobihse the people 
to defeat the Congress(l)-TUJS alliance m the forthcom
mg ADC elections 

Economic Situation 

The Poht Bureau had noted at the time of the Umon budget 
that the new Government has mhented a legacy of an eco
nomic mess created by the pohcy of the Congress(I) Gov
ernment. The Umon budget did not make decisive break 
with these old policies. The Poht Bureau had warned that 
the ratlway and general budget proposals would add to m
flattonary cond1ttons and lead to pnce nse 

Smee then the pnce situation has deteriorated with hike 
m pnces of all essential commodities. The wholesale pnce 
mdex of all commodities 1s steadily nsmg The decontrol of 
cement has led to Its pnce shootmg up Apart from the 
budgetary mcrease m the pnces of petrol and diesel, the 
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pnces of sugar, tea and edible 011 are shooting up The issue 
pnce of wheat has been mcreased by Rs 30 per qumtal All 
this is causing mcreasing suffenng for the ordinary people 
The Government has to take 1mmed1ate steps to curb pnce 
nse, strengthen the pubhc d1stnbut1on system and provide 
rehef to the people For this the first step should be to 
modify those proposals m the budget to be mcorporated m 
the Fmance Bill so that the people are spared from pnce 
escalat10n which attacks their hvehhood The Poht Bureau 
decided that a delegation of the Left parties should meet the 
Pnme Mm1ster to impress upon the Government the need 
for this urgent step It also decided to cooperate with all 
Left parties to launch a countrywide campaign 

The Poht Bureau noted that various pohcy measures an
nounced by the National Front Government to allow the 
private enterprises further scope m core sector will be det
rimental to the pubhc sector This approach md1cates no 
change from the privatisation drive and hberahsat1on pohcy 
of the previous RaJIV Gandhi Government. 

The Poht Bureau strongly condemned the mvokmg of 
the Super 301 Clause agamst India by the US Admm1stra
t1on once agam this year Makmg use of the present difficult 
economic s1tuat1on the U S Government 1s trying to force 
India to further open the economy to U S multmat1onals 

The Poht Bureau supports the Government of India's stand 
to oppose these pressure tactics and to safeguard India's 
legitimate interests All patriotic forces should extend sup
port to the Government to stand firm m its resolve to op
pose U S blackmail. 

Developments in Socialist Countries 

The Poht Bureau discussed m depth the recent develop
ments m Soc1ahst countries particularly the set-back suf
fered by Socialism m Eastern Europe and the ongomg de
velopments m the Soviet Umon The Polit Bureau fmahsed 
a draft document to be placed before the Central Committee 
m its meeting to be held m the last week of May 
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Ho Chi Minh Birth Centenary 

The Poht Bureau adopted a resolution to commemorate the 
birth centenary of Ho Chi Mmh, the legendary leader of the 
Vietnamese Revolution and the Internattonal Commumst 
movement whose buth centenary celebrations on a world
wide scale begm from May 19 The Poht Bureau calls upon 
all its Party umts and ranks to observe the birth centenary 
year m a befittmg manner by which the revolutionary hfe 
and example of Ho Chi Mmh can be propagated and imbibed 
by all progressive and democratic sections 



Ho Chi Minh Birth Centenary* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) decided in its meeting 
held on April 27-29, 1990 to give a call for a 
Befitting Celebration 

May 19 this year marks the btrth centenary of the legendary 
Communist leader Ho Cht Mmh With his name is associ
ated the heroic struggle not only of the Vietnamese but also 
of the peoples of the former colomes for social and pohttcal 
emancipation His hfe and work was an epic saga of strug
gle, sacnfice and strength of conv1ct10n m Marx1sm-Lenm-
1sm It continues to be a source of msptratton for genera
tions of Commumsts and freedom lovmg people 

Born m a learned famtly m central Vietnam, Ho Cht 
Mmh (hts childhood name was Ngayen Smh Chung, later m 
hfe he had to assume many other names) grew up m an 
atmosphere of patnottc struggles that were ruthlessly sup
pressed by French colomahsts and the feudal ohgarchy m 
Vietnam Forced to abandon formal studies, he left the country 
m 1911 m a French ship as a cook and travelled all over 
Europe and the Umted States For full 13 years, he acqutred 
ftrst-hand knowledge of the manner m which cap1tahsm and 
1mpenahsm exploited the workmg class and the people He 
JOmed the vanous struggles of the people m these countnes 
In 1917 when the world was rocked by the Great October 
Revolution, he went to France where he became one of the 
foundmg members of the French Commumst Party and opted 
for JOtnmg Lenm 's Thtrd International He edited the mouth
piece of the Internattonal Umon which he founded m 1921 
together wtth other revoluttonanes from the coJomes. He 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 6, 1990 
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attended the Fifth Congress of the Commtem as a member 
of the French Commumst Party delegation and was assigned 
to be the chief of the Southern Bureau of Commtem 

Nationalist and Internationalist 

Dunng the course of his travels, many important develop
ments were takmg place ID the world that had deeply af
fected Ho Chi Mmh's perceptions and attracted him to 
Marxism Lenm's thesis "On The National And Colomal 
Question" irreversibly moulded his consciousness to strug
gle not only for the liberation of Vietnam from colomal rule 
but for its social transformation His hfe ID Pans gave shape 
to revolutionary strategy of both natlonahst and 1Dtematton
ahst character 

In 1924, he came to Chma and started maklDg prepara
tions for the revolutionary struggle m Vietnam by tram1Dg 
young Vietnamese em1gres. At the time, he founded a paper 
to propagate the cause of the revolution 

In 1927, he went to Moscow and wrote his treatise on 
"Party M1htary Work m the Countryside". He founded the 
Ant1-Impenahst Umon and later v1s1ted other countnes ID 

Europe as well as Sn Lanka and Thailand. In 1930, he 
convened a conference of all Vietnamese revolut1onanes ID 

Hong Kong which led to the foundmg of the Commumst 
Party of Vietnam He was arrested m Hong Kong and, after 
his release, attended the Seventh Congress of the Com1Dtern 
ID Moscow and undertook the programme to tram Vietnam
ese revoluttonanes In 1938, he returned to ChlDa and then 
moved mto Vietnam secretly ID 1941 under the name Ho 
Chi MIDh which has s1Dce then symbohsed the aspuattons 
of strugglmg mankmd for hberation 

Master Strategist 

Despite many arrests and forced underground peno<ls that 
he had to undertake, his f1rm resolve and conv1ct1on m the 
truth of Marxist-Lemmst teachmgs and determmation to put 
these mto practice cont1Dued to provide msp1ration for his 
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work of organizing the Vietnamese Communist Party and 
the revolutions in lndo-China as a part of the world revolu
tion, and never for a moment did he forget to link nation
alist and internationalist tasks. The strategical-tactical line 
worked out by the Communist Party of Vietnam under his 
leadership was resoundingly vindicated by the triumph of 
the Vietnamese struggle. The revolutionary struggle led by 
the working class and its vanguard, the Communist Party, 
based on the firm worker-peasant alliance and forging united 
front with other sections in the struggle, was firmly upheld 
by the Communist Party of Vietnam. 

Fifteen years after the founding of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam, the situation in the world, with the rout of 
fascist Germany and the Soviet Union's offensive against 
Japan, created circumstances which Ho Chi Minh and the 
Vietnamese Communists were waiting for. A conference of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam in 1945 formed a commit
tee for national salvation and gave the call for a general 
insurrection. Ho Chi Minh, along with other legendary revo
lutionaries like General Giap, Le Duan and others, organ
ized the National Liberation Army and seized power from 
the Japanese: The liberation struggle "triumphed on August 19 
and on September 2 Ho Chi Minh became the head of the 
Provisional Government. But the French imperialists had 
their designs to stage a come-back and recolonise Vietnam 
which led to a long and bitter struggle culminating in the 
heroic Dien Bien Phu battle in 1954 where the French forces 
were roundly defeated. The liberation of North Vietnam and 
the establishment of a Socialist republic was in itself a saga 
of revolutionary courage, military skill and steadfast convic
tion in the triumph against class exploration. 

Leader of an Epic War 

For full 20 years, the Vietnamese people had to wage a life
and-death struggle against the U.S. occupation of the South. 
This epic war of resistance symbolized the aspirations of 
the exploited people the world over-a struggle that generated 
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waves of solidarity movements, mspired many a revolution
ary outside the geographical temtory of Vietnam and proved 
to the world that the mdomitable spmt of an exploited peo
ple for liberation cannot be crushed even by the most pow
erful of imperialist armies Standmg at the head of this 
heroic struggle, which made its own smgular contnbution to 
altermg the correlation of class forces on a world scale, was 
Ho Chi Mmh 

In 1958, Ho Chi Mmh came to Delhi and Calcutta on a 
State visit Durmg his visit the people of Calcutta had came 
to greet a leader, a comrade-m-arms who symbolised m his 
personality and hfe the struggle for liberation and the strength 
of conviction. The slogan "Amaar Naam, Tomaar Naam -
Vietnam, Vietnam" (My name, Your name-Vietnam, Vietnam) 
which evolved at this time, has come to 1mmortahze the 
sohdanty with the Vietnamese struggle Earlier 10 1946, Ho 
Chi Mmh spent a day m Calcutta m transit. Calcutta has a 
strong tradition of solidarity movement with the people strug
glmg m Indo-Chma, Korea and Vietnam In one such soh
danty action, the British pohce had fired upon the people 
martyring a medical college student 

Ho Chi Mmh passed away 10 1969, seven years before 
the final liberation of the South and the reumfication of the 
country In the last testament that he left for his people and 
the world he said "The war of resistance agamst U S ag
gression may drag on Our people may have to face new 
sacnfices of hfe and property Whatever happens, we must 
keep firm our resolve to fight the U S aggressors till total 
victory. Our mountams will always be, our nvers will al
ways be, our people will always be, with the American m
vaders defeated we will rebuild our land ten times more 
beautiful." 

Source of Inspiration 

Leadmg a simple spartan hfe full of dedication and marked 
by sobriety, modesty and high moral standards, Ho Chi Mmh 
10 his personal hfe, 10spired and cont10ues to 10spire 
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revolut10naries of many generations His steadfast commit
ment to the people's cause and ideological convict10n have 
made a umque contribution to the mtematlonal Commumst 
movement His testament, written at a time of open polem
ics between the CPSU and the CPC, 1s a document that 
msptres confidence, and till his death he contmuously as
ptred for the umficatlon of the mtemat10nal Commumst 
movement The slogan "Ho, Ho, Ho Chi Mmh, We shall 
fight, We shall wm", contmues to reverberate amongst the 
strugglmg people the world over 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) salutes the memory of 
this great revolutionary and calls upon the entire Party to 
observe his centenary m a befittmg manner Whtie paymg 
homage to Ho Chi Mmh, the CPl(M) reiterates its commit
ment to the Marxist phtlosophy and ideology that gmded 
him m his struggles and that contmues to guide people the 
world over m the struggle for emanc1pat10n and liberation 
The Poht Bureau calls upon the Party ranks to popularise 
his works and contnbutions which are an mvaluable guide 
to all Marx1st-Lenm1sts and the strugglmg people 



Polit Bureau on 
BJP's Communalism* 
Statement dated May 14, 1990, issued to Press 

It 1s only natural that the BJP should have reacted on pre
dictable Imes to the Left m1t1ated convention agamst com
munahsm and separatism Only those who are out to de
stroy the secular fabnc of our great nat10n can dub the umty 
of secular forces m the present situation as an "unholy 
combmatlon". 

The Left forces today are m the forefront of the struggle 
agamst communahsm and separatism whether m Punjab, 
Kashmtr or elsewhere m the country. Their credentials m 
safeguardmg the umty and mtegnty of our country are before 
the people through the blood of their countless martyrs. It 
1s the Left that has consistently opposed and exposed the 
1mpenahst machmattons agamst India, whtle the BJP 1s 
echomg the war hystena and Jmgo1sm of the Pak1stam rulers 

One could take the BJP's call for a debate on communal-
1sm senously but for its unbndled campaign for the destruc
t10n of Babn MasJid m Ayodhya and the construction of the 
temple m its place The mflammatory communal propaganda 
unleashed and the fevensh campaign agamst Article 3 70 m 
the present senous s1tuat1on m Kashmtr is nothmg else but 
playmg mto the hands of our country's enemies Those who 
refuse to even wait for the court verdict on the Babn MasJ1d
RamJanmabhoom1 dispute cannot claim to "evolve a na
tional consensus" on this issue 

The BJP has strangely challenged the CPl(M) to contest 
*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 20, 1990 
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elections on the issue of communahsm m West Bengal Many 
elections have been held m West Bengal and the whole country 
knows 1ts result The BJP seems to have forgotten the re
sults of the last Lok Sabha elections In Fa1zabad, the BJP 
unashamedly collaborated with the Congress(I) and both to
gether JOmed to contest agamst the Left candidate The central 
issue m this campaign was the Ram1anmabhoom1-Babn Mas11d 
dispute and communahsm The BJP was defeated In the 
ne1ghbounng Akbarpur Assembly constituency the CPl(M) 
candidate defeated the BJP candidate 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the people of 
our country to rally together as never before to safeguard 
the umty and mtegnty of our great nation agamst machma
ttons and conspiracies of the communal and separatist forces 



Khalistani Terrorists Murder CPl(M) 
Leader* 
Polit Bureau condemns it in a statement dated 
May 11, 1990 

The Poht Bureau strongly condemned the k1lhng of Com
rade Kartar Chand m Ropar d1stnct m Punjab by the Khahstan1 
terronsts Comrade Kartar Chand, aged 45, was a member 
of the D1stnct Committee of the Party He was also an office
bearer of the All India Agncultural Workers' Union m Punjab. 

Comrade Kartar Chand has laid down his hfe valiantly 
fightmg to defend national umty and m defence of the m
terests of the workmg people 

The Poht Bureau conveys Its heartfelt condolences to the 
members of his famlly. 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 20, 1990 



CPl(M) Central Committee 
Communique* 
Issued following its meeting held in New Delhi from 
May 28 to 31, 1990 

At the outset, the Central Committee adopted condolence 
resolutions paymg homage to B T Ranad1ve and SaroJ 
Mukherjee, members of the Poht Bureau, who passed away 
recently Also condoled the death of G S Randhawa, member 
of the Central Committee and other comrades who had died 
m the past five months. The Central Committee paid special 
homage to the memory of the comrades who lost their hves 
m the struggle agamst separatism and terronsm m Punjab, 
Kashmu and Tnpura m the past five months. 

Positive Measures Welcomed 

The Central Committee welcomed some of the steps announced 
by the National Front Government and the legislation m1t1-
ated by 1t m the budget session of Parliament It welcomed 
the mclus1on by a Constitutional amendment of all Land 
Reform Acts m the Nmth Schedule of the Constitution, and 
the upgradmg of the Comm1ss1on for Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tnbes by g1vmg 1t Constitutional status Proposed 
leg1slat1on such as the Prasar Bharat1 Bill, the Lok Pal Bill 
and electoral reforms, are also steps m the nght duection to 
strengthen the democratic set-up m the country 

A new onentatlon has been given to Centre-State relations 
also The settmg up of the Inter-States Council, mvok10g 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, June JO, 1990 
The mam dec1S1ons and conclusions of the Central Committee meeting 
of CPl(M) are given m this communique 
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the Consutut10nal provlSlon, ts an important step which fulfills 
the longstandmg demand for such a forum to give a new 
content to Centre-State relations There ts a refreshmg change 
m the attitude of the Central Government towards the Left
led governments which were blatantly d1scnmmated agamst 
under Congress(!) rule 

The National Front Government has also sought to m
volve the mass orgamzat1ons of different sections of the 
people, through a senes of meetmgs with thetr representa
tives However, the Government has not shown any aware
ness of the need to undo the v1ct1m1zatton of employees in 
the railways and other pubhc sector umts, who became v1c
t1ms of the previous Government's ant1-democrat1c pohc1es 
It ts necessary that the Government take immediate steps to 
undo this v1cttm1zatton, which will help in gaming the con
fidence of the workmg class 

Economic Situation 
The Central Committee expressed tt., serious concern at the 
contmumg escalation of pnces of all essential commod1ttes, 
which is a maJor cause of suffering for the people at present 
The Wholesale Pnce Index of all commodtttes has regis
tered a contmuous mcrease for the nmeteenth week in suc
cesston, and now stands at 173 6 on May 12 This ts an 8 7 
per cent increase compared to the correspondmg penod last 
year The pnces of tea, sugar, edible oils and vegetables 
have reached a new high m the recent penod All other 
goods are affected by the sptralhng pnce nse The pnces of 
cement and other manufactured goods are chmbmg up 

Curb Price Rise 

The National Front Government's budget prov1S1ons, such as 
the steep mcrease m tbe pnces of diesel, petrol, and freight 
fares, and the increase m the issue pnce of wheat by Rs 3 
per qumtal, has further fuelled this mflattonary trend The 
Central Commtttee is d1sappomted with the Nattonal Front 
Government's failure to provide effective relief when the 
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Fmance Bill was adopted m the Lok Sabha. It demands that 
the National Front Government abandon the pohc1es which 
led to the pnce nse under the previous Congress(I) government, 
and adopt measures which will curb the pnce nse and 
strengthen the pubhc d1stnbut1on system It should mcrease the 
quota of levy sugar and provide adequate supplies through the 
pubhc d1stnbut1on system to combat the open market pnces 

The Central Committee welcomed the Left parties observmg 
May 16 as Ant1-Pnce-R1se Day, and called upon all its umts 
to contmuously mob1hze the people agamst this pnce nse, 
blackmarketmg and hoardmg. The pressure of the people must 
be brought to bear to ensure steps to curb the nse m pnces. 

Old Policies Being Pursued 

The National Front had promised to reverse the pohc1es 
pursued by the Congress(!), which had landed the country 
ID a senous cns1s. It had promised more employment, rural 
development and rehef to the rural poor But to do so re
qu1red a break with the old Congress(!) pohc1es. So far 
there has been no sign of such an onentatlon. On the other 
hand, there are d1sturb1Dg md1cat1ons from the senes of 
pohcy measures announced, that the old pohc1es of hberal1-
zat1on and pnvatizatlon are be1Dg tenaciously followed. 

On the one hand the Industnes Mm1ster had declared 
that no sick umt can be taken over. On the other hand, he 
has promised more relaxations for foreign capital mvest
ment, by lowenng the FERA hm1ts The pnvat1zat1on dnve 
cont1Dues with more concessions to the pnvate sector ID the 
core sector. This will be detnmental to the pubhc sector. 
The MRTP regulations are be1Dg relaxed for big bus1Dess, 
and there 1s a renewed talk of sellmg shares of the pubhc 
sector to pnvate md1v1duals, an approach echoed ID the Eighth 
Plan Approach paper. 

All this shows that the World Bank-IMP pressure contmues 
to operate. The Central Committee warns the National Front 
that 1f these pohc1es are not changed, and urgent steps to 
give rehef to the people from pnce nse and unemployment 
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not worked out, the discontent will grow and the credibihty 
of the Government will be affected 

The difficult economic situation 1s bemg sought to be utt
hzed by the USA and other 1mpenahst agencies The threat of 
Super 301 and stnngent cond1t1ons for IMF loans show how 
contmuous pressure to open India's economy still further to 
foreign capital 1s bemg exercised. It 1s good that the National 
Front Government had declared its resolve to resist the Super 
301 clause But v1g1lance of all patnot1c people 1s requtred to 
see that there 1s no res1hng from this pos1tton. 

Complex Political Situation 

The Central Committee noted that the Congress(!), after 
bemg dec1S1vely rejected m the Lok Sabha and the Assem
bly elections, 1s resortmg to vanous manoeuvres to try and 
destab1hze the National Front Government Especially con
demnable 1s Its behaviour m Parliament where 1t has adopted 
an obstructtomst attitude. This was particularly evident when 
1t tned to hold up the passmg of the Constttuttonal Amend
ment Bill g1vmg Constitutional status to the Comm1ss1on 
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tnbes. 

The Janata Dai and the National Front Government should 
overcome its group mterests and nvalnes to umtedly en
deavour to fulfill thetr promises to the people. The people 
have given them a mandate to reahze thetr asp1rat1ons, which 
should not be betrayed 

Kashmir 

The CPI(M) Central Committee expressed its deep concern 
at the detenorat1on of the s1tuat1on m the Kashmtr Valley 
followmg the recent murder of M1rwa1z Farooq Followmg 
the finng on the mourners' procession which left many dead, 
the Central Government had no other option but to recall 
the Governor, Jagmohan 

The CPl(M) Central Committee urges upon the National 
Front Government to urgently address itself to the task of 
restormg peace m the VaUey by takmg firm adm1mstrat1ve 
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measures These must be combmed with g1vmg the Kashmm 
people assurances of thetr identity, and the safeguardmg of 
thetr mterests In this hght, the consistent propaganda of the 
BJP for the abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution 1s 
only playmg mto the hands of the enemies of our nation, 
and bolstermg Pakistan's efforts, which keep the situation 
tense The CPl(M) calls upon the National Front Govern
ment to 1mmed1ately seal the border with Pakistan m order 
to stop the flow of subversives and arms The Central Com
mittee cnt1c1zed Jagmohan 's statement after his nommat10n 
to the Rajya Sabha, m jUstlfymg his role and demandmg a 
jUdtcial enqmry mto the events m Kashmtr 

Punjab 

The CPl(M) Central Committee expressed grave concern at 
the contmued k1llmg of mnocent people by the Khahstam 
extremists m Punjab With the change m the Governor, the 
CPl(M) hopes that the Government will adopt a strategy 
based on three factors that should be simultaneously imple
mented, which the CPl(M) has been consistently advocat
ing. First, stem administrative measures to curb terronst 
v10lence Secondly, a poht1cal campaign to draw the mass 
of the people into action against the secess1omst elements 
Thud, a poht1cal settlement to be worked out based on the 
Rajtv-Longowal Accord. 

The CPl(M) calls upon the National Front Government to 
umlaterally take the 1mttat1ve ID 1mplement1Dg the provts1ons 
of the Longowal Accord. The CPl(M) and its umt ID Punjab 
which, at the cost of tremendous sacnfices, have been uphold-
1Dg the cause of national umty, reiterates that it 1s only the 
umted mob1hzatton of the Sikh and non-stkh masses against 
the terronsts that can create cond1ttons for a pohttcal solution 

Assam 

An unbndled campaign of murder, extortion and loot by the 
ULFA ID Assam, continues to create a situation of terror m 
some parts of the State Although a constituent of the Nattonal 
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Front, the AGP and its Government m Assam, 1s findmg 
itself incapable of controlling the s1tuat1on, with a section 
of them protectmg the ULFA extrerrusts The subversive 
act1v1ues of the ULFA pose a grave threat not only to the 
umty of Assam, but for the whole North Eastern region, 
with the potential danger of escalation of msurgency act1v1t1es 
m Nagaland, Mampur, etc. The CPI(M) calls upon the National 
Front Government to exert its authonty to enable the State 
Government to create normalcy m the State 

In vanous parts of our country tnbal and ethmc move
ments are gomg on Reactionary forces are attemptmg to 
m1sd1rect them on to secess1omst Imes The CPl(M), while 
reueratmg its resolve to struggle agamst such d1v1s1ve forces, 
recognises the element of democratic content m these move
ments This must be accepted, and a solution must be sought 
for these JDOvements, by prov1dmg these areas with autonomy 
w1thm the concerned States, wherever this is necessary. 

Ananda Marg Terror 
In recent months the Ananda Marg has stepped up its violent 
act1v1t1es m Puruha d1stnct of West Bengal, where 1t has its 
headquarters. This had led to a number of clashes with the 
local people who are res1stmg the Marg's land-grabbmg ac
uv1ttes. In order to cover up their murderous act1v1ttes, the 
Ananda Marg, through a section of the media, 1s attemptmg 
to launch a big campaign accusmg the CPl(M) and the West 
Bengal Government of terronzmg their orgamzat1on. Such hes 
have been nailed down by the recent exposure of the Ananda 
Marg conspiracy to assassmate CPl(M) leaders when two of 
their men were arrested by the BSF m Amntsar with a con
signment of arms smuggled from Pakistan. The Home Mm1s
ter m the Lok Sabha has warnd agamst the act1v1ttes and 
d1abohcal nature of this pseudo-rehg1ous organ1zat1on. 

The Ananda Marg has targeted JyotJ Basu for attack. The 
Central Commlltee calls upon 1ts ranks and the people of 
the country to be vigilant agamst the nefarious designs of 
this orgamzat10n, and expose Its hnks with foreign agencies. 

Vol XXIII-17 
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Grave Situation 
While such secess1omst and d1v1s1ve movements are grow
mg m the country, the communal sttuat1on is rapidly dete
noratmg The escalation of mflammatory communal propa
ganda, which is contmuously po1somng the mmds of the 
people of our country, threatens the very umty and mtegnty 
of India The V1shwa Hmdu Panshad, RSS, BaJrang Dai and 
the Sh1v Sena are contmumg thetr campaign on the issue of 
construction of the RamJanmabhoom1 temple by demohsh
mg the Bahn Masjtd at Ayodhya The BJP contmues to 
support this d1srupt1ve move Fundamentahst forces m the 
mmonty commumt1es are also aggravatmg the s1tuat1on The 
grave 1mphcattons of this to the umty and mtegnty of India 
must be underlmed It was m the background of these de
velopments that the CPl(M) alongw1th the Left parties, and 
md1v1duals from the Janata Dai and Congress(I), orgamzed 
the National Convention agamst Communahsm and Separa
tism on May 24, 1990, at New Delhi This successful con
vention gave a call for a countrywide campaign on the issue 
of safeguardmg our country's umty and mtegnty. 

Tripura 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) congratulates the people 
of Tnpura for the magmficent response to the call for the 
Jail Bharo action agamst the anti-people pohc1es of the 
Congress(l)-TUJS Government m Tnpura. In an attempt to 
try and mt1m1date the people from opposmg them m the 
forthcommg Autonomous D1stnct Counctl Elections m July, 
the coahtton Government is mountmg further attacks agamst 
the CPl(M) and its cadres. The recent action, however, has 
brought mto sharp focus the preva1lmg mass mood m the 
State which is nsmg in strong protest agamst the cnmmal 
strong-arm measures of the coahtton Government. The Central 
Committee congratulates the CPl(M) umt in Tnpura which, 
operatmg under extremely difficult cond1ttons, has been able 
to rally the people m defence of democracy and c1v1l hber
ttes m the State. 
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Andhra Pradesh 
The six months smce the Congress(!) returned to power m 
the State, has been marked by a worsenmg of the situation 
on all fronts The Congress(!) Government has begun undo
mg whatever httle gams the people received from the ben
eficial pohc1es of the earher TDP Government. Many wel
fare schemes have been withdrawn without mtroducmg a 
smgle new scheme Whtie the burdens of the people have 
thus mcreased, the overall law and order s1tuat1on has fur
ther detenorated The Congress(!) Government ts shame
lessly conmvmg with a section of the Naxahtes to browbeat 
the Oppos1tton This has led to a virtual collapse of the 
admm1stratton m some dtstncts The CPI(M), which 1s be
mg made a special target of such attacks and a v1ct1m of the 
pohttcal vendetta of the Congress(!) Government, 1s takmg 
the m1t1at1ve m mob1hzmg the people agamst such a rapid 
detenorat1on m their hvmg condtttons. 

Gorbachev-Bush Summit 

The people of the world are lookmg forward to the ongomg 
Summit between the USSR and the USA to advance the 
progress towards further arms reduction and ehmmat1on of 
nuclear weapons. It 1s heartenmg to note that both sides 
have reached a prehmmary agreement on the bannmg of 
chemical weapons and reducmg sea-and-atr-launched m1s
stles It 1s hoped that this Summit will produce a JOtnt state
ment of understandmg that will lead to a strategic arms 
reductton treaty later this year It 1s also hoped that the 
Summit will ensure that a umted Germany will not be part 
of a m1htary alhance, thus posmg a potential threat to secunty 
m Europe. 

Developments in the Subcontinent 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) hatls the heroic v1c
tonous struggle of the people of Nepal for the estabhshment 
of a multi-party democracy The struggle, led jomtly by the 
Nepah Congress and the Umted Left Front, has finally forces 
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the Kmg of Nepal to accept the people's aspirations The 
Kmg, however, contmues to hold effective power and is 
attemptmg to undermme the struggle for democracy The 
CPl(M) reiterates its sohdanty with the people of Nepal m 
this contmuous struggle 

The CPl(M) hails the endmg of the military rule m Burma 
and the successful holdmg of the democratic elections 

Developments in Socialist Countries 

The Central Committee adopted a report on the develop
ments m Soc1ahst countnes, particularly the recent events 
m Eastern Europe, and the mtemal developments m the Soviet 
Umon This report will be released shortly for reportmg to 
the entire Party 

Mobilize the People 
In the commg penod the CPl(M) places the utmost impor
tance on strengthenmg Left unity Through this, wider united 
mobihzat1on and actions of the workmg people can be en
sured. The Central Committee calls upon us units to step up 
the independent mob1hzat1on of the people ~m thetr urgent 
demands concernmg price nse, unemployment and other eco
nomic problems 

The Central Committee takmg stock of the gnm chal
lenges posed to national unity by the forces of communal-
1sm and separatism decided to give a call for week-long 
campaign to be observed from July 9 to 15 m defence of 
communal harmony, seculansm and national umty. The dangers 
posed by the separatist forces in Punjab, Kashmir and Assam, 
and the RamJanmabhoomi-Babn MasJid dispute, will have 
to be taken to the people m a big way. 

The Central Committee also endorsed the resolution adopted 
by the Poht Bureau m Apnl, calhng for the observance of 
Ho Chi Mmh's buth centenary year. All umts should uuhze 
these centenary celebrations to propagate the vahdity of Marx-
1sm-Lemmsm, and the struggle agamst 1mpenahsm which 
was 'exemphfied by the hf e and work of Ho Cht Mmh. 



Political Report* 
Adopted by the Central Committee of the CPl(M) 
at its meeting held in New Delhi from 
May 28 to 31, 1990 

Our Central Committee is meetmg after a long gap of nearly 
six months Vanous important developments that had en
gaged the Party Centre led to this unfortunate delay 

Durmg this penod many significant, rapid and contradic
tory developments took place ID the world. A separate docu
ment on the developments 10 the Socialist countnes and 
related political-ideological issues has been adopted by the 
Central Committee.•• 

The people of the world are lookmg forward to the forth
commg summit between Gorbachev and Bush begmnmg on 
May 31, 1990. Preparations for the summit have yielded 
some results Both sides have reached an agreement on is
sues of bannmg chemical weapons and reducmg sea and au 
launched cruise missiles. The summit is hkely to produce a 
JOmt statement of understandmg that can lead to a START 
(Strategic Arms Reduction Talks) Treaty later this year 
Followmg the INF treaty, these developments sigmfy an 
advance ID the process of arms reduction 

However, we must note the new efforts that are bemg 
made by U S 1mpenahsm. A new breed of misstles known 
as tactical au surf ace m1sstles (TASM) have been developed 
by the USA. At 19 centres 10 the 7 NATO countnes plans 
are afoot to mstall these m1ssiles. This would effectively 
undermme the gams of the INF treaty The US. defence 

*Pubhshed as a booklet m June 1990 
••Refer Document under Item no 94 of this Volume 
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budget for this year stands at 295 billion dollars, a reduc
tion of about 2 per cent after accounting for mflat1on This 
does not lead to ehmmate any maJor weapons programme 
or the redeployment of U S forces the world over m any 
maJor way 

The mherent character of 1mpenahsm was revealed m the 
U S aggression on Panama S1multaneously, the U S m1h
tary exercises on the Korean penmsula and the Canbbean 
are escalatmg The latter 1s d1rectly targetted agamst Cuba 
The USA and its allies U K. and France have once agam 
sabotaged the two-decade-old U N dec1s1on for an mterna
tlonal conference on the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace 
The struggle agamst such impenahst designs will have to be 
strengthened by the forces of world peace 

One round of the four plus two conference on the ques
tion of German umficatton has ended. The Soviet Umon 
imtially took the position of neutrahty of umted Germany 
1 e not bemg a member of either the NATO or the 
WARSAW Pact. Fmally, however, the Soviet Un10n had to 
agree to a position of delmkmg the future mihtary status of 
umted Germany from the process of umfication. 

Sino-Soviet Relations 

A welcome feature of this penod 1s the contmued improve
ment of Smo-Sov1et relations. The recent visit of Chmese 
Premier to Moscow and the wide range of agreements signed 
will further strengthen the relations between the PRC and 
the USSR and between the CPSU and the CPC. 

Namibia 

Dunng this penod the world has witnessed the tnumph of 
the her01c Namibian people. The over two-decade long armed 
struggle under the leadership of SWAPO culmmated m the 
pohucal mdependence of Namibia. The UN. supervised one 
year peace process for mdependence of N am1b1a was marked 
by all efforts by South Afnca to sabotage this process Despite 
this, the SWAPO won the first ever elections m Namibia 
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South Afnca, however, holds control of all the important 
Walvis Bay and is mtensifymg the economic pressures on 
Namibia By not havmg a two-thud maJonty the SWAPO is 
constrained from adoptmg a radical course such as the na
tionalization of multmational companies etc. The war-rav
aged and impenahst plundered economy needs mternational 
assistance The struggle for genome economic mdependence 
of the Namibian people, therefore, contmues 

South Africa 

Nelson Mandela's release after 27 years of confinement marks 
one of the most important developments of this penod The 
hated apartheid regime of South Afnca was forced by the 
strength of the armed struggle of the South Afncan people 
led by the ANC and mternational sohdanty to hft the mter
nal Emergency and grant hm1ted freedom to the black peo
ple The ANC has publicly stated that its struggle contmues 
to dismantle completely the apartheid regime and to estab
lish a society with equal opportumt1es for the entire popu
lation It has also announced that the question of withdrawal 
of armed struggle 1s not on the agenda until the apartheid 
regime revokes all its repressive laws. Negotiations between 
the ANC and the South Afncan Government have begun and 
the process 1s on The ANC has called for strengthenmg the 
economic sanctions agamst South Afnca m order to put 
more pressure on the apartheid regime. The real nature of 
Bnt1sh 1mpenahst mterests m South Afnca was exposed 
when Margaret Thatcher mstead called for withdrawal of 
sanctions. 

Nicaragua 

The surpnsmg results of elections m N 1caragua was d1sap
pomtmg to the people of the world. The decade long eco
nomic sanctions imposed by U.S. 1mpenahsm and Its alhes 
and Its contmuous fundmg of Contras to destab1hze the 
Sandimsta Government had created a situation where a sec
tion of the Nicaraguan people held that US impenahsm 
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would not allow Nicaragua to develop with the Sandimstas 
m power The economic austerity measures the Sandmistas 
were forced to adopt and the gallopmg mflation caused tre
mendous economic difficulties to the people Exploitmg 
this, the opposition alliance of 14 parties under the banner 
of UNO secured a simple maJonty The UNO was heavily 
funded by the U S. admmistratlon directly durmg the elec
tions to the tune of several million dollars But the hopes of 
the people that the Contras problem would be resolved soon, 
were dashed with the Contras contmuing to be defiant and 
the U S continuing to finance them However, recently some 
progress is seen m the process of disarmmg the Contras. 

The UNO coalition brought together by 14 disparate parties 
is threatened with potential mstabihty Not havmg won the 
required two-third maJonty to effect constitutional changes 
the UNO 1s not m a position to put into effect the Amencan 
designs at undermmmg the gams of the Nicaraguan revolu
tlon. The Sandimstas contmue to control the armed forces 
and the UNO government has been forced to retain the 
Sandinista leader as the commander of the armed forces. 

Solidarity with PLO 

The recent visit by the President of Palestme to India has 
further strengthened the solidarity with the struggle of the 
Palestmian people led by the PLO. Yasser Arafat's visit to 
Calcutta was marked by strong expression of the solidanty of 
the people of West Bengal. The 'mtifada' in the Israeli occupied 
temtones continues despite tremendous repression. The latest 
widespread protest agamst the mdiscnminate shootmg and kdl
mg of seven Palestinian labourers m the occupied temtones 
reflects the determination of the Palestinians to carry forward 
their struggle. The Z1omst regime has begun settling emigrant 
Jews m the Israeh occupied terntones with the mischievous 
mtent of pittmg the Palestinians agamst them. Despite interna
tional opmion agamst such a move, Israel is implementing 
this diabolic pohcy. The isolation of Z1omst Israel and its im
perialist mentor USA from world pubhc opimon is once agam 
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revealed m the latest dec1S1on to convene the UN Secunty Coun
cil m Geneva m order to allow Yasser Arafat to address it 

Cambodia 
The recent ceasefire agreement between the Government and 
two of the three Cambodian rebel factions is a sigmficant 
development Whtie the group backed by Pnnce Sihanouk 
and Khmer Rouge have signed the agreement, the Khmer 
People's National Liberation Front (KPNLF) has not. But it 
is expected that pressure will mount on KPNLF to accept 
the ceasefire. 

The improvement of relations between the Chmese and 
Vietnamese on the Cambodian question is extremely heart
ening. The Chinese Foreign Mimster recently received the 
Vietnamese First Deputy Foreign Minister at BetJing and 
held talks on the Cambodian issue. 

Sino-Indian Relations 

This penod has seen further improvement in Sino-Indian 
relations. The visit of Chinese Foreign Mimster to India, 
Indian Deputy Pnme Minister's visit to China and the 
forthcoming visit by the Indian External Affairs Minister, 
we hope, will further improve the situation towards arnv
ing at a meaningful negotiated agreement on persisting 
problems 

Burma 

A sigmficant development has taken place in Burma In the 
recently held elections the one party military rule has been 
defeated The people of Burma have voted for the restora
tion of multi-party democracy. 

Developments in the Subcontinent 

Many important developments have taken place in the sub
contment. The histonc struggle of the people of Nepal cul
mmated in forcing the King to accept multi-party democ
racy. The massive popular agitation Jointly orgamzed and 
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led by the Nepah Congress and the Umted Left Front was 
met with brutal repression that left nearly 500 killed The 
commg together of Left parties and the formation of the 
Umted Left Front was a very s1gmficant development that 
galvamzed the Nepah people Though a popular m1mstry 
has been mstalled, the Kmg, however, contmues to retam 
the real power and he 1s also the Commander-m-Ch1ef of 
the armed forces. The Kmg' s attempt at settmg up a Con
stitution Draftmg Committee of his ch01ce was rejected by 
the people The new composition of this Committee 1s a 
victory for the Left and democratic movement ,tn Nepal. The 
struggle contmues m Nepal agamst the monarchy and for 
strengthenmg the democratic process. 

In Sn Lanka the s1tuat1on contmues to detenorate even 
after the pulhng out of the IPKF The forced withdrawal of 
the EPRLF from the North-East provmcial Government con
stitutes a setback The Sri Lankan Government has not 
implemented its commitment contamed m the Indo-Sn Lankan 
agreement regardmg proper devolution of powers to the 
North-East Council. This s1tuat1on only helps US. impen
ahst designs and its attempts to gam control of Trmcomalee 
as a m1htary base. 

The Central Committee urges the National Front Govern
ment to use its mfluence with the Sri Lankan Government 
to devolve more powers to the North-East Council as envis
aged in the Indo-Sn Lankan Accord. 

Any meanmgful solution to the ethmc conflict must be 
sought only w1thm the framework of a umted sovereign 
Sn Lanka; the protection of the nghts of Tam1l-speakmg 
people and proper devolution of pohtlcal and adm1mstrat1ve 
power to the North-East provmces. The efforts to pit one 
group agamst another group of Tamils by the Sn Lankan 
Government must be jomtly resisted by all Tamil groups. 
Unfortunately the LTTE falls a prey to the divide and rule 
game of the Sn Lankan Government by its pohcy of mo
nopoly rule over the North-Eastern provmce. It will only be 
detnmental to the evolvmg of a common acceptable soluuon 
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w1thm a umted Sn Lanka. The tendency m certam quarters 
to denegrate the role of the IPKF m furtherance of the Indo
Sn Lankan agreement ts harmful to our national mterests 
and to the mamtenance of peace m Sn Lanka 

The open mterf erence of Pakistan m the mtemal affatrs 
of India especially m Pun1ab and Kashmir has mtens1fied 
durmg this penod The efforts of Pakistan to rally world 
pubhc op1mon m its favour appears to have failed with the 
overwhelmmg ma1onty of world leaders callmg for resolv
mg the dispute bilaterally on the basis of the Sh1mla Agree
ment Pakistan Government whtle ra1smg the issue m mter
nat1onal fora, is wh1ppmg up war hystena and 1mgo1sm 
mtemally Its Pnme Mm1ster 1s embarkmg on a tour of 
Islamic countnes hopmg to rally op1mon m its favour Pakistan 
contmues to organize m1htary trammg camps for the ex
tremists m both Punjab and Kashmir 

An important aspect of the detenoratmg s1tuat1on m the 
subcontment 1s the role of 1mpenahsm. The U S. 1mpenal-
1sm m an effort to mamtam its dommant pos1t1on w1thm the 
region 1s actively engaged m a1dmg and abettmg the forces 
of d1smtegrat1on The people of the subcontment will have 
to umtedly resist the 1mpenahst machmat1ons m this re
gion Any ambivalence m exposmg 1mpenahst mtngues will 
only strengthen its nefanous act1v1t1es m the region 

NATIONAL SITUATION 

Post-Election Situation 

In the meetmg 1mmed1ately after the Nmth General Elec
tions to the Lok Sabha the Central Committee m its review 
considered the defeat of the Congress(!) as, "A tnbute to the 
secular and democratic outlook of the Indian people". 

"No previous election was so dommated by the commu
nal issue as the Nmth General Elections. Never before m 
any election was there such a concerted attempt to divert the 
attention of the electorate to a provocative communal issue 
to avoid a straight verdict on the question of national umty, 
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democratic nghts of the people and the anti-national eco
nomic pohcy of the rulmg party" 

W1thm three months of the people's verdict agamst the 
Congress(!), the elect10ns to the Assembhes m eight states 
and the Umon territory of Pond1cherry were held As m the 
Lok Sabha elections, these elections also revealed the anger 
and md1gnat1on of the people agamst the Congress(!) They 
gave a clear verdict agamst 1t The results vmd1cated the 
stand of the Left and secular forces which have been con
sistently fightmg for the ouster of Congress(I), its monopoly 
of power for decades and its anti-people pohc1es 

But unfortunately, this discontent was not everywhere 
channehzed m the democratic direction In those states, where 
the Left 1s weak and where the Janata Dai pursued an op
portumst pohcy, the BJP with its communal appeal suc
ceeded m rallymg sections of people behmd 1t 

In Onssa, there was a clear understandmg between the 
Janata Dai and the Left The Congress(!) was totally routed 
with the Janata Dai securing 123 out of 147 seats and the 
Left wmnmg six. The BJP could secure only two seats 
Despite the Left bemg a weak force m Onssa, 1t worked 
with the J anata Dai m g1vmg a crush mg defeat to the Congress 
and m margmahzmg the BJP 

In B1har, the Janata Dai and the Left succeeded m rout
mg the Congress(!) and contammg the BJP The strength of 
the Congress(I) as well as the BJP could have been further 
reduced if the Janata Dai had gone m for an overall under
standmg with the Left hke m Onssa The vac1llat1on on the 
part of the Janata Dai helped the Congress(!) and the BJP 
m gammg some seats 

In Maharashtra, faced with the BJP-Sh1v Sena combma
tion which posed a serious threat to the people belongmg to 
the mmonty commumty, dahts and people from other states 
of India, a big chunk of these sections ralhed behmd the 
Congress(!) The Congress(!), though reduced from 216 to 
142 members, was still able to form its mm1stry. In an 
atmosphere of polanzatlon between the Congress(!) artd the 
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aggressively communal BJP-Sh1v Sena alliance the Left and 
JD alliance could not make much headway 

In Pond1cherry, the Congress(I)-AIADMK alliance was 
defeated and the DMK alliance came to power 

In M P and H1machal Pradesh, m the absence of a strong 
Left and the weakness of the Janata Dai, people's discontent 
was exploited by the BJP which tremendously mcreased its 
strength In addition 1t made full use of the Hmdu commu
nal appeal The BJP has been able to form m1mstnes m 
both states 

In Gujarat and RaJasthan, while the Congress(!) has been 
routed neither the Janata Dai nor- the BJP could emerge with 
a smgle party maJonty Coalition Governments have come 
mto existence m the background of the understandmg 
between the Janata Dai and the BJP m these stat~. 

Dangerous Situation 
It is clear that the BJP gamed by rallymg the ant1-Congress(I) 
discontent m the absence of a strong Left, secular alterna
tive However, m the post-Assembly election s1tuat1on, the 
BJP with its improved position, alongwith rabid communal 
outfits like the RSS, VHP and the BaJrang Dai has started 
a countrywide campaign of mflammatory communal propa
ganda 

This was clearly seen at the meetmg of the reconstituted 
National Integration Counctl held for the first time after the 
elections on Apnl 11, 1990 The BJP spokesmen came out 
m true colours pourmg venomous communal propaganda 
and mdulgmg m mmonty ba1tmg These communal forces 
are today orgamzmg a countrywide campaign on issues hke 
the abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution, the wmd
mg up of the Mmonty Comm1ss1on, the use of Urdu etc. 
Apart from the RamJanmabhoomt/Babn MasJ1d issue, these 
forces have now given a call for the so-called "liberation" of 
temples m Varanas1 and Mathura. The focus of the overall 
detenoratmg communal situation 1s bemg seen m the 
RamJanmabhoomt/Babn MasJid issue. 
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It will be recalled that durmg the campaign for the Lok 
Sabha election itself, the BJP-RSS-VHP combmation had 
made every preparation for the shilanym at the disputed 
site The then Ra1iv Gandhi Government, with an eye on the 
elections, opportumstically allowed the ntes to be performed 
at the site which the court had decreed to be disputed The 
National Front Government later, however, used its good 
offices m order to wrest a four-month penod postponement 
from the communal forces 

Despite this postponement, the Shankaracharya of 
Dwarakapeeth declared his mtentlon to perform the shilanyas 
once agam on May 7. Considermg the mflammatory conse
quences that this would have had, the UP Janata Dai gov
ernment headed by Shn Mulayam Smgh Yadav prevented 
this by arrestmg those mdulgmg m such activity mcludmg 
the Shankaracharya himself It is sigmficant to note that it 
was the Congress(I) m U P which orgamzed pubhc protests 
agamst the arrest of the Shankaracharya This bold and cor
rect step by the U P Government is a refreshmg change 
from the earher Ra1iv led Congress(I) Governments at the 
Centre and States m deahng with such a highly charged 
provocative movement 

Though this timely action prevented the shilanym and 
the consequent mflammatory communal situation that this 
would have created, senous preparations are now under way 
for the construction of the temple by demohshmg the mosque 
The Shankaracharyas and other religious heads also "have 
been mob1hzed for these preparations 

A most dangerous situation has been created which will 
have disastrous consequences for communal harmony m the 
country Combmed with the secess1001st activities m Kashmir, 
PunJab and Assam, an extremely grave situation has been 
created which threatens the umty and mtegnty of our coun
try The Left and secular forces are duty bound m this situ
ation to umte and launch a countrywide campaign m the 
defence of national umty and agamst the activities of both 
the ma1onty and mmonty communahsm 
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Punjab 
Notwithstanding the change m the manner of dealmg with 
the national problems adopted by the VP Singh Govern
ment, proceeding on the assumption that these can be solved 
through a consensus, the s1tuat1on m Punjab contmues to 
remam as tense The Sikh extremists contmue to carry on 
thetr campaign of destruction and violence The d1v1s1ons 
w1thm the Akah groups and the lack of courage on the part 
of these factions to jOtn hands with secular forces contmues 
to allow the extremists to carry on their campaign unhm
dered S1mranj1t Mann, leader of one of these factions openly 
supporting the secess1omsts, went to the extent of seekmg 
U N mtervent1on by demanding the holdmg of a pleb1sc1te 
for the nght of self-determmat1on of the Sikhs m Punjab 
and declared that the Sikhs wdl not support India m case of 
a war with Pakistan. It 1s only the Left forces, m which the 
CPl(M) 1s playmg an important role, that have heroically 
resisted, at the expense of many a martyr, the extremist 
challenge. Whtie a big section of the people are disgusted 
with the terronst act1vtt1es, few are prepared to face the 
consequences of open resistance. 

Prolonged President's Rule m the State and the develop
ment of vested mterest m the adm1mstrat1on has created 
cond1t1ons where the situation continues to detenorate The 
lack of poht1cal handling accompamed by admm1strat1ve 
h1ghhandedness and harassment 1s preventing the people from 
bemg mob1hzed for a poht1cal solution. 

Our Party has for long been consistently advocating that 
the solution to the Punjab problem should be based on the 
umted approach by all secular forces which will rest on 
three factors that have to be simultaneously implemented 
Fust, admm1strative measures for curbmg extremist act1v1-
t1es Secondly, a pohttcal campaign to draw the mass of the 
people mto action agamst secess1omst elements and thudly, 
a pohttcal solution to be evolved on the basis of the Raj1V
Longowal Accord. It 1s the umted mob1hzat1on of the Sikh 
and non-Sikh masses m Punjab agamst the extremists, their 
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mentors abroad and their supporters m various Akah fac
t10ns on these Imes, that can create conditions for a political 
solution of the problem 

Kashmir 

The situation m the Kashmir Valley contmues to deteriorate 
followmg the recent murder of Mirwaiz Farooq Though the 
VP Smgh Government took m1ttattve to consult the major 
pohttcal parties m order to evolve a solution to the Kashmtr 
problem, the National Front Government has refused to heed 
the Left's pos1tton regardmg the appomtment of Jagmohan 
as the Governor The contmuous bunglmg m tackling the 
issue has contributed to the deterioration Instead of seekmg 
the support of the National Conference and Farooq Abdullah 
m f1ghtmg the Pak1stam backed secess1001sts, the Governor 
chose to dissolve the Assembly, thus ahenatmg this very 
section whose mvolvement 1s crucial at evolvmg a pohtlcal 
solutton to the problem. The Committee that was formed 
under the chamnanship of George Fernandes mitially could 
not function for several weeks. Jagmohan proceeded on the 
assumption that the problem can be solved with the exclu
sive use of adm1mstrattve-pohce measures. The recall of 
J agmohan was correctly necessitated by the detenoratmg 
situation followmg the Mirwa1z's murder and the pohce finng 
on his funeral procession. An mtegrated approach combm
mg political and adm1mstrattve measures 1s required m 
Kashmtr. The National Front Government has to urgently 
address itself to this task 

Assam 

The escalahon of extremist activities of the ULFA poses yet 
another threat to the umty and mtegnty of our country Its 
unbnddled campaign of murder, extorllon and loot has cre
ated a situation of terror m some parts of the State The 
ULFA has virtually become the effective authonty capable 
of dictatmg the terms. Although a constituent of the Nauonal 
Front, the AGP and its Government m Assam are unable to 
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control the ~ ,.-di JI i'eC!lo:n :pmt.ecting the ULFA 
extremi..~ ~ .&~-irieF :r~ JI p-HVC threat to the whole 
Sonh-~ ir::ocm ,.rl 'the paL~ danger of escalation 
of in~, J&.~"J:ltl :iD .AEf;liill.., .!l:.ag.tilimd and .Manipur. 
Some-~ apm:.za:mm Tu.e :the ..All Af;fiam Tribal S tu

dents • \:1!ll).Oll,, lrlci .J....11:1lll S:u:lemi;"' VnitJ.11 eic, are al~ raising 
their ¥Olmn.ecr lfm'"'..%11.. Tie .bmtp dam outbreak of ethnic 
violence caa a ~-lltaiie i!J. lil..e}y, b d.e meanwhile the 1<>· 

lution to the .Jlf"".mD.:m of the Sr.dot.~ w remain elu~ive. 

Graves~ 

Both on the ummJurui.1 ~ ... ~u at~ !(A d~ r~ii1mal ~nd tthttk 
issues the ~ K ~'f ~)I~ mo'~ ~' ,..,,.,_ .. lht! u = 

tremist actn~ a J. i:.. t'..w;~ ~ .A~~:¥m ~01i;;11l!~t th~ 
very unity and ~1 d ow ~,,vwy. 11,..; ~~,i;l;;t;1m uf 
inflammatory~ p..-~~ ~ Q,..; P'*-"ti•I llita>Jll~ 
of mass mobiliulW. u. ~ ~~ ~~ P'~mt # t,,..,,. 
challenge to communal h4'tmtJ#1, ~ t1111•1 #llJ# ,,,,_..~nty 
of India. 

It is in the b"'kgmun4 of ff~~ ~'t~~11m~·nf4f #11_,# um 
Party took the initi4'ttve w r;,~ .,,,,,~ fJ1~•l~1 H~ '-"''' J114#ll•
and later individuc.1~ from '1ftJll!f JJ•IH~• fi# emllt"'""' If t~m. 
vention again•t comrmm1di~m 11114 ~t,,.,,m~m Htl Mtf~ :H 
The sponwn of lhi• c;1mwrn111m tod.,,,_.4 •11tt1J1 HJ•tttli,.;t• ~it 
the Janau Dt.J aruJ lh~ Omt.'1t~~llJ. ,., ,,,. I ~tf ,, .. ,11,.._ ~tOl'i\t 
that while d..e Cof1t,t-:~~ "'"~~~ ,.,~ ;m ~ J1m1t f1~ fl!Hlii 111 .. H 
organizatilAJ ttul~ # ~1~1p J1t111•j. '''lffl Jiit w1hH.,;~ WI t-•ml 

munali'tn. d~ Ji.;:,.1.-;,~•op #~ ~1H viu~'''if1t 01• ~111~•N11111l«I 
policy, Tht' I~ t.~;# tf~lff, flfof! I "rl1;:1•~-~JI) 111~µ•d HldHl<'I f111i 

arre1t elf StmJi'M.w,~ J~ .. '1~· e"#!n-ittH11-,.. ,._,, H1,.. ~l;."'l>·H~I 
undemandmi •41 rM M-~11iMI fti~.w.; 1Hrl ,;~ ~111tt In r>-1~1~ 
and with Che MAr.jilMI l~""t·~ fN ·1~>1J ,t1~y ·th• ~ •n ~~nll>-~ 
will, therdo,~1 ~,.~ w e~-'H-•w> ,~,,,. ~n-1111• ~,v1n~1 H1i. 
Congre"HJ't f;'A~-y 6'1 ~"'~~"'1'4 11/hW!;.• .YJl'N 01k ~~.·111 
~unal parf~•1 ~"t~~ \W'~f~ t~f~H·t .YlfJ~ ~>.>-Nii.·~ llPft 
vaducsl' ''" fh4 ~~ M ~irf.y.l.1.: trtJt·tfl~ 1->-mm11n:vl1~1n HIPf 
sepcsrar1tm. l•o~ #~,j., f>.11 ~!f<ifM't l~t-41 ~N'I l:t!J;'-1 ;;;.;)/;;11~ 
v.,1 x~m i-
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of the people 10 the struggle for the umty and 10tegnty of 
our country today demands from our Party and the Left and 
secular forces to vigorously mob1hze the people aga10st the 
communal and secess1omst elements 

Ananda Marg 

In recent months, the Ananda Marg has stepped up its vio
lent act1v1ties 10 Puruha d1stnct of West Bengal where 1t has 
its headquarters This has led to a number of clashes with 
the local people who resist theu landgrabb10g activ1ties 
The Ananda Margis killed two school teachers who were 
attend10g a meet10g A big campaign was launched through 
the media by the Ananda Marg aga10st the CPI(M) and the 
Left Front Government falsely accus10g them of terronzmg 
thelf orgamzat1on The exposure of the Ananda Marg con
splTacy to kill CPI(M) leaders after the arrest of two of their 
men m Amntsar by the BSF with a consignment of arms 
smuggled 10 from Pakistan reveals the diabolical nature of 
this orgamzallon The Home M101ster 10 his statement to 
Parliament has warned aga10st the activ1ties of this pseudo
rehg1ous orgamzation 

The Ananda Marg has activ1ties all over the country. They 
have targetted Jyotl Basu for attack The Party 10 the entlfe 
country must be v1g1lant about thelf nefanous designs and 
expose thelf 110ks with foreign agencies Theu disruptive 
acttv1ties must be exposed before the people. 

Tripura 

With the change of Government at the Centre, while the 
pohttcal situation has shown some improvement 10 Tnpura 
the Congress(l)'s murderous attacks aga10st the CPl(M) and 
its cadres cont10ue Operat10g under extremely difficult con
d1ttons the CPI(M) has been able, despite v1c1ous threats, to 
mob1hze over a lakh of people 10 the 'Jail Bharo' ag1tatton 
aga10st the antI-people pohc1es of the Congress(l)-TUJS 
Government 10 Tnpura This action has brought 10to sharp 
focus the prevad10g mass mood 10 Tnpura which is nsmg 
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m strong protest agamst the strong-arm measures of the 
Congress(l)-TUJS Government and its pohce m the state 
Though the TUJS 1s part of the coahllon, the hard-won 
nghts of the tnbal community are bemg threatened The 
forthcommg elections to the Autonomous D1stnct Council 
assume great s1gmf1cance m this hght The Congress(!) 1s 
makmg full preparations to create violent disturbances and 
thus attempt to disrupt these elections 

Andhra Pradesh 

The six months smce the Congress(!) took over the Govern
ment m the State has seen the worsenmg of the situation on 
all fronts The Congress(!) has begun undomg whatever ht
tle gams the people received due to the beneficial pohc1es 
that the earher TDP Government pursued Some of the welfare 
schemes have been withdrawn without of course mtroducmg 
any smgle new welfare measure The enhanced water cess 1s 
bemg collected by coercion The Mandal system 1s bemg 
scrapped and the hated Patel-Patwan system 1s sought to be 
remtroduced Nepotism and corruphon are on the nse All 
these are 1mposmg greater burdens on the people of the 
State The Congress(!) Government is shamelessly ut1hzmg 
a section of the Naxahtes to browbeat the Left and demo
crahc Oppos1t1on which ~s orgamzmg protests agamst the 
anti-people pohc1es 

The law and order situation 1s markedly declmmg m the 
State Innumerable CPI(M) cadres have been mvolved m 
false cnmmal cases and the harassment contmues The de
tenorat1on of the overall law and order situation and the 
open conmvance of the Congress(!) Government with sec
tions of the Naxahtes has created a situation where there is 
a virtual collapse of admm1strat1on m some d1stncts. Open 
terronst1c act1v1hes of the People's War Group contmue to 
impose mnumerable suffermgs on the people The CPl(M) 
is bemg made a special target of such attacks Our Party has 
taken the m1t1at1ve m mob1hzmg people agamst such rapid 
detenorat1on of the s1tuahon 
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Centre-State Relations 

Makmg a break from the earlier Congress(!) policies the 
N ahonal Front Government has taken welcome steps m the 
sphere of Centre-State relations The attitude to the State 
Governments which was marked by a tendency for over
centrahzat1on and autocratic rule under the Congress(I) 1s 
bemg changed There 1s a refreshing change m the attitude 
of the Nat10nal Front Government towards the Left Front 
Governments which under the Congress(I) rule were bla
tantly d1scnmmated agamst The present government has 
constituted the Inter-State Council, which was a long-stand
mg demand of our Party This gives the opportumty for the 
State Governments to play an active role m the solution of 
the problems concerning thetr relations with the Centre as 
well as thelf own This prov1S1on had remained boned m the 
Constitution for the last forty years under the Congress 
Governments 

The umty and mtegnty of our multinational country can 
be strengthened only on the basis of recogmzmg the genu
ine leg1umate interests of the vanous nationahties and eth
mc groups that mhab1t our country The social and pohtical 
fabnc that umtes our country must take mto account these 
diversities In vanous parts of our country tnbal and ethmc 
movements are gomg on Reactionary forces are attempting 
to misdirect these on secessiomst Imes The genume demo
cratic content of these movements must be recogmzed and 
accepted and a solution sought by providing these areas 
autonomy withm the States. 

People's Issues 

The National Front Government has mittated discussions 
with the mdustnal workers, peasants, agncultural workers, 
youth, women and students m order to formulate pohcies 
takmg mto account the demands of the vanous sections 
The Pnme Minister himself was present m these meetings 
This 1s a welcome step but 1s still a long way to go m 
concretizmg the policies m this dlfection 
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Whtie the declSlon to prepare a legislation for workers' 
part1c1pat1on m management and the right to work are 
welcome, tt must be noted that this government dtd not 
hesitate to mvoke the hated ESMA m relation to the recent 
stnke m the 011 mdustry The National Front Government 
mvoked ESMA despite its election pledge It was, however, 
forced to withdraw w1thm two days after the Left pressure 
Despite ESMA, however, the strike was 75 per cent success
ful On many other fronts the government 1s draggmg its 
feet m reversmg the v1ct1m1zat1on and repression of workers 
dunng the earher Congress(I) regime. Industrial closures 
and lockouts are on the nse. The National Front Govern
ment must mtervene to protect the nghts of the workers 

In this background 1t 1s necessary that our Party take the 
m1t1at1ve m exposmg the government's vac1llat1on on work
mg class issues and alongw1th other Left forces mobthze 
the people agamst the ant1-workmg class measures. 

Steps bemg taken for the mtroduct1on of reforms m the 
electoral system, the Lok Pal Bill and Prasar Bharat1 Bill 
are md1cat1ve of the moves desired to put mto effect the 
promises 1t had made to the people m its election manifesto. 

However, we must reahze the serious hm1tat1ons in the 
pohc1es and practices of the National Front Government. 
Whtie our uncond1t1onal support to this government remams 
on the 1mplementat1on of its own election mamfesto, our 
Party realizes that its approach to soc10-econom1c issues 
remams basically the same as that of the earlier Congress(I) 
Governments Whtie extendmg wholehearted support to all 
pos1t1ve m1t1at1ves that this Government undertakes, 1t 1s the 
task of our Party and the Left and secular forces to expose 
the shortcommgs and rally the people agamst any anti-peo
ple pohc1es and practices 

Economic Situation 

The first Railway and General Budget of the National Front 
Government could not make a break with the old Congress 
pohc1es, which has caused acute discontent among the people 
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It is true that the new Government had mhented the eco
nomic mess created by the previous Congress(!) Govern
ment The economic situation is extremely difficult and the 
budget had to contend with this problem. Yet there were 
widespread expectations that the National Front Government 
would make a begmnmg to reverse the old pohc1es The 
steep hike m petrol and diesel pnces and the mcrease m 
freight and postal rates were bound to add to the mflatton
ary pressures and affect the people's hvmg cond1ttons. The 
budget moreover made no senous attempt to alter the meqmtous 
taxation structure and the share of dtrect taxes has remamed 
static. Indirect taxes has remamed at the very high level of 
85 per cent. The overall def1c1t is projected to be Rs. 7206 
crores which is bound to go up further. 

The impact of the budget has worsened the pnce s1tuatton 
as apprehended. The pnces of all essential commodities, 
especially sugar, tea and edible otls, have shot up. The pnces 
of other manufactured goods are also gomg up. The issue 
pnce of wheat has been mcreased by Rs. 30 per qumtal 
which will affect the ration pnces. The wholesale pnce mdex 
has been mcreasmg for all commodities contmuously in the 
past four months For the eighteenth successive week, the 
mdex has been nsmg and it stood at 173.1 on May 5, 1990. 
This is an 8.7 per cent mcrease over the same correspondmg 
penod last year Pnce nse has become the major problem 
facmg the people m their struggle to mamtam their hveh
hood m recent months 

The National Front Government has to take urgent steps 
to curb pnce nse and strengthen the pubhc d1stnbut1on sys
tem. Despite the urgmg of the Left parties and other organ1-
zat1ons the Fmance Bill has been adopted without any major 
rehef given to the people such as reduction m diesel pnce 
and s1mtlar measures to curb the pnce nse. 

The CPI(M) urges upon the National Front to redeem its 
election pledge of wa1vmg loans to small and margmal farmers 
not exceedmg rupees ten thousand 

Vanous pohcy measures have been announced by the 
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economic mmistnes which indicate that the National Front 
contemplates no change in the hberahzation pohcy of the 
previous Government Steps are bemg taken to allow pnvate 
enterpnses further mto the core sector such as the steel 
mdustry Many assurances are bemg given to relax MRTP 
Regulations for fresh mvestments by big busmess The re
cently announced Export-pohcy 1s weighted m favour of big 
export firms The Industnes Mm1ster has also promised further 
concessions to foreign mvestors In a speech to the World 
Economic Forum at New Delhi last month, he promised to 
relax the restnct1ons on the quantum of foreign capital that 
can be mvested in an enterprise and removing the present 
hmits He has also declared that Government cannot take 
over sick umts. There 1s also the renewed talk begun dunng 
Ra11v Gandhi's regime of selhng shares of public sector 
compames to employees and others. These md1cate growing 
pnvat1zat1on which will be detnmental to the pubhc sector. 
There are mcreasmg mdications that the World Bank-IMF 
dictated hne of hberahzauon will be contmued. If this trend 
persists, the National Front Government wtll find It 1mpos
s1ble to fulfill its election mamfesto pledges and the effects 
of these pohc1es are bound to generate widespread discon
tent amongst the people. 

The Left and democratic forces would therefore have to 
make 1t clear that they propose to fight these pohc1es Inde
pendent mob1hzat1on of the people on the basis of their 
demands and orgamzmg mass struggles 1s the imperative 
need for the Left and democratic forces 

The gravity of the economic situation should not be 
uhderestimated The approach for the 8th Plan has been 
finalized and further conclusions about the direction of the 
economic policy can be made only after studymg 1t. In the 
meantime, takmg advantage of the difficult economic s1tu
auon U S impenahsm has mcreased Its pressure on India to 
open the economy further to foreign capital The mvokmg 
of Super 301 Clause agamst India once agam by the U.S 
adm1mstrat1on, after droppmg Japan and Brazil from the hst 
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1s a threat which will have senous consequences The National 
Front Government has taken a firm stand refusmg to nego
tiate under this threat which has evoked wide support from 
all sections of the people But the danger should not be 
underestimated smce the pressures are gomg to mount, as 
seen m the IMF decision to tighten the terms for lendmg 
and recovery of duties Vigilance has to be mamtamed to 
see that the Government does not succumb to such pressures. 

Care should, however, be taken that the mdependent 
mobihzatlon of the workmg people by the Left and demo
cratic forces does not help the Congress(!) Oppos1t1on which 
has no sense of shame m attackmg the National Front Gov
ernment for pursumg the same soc10-econom1c pohc1es as 
they (Congress(!) leaders) had been pursumg when they were 
ID power. The thrust of the Left cnt1c1sm of the National 
Front Government's soc10-econom1c pohc1es should be that 
they are a cont1Duat1on of the anti-people pohc1es of the 
earher Congress(!) Governments. That 1s why Left parties 
umtedly orgamzed, on May 16, 1Ddependent ralhes and dem
onstrations aga1Dst the National Front Government's soc10-
economic pohc1es which are a contmuat1on of the Congress(!) 
Government's pohcies. 

Inner Congress(!) Divisions 

An important development of this penod 1s the emergence 
of pohcy differences and the mtens1ficat1on of factional 
confhcts ID the Congress(!) party. Although suffenng from 
the biggest electoral defeats ID the Lok Sabha and Assembly 
elections, the leadership has so far been unable to give the 
Congress(!) ranks a plausible explanation for the reasons 
why the electorate threw the party out. Insistent demands 
are therefore be1Dg raised that the leadership should make a 
complete self-cntlcism and that the pohcies pursued should 
be reviewed. Voices are be1Dg raised that the opportumst 
alhances such as with the Mushm League m Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu, TUJS m Tnpura and the concession given to 
Hmdu communahsts on RamJanmabhoomi should be 
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abandoned The leadership itself is obliged to make 1t ap
pear as if it is m favour of a firm pohcy of struggle agamst 
communahsm The mass satyagraha that they orgamzed on 
May 10 and the anti-communal convention orgamzed on 
May 19 are mstances These by themselves however, cannot 
restore to the Congress leadership any credibility that it is 
openmg a new chapter The impact of this on the orgamzat10n 
is shown by such developments as the formation of the 
Congress Forum of Action and the resignation of the vet
eran leader Umashankar Dikshit from the Congress(!). 

Inner Janata Dai Situation 
The mtemal squabbles and mfight10g withm the Janata Dai 
particularly over the Meham issue have considerably affected 
its credibility and contributed to erodmg of confidence of 
the masses 10 its leadership. The resignation of Chautala 1s 
a welcome development which will repair the damage to 
some extent. While the people's anti-Congress mood cont10-
ues, the Janata Dai leadership will have to make more ef
forts 10 umfymg themselves on the basic problems affectmg 
our nation. This is the only way that they can prevent any 
alienation of the masses from their Government. 

The situation facmg the country and the people is 10deed 
very grave. Communal challenge, the separatist challenge 
are combmed by mtensification of caste conflicts m many 
parts of the country Even the exercise of the fundamental 
nght of franchise is becommg mcreasmgly more difficult 
through widespread nggmg and mtim1dation, as witnessed 
10 Amethi and Tnpura earlier and more recently m Meham 
The cnmmahzat1on of politics, the unbndled use of muscle 
power m runnmg daily admm1strat1on, the degeneration of 
the law keepmg forces as reflected m the recent gang-rape 
of Bodo women by the police, are mamfestations of the 
deepenmg cnsis of the bourgeois-landlord class rule. 

In this background the umty of the Left, democratic and 
secular forces acquires added importance To achieve this it 
is essential to further strengthen Left unity both for functiomng 
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ms1de the leg1slat1ve bodies as well as to mob1hze the peo
ple outside In order to strengthen Left umty 1t 1s absolutely 
essential that the mdependent act1v1t1es of our Party must be 
strengthened The CPI(M) should be m the forefront cham
p1onmg the people's struggle and rallymg them agamst the 
m1senes bemg imposed by the soc10-econom1c conditions 

The present situation bestows a big respons1b1hty on our 
Party Only by strengthenmg our mdependent activity and 
forgmg Left umty as the basis for strengthenmg Left, demo
cratic and secular forces can we fulfil this respons1b1hty. It 
1s by this that we can brmg about a change m the correla
tion of class forces ms1de the country in which the Left, 
democratic and secular forces are strengthened and the com
munal, anti-national forces are weakened. This can be done 
only by unleashmg mass movements m the mterest of the 
workmg class and the todmg mdhons and launchmg a vig
orous campaign agamst communahsm and in defence of na
tional umty. 



On Certain Political-Ideological Issues 
Related to Developments in Some 
Socialist Countries* 
(Adopted by the Central Committee of the CPI(M) in 
its meeting held in New Delhi from May 28 to 31, 1990) 

The 1Dtemattonal Commumst movement today ts faced with 
a serious cnsis The ongo1Dg events ID the East European 
countnes constitute a big setback for world Sociahsm The 
developments tak1Dg place ID the Soviet Umon are a cause for 
deep concern and anxiety to all Commumsts and supporters 
of Socialism. After seventytwo years of the existence of the 
USSR, separatist movements are ra1s1Dg their heads L1thua
ma has openly declared its 1Dtentton to secede, a compromise 
however, 1s sought to be worked out. The economic situation 
ts m a disarray of cns1s proportions leadmg to mass discon
tent The problem arismg m implementmg the reforms are 
add1Dg to the prevatl1Dg confusion and caus1Dg further anxiety. 

These developments have placed the mtemat1onal Com
mumst movements m a difficult and extremely complicated 
situation Many Commumst parties m Europe are losmg 
their class moormgs East European parties have changerl 
their names by adopt1Dg 'social democracy'. The Itahan Com
munist Party has moved further nght from its Euro~Commu
mst position and has dropped the word 'Commumst' from 
its name These developments are havmg thetr negative impact 
on other Commumst parties m the world, mcludmg those m 
the Third World countries 

Gloatmg over these developments 1mperiahsm and the 
forces of world react10n have unleashed a massive propa
ganda bhtz agamst Commumsts and Sociahsm The world 

•Published as a booklet m June, 1990 
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ts entermg mto a penod of a fiercer struggle between the 
forces of 1mpenahsm and Sociahsm m vanous spheres It 
is, therefore, necessary that a deeper anaJys1s of these devel
opments be undertaken, m the hght of Marx1st-Lemmst un
derstandmg, drawmg correct conclusions and lesson and on 
that basis umfy our Party 

Differences in the International 
Communist Movement 

The post-World War II penod was witness to many differ
ences m the mternational Communist movement These were 
based on the divergent assessments of the correlation of 
class forces at different pomts of ttme, both at the mtema
ttonal and national level 

Followmg the victory over fascism, which was a great 
histonc event after the October Revolution, an erroneous 
understandmg had emerged m some parties that the change 
m the correlation of forces on the world scale warrants a 
change m the forms of struggle m carrying out the social 
transformation m different countnes Earl Browder, the GeneraJ 
Secretary of the Communist Party of USA, had advocated 
that the alliance forged by the four powers m the War, would 
contmue after the defeat of fascism Totally 1gnonng the 
1rreconcdable contrad1ct1on between 1mpenahsm and Soc1al-
1sm, he argued that the process of soc1ahst transformation 
would be peaceful and evolutionary Hence, he concluded 
that there 1s no longer a need for the vanguard party of the 
workmg class to organize and lead the revolution Such an 
understandmg culmmated with the Communist Party of USA 
under Browder's leadership convertmg itself mto a club 
There was only one dissentmg voice, that of Wiiham Foster 
The French Commumst leader Duclus, supported by the 
Commumsts m other countnes, raised protest agamst such 
a hqu1dattonist concept, which finally led to the expulsion 
of Browder The CPUSA once agam ralhed around revolu
tionary pnnc1ples At that moment, such tendencies were 
seen m some other quarters also 
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CPSU's Twentieth Congress 
Followmg the Twentieth Congress of the CPSU, differences 
once agam arose m the mtemat1onal Commumst movement 
leadmg to senous mner-party struggles m many Commumst 
parties The advocacy of peaceful coexistence, peaceful tran
sition and peaceful compet1t1on by the CPSU leadership under 
Khrushchev diverted the Commumst movement from its revo
lutionary path The d1stort1on of the Lemmst concept of 
peaceful coexistence and the advocacy of peaceful transition 
threw the door open for rev1s1omsm and class collaboration 
of the worst kmd 

As a consequence, many a Communist Party was virtu
ally decimated The Commumst movements m the develop
mg world, hke m Egypt, Sudan, Iraq as well as m other 
countnes were all victims of this revmomst onslaught that 
left the mtemat1onal Commumst movement weakened 

This was combmed with an unhistorical evaluation of the 
role of Joseph Stahn The CPl(M) rejects the approach which 
m the name of correctmg the personality cult 1s negatmg the 
history of Soc1ahsm The uncontestable contnbuuon of Joseph 
Stalm m defence of Lemmsm, agamst Trotsky1sm and other 
1deolog1cal deviations, the butldmg of Soc1ahsm m the USSR, 
the victory over fascism and the reconstruction of the war
ravaged Soviet Umon enablmg it to acqmre enough strength 
to check impenahst aggressive moves are merasable from 
the history of Soc1ahsm 

A prolonged debate on crucial issues dividmg the mter
national Commumst movement begun by the Twentieth CPSU 
Congress was sought to be resolved with the declaration 
adopted at the 1957 Conference Whtie s1xtyone parties at
tended this conference, the declaration was issued m the 
name of twelve rulmg Commumst Parties But w1thm two 
years differences agam cropped up In this background, the 
mtemattonal conference of e1ghtyone Commumsts and Workers 
Parties held m Moscow m 1960 produced a document which 
sought to resolve these controversies and provide a gmde
hne for the world Commumst movement 



286 Documents of The Communist Movement m India 

The umty thus forged was once agam shorthved Open 
polemics started between the CPSU and the CPC. This led 
to a spht m the mtematlonal Communist movement The 
CPC which opposed nght rev1s10msm soon became victim 
of Left adventurous deviation culmmatmg m the 'Cultural 
Revolution' and leadmg to many other deviations which had 
disastrous consequences for the world Commumst movement 

Formation of CPI(M) 
The struggle agamst revisiomsm m the Indian Commumst 
movement culmmated in the format10n of the CPl(M) m 
1964. The CPl(M) was umted pnmanly on the strategy 
and tactics of the Indian revolution The CPl(M) programme 
mcluded adherence to the revolutionary understandmg of 
the 1957 and 1960 documents Para 118 of the Programme 
states: " ........ Our Party firmly upholds the Statement of 
representatives of 81 Marx1st-Lenm1st Parties held m 
Moscow 10 November 1960, as also the earher Declaration 
of 1957 which embody the revolutionary analysis of the 
present world situation. These two great Marxist-Lemmst 
documents are an mvaluable gmde for all Commumsts, 
the workmg class and all progressive forces the world over. 
The Commumst Party of India upholds the revolutionary 
principles of these two documents and defends the punty 
of Marx1sm-Le01msm, guarding itself agamst the danger 
of all revisiomst and dogmatic deviations ...... " 

The discussion on the differences m the mtemattonal 
Commumst movement could not be taken up immediately 
because for nearly two years after the formation of CPl(M) 
the overwhelming maJonty of the leadership was under 
detention m pnson. After thetr release a thorough mner
party discussion was orgamzed. These issues were finally 
chnched at the Burdwan Plenum m 1968. It must be noted 
that m the umted party, m 1963, we who formed the CPI(M) 
had advocated a thorough mner-party discussion m order to 
umfy the Party given the gravity of the issues. This was 
rejected by the then dommant leadership 
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Euro-Communism 
In the early seventies, yet another dev1at1on arose m the 
mtemat1onal Communist movement That of Euro-Commu
nism Many European Communist Parties were affected by 
the right-rev1S1onist outlook They openly advocated thetr 
views m the Berlm Conference of twentynine Communist 
and Workers Parties of Europe held m June 1976 The Poht 
Bureau of the CPl(M) adopted a statement on the dehbera
tlons of this conference This clearly demarcated our pos1-
tton on the baste Marxist-Leninist concepts hke proletarian 
intemat1onahsm. the d1ctatorsh1p of the proletariat, social 
democracy and the trans1t1on to Socialism We reiterated 
our adherence to Marxism-Leninism 

The Euro-Communist deviation was JUSllfied by its pro
ponents as necessary to attract large sections of the people 
behind the Communist Parties However, on the contrary, all 
these parties declined m terms of electoral support and 
influence 

Recent Developments 

After an interval of over a decade, the recent developments 
in certain Socialist countries, leading to a s1tuat1on of crisis, 
are naturally generating controversies m the mtematlonal 
Communist movement The CPl(M) Central Committee re
acting to these developments from time to time adopted 
resolution on various issues that emerged the May and 
August 1988 resolutions on certam 1deolog1cal issues and 
on the developments in the Soviet Union, the resolutions of 
the Thirteenth Party Congress, the July and October 1989 
resolutions on the developments in China, and Poland and 
Hungary, and, the Poht Bureau statement on the develop
ments m East European countries 

While we reacted to these events, we had deferred a fuller 
and deeper mner-party discuss10n of these developments mamly 
because of two factors Fustly, the general elections to the 
Lok Sabha and later to the Assembhes had engaged the 
whole Party m a big poht1cal battle Secondly, m order to 
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enable us to make an indepth study of these developments 
the Poht Bureau/Central Committee decided to send a del
egation of our Party to discuss with the CPSU, CPC, Work
ers Party of Korea and the Japanese Commumst Party 

The CPI(M) from its inception had to carry on a fierce 
struggle agamst revisionism and dogmatism. Dunng this penod 
of 25 years, the CPI(M) was guided by its mdependent 
judgement on the basis of the fundamental pnnc1ples of 
Marx1sm-Lemmsm and from its own experience It 1s the 
same approach that continues to guide the CPI(M) m as
sessmg the ongoing developments m the socialist countnes 
and the 1mphcat1ons they have for the strategy and tactics of 
the world Commumst movement. 

In order to do so, 1t 1s necessary to begin by self-cnt1-
cally examming and reassessing the changes that have taken 
place m the mternatlonal situation smce the l 960's and the 
consequences that these have on our understanding m rela
t10n to the one presented m the 1957 and 1960 documents. 

Changes in the International Situation 

The 1957 and 1960 documents descnbed the mam content 
of our epoch as "the triumph of Soc1ahsm and Commumsm 
on a world scale". The 1960 document contmued, "the ttme 
1s not far off when Soctahsm's share of world production 
will be greater than that of cap1tabsm ...... cap1tahsm will be 
defeated ID the dec1s1ve sphere of human endeavour, the 
sphere of matenal product10n..... The world cap1tahst sys
tem 1s go1Dg through an intense process of d1smtegratton 
and decay. The most developed cap1tahst country has be
come a country of the most distorted m1htar1st economy ... 
Cap1tahsm impedes more and more the ach1vements of modem 
science and technology, m the interests of social progress ..... . 
A new stage has begun ID the development of the general 
cns1s of cap1tahsm ..... " 

Three major conclusions were drawn from such an as
sessment First, Socialism is gomg to surpass cap1tahsm, in 
the sphere of matenal production, m a short time. Secondly, 
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cap1tahsm is gomg through an mtense process of d1smtegrat1on 
Thirdly, cap1tahsm impedes more and more the use of achieve
ments of science and technology All these combmed to 
form the basis for dep1ctmg a new stage 1 e , the third stage 
m the general cns1s of cap1tahsm It was elaborated that the 
cap1tahst cns1s was not hm1ted to the economic sphere alone 
as the earher penod1c cns1s of cap1tahsm, but envelops the 
pohtlcal, cultural and 1deolog1cal spheres as well On this 
basis, 1t was v1suahzed that the revolutionary movement m 
different countries 1s bound to advance culmmatmg m the 
collapse of the world cap1tahst system 

Such an assessment was made on the basis of the devel
opments of the s1xt1es the collapse of the colonial system, 
aggravation of world social contrad1ct1ons and the advances 
of the soc1ahst countnes m different spheres But 1t did not 
take mto account the poss1b1ht1es of cap1tahsm makmg use 
of every available means, particularly, neo-colomal explo1-
tat1on for its development. Further, 1t ignored the fact that 
while Soc1ahsm has advanced m relatively backward coun
tnes, the mam citadels of cap1tahsm remamed mtact. World 
cap1tahsm was therefore still capable of ut1hzmg the ad
vances of scientific and technological revolution for its growth 
despite the contmuatlon of the general cns1s of the system. 

The general cns1s of cap1tahsm was, m retrospect we can 
say, s1mphst1cally understood as Its 1mmed1ate and total 
collapse The h1stoncal mev1tab1hty of cap1tahsm's collapse 
was understood as Its 1mmmency This was a senous error 
leadmg to the erroneous understandmg of the immediate 
tnumph of Soc1ahsm on a world scale Marx and Engels m 
'the Communist Mamfesto clearly stated "The bourgeois 
cannot exist without constantly revolut1omzmg the mstru
ments of production and thereby the relat10ns of production 
and with them whole relations of society" 

Simultaneously, the expenence of the last two decades of 
Soc1ahst construction also shows that the Soc1ahst countnes 
had passed mto a penod of stagnation, notw1thstandmg the 
tremendous leaps of development that took place earlier 

Vol XXIIl-19 
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Such an assessment of the 1957 and 1960 documents 
prevented a concrete scientific study of the changes which 
were takmg place m the capitalist world as well as m the 
socialist countnes m relation to the development of produc
tive forces This has a bearmg on the assessment of the 
present developments and the long time that 1t took to take 
note of the recent lags m the growth rate of the socialist 
economies which contnbuted to the present cns1s situation 

It must, however, be noted that the USSR had to divert 
a substantial part of its resources to meet the 1mpenahst 
challenges of the cold war and arms dnve. For capitalism, 
mihtansm at a certam stage in its development becomes 
necessary for further economic growth Whlle, for Social
ism, arms expenditure means the corresponding reduction m 
resources available for economic growth especially, consumer 
goods. Whtie lack of timely and correct reforms prevented 
the full ut1hzat1on of Sociahsm's potential, this factor aho 
contnbuted to the lags in growth rates. 

Socialist Advance 

Notw1thstandmg the recent lags, it must be reahzed that the 
October Soc1ahst Revolution in the Soviet Umon ushered m 
a new epoch in the history of mankind. It was a source of 
inspiratton for the world workmg class to intensify its struggle 
for social revolutions in their own countnes and for the 
national hberat1on movement which found in the Soviet Umon 
a firm ally m the struggle against 1mpenahsm. 

The fact that Soc1al1st revolutions tnurnphed m relatively 
backward economies and not in the advanced cap1tahst coun
tries itself, posed innumerable problems. The collosal task 
of ra1smg levels of productive forces and the collective 
consciousness of the people on whose basis the foundations 
of the future soc1al1st states were to rest was a task beset 
with innumerable problems and comphcations. 

Embarking on such an unchartered path in human his
tory, the October Revolution defeatmg 1mpenahst armed 
intervention, its economic blockade and the c1vJI war not 
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only consolidated itself but developed to set an example of 
what a soc1ahst revolution 1s capable of ach1evmg It was 
able to build a strong mdustnal base It put an end to the 
feudal stranglehold on agnculture by guaranteemg land to 
the uller It raised its levels further by orgamzmg state and 
collective farms The establishment of a society endmg the 
exploitation of man by man; the guarantee of the nght to 
work, free education, health, housmg, old age pension~ and 
other social secunty measures which no cap1tahst country 
has been able to fully ensure, s1gmfied an advance of human 
c1v1hzat1on. This was a source of msptrat1on for the toilmg 
people the world over. 

It was because of these advances that the Soviet Umon 
was able to play the leadmg role m mfhctmg a crushmg 
defeat on the world fascist forces The radical change m the 
world correlation of class forces that this brought about 
helped the success of the soc1ahst revolution m the People's 
Republic of Chma, Vietnam, Korea and the collapse of the 
old colomal system. In these countnes that embraced So
c1ahsm, the success story of the USSR was repeated-rapid 
economic development, extension of social services etc. The 
supenonty of the socialist system over the cap1tahst system 
m transformmg backward economies was thus proved. 

In the post-World War II penod the socialist nations emerged 
as a mighty force that mfluenced world developments. They 
were a source of immense help to the national liberation 
movements and contnbuted to the pohtlcal hberat1on of many 
countnes. The map of present-day Asia and Afnca would 
have been different but for the umque contnbutlon of the 
Soviet Umon and other Soctahst countnes. The victory of 
the Korean people, the heroic, prolonged and v1ctonous armed 
struggle of the Vietnamese people and the victory of the 
Cuban revolution could not have been consolidated but for 
the assistance and support of the world soc1ahst commumty, 
particularly the Soviet Umon The economic development 
of the Thtrd World countnes was also m:de possible with 
the soc1ahst assistance that was selflessly rendered. 
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Soc1ahsm's relentless efforts for world peace combmed 
with its advance that broke the nuclear monopoly of USA 
succeeded m checkmg impenahst attempts to blackmail the 
whole world and ensured fortyfive years without a world 
war The achievement of nuclear parity by the Soviet Union 
contnbuted the most m forcmg U S 1mpenahsts to the ne
gottatmg table These developments have inspJTed m1lhons 
of people the world over to the cause of peace and Sociahsm 

Capitalism's Growth-Intensified Exploitation 

While these achievements of Soc1ahsm were on the basis of 
estabhshmg an explo1tat1on-free society, the last two dec
ades of cap1tahst development has not been due only to its 
utthzatton of the scientific and technological revolution It 
has been achieved on the basis of a tremendous exploitation 
of the people and resources of the ThJTd World Evolving 
ever-newer forms of neo-colomal expl01tatton, operatmg 
through multinational corporations which control over 4/ 
Sths of the cap1tahst world's productive forces and mfhct
mg adverse terms of trade against the developing countnes, 
capitahsm on a world scale has been able to register ad
vances This process is nakedly manifested today m the 
conditions of the people of the Thlfd World, the poverty, the 
illiteracy and social depnvatton resulting in back-breaking 
debt. The overall long-term debt of all the developmg coun
tries m 1987 stood at over 1 OOO bilhon dollars. In some 
countnes, the debt accounts for nearly a half of their md1-
v1dual GNP's. These methods of exploitation contmue to 
mtens1fy and as a consequence, the social contrad1ct1on between 
the people of the Thlfd World and 1mpenahsm contmues to 
aggravate. Further, cap1tahsm's post-war growth has been 
marked by m1htansm, the tremendous mcrease m arms ex
penditure and the emergence of the powerful m1htary-mdus
tnal complex m the USA. 

The vanous welfare measures that emerged m the cap1-
tahst countnes, as a response to the soc1ahst challenge m 
the post-war penod were due m the mam to the centunes 
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long struggle of the workmg class m these countnes How
ever, the last few years are witness to growmg attacks on 
the social benefits of the workmg class and the poorer sec
tions. The modernization of production due to the scientific 
and technological reyolut1on was accompamed by a counter
offens1ve of capital to launch attacks on the workmg people 
Unemployment 1s on the nse and has touched an all-time 
high m the post-war penod. In USA for mstance, as com
pared to late seventies the numbers below the poverty hoe 
mcreased from 24 million to 32 m1lhon m 1988 3 5 m1lhon 
are homeless and a fifth of the populatton borders on the 
poverty threshold. In contrast, the top 1 5 per cent own 
nearly 25 per cent of all md1v1dual wealth and top 10 per 
cent own 65 per cent of the nation's wealth Apart from 
.such mcreasmg economic mequahues, the social and moral 
fabnc 1s degeneratmg. Drug abuse, cnmmal act1v1t1es of all 
kmds are on the nse. Cap1tahsm's growth dunng the last 
two decades, therefore, has been at the expense of mtens1-
fymg its mherent nature of expl01tat1on both at home and 
abroad. Cap1tahsm can never be a cns1s free system. 

Epoch of Transition 

While makmg necessary corrections to an assessment of the 
mtemat1onal s1tuat1on as warranted by the developments of 
the last two decades, 1t must be emphasised that the mam 
assessment of the present epoch as that of a transition from 
cap1tahsm to Soc1ahsm on a world scale, which had started 
with the October Revolution, remams fully vahd The pe
nod of transition from cap1tahsm to Soc1ahsm cannot be 
mechamcally and s1mphsucally mterpreted to mean the 1m
med1ate collapse of cap1tahsm or the 1mmed1ate tnumph of 
Soc1ahsm on a world scale The struggle to consolidate 
Soc1ahsm will go through many twists and turns leadmg at 
times to setbacks or reverses. However, the process started 
by the October Revolution, of a h1stoncally determmed, world 
wide trans1t1on 1s, 1rrevers1ble. 

While reassertmg this, we must self-cntlcally accept that 
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two major errors were committed by the mternational 
Commumst movement of which the CPl(M) is an mtegral 
contmgent First, the underesumatlon of the capacity of world 
cap1tahsm to adapt to new cond1t1ons and evolve newer 
methods of neocolomal explo1tallon for its advance This 
was coupled with an overest1mat1on of the 1Dtemational 
revolutionary s1tuallon. 

Secondly, the underesllmallon of rev1siomst and dogmatic 
dev1ations which led to tacllcs that adversely affected the 
strength of the 1Dtemallonal worklDg class movement and 
blunted the edge of the class struggle through the predomi
nance of econom1sm. This was true both ID relation to the 
movement of class struggle on the world scale and the impact 
it had on the collective consciousness of the people m the 
Socialist countries itself. This can be seen ID the rap1d1ty 
with which the rul1Dg Commumst Parties m East Europe 
abdicated their role and embraced social democracy. While 
the objective factors for the 1Dtens1ficat1on of class struggle 
existed, the subjective factor i.e. the degree of organ1zat1on 
and sociahst class consciousness of the workmg class on a 
world scale, was laggmg. 

It must be clearly noted that without the subjective factor 
the Party of the worklDg class, guided by revolutionary ide
ology of Marx1sm-Lemmsm, with hve contact with the as
pirations of the people, organ1z1Dg and leadlDg their strug
gles and ra1smg the collective consciousness of the peo
ple-no revolutionary advance is possible. 

World Social Contradictions 

Changes m the mtemauonal situation, of world cap1tahsm 
and world Socialism cannot lead to the conclusion that the 
fundamental contradictions of our epoch today stand modi
fied. However, the mtemallonal situation where the world 
forces of peace, national mdependence, deomcracy and So
c1al1sm contmue to develop, the methods for the resoluuon 
of some contrad1ct1ons may necessanly vary. The CPI(M) 
Central Committee Resolution of August 1988 has clearly 
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stated our Party's stand on the issue of contradictions and 
expressed our open disagreement with the assessment made 
by the CPSU, on the occasion of the 70th anmversary of the 
October Revoluuon 

In our Thirteenth Congress, we had stated that though 
1mpenahsm was trymg to resolve its contrad1ct1ons with 
Soc1ahsm through a world war, war m the present circum
stances can be nothmg else but a nuclear war, m which no 
one can be the wmner. Under these c1rcumstances, while 
1mpenahsm contmues its war preparations. the mtens1fica
t10n of the central contrad1ct1on of our epoch 1 e between 
1mpenahsm and Soc1ahsm reflects itself m fierce economic 
conflict, the attempt to prevent Socialism's advance on a 
world scale both m1htanly and 1deolog1cally and the con
tinuous attempts to mtemally subvert the soc1ahst countnes. 
The latter aspect can be seen clearly dunng the last one year 
m the developments m the People's Repubhc of Chma and 
m Eastern Europe. 

The sheer existence and strength of Soc1ahsm and the 
possession of nuclear weapons by different countnes deter 
the resolution of the mter-1mpenahst contradiction through 
war But yet, the contradiction contmues to mtens1fy despite 
the emergence of the USA as the dommant mdustnal and 
m1htary power after World War II. It finds expression m the 
economic battles between the impenahst giants, for the 
recarvmg of their respective spheres of mfluence. The ri
valry between the USA, EEC (and withm the EEC between 
West Germany and others) and Japan 1s expressmg itself m 
constant currency and trade wars With the forthcommg 1992 
Integrated Europe these contrad1chons are bound to further 
mtens1fy. The fact that the rates of economic growth m the 
e1ghtees are less than those m the s1xt1es and seventies m 
the cap1tahst countnes will also find expression m the m
tensdicatlon of this contradiction. 

The contrad1ct1on between the Third World countnes 
and 1mpenahsm need no longer necessarily lead to the proc· 
ess of direct colomzat1on as m the pre-war penod. New 
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neo-colomal methods of explo1tat1on, explo1tat1on through 
mult1-nauonal corporations, unfair terms of trade and 
brand1shment contmue as methods of 1mpenahst explo1ta
tton But m certam cases it does not hesitate to embark on 
naked armed mtervention as m the case of Panama recently 
The extent of misery m the developmg countnes can be 
understood by the fact that m the e1ght1es (data provided by 
the World Bank till 1987) the average annual rate of growth 
for all developmg countnes has been mmus 2 6 per cent 
Compare this to the penod 1965-1980 when this figure was 
plus 8 1 per cent. Such an mtens1ficat1on of contrad1ct1on is 
pregnant with the poss1b1httes of fierce people's struggles 
agamst 1mpenahsm. 

The deepemng cns1s of the world cap1tahst order and the 
resultant cuts m the social secunty measures and nsmg 
unemployment creates cucumstances for the mtens1ficat1on 
of the class struggle m the developed capitahst countnes 
The mtens1ficat1on of this contrad1ct1on, however, 1s sought 
to be blunted through the spread of reformist illusion Capi
talism has tremendous capacity to bnbe sizeable sections of 
the workmg class m d1ff erent developed cap1tahst countnes 
It shares a small part of its profit to keep the rule of capital 
thnvmg. 

The CPl(M) Central Committee Resolution of May 1988 
and the Thirteenth Congress Pohtlcal Resolution have reit
erated our assessment that notwithstandmg the changes m 
the mtematlonal situation, the fundamental contrad1ct1ons 
of our epoch contmue to mtens1fy. The changed cucum
stances however impose conditions where the resolution of 
some of these contradictions will necessanly have to vary 

Developments in East European Countries 
It 1s m this background of the intensification of the central 
contradiction of our epoch that we have to assess the devel
opments m the East European countnes. 

The ant1-Commumst upheavals that marked the recent 
developments m East European countnes, the victory of 
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anti-Soc1ahst, nght1st and centrist forces ID the recent elec
tions ID these countnes and the attempts at the restoration 
of cap1tahsm constitute a severe setback to the forces of 
world Soc1ahsm The d1stort1ons and deviations from the 
pnnc1ples of butldmg soc1ahsm leadmg to mass discontent 
has resulted m the ahenatlon of the people from the Com
mumst Parties and the socialist state. This alienation cou
pled with the neglect of ideological work amongst the masses 
by these parties have created conditions that are bemg ex
ploited to the hilt by tmpenahsm and forces of internal 
reaction, thus penmttmg a renewed counter-revolutionary 
offensive on the mtemattonal Commumst movement. 

The East European countries under the Commumst lead
ership after World War II had brought about fundamental 
social transformation endmg the rule of the old explo1tat1ve 
classes and laymg the basis for mult1-dimens1onal Soc1ahst 
advance. Dunng the last four decades, m many of these 
countnes, social secunty of its population had been assured 
and some of them, particularly GDR, registered economic 
advances comparable with or even outstretchmg some cap1-
tahst countnes. However, despite such advances, these states 
fatled to cope up with the ever-growmg asptratlons of the 
people 

Major Distortions in Building Socialism 

However, the recent events reveal that there have been many 
distortions m butldmg of Soc1ahsm and the funct1onmg of 
Socialist states m these countries 

In the sphere of runnmg soc1ahst state and ensunng so
cialist democracy as a higher form of democracy compared 
to bourgeois democracy there were many deformations. The 
concept of proletanan d1ctatorsh1p was reduced to the d1c
tatorsh1p of the party and this at times to the d1ctatorsh1p of 
the leading cotene of the party. Tuts resulted m the growth 
of bureaucratism and m the vtolatton of c1vll hbert1es and 
democratic nghts. There were d1stort1ons m the 1mplemen
tatton of the pnnc1ple of democratic centrahsm wtthm the 
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party Instead of drawmg larger and larger sections of the 
people and ensunng their participation m the spheres of 
social and political activity, these distortions resulted m vio
lations of socialist legahty and restnctlons on mdividual 
freedom, which contnbuted to the alienation of large sec
tions of the people from the party and the state. 

There were also departures m the manner of orgamzmg 
Socialist economy which resulted m shortcommgs m the 
levels of growth rates as compared to the capitalist coun
tnes m recent years. As productive forces under Sociahsm 
develop rapidly, the methods of economic management have 
to correspondmgly change. But not affectmg such timely 
changes, lower rates of growth were registered. The absence 
of necessary changes and the dommance of state bureauc
racy prevented the gams of scientific and technological revo
lution from bemg mtegrated mto economic production. The 
consequent discontent among the people further strength
ened the process of alienation. 

The failure to draw proper lessons and effect correct changes 
m time, combmed with neglect of ideological work created 
conditions whereby anti-socialist forces exploited this dis
content and succeeded in posing bourgeois democracy and 
capitahsm as better alternatives to sociahst democracy and 
Sociahsm. 

Historical Forces 

It must be noted that the Sociahst revolutions m these coun
tnes did not take place in the normal course of the culmi· 
nation of the mtemal class struggle but was achieved m the 
background of the victory over fascism. The hberauon of 
these countries by the Red Army and the victory over fas
cism was welcomed by the people of these countries. 
Except m Bulgana and Yugoslavia, Commumst Parties were 
very weak. Further, several thousand Commumsts were 
martyred dunng the struggle agamst fascism and defendmg 
the cause of Marxism and Sociahsm. In the absence of 
any other expenence, these countnes opted for the Soviet 
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expenence of building Sociahsm without takmg mto con
sideration the specifics of the concrete condiuons prevallmg 
m these countnes. After the mitial growth, when problems 
started appearmg m the economy, some of these countries 
adopted reforms But these were based on mcreasmg reli
ance on western capital which had negative consequences, 
hke m Poland and Hungary 

In the changed circumstances after the defeat of fascism, 
the former social democratic parties m many of these coun
tries 3omed the Communist Parties en masse. In this back
ground, the necessary awareness to 1deolog1cally equip the 
ranks of the parties and butldmg the ideological conscious
ness of the people required for the upbringing of the social
ist man was not earned out In the absence of sufficient 
1deolog1cal work, the new generation which had no experi
ence of the horrors of fascism and of cap1tahst exploitation, 
were influenced by the propaganda unleashed by western 
impenahsm and the allurement of consumer society. Instead 
of adoptmg a proletanan outlook in tackling the problems 
faced by d1stort1ons m the buildmg of Soc1ahsm, they tended 
to embrace bourgeois hbera11sm. This factor contnbuted to 
the senous reverses ID the East European countnes. 

Serious Setback 

The extent of setback to the forces of world Commumst 
movement can be seen ID the results of the recently held 
electtons where the rightist and centrist parties are emerging 
v1ctonous Even by abandonmg the party's name under pres
sure, by droppmg the word 'Commumst', has not enabled 
the erstwhile rulmg Commumst Parties to retam the confi
dence of the people. In Romama, the situation 1s so dis
tressmg that nobody dares to raise the Red Flag. 

World forces of 1mpenahsm have made full use of this 
situation. They acttvely aided and abetted the mternal reac
tionary forces in these countnes. Together they have egged 
on the people to abandon their soc1ahst past and its achieve
ments By prom1smg a share of the gams of the scientific 
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and technological revolullon, by offermg economic partner
ship to new East European regimes, 1mperiahsm is trymg its 
best to restore cap1tahsm m these countries 

Other factors have also undoubtedly contributed m ag
gravatmg the s1tuat1on First, the pohcy of "glasnost" m the 
Soviet Umon allowmg the antI-sociahst forces to make full 
use of the media to denounce soc1ahst values encouraged 
the forces of mtemal reaction m East Europe to launch an 
offensive agamst Soc1ahsm Secondly, the manner m which 
the new leadership of these parlles launched v1c1ous attacks 
agamst the former leadership of the Commumst Parues, the 
veterans of the ant1-fasc1st struggle, by dep1ctmg them as 
gross embodiments of corruption, charges that so far remain 
unsubstantiated m many cases, played mto the hands of the 
enemies of Soc1ahsm. The negation of soc1ahst history and 
the denouncements of the leadership have led to the d1scred-
1tmg of the Communist Parties m many countries, d1sarm
mg its ranks from offermg any resistance to such a con
certed onslaught agamst Soc1ahsm. 

These developments m East European countnes are a 
maJor reverse for the forces of world Soc1ahsm. The CPI(M} 
cannot but disagree with the CPSU's understandmg that these 
developments constitute a 'renewal of Soc1ahsm'. Any un
derestlmallon of the degree of reverses m these countnes 
will only divert the mtematlonal workmg class movement 
away from effectively facmg the concerted onslaught of 1m
periahsm and reactionary forces. 

Developments in the Soviet Union 

Our Central Committee m its August, 1988 resoluuon had 
provided the framework m which, to assess the recent devel
opments m the Soviet Umon 1t had nghtly stated. 

"As a Party which takes Its stand on Marx1sm-Lem01sm, 
we reahze that advance of Socialism m any country must be 
accompanied by increased mttiatlve of the masses both m 
runmng the economy and runnmg the state. Lemn 's state
ment "every cook must learn to govern" must be a growmg 
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reality A concrete form of these 1D1tiat1ves ID the vanous 
stages of development embraces larger and larger number of 
people. Measures, which free citizens from unnecessary 
restncuons and provide healthy dialogue w1th1D the hm1ts 
of Soc1ahst society, strengthen the society 

"But 1t has to be understood and underhned sharply that 
all such measures will strengthen society tf the gutdmg role 
of Marx1sm-Lemmsm ts preserved and the role of the Party 
as a leadmg force of society as vanguard of the workmg 
class 1s ensured Without these latter two cond1t1ons new 
measures would not reahze the Soc1ahst m1t1at1ve of the 
masses and ensure their part1c1pat1on ID runnmg the state." 

Smee this resolut1on, many developments have taken place 
at a rapid pace On the economic front, despite the efforts 
at restructunng, the economic situation has detenorated. An 
espec1ally acute problem 1s the growth of the shadow economy 
which prevents the proper supply of essential commodities 
and consumer goods to the people New controvers1al meas
ures m the economic sphere are bemg 1mt1ated. Ethmc problems 
have assumed a grave character with mter-ethmc violence 
and the nse of secess1omst movements ID certalD regions, 
part1cularly the Baltic repubhcs Inside the CPSU, as aga1Dst 
the official platform of the Central Committee, alternative 
platforms have emerged. These are all matters of senous 
concern to Commumsts all over the world. 

Twentyseventh Congress of CPSU 

The CPSU began the process of Perestroika and Glasnost ID 
1985 The CPl(M) had recogmzed the necessity for reforms 
both ID the economic and pohtlcal spheres ID order to over
come distortions to take Sociahsm to a higher stage At the 
theoretical level, as Comrade Gorbachev po1Dted out ID the 
Twentyseventh Congress report, the necessity for reforms 
arose out of the non-correspondence between the productive 
forces and the exist1Dg relations of production. Bnng1Dg 
these two IDto ahgnment does not take place automatically. 
Economic reforms meant overhaulmg the management methods 
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of the economy, restructunng 10dustry and agriculture to 
harness the latest advance 10 the scientific and technological 
revolution and to accelerate productivity and the develop
ment of the productive forces Pohtical reforms were re
quued for the widenmg and deepen10g of socialist democ
racy Overcom10g past distortions which hampered the wid
est participation of the citizens m the runnmg of state, de
mocracy also meant ensurmg eff ecuve partic1pat1on of the 
workmg class m the work collectives and management of 
production. This requued puttmg an end to bureaucratic 
methods which prevented wider part1c1pat1on and h10dered 
the development of soc1ahst consciousness. 

A Basic Departure 

It 1s from this standpomt that the CPl(M) lent support to the 
formulations m the Twentyseventh Congress for reforms 
However, the new Draft Platform of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU for the Twentye1ghth Congress makes a depar
ture 10 relation to certa10 fundamental Marx1st-Lemmst propo
Sttions. The impact of Perestroika and the CPSU's new thmktng 
m 10temat1onal relations is not hm1ted to the Soviet Umon, 
therefore, It IS necessary to opme on them. The correction 
of distortions m the bmldmg of Soc1ahsm are essential for 
the steady advance of Soc1ahsm on the world scale Here a 
balanced approach is required to the h1stoncal expenence of 
bmld10g Soc1ahsm and ensunng the contmmty of the revo
lutionary process. But now m the name of correct10g past 
distortions, a departure 1s sought to be made from the baste 
ideology of Marxism-Len10ism. 

New Concept of Socialism 

The goal of Perestroika is stated to be a .. humane and demo
cratic" Sociahsm. This 1s posed as a qualitatively new concept 
of Socialism which renounces the achievements of the social
ist past. Seven decades which saw the work10g class endeav
ours m buddmg Soc1al1sm m the first Socialist state, facmg 
civII war and 1mpenal1st mtervent1on; the defeat of f asc1sm 
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with enormous sacnfices, Sociahsm bmlt out of backward 
condit10ns which guaranteed the nght to work, education, hous
mg, health and cultural development This history of Social
ism has to be evaluated w1thm the htstoncal developments of 
that penod Instead, what 1s projected 1s that a transformation 
1s bemg made from mhuman to humane soc1al1sm. Correction 
of d1stort1ons accumulated from the past, innovations to fur
ther ennch the human1st1c and democratic content of Soc1al-
1sm are necessary But this cannot be done by negation of all 
that 1s valuable and Soc1ahst m the past. 

Universal Human Values and Class Values 
One of the important components of the "New Thmkmg" is 
the assertion m Soviet wntmgs of the "pnonty of umversal 
human values over class values". Umversal human values 
are supposed to have precedence over class mterests due to 
the threat of nuclear war, the consequent anmhdat1on of the 
human race and the ecological disaster which would destroy 
the entire planet. 

Due importance has to be accorded to finding common 
ground to avert the threat of nuclear war, for ehmmat1on of 
nuclear weapons and to preserve ecology. There are mcreas
mg poss1b1ht1es to jomtly act, m the mterests of humamty, 
on these vital matters But 1t will be wrong to deduce from 
the common umversal human values attributable to 1mpen
ahsm. The MarXIst world view holds that the class struggle 
to ehmmate explo1tat10n of man by man and for the aboh
t10n of classes m society 1s an mseparable and mtegral part 
of the realization of universal human values It sees both 
human values and proletarian class mterests as an mtegral 
whole Therefore, it 1s m1sleadmg and mcorrect to counterpose 
umversal human values to class values. Only by abohshmg 
classes m society can the fulfilment of human values on a 
umversal scale be ensured. By elevatmg umvenaJ human 
values over class values on the bas11 of a 10-called Jaw of 
an .. mtegral world", the role of class 1truggle, the class· 
based view of human soc1ety-h1stoncal matenahsm, 11 bemg 
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given the go-by This leads to spreadmg 1llus10ns about the 
nature of present-day impenahsm and the world cap1tahst 
system. 

One of the key quotations used to substantiate New Thmkmg 
and the pnonty of umversal human values over class mter
ests 1s cited from Lenm He is quoted to state· "From the 
standpomt of the basic ideas of Marxism, the interests of 
social development are higher than the interests of the pro
letariat". This sentence taken out of context is from Lemn's 
Draft Programme wntten in 1889 

Lenin's article must be seen in the h1stoncal background 
it was wntten m and the full quotation must be studied 
Lemn wrote this article while in exile about the draft pro
gramme of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party and 
what it should contam The article deals with the specific 
situation m Russia which must be addressed to by the pro
gramme of the Party. The full extract reads as follows. 

"It is especially necessary to recogmze the struggle for 
poht1cal hberttes agamst the autocracy as the first pohttcal 
task of the workmg class party, this task should m our 
opinion be explained by an expos1t1on of the class nature of 
the present-day Russian autocracy and the need to over
throw 1t, not only m the mterests of the working class, but 
also m the mterests of social development as a whole Such 
a descnpt1on is essential m regard to both theory and prac
tice, in theory because from the standpomt of the basic 
ideas of Marxism, the interests of social development are 
higher than the interests of the proletanat-the mterests of 
the workmg class movement as a whole are higher than the 
interests of a separate section of the workers or of separate 
phases of the movement; and in practice, this eluc1datton is 
essential because of the need to charactenze the focal point 
to which the whole vanety of Social Democrauc acttv1ty
propaganda, agitation, and orgamzat1on-must be directed, 
and round which it must be concentrated " 

From this extract, the pomt Lenm is dnvmg at becomes 
clear. In the struggle to overthrow the Tsanst autocracy, 
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the entire social forces oppressed by this system have to 
be mobihzed At this stage of Russia's revolutionary movement, 
the struggle to overthrow autocracy is to be identified with 
the mterests of the entire Russian society necessary for its 
future social development The mterests of the Russian 
proletariat m this task is subsumed by the overall mterests 
of Russian social development. The workmg class as the 
advanced class m Russian society should take the lead m 
championmg the demand for the overthrow of auto~racy 
and wrestmg political liberty-a goal m the mterests of 
the "social development" of Russia The mterests of the 
workmg class as the vanguard m enabling social advance 
and emancipation embodies the true relattonship between 
general human values and class mterests Abstracted from 
this context, the sentence quoted to substantiate the 
concept of umversal human values havmg pnonty over 
class values apphed to today's world leads to undermmmg 
the role of class struggle m the social transformatton of 
society 

The Draft Platform states: "While adhermg to the pos1-
t10ns of the workmg class and the workmg people, we aban
don the simplified class approach which opposed national 
and umversal human values" It 1s on the plea of abandonmg 
a simplistic approach that the class approach 1s sought to be 
abandoned 

This is an outlook which undermmes the proletanan 
mtemattonahstlc viewpoint and leads to expressing no con
cern for the worldwide struggle of the workmg class Soviet 
wntmgs are virtually sllent on the vital battles for democ
racy, social emanc1patton and agamst 1mpenahsm and neo
colomahsm gomg on in different parts of the world As 
Lemn had repeatedly stated, proletarian mtemationahsm means 
extendmg sohdanty with the workmg class of all countries, 
the people fighting for national hberatJon and struggles agamst 
impenahsm. nus internationalist task gets 11delmed by an 
erroneous outlook which counterposes umversal human val
ues and class values. 

Vol XXIII-20 
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Deideologization : Negates Anti-Imperialism 

Further m Soviet wntmgs, there is constant talk of 
"de1deologizat10n of state to state relations" Improvmg state 
to state relations between countnes with different social 
systems to meet the vital tasks commonly facmg all human
ity such as the nuclear war danger 1s one thmg This 1s m 
the perspective based on Le nm' s concept of peaceful co
existence But to speak of de1deolog1zmg relations between 
states 1s to disarm the Socialist state and the mtemational 
workmg class movement of its ideological basis which gmdes 
the very prmc1ple of state to state relations. It means negat
mg the antt-1mpenahst standpomt. 

The Draft Platform does not recogmze the existence of 
world 1mpenahsm and its menace today. The foreign pohcy 
section talks of the efforts to "butld a safe and civilized 
world order" and advocates the "pnnc1ple of balanced mter
ests" with the 1mpenahst countnes. It talks of settlement of 
regional conflicts, states defendmg theu mdependence from 
outside mterference and dem1htanzation and haltmg the 
profound d1spantles developmg m different parts of the world, 
all without a reference to the existence of 1mpenahsm and 
its machmattons 

Class Character or the State Under Socialism 
The dictatorship of the proletanat m the penod of transition 
from Soc1ahsm to Commumsm, as Lemn pomted out, can 
"yield great abundance and vanety of pohttcal forms". The 
forms of proletanan statehood wtll vary and pass through 
vanous phases from defendmg and consohdatmg the Social
ist revolution to the complicated process of bulldmg Soc1al-
1sm. It is essential to remember that the State under social
ism whatever its form has as its essence proletanan class 
character In the name of correctmg the d1stort1ons of the 
past, the class character of the state 1s bemg abandoned 
Givmg up the class nature of the State means givmg up the 
revolutton Itself. The Draft Platform declares "The rule-of
law State of the whole people has no room for dictatorship 
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by any class and even less so for the power of a manage
ment bureaucracy". It 1s mtsleadmgly portrayed as 1f the 
dictatorship of the proletariat under Sociahsm represents 
dictatorship of the workmg class over the other sections of 
the people Whereas the proletarian state power 1s meant to 
represent the overwhelmmg maJonty of the people agamst 
the class enemies both mternal and external In the Cntique 
of the Gotha Programme, Marx had said that the State m the 
entue penod from Soc1ahsm to Commumsm can only be 
the dictatorship of the proletanat. Lemn, further elaboratmg 
this, said that the dictatorship of the proletanat embodies 
the leadmg role of the proletanat m butldmg Sociahsm, so 
long as there are sections among people with different lev
els of consciousness born out of socialist property 

Leading Role of the Party 
Whatever d1stort1ons have crept mto the form of the prole
tanan state and its functlomng, they cannot be corrected by 
abandonmg the class nature of the state itself. The new 
forms of State power and its mst1tuhons reqmre the widest 
soc1ahst democracy for further strengthenmg the soc1ahst 
system Plurahsm of views and d1ssentmg opimons withm 
the soc1ahst framework has to be mst1tuhonally encouraged 
and guaranteed as nghts The leadmg role of the Party can
not be negated m this process. A multi-party system ID this 
context cannot be unrelated to the role of different classes 
m the process of revolutions H1stoncally m certam coun
tnes, the Party of the workmg class emerged as the van
guard of the revolution. Whtie other classes and the parties 
connected with them betrayed the revolution, the Commu
mst Party led the revolution to success. The leadmg role 
emerged out of its vanguard role m the revolution. In some 
countnes, certam parties which supported the revolution found 
a place ID the new set up, as ID the People's Repubhc of 
Chma The concept of a 'multi-party system' which would 
undermine the leading role of the Party of the workmg class 
and throw up forces which challenge the basic foundations 
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of, the soc1ahst system would be detrimental to the develop
ment of soc1ahst democracy 

The leadmg role of the Party and the workmg class is 
necessary dunng the entire penod of Soc1ahsm The Party, 
however, should not and cannot replace the class either m 
runnmg the State or the economy. There have been serious 
distortions by substitutmg the role of the class by the Party 
m the runnmg of the state In cntlc1zmg and correctmg this 
deviation it should be remembered that all reforms for so
c1ahst advance can be registered only when the leadmg role 
of the Party is preserved. The leadmg role does not get 
translated mto a correct relationship between the proletanan 
state and Party by 1mposmg it through constitutional sanc
tions The Lemmst concept of the leadmg role is of a role 
won by the Party through its 1deolog1cal, political and or
gamzational work amongst the people 

Socialist Democracy and Glasnost 
The creation of a soc1ahst system, with soc1ahzed means of 
production and abolition of exploitation of man by man 
provides the material basis for practismg widest democracy 
Soc1ahsm does not negate but carries forward the demo
cratic values and traditions achieved by the people under 
bourgeois democracy. 

The bourgeois critics who condemn Soc1ahsm as mher
ently anti-democratic gloss over the fact that the bourgeois 
state is m essence the rule by the explo1tmg few of the 
exploited maJonty. Without economic emanc1pat1on democ
racy gets emasculated. Socialism and the proletarian state 
while laymg the foundations for equality and democracy, 
had to exercise proletarian power m the earlier penod to 
crush the counter-revolution and ehmmate the forces of ex
plo1tat1on This demanded a centralized apparatus of the State 
Such an apparatus was also essential for bmldmg a planned 
economy 

After this phase is over, as the Soc1ahst state and system 
is consolidated there opens up the opportumties for w1demng 
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democracy and md1v1dual m1uauve and liberties Socialist 
democracy becomes correspondmgly ncher and deeper with 
immense potential for md1v1dual hbert1es and popular par
tlc1pat1on correspondmg to the development of the Sociahst 
system Such a soc1ahst democracy 1s quahtattvely superior 
to the democracy found m bourgeois soc1eties which 1s re
stricted and hampered by economic mequahttes 

However, there have been deformations m the develop
ments of Sociahst democracy The earher methods of run
nmg the state machmery were earned over mto the subse
quent penod also There was a failure to understand the new 
stage of soc1ahst development and correspondmgly the func
tiomng of the state m the new situation. Grave v10lations of 
mner-party democracy and soc1ahst legality were a conse
quence. This led to strengthenmg of bureaucracy and re
stnction and suppression of md1vidual freedom and m1t1ative. 

Lemn m this connection had pertmently observed . "The 
soc1ahst revolution can only be lastmg when this new class 
learns. from the pohttcal work of government. Only when 
it enhsts the vast mass of workmg people for this work, 
when 1t elaborates forms which will enable all workmg people 
to adapt themselves easily to the work of govemmg the 
state and estabhshmg law and order Only on this cond1tton 
is the Soc1ahst revolution bound to be lastmg " 

Therefore, steps to deepen soc1ahst democracy are neces
sary. They would open further poss1b1ht1es for the citizens 
exercise of democratic nghts and safeguardmg the nght of 
cnttc1sm The widest part1c1pat1on of the people m runnmg 
the State, admm1strat1on and economy is essential through 
self-government and work collectives. Advance of Soc1ahsm 
requues reforms of the pohtical structure and the mstitu
ttons of the State which ennch and strengthen soc1ahst 
democracy. 

Denigration of Socialist Past 

However, the way Glasnost has been practised m the Soviet 
Umon has negative feature In the name of w1demng democracy 



310 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

and pohttcal reforms, many deep-rooted trends have devel
oped to condemn the Socialist past, undermme the leadmg 
role of the Commumst Party and glonficat10n of bourgeois 
democracy The past has to be cnt1cally reviewed to learn 
correct lessons But m the name of Glasnost what 1s takmg 
place m Soviet wntmgs 1s outnght denigration of the 
ach1vements of the socialist revolution m the past seven 
decades The August 1988 Central Committee resolution 
correctly stated "An outlook which, whtle cnt1c1zmg the 
deform1t1es, dev1at1ons and d1stort1ons of the past, ignores 
these achievements, prejudices the future and delmks the 
new democratic reforms from past proletanan history Such 
negative attitude towards the past while d1scussmg the short
commgs, deviations and deformities of the earher penod 
may distort the prospects " Domg so would be to separate 
the workmg class and the forces of Soc1ahsm from its h1stoncal 
expenence and curbmg its future revolutionary advance 

Further under Glasnost, antt-Sociahst and ant1-Marx1st 
propaganda flounshes, but one 1s unable to see propaganda 
on the Marx1st-Lemmst basis to effectively rebut such views 
amongst the people Surely the leadmg role of the Party 
does not mean only ensurmg freedom of expression for all, 
but also the mtervent1on by the Party to defend sc1ent1fic 
Soc1ahsm and its propagation among the people. 

Democratic Centralism 

The Lemmst concept of the vanguard Party 1s based on the 
pnnc1ples of democratic centrahsm, mner-party democracy, 
stnct d1sc1phne, cnt1c1sm and self-cnt1c1~m and the mmonty 
subm1ttmg to the maJonty There 1s no doubt that m pracuce, 
centralism has been emphasized at the expense of democracy 
m the funct1onmg of the Party even after the mternal explo1t
mg classes have been ehmmated Overcentrahsm resulted m 
curbmg the m1t1at1vo- of pnmary Party umts and prevented the 
Party members part1c1pat1on and mvolvement m the formula
t10n of pohcy and rev1ewmg dec1S1ons. The pnnc1ple of demo
cratic centralism, which 1s the mtemal structure of the Party 
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has also been mdiscnmmately apphed to state and mass or
gamzauons, thereby curbmg the mitiative of the masses 
Emphasis on democratization of the Party should not lead to 
the abandonment of the pnnciple of democratic centralism 

Different platforms are bemg allowed to function ms1de 
the Communist Party itself. Free debate and democratic 
d1scuss1ons resultmg m a maJonty dec1s1on with the mmor-
1ty subm1ttmg to 1t is bemg replaced by platforms which 
will result m the creation of d1ff erent factions This goes 
agamst the fundamental principles of the Lemmst Party One 
sees also the strange spectacle of member of the Central 
Committee propagand1zing agamst Socialism and the Party 
and contmumg to be a member of the leadmg body Allow
ing this 1s nothing but reducing the Party into an amorphous 
club and to the position of a social democratic party and 
forgetting the struggle which Lemn waged for the creation 
of a party of the new type The Commumst Party must 
discharge its vanguard role This 1s possible only when the 
entire membership after the process of inner-party d1scus
s1ons acts on the collective dec1s1on as a umfied whole 

Social Democracy 

The social democratic forces have an important role m the strug
gle for world peace and the prevention of nuclear war. All the 
more so, smce parties of social democracy run governments m 
Western Europe from time to time Social democracy still has a 
strong mfluence w1thm the workmg class and broad sections of 
the people m the advanced cap1tahst countries Commumsts, 
therefore, actively seek their cooperation and umted efforts m 
the fight for world peace and for common issues of the workmg 
people However, despite var1at1ons m the role of social demo
cratic parties, all of them are parties of reform w1thm the cap1-
tahst system, who advocate class collaboration ldeolog1cally, 
they reject the basic doctrme of Marx, Engels and Lemn m rela
tion to the state and social revolution The CPSU Draft Platform 
now advocates endmg the .. h1stoncal spht m the Soc1ahst move
ment" by heahng the nft with social democracy. To merge 
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social democracy with the Marxist Party will be to obliterate 
the ideology of the workmg class and dilute scientific Soc1al-
1sm Therefore, social democratic parties cannot be equated 
with Commumst Parties which have common 1deolog1cal bonds 

Ethnic Problem 

The problem of nationaht1es m the Soviet Umon has as
sumed acute forms which 1s a cause for deep concern Under 
Lenm's leadership, the new Soviet state had laid the foun
dations of a democratic natlondhties pohcy which at one 
stroke undid the oppression of past centunes Smee then 
under Soc1ahsm, the vanous nauonahties of the Un10n, par
ticularly the backward groups made tremendous progress, 
economic, social and cultural However, over a penod, negative 
developments took place which were not checked m ume 
nor was this aspect known outside the Soviet Umon. It 1s 
now evident that the present eruption of national question 1s 
due to an accumulation of problems over a long penod. 
Bureaucratic high-handedness, overcentrahzatlon, v10lat10n 
of the pohcy of equahty of languages, have all contnbuted 
to the mtens1ficauon of the problem which 1s mamfestmg m 
vanous ways m the different repubhcs. 

Further with the development of the matenal cond1t1on 
under Soc1ahsm, new socio-economic groupmgs, new mi
gration patterns and the nse of a new mtelhgentsia have 
emerged m the different nationalities. Senous lags m com
prehendmg and errors m dealmg with these developments 
have led to the growth of mter-ethmc tensions and national 
chauvm1sm. Glasnost has also been exploited by such nega
tive trends to fmd open expressions and to mflame ethmc 
passions National chauvm1st trends are also propelhng se
cess1omst demands m certam repubhcs which go agamst the 
basic and vital mterests of the workmg class and the people 
of that nationality whose welfare and development have been 
irrevocably tted to the Soviet people of all other nattonahties. 

The CPSU Platform on nattonaht1es adopted 10 September 
1989 and the subsequent efforts have been trymg to settle 
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the 1mmed1ate problems on a prmc1pled basis. The CPSU 
nghtly stated . "All of Soviet and world expenence pomts 
to the need not to regard self-determmat1on merely as a 
smgle act of reahsmg the nght to secession It is a complex 
and multi-faceted process mvolvmg the assertion of national 
d1gmty, the strengthenmg of political and economic mde
pendence and the development of language and culture". 
However, m dealmg with ethmc violence and separatism, 
the role of 1mpenalism m penetratmg to foment further ten
sions and the external mterventton by religious fundamen
tahst forces are bemg ignored. All Commumsts and 
progressives the world over view with grave concern the 
mter-ethmc situation m the Soviet Umon This is but natu
ral, as It affects the very umty and mtegnty of the Soviet 
Socialist Federation. The struggle to implement m letter and 
spmt the Lemmst pohcy of nationalities m the present-day 
cond1t1ons, a umted Federation with self-govemmg repub
lics, will have the full support of Commumsts all over the 
world. 

ECONOMIC REFORMS 

Necessity of Reforms 

As stated earlier the rationale for economic restructurmg 
was correctly analysed m the Twentyseventh Congress. The 
pohtical report had stated "Indeed the soc1ahst productive 
relations open up broad vistas for the development of pro
ductive forces. However, they must be constantly improved 
and this means outdated economic management must be noted 
m good time and replaced by new ones The forms of pro
duction relations and economic management and guidance 
system now in operation took shape basically m the cond1-
t10ns of extensive economic development These gradually 
grew out of date and began to lose st1mulatmg effect and m 
some respects became a brake." 

To overcome the economic cns1s as a result of stagnation, 
urgent reforms were necessary. The debate m the Soviet Umon 
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on this issue has revealed diverse trends-which path to take? 
Questions of centrally planned economy and market relations 
and forms of property have assumed vital importance In a so
cialist economy, dunng the entire phase of Socialism, commod
ity-money relations cannot be dispensed with dunng this stage 
Commodity production existed m pre-capitalist formations, 
capitalism itself is commodity production and it will contmue 
m post-cap1tal1st formations for a long time. 

Plan and Market 
However, the essence of a Soc1ahst economy is central plan
nmg Relations based on plannmg and balanced develop
ment are a specific feature of Socialism and its greatest 
mherent advantage over capitahsm. Such a planned growth 
is possible on the objective basis of sociahst means of pro
duction; planmng provides coordmated management of the 
national economy as a smgle whole to meet social need~ 
and to mamtam by deliberate mtervention the proportions 
reqmred between various types of production. Sociahsttc 
planmng pursues the aim of mcreasmg the soc1ahzed pro
ductive forces so as to ensure mcreasmg goods and welfare 
services to the citizens. W1thm this framework, the central 
plan and market relations should not be seen as opposmg 
prmciples of regulation. The plan should utihze the market 
relations and regulate it for the immediate economic goals 
correspondmg to the stage of development. 

At the present Juncture it is necessary to heighten the 
efficiency of the centralized planmng of the economy It is 
also necessary to ensure a degree of decentrahzation to lower 
umts and enterprises to stimulate production and innovation. 

The pnnc1ples of each accordmg to his work will prevail 
in the entire penod of Socialism. This means matenal m
centives have a defimte role to play in the bmldmg of So
cialism. This pnnciple cannot be skipped or is dispensed 
with under Socialism Whtie matenal mcentives are neces
sary, contmuous efforts to develop the collective conscious
ness so that personal mterests are subordmated to social 
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needs have to be undertaken. Without this Soc1ahst con
sciousness cannot be fostered An important element of re
forms ts the vitalization of democracy and democratic man
agement mechamsms have to function effectively to enhance 
labour productivity and to heighten the Socialist conscious
ness of the workmg class 

In the context of the above stated necessity for economic 
reforms there are Justified grounds to be alarmed about the 
d1rect1on of reforms undertaken in the Soviet Umon. The 
Draft Platform under the section entitled "For Effective Plan 
Market Economy" recogmzes that "one of the most difficult 
aspects of economic reforms is findmg an orgamc combma
t10n of plan and market methods to regulate economtc activity" 

But, subsequently however, the Draft Platform proceeds 
to state that "The creation of a full-fledged market economy 
requires the formation of markets of consumer goods, capi
tal goods, secunttes investment, currencies and research and 
development, and an early reform of the financial, monetary 
and credit system". The Platform envisages the market, m
stead of plannmg, regulatmg the economy. It states : "The 
restructunng of the pnce formation is an sme qua non con
dition for the market to start regulatmg the economy" 

In the name of a full-fledged market economy the mam 
emphasis on market economy and talk of its regulatmg the 
economy, undermtnes the vital role of central planmng Market 
relations and commodity-money relations unless mtegrated 
mto a s11fgle economic mechamsm under plannmg will lead 
to mcreasmg mcome differentiation and erosion of social 
pnonties under Socialism. It will lead to unbalanced devel
opment with the profit motive becommg dommant. 

Primacy of Social Ownership 

The basis for socialist economy and the sociahst system is 
the social ownership of the means of producllon and social
ized production. Under Sociahsm at present, three forms of 
property exist; state owned, cooperative or collective and 
md1vidual. The sphere of the last named at present is only 
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mmor State, collective and cooperative enterprises make up 
more than 95 per cent of the total production. The new 
measures began with the development of cooperatives m 
those spheres, previously with the state, such as services 
and distribution Now cooperatives for production, group 
ownership and mdividual ownership of means of production 
m mdustry and agriculture are envisaged The draft Plat
form talks of "deep restructurmg of relations of property" 
and advocates diversity of forms of property. Then it pro
ceeds to make the surprising and untenable claim that "equal 
and sound competition" between forms of property "is the 
economic basis of civil freedom" . That is, the Platform 
declares, that m the Soviet Umon pnvate property compet
ing on equal terms with socially owned property is neces
sary to guarantee democracy and civil freedoms. This ap
proach is totally un-Marxist and accepts the bourgeois the
sis that only pnvate property and market provides free choice 
and hence the basis for freedom 

Sociahst property relations have different levels of 
sociahzatton Penodic adjustment and regulation of the dif
ferent forms are necessary and economic reforms should 
legitimately cover this aspect. But mcreasmg socialization 
of production and gomg to a higher stage of Socialism re
quires the pnmacy of the state owned forms of ownership 
and the collectives. 

The Soviet government has placed before the Supreme 
Soviet m May 1990, a programme for the transwon to a 
"regulated market economy" which will see a quahtauvely 
new expansion of market forces. To be put mto operation m 
stages by 1992, the lmkmg of pnces to market forces is 
bound to lead to growing mflation. The programme also 
advocates the creation of a labour market which will lead to 
a serious problem of unemployment. Not emphasismg the 
primacy of pubhc ownership and expanding market rela
tions m an unregulated fashion m all spheres of the economy 
will pose senous problems m solvmg the current cnsis of 
the economy m a socialist manner. 
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Danger of Undermining Socialist Sy!ltem 
The whole gamut of economic reforms m the Soviet Umon, 
plan and market restructunng, forms of property, pnce re
forms, unrestramed openmg to the world capitahst market 
and mtegratmg with its mechanisms are all questions where 
there are genume fears that these may lead to adverse con
sequences for the socialist system The lessons of the his
tory of economic reforms m Eastern Europe, particularly 
Poland and Hungary, must be drawn In both these countries 
faced with the deadlock created by the mechamcal adopt10n 
of the Soviet model, timely corrections were not made Instead, 
the economies of these countries were opened to the play of 
market forces, western credits and heavy capital imports 
resultmg m hyper-mflation and unemployment The conse
quent mass discontent resulted m the erosion of the Social
ist system. Economics, as Lenm pomted out, ultimately is 
a matter of pohttcs 

The need for reform of the socialist economies is vital 
and urgent task Steps are to be taken to work out an effec
tive pohcy to benefit from the scientific and technological 
revolution; socialist cost accountmg systetJlS and new man
agement procedures and to improve the sociahst commodity 
economy and market under centralised planning The bour
ge01s propaganda bhtz about the supremacy of the market 
and its correlation with free choice and democracy must be 
declSlvely rejected The Sociahst system and the planned 
economy provide the basis for creative mnovations to en
hance the productive forces, labour product1v1ty and emer
gence of appropnate relations of production 

Capitalism : No Alternative 

Marx1sm-Lemmsm is the source for developmg and perfect
mg Soc1ahsm. It is this inexhaustable spring that can nour
ish Soc1ahsm's new thrust forward overcommg the present 
problems and correctmg d1stort1ons, not the historically 
obsolete system of cap1tahsm Expl01tat1on of man by man 
and crisis are mherent m capitahst production Explo1tat1on 
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occurs not because the workers are cheated or because of 
unfair exchange m the market Explo1tat1on takes place because 
there exists under capitalism a commodity-labour power
whose use itself creates a value larger than what tt can 
command on the market Surplus value generation, profit, 
the motive force and explo1tat10n take place m the cap1tahst 
production process itself Class exploitation is mherent m 
the dynamics of capitalist production not w1thstandmg any 
amount of social welfare measures. Emancipauon from this 
exploitation means directly the overthrow of this system It 
is not only a moral question It is a h1stonc necessity based 
on sc1enufic reahty Cap1tahsm, therefore, can m no way be 
the alternative m solvmg the problems ansmg out of the 
process of butldmg and consohdatmg Sociahsm 

The greatness. vahd1ty and contmued relevance of Marx
ism-Lemmsm, bes m the fact that It shows the h1stoncal 
mev1tab1hty of the overthrow of cap1tahsm and the tnumph 
of Soc1ahsm on the basis of sc1ent1fic analysts The process 
of humamty's transition to Soc1ahsm 1s a process of con
tmuous struggle for endmg the explo1tat1on of man by man 
and of nation by nation on the world scale But this process 
as we have seen, 1s a complex one marked by a continuous 
struggle between the forces of revolution and counter-revo
lution. As Lenm said "It is und1alect1cal, unscientific and 
theoretically wrong to regard the course of world history as 
a smooth and always m a forward dtrection without occa
sional g1gant1c leaps back". Such reverses and setbacks must 
be properly understood and correct lessons drawn m order 
to strengthen the forces of Soc1ahsm agamst its enemies 
durmg this penod of transition The mam trends of world 
development m this century, however, testtfy the correctness 
of the content of the present epoch smce 1917 as that of 
trans1tion from capitalism to Sociahsm on a world scale. 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) upholdmg the banner of Marxism-Lenmtsm against 
deviations and d1stort1ons, calls upon 1ts ranks to face the 
challenges posed by the recent developments by firmly 
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adhermg to revolutionary prmciples of Marxism-Lemmsm 
It calls upon the ranks to steadfastly struggle agamst the 
onslaught of impenahsm and counter-revolutionary forces 
which are today mountmg a fierce attack agamst Marxism
Lenmism and the mternational Commumst movement. 



CPI(M) Central Committ~e Elects 
New PBM & CCM* 

At the meetmg of the Central Committee m New Delhi, 
May 28-31, 1990, CCM Bmoy Knshna Choudhun was unam
mously elected to the Poht Bureau and Sallen Dasgupta, 
Secretary, West Bengal State Committee, to the Central 
Committee. 

*Pubbshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delh1, June 3, 1990 



On Andhra Pradesh Cyclone Disaster* 
Resolution adopted by the Central Committee of the 
CPl(M) in its meeting held in New Delhi from 
May 28 to 31, 1990 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) expresses Its deep gnef and heartfelt sympathy for 
the people of Andhra Pradesh who suffered unprecedented 
destruction of hfe and property m the recent cyclone and 
tidal wave. The death toll has gone up to a thousand The 
loss of property and crops 1s offic1ally assessed at about 
Rs 800 crore All commumcat1ons m several d1stncts were 
disrupted for about a week, 10 lakh houses were damaged, 
half of them fully, rendermg the whole slum dwellmg popu
lation of all coastal towns and the c1t1es of V1Jayawada and 
V1shakhapatnam shelterless The affected population is said 
to be more than a crore, covermg 14 d1stncts and nearly 
6,000 villages 

The means of hvehhood hke handlooms, fishmg boats, 
etc , m tens of thousands were destroyed Crops paddy and 
pulses, commercial crops hke suger-cane, and horticulture hke 
mangoes, banclnas, coconuts, etc., m about eight lakh acres 
were damaged In some areas of Knshna and West Godavari, 
both rab1 and kharif crops which could not be threshed ear
lier, have been washed away, while already threshed gram has 
either discoloured or developed sprouts Cattle, sheep, poultry 
and farm buds are dead, to the extent of 40 lakhs 

Though the devastatton was more extensive than m the 
1977 tidal cyclone except, m terms of the loss of human 
hfe, unfortunately the brunt of it was agam to borne by the 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, June 10, 1990 
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same Knshna and Guntur d1stncts coastal belt Inundated 
and marooned for more than a week, some villages have 
been altogether uprooted, and lakhs of people paupenzed 
The rural poor, artisans, as well as the enttre agranan com
mumty m some areas bve m dtre misery and distress 

The Central Committee notes with regret that m face of 
such a calamity, the rehef given was not enough and de
layed too There were senous complamts of discnmmatlon 
m d1stnbutton of nee and the enumeratton of damaged and 
destroyed houses, largely due to the undue mterference and 
duress exercised by Congress(!) legislators and councillors 
However, by and large the State Government moved with 
concern m certam respects bke savmg the people by open
mg rehef camps. Thanks to the timely warnmgs from the 
media, and the cyclone shelters butlt by the Government 
and some phtlanthrop1c orgamzatlons on the coastlme, thou
sands of hves were saved. 

The Central Committee appreciates the change of atti
tude displayed by the National Front Government. In con
trast to the previous Congress(!) Government, 1t has promptly 
attended to the necessary rehef measures trrespecllve of the 
party m power at the State level The assistance rendered by 
the Centre so far wtll help the State to m1ttate rehef and 
rehabihtat1on measures. 

But at the same time the Central Committee, cons1denng 
the enormity of the devastatton and the necessity of treatmg 
1t as a national calamity, urges upon the Central Govern
ment to allot more funds than what 1s avatlable under the 
Calamity Fund, to enable the State Government to meet the 
situation successfully. It also urges upon both the Centre 
and State Governments to waive all the crop loans of those 
farmers who have lost all crops and hort1cultute, and render. 
adequate mterest-free loan advances to regenerate thetr cul
tlvatmg capacity. Land revenue and 1rngallon cess collec
t1on has to be stopped and cancelled m the affected villages 
and zones. 



Polit Bureau Condemns 
Bajrang Dai Attack* 
Statement dated June 8, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau strongly condemns the attack by the BaJrang 
Dai on a CITU dharna bemg held m front of the local court 
m Kanpur today June 6, 1990 The trade union dharna was 
bemg held on some local problems of the workers A BaJrang 
Dai procession which passed by attacked the dharna with
out any provocatton. Arvmdkumar, leader of the CITU was 
assaulted and narrowly escaped senous mJunes as he was 
rescued by the workers. The pandal used for the dharna was 
burnt by the miscreants, Suhashm1 Ah, MP had left the spot 
JUst before the attack, otherwise she would also have been 
targetted That this was a premeditated attack 1s evident 
from the fact that many of the attackers were armed with 
knives and lath1s 

The Poht Bureau urges the UP Government and the 
d1stnct admm1strat1on to take prompt steps to apprehend the 
culprits and take firm measures to prevent the anti-social 
and communal disruptive acuviues of organizations hke the 
BaJrang Dai 

*Published m 'PEOPt..E's DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, June 17, 1990 



Polit Bureau Condemns 
Madras Murders* 
Statement dated June 20, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
1s deeply shocked and gneved at the dastardly kilhng of 
K P Padmanabha, General Secretary, and 13 other cadres of 
the EPRLF at Madras by suspected LTTE men Padmanabha 
was a ded1cted Left leader who represented the forces which 
championed the genume demands of the Tamil mmonty w1thm 
the famework of the umty of Sn Lanka. 

These gruesome murders have been perpetrated by armed 
men openly m the heart of Madras city This md1cates the 
senous danger posed by the LTTE which has been allowed 
to carry on its disruptive activities without any check. The 
Tamil Nadu State Committee of the CPl(M) had recently 
warned that the erroneous approach to the LTTE and other 
d1v1s1ve forces may create a senous situation m Tamil Nadu 

The Poht Bureau urges Chief Mm1ster Karunamdh1 to 
reahse the gravity of the situation His Government should 
take firm steps 1mmed1ately to curb the act1v1t1es of the 
LTTE, m cooperation with the Central Government. 

The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to the 
wife of K Padmanabha and the fam1hes of the other leaders 
and cadres who have been killed 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, June 24, 1990 



Counter This Dangerous Communal 
Offensive* 
Call given by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) in its 
statement dated June 24, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
1s deeply disturbed at the attempted resurgence of commu
nal ammos1ty by the V1shwa HIDdu Panshad ID its meet at 
Hardwar yesterday. It has been reported that 1t has decided 
to start construction of the Ram temple at Ayodhya from 
October 30 next. In the statement issued after the meet, the 
spokesman of the VHP has also conveyed its wammg that 
whatever be the verdict ID the case pendIDg before the spe
cial bench of the Allahabad High Court, they will ignore 1t 
1f 1t goes agaIDst them This 1s nothIDg short of a voice of 
extreme obscurantist obduracy. In fact, the statement means 
that this communal outfit cares neither for the democratic 
pohty of the country nor for a 1ud1c1al settlement of the 
dispute S1m1larly, the convention orgamzed by the Indian 
Umon Mushm League has started supplyIDg highly combus
tible matenal to the Ram1anmabhoomi/Babn Mas11d issue. 
Such dl-conce1ved stc1tements will do more harm to the 
mIDonty commumty itself 

It seems the communahsts of both hues have started f eedIDg 
each other, which may lead the country to another uncon
trollable communal conflagration. 

The Poht Bureau appeals to all the secular, democratic 
and patnot1c forces to come out openly agaIDst the studied 
attempt at resurgence of a communal holocaust It 1s the 
special duty and obligation of the Left and secular forces to 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July I, 1990 
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mob1hze all the democratic, secular forces m a crusade against 
a potential v1c1ous communal flare-up The Polit Bureau at 
the same time urges upon the Governments of India and 
U P to stand firm on their commitment of mamtammg law 
and order and communal peace They should see to it that 
all concerned are obhged to wait for the court verdict, and 
once 1t 1s pronounced, to abide by 1t Silence on the part of 
the Government if any attempt is made to openly flout the 
court judgement, will not only spell disaster for the mteg
nty of the country, but also severely erode the authonty of 
the Judiciary The Poht Bureau condemns all such attempts, 
and pledges to the people of the country that with all its 
strength it will fight for mamtammg the umty and mtegnty 
of the country and uphold the sanctity of JUd1c1al pronounce
ments The Poht Bureau calls upon all secular and patriotic 
forces to stand up, denounce this open move of the commu
nahsts and rally round the banner of secularism, patnot1sm 
and democracy 



Polit Bureau on Caste Atrocities* 
Statement dated June 27, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau condemns the atroc1t1es perpetrated on the 
hanJans and tnbals recently m RaJasthan, U P and B1har 
One thought that with the change m Governments at the 
Centre as well as m the States, the already detenoratmg law 
and order s1tuatton would tum for the better Belymg expec
tations, a few days back nme tnbals known as KanJars m 
Mandawan village in Ch1ttorgarh d1stnct of RaJasthan were 
beaten to death and their houses blasted Even the Chief 
Mmtster on the floor of the Assembly admitted that these 
unfortunate tnbals were hacked to death "under pohce pro
tection" Only yesterday agam an mc1dent mvolvmg the lynch
ing of a hanJan youth happened m Bthar m a most barbanc 
way Still a sort of caste war between Jats and Jatavs seems 
to be contmumg m and around Agra, leading to 1mpos1tton 
of curfew 

These are the symptoms of a deep malaise w1thm the 
Indian society itself The hanJans and the tnbals have for 
centunes been the v1ct1ms of ruthless explo1tat1on, economi
cally as well as socially The climate of v10lence created m 
the last few years m the social m1llteu has added gnst to the 
mill of chauvm1sm of d1ff erent hues 

A determined step by the concerned State Governments 
as well as by the Centre must put down these barbanc attempts 
of rnfltctmg further InJUnes on the most downtrodden 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 1, 1990 
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sect10ns of our society The Poht Bureau appeals to the 
democratic and secular forces m the country to raise their 
voice agamst such savage repression and oppress10n on the 
most backward and exploited sections of the Indian society 



CPI(M) on Unification of Korea* 
Extend full support to the Proposal of Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea for Peaceful Unification 
of Korea 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) while re1teratmg its contmued sohdanty with the 
efforts of the DPRK for the peaceful reumficatlon of the 
Korean people and nation, appreciates the new m1t1at1ves 
taken by the JOmt meetmg of the Central People's Commit
tee, Standmg Committee of the Supreme People's Assembly 
and the Admm1strat1on Council of the D PR of Korea 

This "disarmament proposal for peace on the Korean 
pemnsula" 1s a further mamfestatlon of the contmuous m1-
t1at1ves bemg taken by the DPRK This proposal at easmg 
tensions on the Korean penmsual and creatmg a peaceful 
climate for national reumficatlon will surely be welcomed 
by all peace lovmg forces m the world 

The proposal correctly notes that "although confronta
tion and disputes are d1sappearmg m other parts of the world, 
the tensions m the Korean penmsula are daily growmg acute" 
The CPI(M) hopes that sufficient pressure will be brought 
by the Korean people of both North and South and the m-
1emational sohdanty movement on U S 1mpenahsm and its 
agents who have contmued to keep Korea d1v1ded for more 
than four decades Such peoples' pressure 1s all the more 
required for the adoption of a non-agress1on declaration 
between the North and South 

The proposals for the drastic reduction of armed forces, 
the bannmg of m1htary manoeuvres with foreign troops, the 
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conversion of the dem1htanzed zone mto a peace zone and 
the proposals for venf1cat1on of the process of mutual dis
armament, are m1tat1ves that no genume peace-lovmg force 
can refuse While fully supportmg the demand raised for 
convertmg the Korean penmsula mto a nuclear free zone, 
the CPl(M) is convmced that U S impenahsm must be made 
party to tnpart1te talks for. the s1gnmg of the peace agree
ment This 1s essential because 1t 1s U S impenahsm that 1s 
chiefly responsible for the contmued ter1S1ons m the Korean 
penmsula 

As partners m the worldwide struggle agamst 1mpenal-
1sm, the CPl(M) once agam reiterates Its sohdanty with the 
Workers' Party of Korea and the people of both North and 
South who are m the midst of the struggle to reumfy the 
Korean nation 



CPl(M)'S Greetings to CPSU 
Twentyeighth Congress* 

The Commumst Party of India (Marxist) sends its warm 
fraternal greetmgs to the Twentyeighth Congress of the CPSU 

This Congress 1s meetmg at a very cnt1cal moment m 
the history of world Socialism The CPl(M) notes with high 
appreciation the 1mt1attves taken by the CPSU towards ehmi
natmg the threat of a nuclear holocaust m the mterest of 
humamty's survival and for world peace The senes of mttatives 
undertaken by the CPSU smce the foundmg of the soc1ahst 
USSR have galvamzed the forces of world peace and yielded 
pos1t1ve results The mitlat1ves m recent years have contnb
uted m creatmg an atmosphere m the world that is condu
cive for easmg war tensions. 

The CPl(M) has been keenly followmg the process of 
reforms that the CPSU has undertaken The CPl(M) recog
mzes the necessity for reforms both m the economic and 
poht1cal spheres m order to overcome d1stort1ons and errors 
of the past, to consolidate and advance Soc1ahsm This process 
is today passmg through a very critical period The CPl(M) 
hopes that reforms for strengthemng Soc1ahsm ba~ed on 
Marxism-Lemmsm will be consolidated 

The forces of 1mpenahsm and world reaction are intcn
sifymg efforts to undermme Soc1ah~m on a world scale. 
Explo1tmg the d1fficult1es bemg faced by several Socrnhst 
countnes they have unleashed, wnh a renewed viciousness, 
a worldwide campaign against Socialism and Marx1sm-
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332 Documents of The Communist Movement m India 

Leninism They are actively aidmg and abetting such anti
Comrnumst forces within Socialist countries, who are aim
mg at subvertmg Soc1ahsm The dehberauons of this 
Twentyeighth Congress of the CPSU, we hope, will further 
strengthen the Commumsts m the USSR, the forces of world 
Sociahsm and rebuff these attempts 

Comrades, 
The CPSU has always been a source of mspiratton to the 

totlmg mtlhons and enhghtened people the world over m 
their struggle for emancipation This Party of Lenm, was 
truly a trail blazer m the advance of humamty's progress 
The establishment and consohdatton of the first ever Social
ist State, the bu1ldmg of a mighty mdustnal USSR, the 
defeat of fascism, the unrelenting efforts for world peace 
and the moral and material support rendered to the people 
of the world m their struggle for national hberatton, con
tmue to be a permanent source of mspuation to mdhons of 
people the world over 

Followmg m the footsteps of these glonous traditions, 
we hope that the dehberat10ns of the Twentyeighth Congress 
of the CPSU, reaffirmmg allegiance to Marx1sm-Lemmsm 
and proletanan mtemattonahsm, will further strengthen So
cialism m the USSR The CPl(M) wishes the CPSU at this 
cntical hour all success m this colossal effort 



Polit Bureau Condemns Violence in 
Tripura Tribal Autonomous 
District Council Elections, 
Demands Repoll in 105 Booths* 
Statement dated July 9, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly deplores the violence and loss of hfe m the elec
t10ns to the Tnbal Autonomous D1stnct Council of Tnpura, 
held on July 8 Durmg the course of the polhng, eight peo
ple lost theu hves and nearly 100 were mJured In 105 
booths the pollmg was totally ngged The Poht Bureau 
condemns the violence unleashed by the Congress(l)-TUJS 
alhance 

Everybody 1s aware of how the Congress(!), under the 
leadership of Santosh Mohan Deb, had organized large-scale 
v10lence durmg the last Assembly elections and foisted the 
Congress(l)-TUJS Coaht1on Government on the people of 
Tnpura Smee then ant1-soc1al elements, patronized by the 
Congress(!), have been on a vutual rampage destroymg demo
cratic value and targettmg the CPl(M) cadres Durmg this 
penod over a hundred CPl(M) cadres have lost their hves m 
such barbarous attacks 

In preparation for these recent elections, the CPl(M) had 
been repeatedly wammg that the Congress(!) 1s mob1hzmg 
all its resources to once agam mdulge m violence on a 
bigger-scale, and ng the elections 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M), therefore, emphatically 
demands that fresh elections must be ordered m these J 05 
booths, on the basis of the complaints that have already 
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been lodged with the Election Comm1ss1on It further de
mands that proper secunty measures be taken durmg the 
repoll, countmg and post-election penods, m order to en
sure that people can exercise theu franchise freely 



Polit Bureau on Dangerous Conflict in 
Sri Lanka* 
Statement dated July 4, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses Its deep CQOl..~r• 
over the grave developments m Sn Lanka. The rxp«t~th.~ 
of peace bemg restored on the Island followmg tht' h"b.a
Sn Lanka Agreement, have been shattered. The ilrnK"J f\'l"1o"".). 

of the Sn Lankan Government and the LTTE nuht,mt~ ~~ 
engaged m a ruthless confrontation. 

The aggravation of the confhct hill led to dt>~th t\f \~i~ 
number of c1v1hans and of aubshtntrnl c101u"luei- \\" ~"• 
sides, to starvation and misery of the people, lu 1he "'\(\\\~ 
mg of thousands of people from their home~ ~mt f\ "" \\ "t"'\ 
clashes between T.tm1IK and Smh1tle11~ tn tn"n~ -·~ 1 ~ 
conflict threatens to disturb pea"o tn tho re~Hnn .. ,\,.\ ~W·l\-

v1des a fertile ground for impen"ha.t '"'' '»"e~ 
The CPl(M) had wekomed lmh"-Sn '-""~.- .:\~~~~~ 

Senous and su~tamed efforlli 10 Implement th~ \\\\\\ ,~,\~~ ~ 
the Accord could have prov1J~J the C'll\~hlh\1\- ~\\\° '~¥ ~.,\,\~
tion of the Sn Lankan pruhl~m11 on Hu~ h4'ii1i. ~\t ~mh~\~IM.\ 

for the Tamil ethnic nunonty lo pwte~ I 1h~11 p~h'~ """.,\ 
interests w1thm the framework uf ah~ lllh·»• llY ""~' \HH'\ y.~ 
Sn Lank.a 

The Poht Bureau •- of lhe Vlt!W lhctl ah~ tH\:)~\\~ ~µ1~H11r \ 
as due to the d•~astrous poJu.Jt:it of Hi~ ~I 1-lll•h-!-')" ~ M' \.-\\\ 

ment and of the LITE rn pm1111tc Ju~~1h1-r J~ ~1-1\\~\\~ '''~ 
Withdrawal Qf the IPJ.<r wHhoul Iha: '"II rn1pl1-1111-1H~l1V\\ ~1 \ 
the all the terms of Jhe A.c'-i.Jld 1 t1a: ~q J 411~'4H ~·~'~"'"'q\\ 

•Pubh1tied in 'Pt.tw1c'f J.)1:-MtJLIU.J-Y', Ni;\111 Pi.1111. ~HI~ \) \'i'.1~ 
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followed a deliberate policy of p1ttmg different groups of 
Tamil m1htants agamst each other The LTTE on the other 
hand with its ultenor motives of estabhshmg its monopolis
tic terronstlc dommauon over the North and North East, 
played mto the hands of the Premadasa Government 

The Poht Bureau considers that the withdrawal of the 
IPKF from Sn Lanka followmg the persistent demands from 
the Sn Lankan Government was an mevitable step How
ever, the Poht Bureau 1s of the opm10n that the Government 
of India while agreemg to withdraw the IPKF should have 
made more consistent and sustamed efforts for the imple
mentation of the provlSlons of the Sn Lanka-India Accord 
particularly ID the matter of genume devolution of power to 
the Prov1Dc1al Councils 

Smee the contmuatron and escalation of the confhct 1s 
bound to have disastrous consequences, the Poht Bureau 
appeals to the Government of India to take all possible m1-
t1at1ves at the poht1cal and dtplomattc level to urge upon the 
Sn Lankan Government and LITE to end the fightmg The 
Poht Bureau 1s of the opm1on that a JUSt and democratic 
solution to the problems should be found through negotra
trons, m which the Sn Lankan Government and all the Tamil 
parties and groups participate 

The senous repercussions of the Sn Lankan confhct on 
India cannot be underestimated The grow1Dg mflux of Tamil 
refugees mto Tamil Nadu 1s hkely to create difficult prob
lem The recent declaration of Government of India that 
Indian soil will not be allowed to be utrhsed by the Tamil 
militants for their act1v1t1es will have to be stnctly imple
mented The Tamil Nadu Government ID particular has to 
take effective measures to counter the harmful and danger
ous act1v1ttes of the LTTE ID the State, as h1ghthghted by 
the recent murder of EPRLF leaders ID Madras city 

The Poht Bureau hopes that at least at this stage the 
LTTE will reahze the most harmful consequences of the 
pohcies of 1Dttm1dation, terror and anmhdation of all polltt
cal elements-Tamll and Smhalese-who do not accept their 
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dommat1on The LTIE pohc1es have weakened the unity of 
the Tamil people m the fight for theu JUSt and democratic 
demands and have strengthened the ultra-chauvm1st, reac
tionary forces m Sn Lanka Pursuance of the same path of 
the LTTE will cause enormous damage to the vital interests 
of the Tamil mmonty Itself 

The Poht Bureau 1s at the same time of the opm1on that the 
problem of mflux of c1v1hans fleemg from Sn Lanka should 
be dealt with on the basis of humamtanan cons1derat1ons 

The Poht Bureau hopes that present dangerous conflict 
m Sn Lanka will be brought to an early end and cond1t1ons 
for a peaceful settlement estabhshed 
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CPl(M)'S Letter to Prime Minister V.P. 
Singh on Industrial Policy Statement* 
The following is the text of the letter dated July 5, 
1990, written by E.M.S. Namboodiripad, General 
Secretary of CPI(M) 

I am wntmg to you regardmg the mdustnal policy state
ment placed m Parliament on May 31, 1990, by the Mm1ster 
for lndustnes This pohcy statement has generated a lot of 
controversy and m1sg1vmgs 

Our Party's Poht Bureau, m a statement on June 6, re
acted adversely to the measures announced We considered 
the pohcy dnection set out m the statement as pro-big busi
ness, openmg the doors to mdiscnmmate penetration of foreign 
capital and multmational corporations, and detrimental to 
self-reliance and the pubhc sector It would compromise 
national sovereignty 

We now fmd the Umon Cabmet has endorsed the pohcy 
statement m its meetmg held on July 1, 1990. On behalf of 
the Poht Bureau of the CPI(M), I wish to reiterate our strong 
disagreement with the direction set out m the mdustnal pohcy 
statement 

The most objectionable part of the pohcy statement is 
clearance for foreign eqmty participation upto 40 per cent 
on an automatic basis This specially will lead to md1s
cnmmate openmg to foreign capital and undermme the dnve 
for self-reliance Neither will 1t help to acqmre the foreign 
technology that we require m essential sectors. Instead, the 
unrestricted freedom to promote foreign equity participation 
outside the purview of the FERA, may lead to further dram 
of foreign exchange resources and result m the worsenmg of 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE' s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 15, 1990 
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the balance of payments position All the measures pro
posed are supposed to generate more employment On the 
contrary, the pohcy direction will amount to displacement 
of the real small-scale sector and facilitate capital-mtensive 
and foreign-technology-dependent enterprises to come up m 
non-essential and ehte consumption goods sector Further, 
the non-regulated foreign equity participation upto 40 per 
cent will undermme national pnonties and endanger self
rehance and mdigenous research and development 

The decision to withdraw the system of hcencmg for 
mvestment upto Rs. 25 crore m non-backward areas and 
Rs 75 crore m backward areas will take 60 per cent of the 
cases out of the purview of the hcensmg system This will 
undermme the role of plannmg which has already seen con
stant erosion m the past years Such a pohcy will only 
benefit the big busmess houses and distort social pnontles 
set out under the plan process 

In the name of encouragmg the small-scale sector, m
vestment cetlmg has been raised from Rs. 35 lakh to Rs. 60 
lakh m the case of small-scale mdustnal umts, and from Rs 
45 lakh to Rs 75 lakh m the case of ancillary mdustnal 
umts As you must be aware, less than one per cent of the 
small-scale umts have reached the earlier ceiling level. By 
adoptmg such a measure, the Government will only be pro
vidmg further assistance to big busmess to penetrate on a 
large scale the domam of the small-scale and ancillary m-
dustnes -

Fmally, It 1s surpnsmg that this pohcy statement was 
announced precisely when the Approach Paper to the Eighth 
Plan was to come up for d1scuss1on m the National Devel
opment Council meetmg The announcement of the mdus
tnal pohcy statement on the eve of the NDC meetmg m 
June, can be seen only as a move to pre-empt the plan 
process and the finalization of its content The National 
Front's election manifesto had put forth forcefully the goals 
of employment generation, abandonment of a pattern of m
dustnal development which 1s skewed m favour of the upper 
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classes and ehte consumption It had also warned against 
the mdiscnmmate openmg to multmat1onal corporations and 
foreign capital. The mdustnal pohcy statement goes agamst 
these very goals and does not reflect even some of the stated 
aims set out m the Approach Paper for the Eighth Plan 

We are all aware that your Government has mhented a 
legacy of economic problems due to the past pohc1es of the 
Congress(!) Government But these cannot be cleared up 
and a new path struck unless the dnve for hberahzation and 
pnvat1zation which the Ra11v Government adopted under the 
World Bank-IMF pressure, 1s reversed. Recently the US 
Government threatened to use the Super 301 Clause of US 
Trade Act agamst India The World Bank-IMF are exercis
mg constant pressure on India to give up Its independent 
economic pohcy. In such a situation, we had appreciated 
your Government's stand that it will resist such pressures 
and avoid gettmg mto a debt trap 

But the present onentation, as evident m the mdustnaJ 
pohcy statement and various other pronouncements of Cabi
net Mmisters, causes anxiety and concern. I may refer here 
to the statement on power pohcy which bas declared big 
concessions for the pnvate sector m the power mdustry. 
Coupled with import of power equipment on foreign credit, 
it will starve the pubhc sector umts bke BHEL. More and 
more promises are bemg made for hberahzmg foreign in

vestments and relaxations of MRTP regulations for big busi
ness. It 1s reported that the committee of Secretaries has 
discussed a document prepared m the PMO's office which 
unabashedly advocates the !MF-World Bank approach. The 
CPI(M) cannot support such pro-big busmess and pro-MNC 
pohc1es. 

Over two lakh small, medmm and large mdustnal umts 
are closed or sick. There has been a tremendous concentra
tion of economic power in the hands of monopoly houses 
which the MRTP Act has faded to check. None of these 
senous problems have been addressed by the pohcy state
ment. Already the people are facing great hardships due to 
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pnce-nse 10 all commod1t1es I may rem10d you that the 
Left parties' MPs had met you dur10g the last Parliament 
session and urged upon you to ensure that modifications 10 
the F10ance Bill be made to provide rehef to the people 
from the measures which would fuel 10flat1on. But no such 
rehef was provided The results of the new 10dustnal pohcy 
will be to further worsen the cond1hons of the work10g 
people 

The CPI(M) considers that a correct onentat1on 10 eco
nomic pohcy 1s crucial to the National Front Government's 
successful performance for fulfilhng its pledges to the peo
ple As well wishers of your Government, we urge you to 
review the whole gamut of economic pohcy The present 
pohcy onentahon as announced will be disastrous. You can 
101t1ate d1scuss1on with us and all other concerned parties at 
any level so that an economic pohcy which truly serves the 
10terests of the people and the country, 1s formulated. 

I hope you wdl give the views we have set out due con
s1derat1on. 



~ 
Polit Bureau Condemns Murder of 
Balwant Singh* 
Issued statement dated July 10, 1990, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the das
tardly k11lmg of Shn Balwant Smgh, one of the top leaders 
of Punjab, today afternoon In this attack two of the per
sonal secuntymen were also killed. 

This dastardly attack 1s part of the overall strategy bemg 
employed by the extremists to ehmmate the moderate Akah 
leaders so that they may pursue nefarious anti-national 
activities Cnmmals m the name of extremists are contmu
mg theu attacks on the people of Punjab unrestrained The 
Poht Bureau calls upon the Akah leaders to reahze that no 
amount of placating these forces will help them. These ant1-
nat1onal forces are to be fought and isolated if peace has to 
be restored m Punjab. They must arouse the people against 
this heinous cnme. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) demands from the 
Government of India that sterner security measures be em
ployed to deal with these ant1-nahonal forces All efforts 
must be made to restore peace m Punjab by using admm1s
trative measures combmed with a pohtlcal solution to the 
problem. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the people of 
Punjab, recallmg theu heroic and glorious traditions of sac
rifices and contributions to national umty, to umte as never 
before and isolate these antt-national forces. 

*Published ID 'J>Eopu;'s DEMOCRACY', New Dclh1, July 15, 1990 



Polit Bureau on Interference in 
Kashmir by U.S. Congressman* 
Statement dated July 7, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
considers the resolution mtroduced m the U S House of 
Representatives by a Congressman, Mervyn Dymally, on 
Kashmir, as a gross mterference m the mtemal affairs of 
India The resolution calls upon the U S President to "en
courage mclusion of the people from the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir m any negotiations undertaken for the resolu
tion of this dispute". Under this guise, Kashmir is sought to 
be given a separate status from India, which serves the m
terests of the separatists and terronst forces operatmg m the 
Valley aided by Pakistan. The Government of India should 
strongly object to this blatant attempt at mterference and 
make it clear that discussion on such a resolution wdl be 
considered an unfnendly act and needless provocation 

In this connection the Poht Bureau urges the Govern
ment of India to clearly state that no perm1ss10n 1s bemg 
given to the Amnesty International representatives to con
duct theu act1v1t1es m Kashmir or Punjab All these attempts 
to mtematlonahze the mtemal problems m the country should 
be firmly rebuffed 

*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, July 15, 1990 



Condolence on Haj Pilgrims' Tragedy* 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its deep gnef at the 
death of over 1,500 HaJ Pdgnms m a tunnel near Mecca on 
July 2, 1990 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) conveys its condolence to 
the members of the famihes of those who died m this unfor
tunate tragedy. 

•Pubhshed m 'PEOPLB's DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, July lS, 1990 



Polit Bureau's Appeal for Tripura* 

Dunng the recent elections to the Autonomous Distnct Council 
of Tnpura the Congress(l)-TUJS hoodlums, aided and abet
ted by the Congress(l)-TUJS Government, turned the entire 
election mto a farce by massive nggmg and use of muscle 
power. In a preconceived plan the pohce was used to help 
the Congress(!) marauders 

Already ten precious bves of CPl(M) activists and sym
pathizers have been lost. Hundreds have been mJured and 
hospitalized. In the post-election orgy of loot, arson and 
mayhem, thousands have been rendered homeless. Hundreds 
of CPl(M) workers and sympathizers have been framed m 
false cases The aim of the planned attack on the CPI(M) m 
Tnpura is to physically annihilate the Party and the Left Front. 

In such a situation it is the bounden duty of our Party 
comrades and sympathizers to come to the help and succour 
of our Tnpura comrades, who have been valiantly fighting 
to defend the Party and the Left Front cadres. The Poht 
Bureau appeals to all the Party comrades and sympathizers 
and the democratic people throughout India, to immediately 
send financial help to our struggling comrades of Tnpura. 
The State Committees are urged to orgamze the collections 
so that immediate help can be rushed to Tnpura. The con
tnbuuons made may be sent to the Secretary, Tnpura State 
Committee, Commumst Party of India (Marxist), Hariganga 
Basak Sarani, Melar Math, Agartala-799001. 

*Pubhshcd m 'PBoPu!'s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 22, 1990 



~ 
Organize Mass Protests Against 
Terror in Tripura : Call given by 
the Polit Bureau of the CPI(M)* 

Consequent to the mass nggmg orgamzed by the Congress(l)
TUJS alhance m the Tnbal Autonomous D1stnct Council 
elections m Tnpura, a reign of te1Tor has been unleashed on 
the supporters of the CPl(M) and its cadres The ent1re State 
has been v1rtually handed over to armed goons who are 
movmg under pohce protection from place to place They 
are attackmg the houses of CPl(M) cadres and Left Front 
supporters, more tha,n 100 houses have been gutted m this 
rampage of arson and loot In the tnbal compact areas, thou
sands of Party cadres and supporters have been forced to 
flee the1r houses and seek shelter m Jungles. Reports so far 
show that nme CPl(M) workers and cadres have been mur
dered smce election day On the pollmg day itself, Arun 
Deb, a member of the State Committee of the Students Fed
eration of India and a member of the S1mna Local Commit
tee of the CPl(M), was hacked to death ms1de pollmg booth 
No 7, m S1mna Tamakan. The brutal and mhuman nature 
of the attacks are dlustrated by the fact that a 90-year old 
veteran CPl(M) member, Nahm Chakravarty, has been mur
dered m Tehamura 

Seven Party offices have been gutted or destroyed. 
B1rchandramanu Party office has been occupied by the goondas. 
It may be recalled that 11 Party leaders and cadres were 
killed m this Party office by Congress(!) men m October 
1988 Three offices of the Tnpura State Government 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 22, 1990 
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Employees' Coordmat1on Committee m Manu, Dasada and 
Dhamcherra have been occupied The sub-d1v1Slons of Khowa1, 
Subroom, Beloma, Uda1pur and Sadar have been affected by 
this terror The CPI(M) dally, Desher Katha IS bemg spe
cially targetted for attack Its circulation m Subroom and 
Beloma sub-d1v1Slons has been totally stopped All the packets 
of the newspapers for these sub-d1vmons are forcibly taken 
away and the agents and hawkers threatened 

Due to the mass terror, reports have not yet reached from 
many areas, but it is evident that the law of the Jungle 
prevails, and those who stood by the Left Front and the 
CPI(M) are subjected to this merciless violence 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) denounces the Congress(I)
TUJS Government for this hemous cnme It calls upon the 
Government of India to immediately mtervene to stop this 
terror and to ensure the hfe and security of the thousands of 
people who are subjected to this semi-fascist violence The 
para-m1htary forces which were sent to the State for deploy
ment dunng the elect10ns, but were kept immob1hzed by the 
State Government, should contmue to remam m the State 
and be 1mmed1ately deployed to halt the attacks, and restore 
normalcy The CPI(M) calls upon all sections of the people 
to strongly condemn this terror m Tnpura, and call for an 
1mmed1ate halt to these attacks and for the restorallon of 
law and order The Poht Bureau calls upon all its Party 
umts to orgamze protest actions agamst the terror m Tnpura 



Polit Bureau on Reinduction of 
Chautala as Chief Minister of 
Haryana* 
Statement dated July 13, 1990, issued to Press 

The mstallatlon, once agam, of Orn Prakash Chautala as 
Chief M1mster of Haryana goes agamst all the declarations 
made by the Pnme M1mster and the Janata Dai leadership, 
who had asked him to resign after the k1llmgs m the Meham 
by-election nearly two months ago. The Central Govern
ment had announced that an enquiry would be held by a 
Supreme Court Judge. After the election of Chautala from 
another constituency, the Janata Dai leadership had stated 
that the question of his becommg the Chief Mm1ster agam 
did not arise until the election m Meham takes place and the 
verdict of the enqmry becomes available. 

Contrary to all this, suddenly the reverse has been done. 
This action m remstallmg Chautala as Chief Mm1ster 1s 
bound to undermme the cred1b1hty and moral authonty of 
the Janata Dai leadership The parhamentary democratic system 
which 1s already under severe stram, will further suffer by 
this unpnnc1pled act. It will also not help m strengthening 
the umty of the J anata Dai which 1s necesary to face the 
challenges on the pohtlcal and economic fronts. 

*Publtshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 22, 1990 



Homage to Comrade Kishori Lal* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) pays homage to the great 
revolutionary, Pandit Kishon Lal, Comrade-m-anns of Shaheed 
Bhagat Smgh, who breathed his last on the evenmg of 
July 11, 1990, at the Civd Hospital, Jullundur 

Born m Mukenan, district Hoshiarpur, m the begmmg of 
1916 10 the family of Pandit Raghubir Dutt a school teacher, 
Pandit Kishon Lal was drawn mto the revolutionary move
ment at the early age of 13-14 years. He Jomed the NavJawan 
Bharat Sabha formed by Bhagat Smgh and was involved 10 
the Lahore Conspiracy Case, 101tiated m the end of 1929 
agamst Bhagat Smgh and his colleagues. He was the young
est among the accused 10 the conspiracy, and escaped death 
sentence as he was stdl a mmor. He however had to undergo 
hfe impnsonment 10 those dark days of Bntlsh rule 

It is well known that Bhagat Smgh 10 his last days had 
completely gone over to the cause of sc1ent1fic Soc1ahsm, 
and had come to the conclusion that genume freedom could 
be enjoyed by the working class and other to1lmg people, 
when an end was put to the social order of exploitation of 
man by man Young K1shon Lal was mspued by such noble 
ideas and ideals 

Most of the years of his hfe-1mpnsonment were served 
at the Lahore Central Jail, where he made a thorough study 
of the works of Marx, Engles and Lenm and 1omed the 
Commumst Party m 1942 After commg out of pnson a year 

*Pubhshed an 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 22, )990 
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before mdependence, he came to the Party office and of
fered his services to work as a wholeume worker of the 
Party for hfe He worked as a member of the Lahore D1s
tnct Committee, and subsequently, after pantitlon, he be
came a member of the Punjab State Committee, a position 
he held hll the time of his death 

He was m the forefront of the struggle agamst revmon-
1sm and dogmatism and chose to be with those who formed 
the CPI(M) after the spht He served the revolutionary cause 
m vanous capac1t1es He was the President of the Punjab 
State CITU for many years, was a member of the State 
Secretariat of the CPl(M) and Chairman of its Control Com
m1ss1on 

There was not a smgle struggle of the workers and peas
ants m Punjab m which he did not partic1pate His was an 
examplary revolutionary hfe After bemg released from pnson, 
he made the Party office his home He had no other connec
t10ns except that of the Party. He remamed a bachelor and 
refused to entertam the idea of mamage, m order to enable 
him to serve the cause of the workmg class and its aims of 
bulldmg Socialism and Commumsm 

Dunng his entire pohucal earner of 61 years he was 
impnsoned for more than 24 years He had to spend two 
and half years underground He was loved and respected by 
all sections of the people and the Party ranks m the State 
He was a source of mspuatton for hundreds of young peo
ple who devoted their hves to revolutionary cause Even m 
hts old age he was devotmg all his time to fight agamst 
extremism and separatism and for the defence of national umty. 

Hts passmg away is a big loss to the Party, the workmg 
class and the toiling millions m the country. Hts memory 
will be chenshed by all those who stand for mdepedence, 
democracy and Sociahsm. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) dips its red banner •r 

memory of this departed leader and conveys its heartfelt 
condolences to his fnends, Party colleagues and relatives. 



Polit Bureau Opposes 
Private Investment in Steel* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) 1s gravely concerned at the 
dec1S1on to further liberalize the pohcy regardmg the steel 
mdustry, by pemuttmg private sector umts to set up facili
ties up to one million tons per annum Only this May the 
Government had mcreased the capacity ce1hng to 2 5 lakh 
tons. W1thm two months the cedmg has been raised to one 
million tons This dec1s1on 1s patently pro-Indian big busi
ness houses This 1s detrimental to the strengthenmg of the 
pubhc sector and opens the flood gates for foreign mo
nopoly capital to make further mroads mto a key-sector of 
our economy 

The CPI(M) had earher warned the National Front Gov
ernment that such an unabashed policy of hberahzat1on 1s 
detnmental to the goal of self-reliance of the Indian economy 
The CPl(M) has cnt1c1zed the Industrial Policy announced 
by the Government m this light It 1s depressmg to note that 
the Government 1s not heedmg to thts, and on the contrary 
1s proceedmg at a break-neck speed to hberahze the mdus
trial pohcy The Government 1s virtually succumbmg tQ,- the 
pressures of the World Bank and IMP 

The CPl(M) demands from the National Front Govern
ment that this issue be thoroughly discussed m Parliament 
roefore bemg put mto effect. The CPl(M) 1s firmly opposed 
to any attempt to further dilute the pubhc sector Such a 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 29, 1990 
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pohcy of hberahzahon would only heap further burdens on 
the Indian people and lead to the mortgagmg of our economy 
which m turn would make our pohttcal mdependence 
vulnerable 



Polit Bureau Communique* 
Issued on August 3, 1990 

The Poht Bureau, rev1ewmg the national political s1tuat1on, 
expressed deep anxiety that the threat to national unity m 
Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir, contmues m unabated form 
with hundreds of people killed m the last few week" The 
s1tuat1on m Assam due to the act1v1t1es of ULFA, has also 
deteriorated The National Front Government has been un
able so far to chalk out such pohcy measures, both admm-
1strat1ve ~~ poht1cal, which would help to meet the serious 
ri._ drges from the terrorist and separatist forces m these 
areas 

Punjab 

In Punjab, the Khahstani terrorists have mtens1f1ed their 
murderous act1v1ties with help from across the border There 
has been a steep mcrea-.e m the number of persons killed by 
the terrorists Extortions of money by the terrorists contm
ues unchecked Even though the security forces have scored 
some successes m combatmg terrorists, m the absence of 
any senous political 1nit1at1ve, there is growmg msecunty 
among the mmority community about their future m the 
State. The Government has to announce steps to solve the 
genume problems of the people of Punjab w1thm the frame
work of the RaJ1v-Longowal Accord The united pohtlcal 
campaign to mobilize people agamst secess10mst forces should 
be stepped up 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 12, 1990 
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Kashmir 

In Jammu & Kashm1r, the mfiltratton by Pakistan of tramed 
armed men mto the Valley has been stepped up m a big way 
A large amount of soph1st1cated weapons and explosives 
have been sent m The admm1strat10n 1s yet to apprehend 
many hardcore cadres of the Jamaat-e-Islam1 who have been 
mamly responsible for f annmg fundamentalist violence Further 
effective measures are requ1red to check the mfiltratlon and 
to provide security for those who are refusmg to succumb 
to the separatist pressures 

Assam 

In Assam ULFA contmues its Illegal act1v1t1es with 1mpu
mty Money 1s bemg brazenly extorted from traders and 
busmessmen by the ULFA The abduction of the General 
Manager of the IOC, his son and dnver, and later the kdhng 
of the SP of D1brugarh, shows the total mcapac1ty of tl1e 
AGP Government to take steps to check then depredations 

Convene All-Parties' Meeting 

In all these three States, the act1v1hes of these separatist and 
terronstlc forces pose a senous threat to national umty It 
was expected that the National Front Government would 
give top pnonty to deal with these problems. In the begm
nmg some m1t1at1ve was taken, as m the case of Punjab But 
now the Central Government gives the 1mpress1on that 1t has 
no coherent pohcy m tacklmg these problems The CPI(M) 
has consistently advocated a umted national effort to tackle 
the problems which concern national umty Unhke the prac
tice of the previous Congress(I) regime which sought to use 
the problems for its narrow partisan ends, a common ap
proach is required by all parties committed to the umty and 
mtegnty of this country In this connection, the CPI(M) had 
suggested bnngmg m together all such forces m an all-

' . parties meetmg to discuss and evolve a common approach 
It 1s regrettable that the Central Government h'as not taken 
up this suggestion Today 1t is all the more 1mperat1ve that 
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an all-parties' meeting is convened to discuss the threats to 
national unity, with particular reference to the problems faced 
in Punjab, Jammu & Kashmir. 

Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid Dispute 

The Polit Bureau noted that the dicision of the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad to go ahead with the construction of the temple 
from October 30, and the preparatory campaign for it has 
contributed a dangerous dimension to this sensitive prob
lem. The VHP has refused to heed the appeal to try for an 
amicable solution and otherwise be committed to adhere to 
the High Court verdict. Such an appeal, acceptable to the 
Muslim side, if agreed upon by all, is the only way the 
problem could be resolved without endangering communal 
harmony and the unity of the country. Instead of adopting 
such a course the VHP, backed by the RSS and the BJP, 
have now embarked upon a path which seeks to drive a 
wedge between the majority and minority communities. In 
the context of the serious situation facing the country is 
Kashmir and Punjab, this is an utterly irresponsible stand. 
All patriotic and secular forces must unitedly assert them
selves to see that the confrontationist path adopted by the 
VHP does not succeed. The Central Government and the 
U.P. Government have a big role to play in meeting this 
challenge to communal amity. The Polit Bureau appreciated 
the holding of the anti-communal convention in U.P. on 
July 15, in which a call has been given for a mass campaign 
to mobilize the people in defence of communal amity in the 
State. 

Semi-fascist terror in Tripura 

Apprehensions that the Congress(l)-TUJS alliance would resort 
to violent and terror tactics in Tripura Tribal Autonomous 
District Council elections were fully confirmed on the poll
ing day, the July 8. Altogether 126 polling booths out of a 
total 664 were rigged. Ministers openly moved with armed 
men to organize the rigging. After the elections a brutal 
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reign of terror has been contmumg m different parts of the 
State particularly m the tnbal compact areas Eleven CPl(M) 
cadres and workers have been murdered smce the election 
day, 35 houses of CPI(M) and Left Front supporters have 
been gutted by arson and 236 houses ransacked and looted 
The mhuman nature of the attack is dlustrated by the mur
der of an eighty year old CPl(M) member Nahm Chakraborty 
m Tehamura, and hackmg to death of Arun Deb, a CPl(M) 
polhng agent and student leader ms1de the polhng booth 
Consequent to the terror, over a lakh of CPl(M) supporters 
and ordmary people have been forced to leave their house~ 
and areas and take shelter elsewhere Hundreds of women 
have been subjected to rape or molestation. 

The Congress(I)-TUJS Government by throwmg overboard 
all c1v1hzed norms has lost the moral authority to rule the 
State The Poht Bureau decided th it a big protest campaign 
should be orgamzed agamst this terror m Tnpura It appre
ciated the fact that the National Front has sent a delegation 
to enqmre mto the situation m the State 

The Poht Bureau called upon all its Party umts to organ
ize big protest actions on August 17, and observe 1t as an 
all-India Day to call for a halt to the attacks m Tnpura The 
Poht Bureau called upon all its umts, members, sympathiz
ers to collect funds for Tnpura so that the Party there can 
render aid and succour to the victims of the terror. 

Economic Situation 

The Poht Bureau reiterated its strong opposition to the In
dustrial Pohcy Statement announced at the fag end of the 
last Parliament session It noted that the mam thrust of this 
statement is to vigorously pursue the path of pnvat1zat1on 
and hberahzation ushered m by the RaJIV Gandhi Govern
ment The unprecedented concessions m the sphere of for
eign eqmty participation up to 40 per cent through auto
matic clearance, the concessions to big busmess under the 
garb of assistance to small-scale and medrnm sector, the 
abandonment of self-reliance and curtailmg the pubhc 
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sector-all will undermme the country's sovereignty The 
PB also noted that s1mtlar pohcy pronouncements are be
mg made with regard to the steel mdustry, power and other 
sectors All these constitute a surrender to World Bank and 
IMF pressures The CPl(M) will oppose such pohc1es and 
warns the National Front Government that 1t will have a 
very harmful effect on the hvmg cond1t10n of the workmg 
people. It expects the National Front Government to review 
these pohc1es, and reformulate them keepmg m view. its 
own pledges m its election mamfesto where 1t has commit
ted itself to check the md1scnmmate penetration of multma
ttonal corporations and foreign capital mto the country 

Crushing Burden of Price Rise 
The Poht Bureau expressed its senous concern at the con
tmumg pnce nse which 1s causmg great hardship to the 
people. For seven months the wholesale pnce mdex of com
modities has contmuously escalated and now stands at 178 1 
on 14 7 1990 as compared to 166 4 on 23 12 1989. These 
figures give only a partial md1catton of the crushmg burden 
of contmuous pnce nse of all essential commod1t1es as re
tail pnces are much higher. The pnces of edible otls have 
shot up m recent weeks The pnces of tea, pulses, vegeta
bles, sugar and cement contmue to nse The budgetary pohc1es 
have fuelled the mflat1onary trend as apprehended The m
crease m the pnce of diesel and petrol, the mcrease m the 
issue of pnce of wheat and nee, have all subjected the most 
vulnerable sections to pnce nse which has senously eroded 
theu hvmg standards 

The claims made by the Government of improvement m 
the pnce s1tuat1on with respect to different sectors are m1s
leadmg and untenable The Government of India whtle m
creasmg the procurement pnce of foodgrams should have 
taken steps to ensure that the pnces m the pubhc d1stnbu
t1on system were subs1d1zed and not subject to mcreases 
The only way the pnce nse can be met 1s by strengthenmg 
the pubhc d1stnbut1on system and ensurmg that 14 essential 
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commodities such as foodgrams, sugar, edible 011, salt, tea, 
standard cloth, matchbox, washmg soap, etc , are brought 
withm the purview of the pubhc distribution system and 
scope of rationmg system expanded to cover all areas fully 

The National Front Government is complacent about se
rious hardship caused to the people through the price rise 
In order to galvamze the Government mto action and force 
it to take steps to protect the rights of the common people 
to meet the effects of price nse, the Poht Bureau has called 
upon the entire Party to observe August 20 to 25 as a week 
of protest agamst pnce nse and to demand strengthenmg of 
the pubhc distribution system 

J anata Dai Crisis 

The Poht Bureau expressed its strong disapproval of the 
manner m which the mternal confhcts withm the Janata Dai 
has led to a cnsis m the National Front Government. After 
the settlement of the Chautala issue m mid-July, another 
controversy has erupted over the letter sent by the Deputy 
Prime Mmister and his mterview published m the press 
The pubhc amng of quarrels has seriously compromised the 
prestige of the Government The people's hopes are bemg 
behed when they see the leadership of the rulmg party m
dulgmg m mternecme quarrels when the country is faced 
with serious problems such as Pun3ab, Kashmir, Assam and 
the price nse. The Poht Bureau hopes that the Janata Dai 
leadership will end once for all the recurrence of such con
fhcts, and get down to the serious busmess of tacklmg the 
country's multifarious problems This is the least that can 
be done to fulfil the people's verdict and aspirations. 

ANC Status : Welcome Decision 

The Poht Bureau welcomes the decision of the Government 
of India to accord full diplomatic status to the African Na
tional Congress Mission m India This is m keepmg with 
India's total commitment and support to the struggle of the 
people of South Africa agamst the racist apartheid regime 



On Setback to Democratic Process in 
Pakistan* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
August 7, 1990, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) condemns the d1sm1ssal of 
the Banaz1r Bhutto Government by the Pak1stam President 
The people of Pakistan, after years of ardouos struggle, 
mstalled a democratically elected government The sackmg 
of the 19-months old Government and the house arrest of 
Ms Bhutto 1s a setback to the people's struggle for democ
racy m Pakistan. 

The d1sm1ssal of the democratically elected Government 
comes JUSt one day before the National Assembly of Paki
stan was to discuss and adopt a confidence motion on 
Ms. Benaz1r Bhutto's Government. By this action the demo
cratic process has been endangered and the pro-1mpenahst 
and pro-m1htanst forces w1thm Pakistan have gamed the 
upper hand The Poht Bureau apprehends that these devel
opments will adversely affect lndo-Pak relations 

The CPl(M) extends support to the people of Pakistan m 
their contmumg struggles m defence of democracy and civil 
hbert1es 

*Pubhshcd m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Dclh1, August 12, 1990 



Polit Bureau on Devi Lal's Dismissal 
from National Front Government* 

The CPl(M) had conveyed to the Janata Dai leadership that 
tt 1s for the Pnme Mtmster to resolve the cns1s which 
affected the National Front Government regardmg the role 
of Shn Devt Lal The Poht Bureau while pomtmg out that 
it was an mternal matter of the Janata Dai, had also warned 
that the mternecme quarrels are damagmg the image of the 
Government and dtsappomtmg the hopes of the people 

The Pnme Mmtster has now acted by droppmg Shn Devt 
Lal from the Cabmet The people expect the leadership of 
the Government and the Janata Dai to put an end to their 
mternal confhcts and govern effecttvely. The Poht Bureau 
hopes that the National Front Government will unmed1ately 
get down to tackling the senous situation facmg the coun
try The problems m Punjab, Jammu & Kashmir, Assam and 
the threat of the divmve and communal forces need to be 
urgently tackled Pnonty has to be given to prov1dmg reltef 
to the people suffermg from the steep pnce-nse 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 12, 1990 



Polit Bureau on the Situation in 
the Gulf* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its deep concern at 
the fast detenoratmg s1tuat10n m the Gulf The tensions are 
escalatmg followmg the U S dec1s1on to deploy a quarter 
mtlhon of its troops m Saudi Arabia and m the Gulf. The 
CPl(M) strongly condemns such a U S m1htary mtervent10n 
m the region This can lead to no solut10n, but on the contrary 
further aggravate the s1tuat1on The US 1mpenahsm's role m 
perpetuatmg the conflict m West Asia stands completely ex
posed The USA, leave alone mtervenmg, has refu~ed to even 
exert pressure agamst Z1omst Israeh expans10msm and occu
pallon of the West Bank and the Gaza Stnp The USA all along 
has disrupted Arab umty to advance its mterests m the region 
lt 1s only natural that thousands of people m varmus Arab 
countnes have nsen m protest agamst this U S mterventlon 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) 1s opposed to any armed 
mtervenllon by any country, undermmmg the sovereignty of 
any other country The Arab League, seized with the prob
lem, has taken some m1tiat1ves. The Poht Bureau of the 
CPl(M) 1s of the considered op1mon that the solution to the 
cns1s must emerge from amongst the Arab countnes them
selves without any outside mtervenllon 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) calls for the immediate 
withdrawal of the U S and its allied troops from the Gulf 
The Non-Ahgned Movement must 1mmed1ately take the 101-
tlallve m defusmg the tensions and arnvmg at a solution 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 19, 1990 



[ill) 
On Reservations for the Backward 
Classes* 
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) issued statement dated 
August 16, 1990, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep concern 
at the grow1Dg agitation aga1Dst the announcement of reser
vations for the backward classes ID services, made by the 
Government of India Already the ag1tat1on has turned vio
lent ID B1har result1Dg ID loss of hfe and destruction of 
pubhc property There is every danger of the ant1-reserva
t10n ag1tallon spreadmg to other States. The CPI(M) 1s opposed 
to any such movement which seeks to reverse the grant of 
reservation to the backward classes 

The question of reservation for any particular caste or 
section of people has become a contenllous issue ID the last 
decade as successive governments have proved 1Dcapable of 
solvmg the problem of unemployment and ensur1Dg speedy 
economic development 

In the context of the grow1Dg number of unemployed, the 
hm1ted number of Jobs, particularly ID Government service, 
becomes the focus of stiff competition 

The reservation for the backward castes ID services, termed 
as the other backward classes (OBCs), has been announced 
by the National Front Government as per the recommenda
t10ns of the Mandal Comm1ss1on report The CPI(M) sup
ports the move for reservallon of Jobs for these backward 
sections. It 1s a fact that the bulk of the people belongmg to 
these categories are econom1cally and educationally back
ward However, ID case of the OBCs, unhke the Mandal 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLs's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 26, 1990 
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Comm1ss1on report, the CPl(M) mamtams that w1thm the 
reservauon allotted to them, there should be an economic 
cntenon This is necessary, as w1thm the OBCs, there are 
strata who are economically well off, ownmg land and other 
resources If the genumely needy m these commumtles are 
to benefit from reservations, then an economic critenon 1s 
essential to differentiate them from those who are well-off 
In case of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tnbes, the 
CPl(M) has supported reservations for them without any 
economic critenon as they are a special category who have 
been subjected to centunes of v1c1ous social oppression under 
the caste system which contmues to this day 

The oppos1uon to reservation arises from those sections 
who also mclude a large number of the economically de
prived It will be very unfortunate and d1srupt1ve 1f on res
ervations, the poor and workmg people are d1v1ded on caste 
Imes All efforts must be made to preserve their umty Ac
tually, both the votaries and opponents of reservations for 
backward classes, seem to consider recruitment to the hm-
1ted number of jobs available the crucial question for their 
economic progress This 1s a narrow hm1ted view. The umty 
of the workmg people of all sections 1s essential as reserva
tions by itself cannot be the solution to the senous and 
basic problems facmg the people. No advance for the rural 
poor belongmg to all castes 1s possible without radical land 
reforms, no relief for the urban masses 1s possible without 
a break ID the concentration of wealth 

The struggle to change the present unequal order which 
concentrates wealth m a few hands and restncts employ
ment, reqmres the umted movement of all The CPl(M) hopes 
that the enlightened sections amongst those not entitled to 
reservation will accept that reservation provides hm1ted re
lief to some of the backward sections It should not become 
a bamer to their forgmg bonds of umty with the f1ghtmg 
sections m these commumtles so that a powerful common 
movement can be bmlt up for basic changes ID the present 
set-up. 



~ 
Report on Political Developments* 
(Adopted in the meeting of the Central Committee 
of the CPI(M) held from August 25 to 28, 1990) 

I 
INTERNATIONAL 

The most important mternattonal event that contmues to 
engage the attention of the world 1s the recent m1htary 
annexation of Kuwait by Iraq This military mvas1on which 
undermmes the sovereignty of an mdependent nauon has to 
be outnghtly condemned Whtie the Umted Nations 1s try
mg to seek a solution and the Arab League is seized of the 
matter, U.S 1mpenahsm has umlaterally taken m1htary mi
t1at1ves m the Gulf region It 1s m the process of deploymg 
a quarter mtlhon of its troops m Saudi Arabia and its naval 
fleets m the Gulf armed with sophisttcated weaponry. The 
USA 1s attemptmg a military blockade of Iraq gomg to the 
extent of not allowmg even food and medical supplies This 
latter aspect has been cnuc1zed even by the U N Secretary
General. It ts strange that now the U N Secunty Council 
has adopted a resolullon empowenng mdiv1dual countries to 
take resort to force to enforce sancllons agamst Iraq Th•s 
will only provide a cover for U S aggressive acts. The pro
gressive, peace lovmg people and ant1-1mpertahst forces the 
world over have outnghtly condemned this brazen m1htary 
mterventton by U S impenahsm. 

The U S impenahsm has contnbuted to the contmumg 
conflict s1tuatton m West Asia m the past by dtrectly a1dmg 
and abettmg z1omst Israel m its military occupation of the 
West Bank, Gaza Stnp, as well as Syna's occupation of 

*Published as a booklet m September, 1990 
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Lebanon In this background, its 'concern' for the independ
ent status of Kuwait, is actually a cover to entrench its 
military presence in the Gulf in order to mfluence, if not 
control, the bulk of world's od supplies The USA has tre
mendous economic interests at stake m the Gulf as U S -
based 011 companies virtually have controlling mterest over 
the bulk of supplies from Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 

The Arab League has taken some imtiatives and any solution 
to this cnsis can emerge only from amongst the Arab co~n
tnes Any outside mtervention will only further aggravate 
the situation forcmg a Mtuation of war This will adversely 
affect peace and secunty not only m West Asia but will have 
grave mternational ramification!! 

Large protest actions withm the Arab countnes are tak
mg place agamst this U S. mtervent1on The people of this 
region for years have been victims of the US -Israeh nuh
tary nexus which has m1htardy mvaded and occupied Arab 
lands with total disregard to mternatlonal norms The real 
character of U S. 1mpenahsm stands exposed once agam by 
this umlateral mihtary mterventlon m the region. Fissures 
are developmg w1thm the 1mpenahst camp itself with some 
of the NATO alhes hke France sendmg its troops to impose 
the U N sanctions but not for direct m1htary activity and 
blockade as suggested by the USA 

The U S 1mpenalism must forthwith withdraw its forces 
from the Gulf This alone will lay the basis for the Arab 
countnes to resolve the current cnsis The effect of the cns1s 
1s already bemg felt m the nsmg pnces of crude oil This 
will adversely effect the economies of the developing coun
tnes The growmg anti-1mpenahst protests by the Arab people 
should be supported by all progressive and peace lovmg 
forces m the world 

The CPI(M) appreciates the stand taken by the Govern
ment of India. Whde seekmg a solution for the Iraqi mva
s1on of Kuwait, 1t has outnghtly condemned unilateral U S. 
mihtary intervention The Government of India's efforts to 
ensure the safety of the thousands of Indians servmg m Gulf 
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countnes and its arrangements for the return of those w1sh
mg to, deserve high appreciation 

The mfluence of U S 1mpenahsm m our region 1s re
flected m the fact that both Pakistan and Bangladesh have 
eagerly announced the sending of their troops to JOID U.S 
forces m its umlateral m1htary 1Dtervent1on ID the region 

Pakistan 

The d1sm1ssal of Pnme M1D1ster Benazir Bhutto and her 
government by the Pakistan President constitutes a senous 
setback to the struggle for democracy m Pakistan Commg 
m the background of growmg ethmc tensions this step shows 
the continued efforts of the m1htary chque and its mentors 
U S impenahsm, to subvert the democratic process ID the 
country Though the President has announced the holding of 
elections on October 24, there 1s a widespread behef that 
this will not be a free and fair election Demands are also 
bemg raised from many quarters that the Emergency should 
be withdrawn m order to fac1htate a free and fair election. 
These developments are bound to adversely affect the lndo
Pak relations. Notwithstanding the genumeness or otherwise 
of all corruption charges levelled against Benazir Bhutto 
and her Government, such a summary sacking of an elected 
government will surely not be tolerated by the people of 
Pakistan who for long years have fought an arduous battle 
for the defence of democracy The people of India express 
theu sohdar1ty with the people of Pakistan ID their struggle 
for the restoration of democracy 

Sri Lanka 

M1htary host1ht1es m the island country contmue with growmg 
attacks on the people of the North-Eastern prov1Dce A large 
number of Tamils are pour1Dg 1Dto India as refugeec; 
Sn Lankan Government and the LTTE are engaged m a 
ruthless confrontation 

The aggravation of the conflict has led to death of large 
number of c1v1hans and of substantial casualties on both 
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sides, to starvation and misery of the people, to the uproot
mg of thousands of people from their homes and fratnc1dal 
clashes between Tamds and Smhalese m many areas The 
confhct threatens to disturb peace m the region and pro
vides a ferttle ground for 1mpenahst mtngues 

The present confhct 1s due to the disastrous pohc1es of 
the Premadasa Government and of the LTTE m JOmmg to
gether to demand the withdrawal of the IPKF without the 
full 1mplementat1on of all the terms of the lndo-Sn Lanka 
Accord The Sn Lankan Government followed a dehberate 
pohcy of p1ttmg different groups of Tamtl m1htants agamst 
each other The LTTE on the other hand with its ultenor 
motives of estabhshmg its monopobsttc terronsttc domma
tton over the North and North-East, played mto the hands of 
the Premadasa Government. 

The withdrawal of the IPKF from Sn Lanka followmg 
the persistent demand from the Sn Lankan Government was 
an mev1table step However, the Government of India should 
have made more consistent and sustamed efforts for the 
tmplementatton of the prov1s1ons of the Sn Lanka-India Accord, 
particularly m the matter of genume devolution of powers to 
the Provmc1al Counctls. 

Smee the contmuatton and escalation of the confhct is 
bound to have disastrous consequences, the Government 
of India should take all possible m1ttattves at the poht1cal 
and d1plomat1c level to urge upon the Sn Lankan Govern
ment and the LTTE to end the f1ghtmg Just and demo
cratic solution to the problems should be found through 
negottattons 

The senous repercussions of the Sn Lankan confhct on 
India cannot be underestimated The growmg mflux of Tamtl 
refugees mto Tamtl Nadu is hkely to create difficult prob
lems The declaration of Government of India that Indian 
sod will not be allowed to be utthzed by the Tamil m1htants 
for their act1v1ttes will have to be strictly implemented The 
Tamd N adu Government m particular has to take eff ect1ve 
measures to counter the harmful and dangerous act1v1t1es of 
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the LTTE m the State, as h1ghhghted by the brazen murder 
of EPRLF leaders in Madras city 

At least at this stage it is hoped that the LITE would 
reahse the most harmful consequences of the pohc1es of 
mum1dat10n, terror and anmhtlauon of all pohtical elements
Tamil and Smhalese-who do not accept thetr dommauon 
The LTTE pohc1es have weakened the umty of the Tamd 
people m the fight for theu JUSt and democratic demands and 
have strengthened the ultra-chauvm1st, reactionary forces m 
Sn Lanka Pursuance of the same path of the LITE will 
cause enormous damage to the vital mterests of Tamil mmonty 

Indo-Soviet Summit 

The meetmg m Moscow between the Indian Prme Mm1ster 
VP Smgh and Soviet President M1kha1l Gorbachev, re
sulted m the Sov1et-Ind1an declaration deahng with vari
ous issues concernmg world peace, our country and region 
and various agreements were arrived at on economic rela
tions as well as other spheres. These are new landmarks m 
the history of Indo-Sov1et relations Reiteratmg the Delhi 
Declaration, the Moscow Declaration endorses the mutual 
destre of both the countries for the bmldmg of a "nuclear 
weapon free and non-violent world". This further strengthemng 
of the trad1t1ons of Indo-Soviet fnendhs1p will contribute 
to the strengthenmg of the forces of peace and progress m 
the world 

USSR-U.S. Summit 

Immediately after our last Central Committee meetmg m May, 
the Summit meetmg between Gorbachev and Bush took place 
As we noted then, this furthered the process of disarmament 
Vanous agreements on crucial issues such as chemical weap
ons, reduction of air and sea misstles have been arrived at. 
These are to be formulated m a comprehensive treaty by the 
next Summit. In this background it is all the more important 
that the peace forces m the world mtens1fy their efforts for 
the ehmmatlon of all nuclear weapons from this planet. 
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II 
NATIONAL SITUATION 

The May Central Committee meetmg evaluatmg the grave 
s1tuat1on facmg the country noted "Both on the communal 
as well as on the regional and ethnic issues the s1tuat1on 1s 
becommg ever more senous The extremist act1v1t1es m J&K, 
Punjab and Assam endanger the very umty and secunty of 
our country The escalation of mflammatory communal propa
ganda and potential threats of mass mob1hzat1on on th~se 
issues are posmg a grave challenge to communal harmony, 
the umty and mtegnty of India 

Dunng the last three months the National Front Govern
ment has not been able to chalk out such pohcy measures, 
both admm1strat1ve and pohtlcal to meet these senous chal
lenges No tangible progress has been made m resolvmg 
these problems. The threat to the umty and mtegnty of India 
contmues to mtens1fy 

Kashmir 

Recently there had been some success gained by the admm-
1strat1on m arresting sections of the top leadership of the 
extremists Large caches of sophisticated arms have been 
recovered from those mfiltratmg across the border. This seizure 
of weapons exposes the proxy war bemg conducted by the 
Pak1stam m1htary chque However, mfiltrat1on of Pakistan 
tramed youth mto the Valley contmues Effective measures 
to check this mfiltrat1on have to be urgently undertaken by 
the National Front Government Though the admm1strat1on 
and para m1htary forces are operatmg under heavy strams, 
the recent mc1dents of repression and harassment of mno
cent people cannot be condoned. Such mc1dents duectly 
play mto the hands of the extremists While firm adm1ms
trat1ve measures m dealmg with the extremists must be un
dertaken, the government must take the 1mt1at1ve to announce 
steps meetmg the democratic aspuat1ons and solvmg the 
genume problems bemg faced by the Kashmm people. The 
proper mtegrat1on of the Kashmm people with India must 

Vol XXIll-24 
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be ensured Provisions of Article 370, that have eroded over 
the years must be revived so that greater autonomy can be 
ensured The CPl(M) outnghtly rejects the BJP demand for 
the scrappmg of Article 370. This plays directly mto the 
hands of the enemies of the nat10n. The National Front Gov
ernment must undertake new schemes for solvmg the unem
ployment problem amongst the Kashmm youth More Kashmm 
youth must be enlisted m the Central services of the country 

Punjab 

The Khahstam terronsts contmue to mtensif y their murder
ous activities wth an increase m the number of innocent 
people bemg killed Extortions of money, mtlmidation, threats 
ali,o contmue unabated. The msecunty amongst the mmor-
1ty community m the state contmues. Notwlthstandmg 
admmistatlve measures to combat the terronsts, a senous 
political mitlatlve towards the resolution of the problem JS 

yet to be taken The National Front Government must um
laterally announce measures m accordance with the RaJiV
Longowal Accord aimed at solvmg the genume problems of 
the people and meetmg their aspiratlons. Unless normalcy 
and peace return to the state, proper conditions for the hold
mg of free and fair elections cannot be ensured After some 
imtial success scored by the National Front Government, 
not much progress has been made towards solvmg the prob
lem. The Left parties have taken the m1ttattve by holding a 
dharna at Delhi on August 27, h1ghhghtmg the demands of 
the people, their deterrnmation to oppose the extremists and 
safeguard the umty and mtegnty of the country. 

Assam 

The dlegal and extremist acuviues of the ULFA contmue 
unabated Open daylight murders, brazen extortions and looting 
are leadmg to a dangerous s1tuallon m the state The total 
unw11Imgness of the AGP Government to check these activi
ties stands exposed today wth a secllon of them actively 
conmvmg wth the ULFA The NatJonal Front Government 
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must take steps to ensure that one of its constituents, the 
AGP, takes firm measures to check the serious challenge 
posed by the ULFA to the country's umty and integrity 

The AASU led agitation imposing a blockade on the flow 
of crude 011 from Assam had senously affected supplies to 
refinenes both inside and outside Assam In a situation of 
crisis as a result of the Gulf conflict, the continuation of 
this agitation is seriously affecting the interests of the coun
try as a whole, and exposes the separatist character of the 
AASU 

Bahri Masjid-Ramjanmabhoomi Dispute 

The VHP has intensified Its preparations for going ahead 
with the construction of the temple from the 30th of Octo
ber Refusing to heed to appeals for an amicable solution 
either through negotiations or the court verdict, the VHP 
has unleashed an mflammatory preparatory campaign. This 
1s leadmg to dangerous dimensions The VHP backed by the 
RSS and BJP, by takmg such an aggressive position ts only 
playmg mto the hands of the enemies of the nation espe
cially m the background of the developments in Punjab and 
Kashmir All patriotic and secular forces must umte to re
buff such a challenge. The Central and the U P State gov
ernment will have to forthrightly take measures against any 
steps that will further widen the divide between the majority 
and minority community and pose greater dangers to our 
country's umty 

In this background the May Central Committee meeting 
noted "A most dangerous situation has been created which 
will have disastrous consequences for communal harmony 
in the country. Combined with secess1omst activities m 
Kashmir, Punjab and Assam, an extremely grave situation 
has been created which threatens the umty and mtegrtty of 
our country The Left and secular forces are duty-bound m 
this situation to umte and launch a countrywide campaign 
in the defence of national umty and against the activities of 
both the majority and mmonty communahsm." 
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In pursuance of this understanding an anti-communal 
convention was held m UP on July 15 which has called for 
a mass campaign and mobihzauon m defence of communal 
harmony A broadbased committee cons1stmg of all secular 
forces has been formed to conduct these programmes Apart 
from a state level central rally and six regional ralhes it has 
been planned that such ralhes will be held m at least forty 
d1stnct headquarters Over 15 lakhs of people will directly 
be mob1hzed by these programmes. It 1s only the strength 
of the secular forces, belongmg to all commumties, that can 
thwart this nsmg serious challenge to our country's umty 
and mtegnty. 

The National Front Government will have to senously 
address its efforts to resolvmg these outstanding problems 
which contmue to pose a grave threat. This can be done m 
consultation and cooperation with all the poht1cal part1ei 
which have the mterests of our country at heart. 

Tripura 

Unabated sem1-fasc1st terror by the Congress(!) contmues m 
Tnpura This has been escalated m preparation for and smce 
the election to the Tnpura Tnbal Autonomous D1stnct Council 
(TTADC) on July 8 The May Central Committee meeting 
had noted : "The Congress(!) 1s makmg full preparation to 
create violent disturbances and thus attempt to disrupt these 
elections." The events smce, clearly show that the Congress(!) 
led government m the state is throwmg overboard all c1v1-
hsed norms and unleashmg unprecedented terror. 

The details of murders, attacks, burnmg, ransackmg and 
lootmg of houses and unheard of atroc1t1es on women have 
been dealt by a team of National Front MPs who v1s1ted the 
state. Even the Governor has reportedly sent his report to the 
President detaihng these attacks. The CPI(M) 10 Parhament 
has demanded that this report be placed on the floor of the 
Houses. The Congress(l)-led Government has lost all moral 
authonty to rule. The sem1-fasc1st terror unleashed pnmanly 
against the CPI(M) is not spanng even the adm1mstrat1on 
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and JUd1c1ary Apart from threats and mttm1dat1on, officers 
are assaulated for not complymg with the Congress(!) In the 
mterests of safeguardmg democracy and democratic mst1tu
Uons m the country as a whole, the Central Government 
must take effective steps for protectmg the elementary demo
cratic rights and c1vtl hbert1es of the people m Tnpura. The 
enqmry ordered by the State Government 1s a blatant attempt 
to cover up these sem1-fasc1st crimes 

The Central Committee calls upon the Party rank and file 
to protest agamst such sem1-fac1st terror unleashed upon lhe 
CPl(M) and expresses sohdarity with our struggling comrades 
The Central Committee remforces the earher Poht Bureau ap
peal for collection of funds for our fighting comrades m Tnpura 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) salutes the com
rades tn Tnpura for the mdom1table courage with which 
they are facmg such sem1-fasc1st attacks. The all India Pro
test Day calhng for a halt to such terror m Tnpura observed 
on August 17 evoked good response all over the country 

Andhra Pradesb 

The May Central Committee Resolution had noted : "The 
detenoratton of the overall law and order situation and the 
open conmvance of the Congress(!) Government with sec
tions of the Naxahtes has created a situation where there 1s 
a virtual collapse of admm1strat1on m some districts " The 
s1tuat10n has further deteriorated smce then The open ter
rorist activities of the People's War Group contmue to pose 
mnumerable hardships on the people Durmg the last three 
weeks several crores of rupees of pubhc property has been 
aestroyed by their activity Forc1bie extortions of money 
contmue unabated Reportedly over Rs 40 crores has been 
collected by these elements through terror. In many places 
these elements openly mtervene m land disputes on behalf 
of the landlords K1sans who, after years of struggle and 
many a sacnfice, have taken possession of land illegally 
held by the landlord and started cultivat1on are bemg forced 
to give up the lands Those who resist are tned m the so 
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called "People's Courts" The CPl(M) which 1s resisting this 
patently pro-landlord terror unleashed by these sections of 
Naxahtes 1s being made a special target of attack with 
murderous attempts on many of our leading cadres This 1s 
nothing else but another form of extremist violence which 
1s leading to anarchy and total breakdown of the admin1stra
t1ve apparatus in many d1stncts 

This general breakdown of law and order s1tuat1on and 
open terronst1c act1v1t1es of the Naxahtes comes m the back
ground of worsening situation on all fronts m the state. 
Welfare schemes are bemg withdrawn and people are sub
jected to greater hardships. Corruption and nepotism have 
become rampant. 

People's Issues 

The May Central Committee meeting warned : "However, 
we must reahse the senous hm1tat1ons m the pohc1es and 
practices of the National Front Government. While our un
conditional support to this government remams on the im
plementation of its own elecllon manifesto, our Party real
ises, that its approach to soc10-econom1c issues remams 
basically the same as that of the earlier Congress Govern
ments Whde extendmg wholehearted support to all positive 
1mllat1ves that this government undertakes, 1t 1s the task of 
our Party and the Left and secular forces to expose the 
shortcomings and rally the people agamst any anti-people 
pohc1es and pracllces." 

In pursuance of this understandmg, the CPl(M) Central 
Commtttee gave the call to observe a nation-wide week long 
protest agamst pnce-nse from 20th to 25th August. 

However, pnces contmue to nse unchecked. The whole
sale pnce-mdex shot up from 166 2 m the begmnmg of 
January this year to 178 7 by the end of July. Between 
March and June there was a 7 3 per cent increase Food 
articles registered a 9 8 per cent mcrease, wheat nsmg by 
11 per cent; nee by 5 2 per cent; groundnut oil by 20 per 
cent, other ods by 16 7 per cent These are figures of wholesale 
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pnces By the time these arucles reach the md1v1dual con
sumer the pnce nse 1s much higher 

Such a pnce nse 1s 1mposmg heavier burdens on the 
already burdened t01hng people of the country 

Instead of makmg a break with the old Congress(l)'s 
economic pohc1es which led to an acute discontent among 
the people, the National Front Government pursues the same 
pohc1es as reflected m the budget that 1t presented this year 
The steep hike m the pnces of petroleum products, railway 
freight, hikes m the procurement pnces leadmg to the mcrease 
m issue pnce have all contnbuted to this overall mflatton. 

The people of the country who had expected an improve
ment m thetr hvmg cond1ttons after the defeat of the 
Congress(!) are gettmg d1s1llus1oned with the pohc1es of the 
present government leading to such a pnce nse. Apart from 
the reversal of the pohc1es that impose mflat1onary pres
sures the CPl(M) had demanded of the government that 14 
essential commod1t1es be d1stnbuted through a vastly im
proved pubhc network at fixed pnces throughout the coun
try Unless this 1s done urgently neither can the d1s1llus1on
ment among the people be checked nor a further detenora
t1on of the hvmg standards. 

Economic Policy 

Various pohcy measures that have been announced by the 
government reflect its mtent1ons to contmue with the pohcy 
of economic hberahzat1on pursued by the RaJIV Gandhi 
government The new mdustnal pohcy, the export-import 
pohcy, the steel pohcy and the recent speech of the Indus
tries Mm1ster aimed at the pnvattzatton of the public 
sector all md1cate that the National Front Government 
is gomg ahead full steam with the pohc1es of economic 
hberahzat1on. 

The new mdustnal pohcy, amongst others, envisages a 
foreign equity part1c1pat1on up to 40 per cent on an automatic 
basis. This non-regulated foreign capital part1c1pauon will 
undermme national pnontles and endanger self reliance 
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The raismg of mvestment cedmg for hcensmg will remove 
60 per cent of the cases out of the purview of the hcensmg 
system This would only benefit the big busmess houses, 
distort social pnonties and undemune the role of planmng 
Similarly, the ramng of mvestment ceilmg for the small 
scale sector will assist the penetration of big busmess m 
the domam of the small scale sector The steel pohcy has 
raised the capacity ceihng for pnvate mvestment from 2 5 
lakh tonnes (raised m May to this level from 1 lakh tonne 
by the National Front Government) to 10 lakh tonnes This 
will also open the floodgates to foreign monopoly capital to 
enter one of the key sectors of our economy m a big way 

Though outwardly the National Front Government regis
ters its resolve not to succumb to US. pressures (hke m the 
case of Super 301) or those of World Bank and IMF, the 
policies pursued by 1t m practice, achieve that very purpose 
which 1mpenahst capital desues These pohc1es run counter 
to the pledges made m the National Front election mam
festo and are bound to impose greater economic burdens on 
the people and generate widespread discontent 

These pohc1es have come m the background of the re
newed pressure by U S 1mpenahsm and its agencies the 
World Bank and IMF to further open Indian economy to 
tmpenahst finance capital The Left and democratic forces 
should make it clear that they are opposed to these pohc1es 
and shall mdependently mob1hze the people to safeguard 
the self-rehance of the Indian economy and oppose all measures 
at its mortgagmg to impenahst capital 

The Government reportedly is cons1dermg proposals for 
an agranan pohcy On this matter also no consultations have 
been held 

The CPI(M) has called for a debate on these proposals m 
Parhament The National Front Government, mstead of an
nouncmg important economic policy measures m a casual 
and uncoordmated manner, must, after proper d1scuss1on and 
consultations, announce a comprehensive economic pohcy 
framework 
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Inner-Janata Dai Situation 
Instead of addressmg itself m nght earnest to solve the 
immense problems facmg the country and the people, the 
National Front Government has been fnttermg away its en
ergies m mternal squabbles This 1s causmg a great dismay 
to its well-wishers and supporters and creatmg d1s1llus1on
ment amongst the people who with great expectations voted 
for 1t agamst the Congress(I) 

Followmg the complamts of massive nggmg and vio
lence m the Meham by-election m Haryana we had taken 
the pos1t1on that Chautala cannot contmue as the Chief Mm1ster 
under the circumstances He was forced to resign as Chief 
Mm1ster and after the murder of a candidate m Meham by
elect10n Parhament was as~ured that a JUd1c1al probe will be 
conducted mto the allegations However, bypassmg the Parha
ment assurance, Chautala was remducted as the Chief Mm-
1ster This led to a further cns1s w1thm the Janata Dai The 
CPl(M) was the first to register protest agamst this move 
Followmg the resignation of Arun Nehru and two other 
Mm1sters the cns1s mtens1fied leadmg to the resignation of 
VP Smgh himself. This was resolved by forcmg Chautala 
to resign 

After few days, new controversies erupted agam over the 
letter sent by Dev1 Lal and his Press mterv1ew This led to 
a senous cns1s This pubhc amng of quarrels has senously 
affected the prestige of the Government 

The Janata Dai leadership decided to drop Dev1 Lal 
from the Cabmet Dev1 Lal, however, called for a pubhc 
rally on 9th August to demonstrcite his power base The 
CPl(M) has all along taken a firm pos1t1on on these 
matters. While expressmg deep concern over these devel
opments, the Party told the Janata Dai leadership that 
these are the mternal aff a1rs of the party and therefore 
must be settled amongst themselves for mamtammg the 
umty of the party However, followmg the droppmg of 
Dev1 Lal, attempts were bemg made by some sections to 
extend the nvalnes to the state governments The attempt 
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at d1slodgmg the Haryana Government was opposed by 
us as this would have led to a snowballing effect m other 
states, 1eopard1smg the existence of the Central Govern
ment itself. 

The Congress(I), JUbtlant at these developments, started 
fishmg m troubled waters. The BJP was also playmg its 
own game. In UP it started an open campaign and attack 
agamst Mulayam Smgh Yadav and his Government Mulayam 
Smgh Yadav's firm stand to curb communal disturbances m 
relation to the Ram1anmabhoom1-Babn Mas11d dispute m 
U P was obviously not to the BJP's hkmg. 

But the savmg feature of the pre!lent situation 1s that the 
people's mood ID the country still cont1Dues to remalD anti 
Congress(!). Further no Janata Dai State Government and 
its MPs are wtlhng at the moment to extend the revalnes to 
such an extent that could lead to the downfall of the Gov
ernment. None of them ID the prevatlmg situation wishes to 
take the respons1b1hty for bnng1Dg down the present Gov
ernment. While this cont1Dues to be a positive po1Dt ID fa
vour of the National Front Government's contmuance, nei
ther its fragility nor the grow1Dg distllus1onment of the people 
with its IDternal squabbles should be underestimated. Un
less the Janata Dai ends once and for all its mternec1De 
quarrels and gets down to the busmess of senously tackhng 
the country's multifanous problems, the people's verdict and 
aspirations cannot be fulfilled. 

BJP's Role 

Though the BJP contmues its support to the National Front 
Government the policies it is pursumg are further aggravat
mg the situation, creatmg great problems for the functton
mg of the Government Its drrect backmg of the VHP, BaJrang 
Dai activities ID fanmng p01sonous communal divide, its 
contmued campaign agamst the Mmontles Comm1ss1on and 
Article 370 of the Constitution are posmg great dangers to 
both the umty and mtegnty of our country and the funct1on-
1Dg of the National Front Government. 
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Congress(l)'s Role 
The Congress(!) is trymg to make full use of the situation 
Attemptmg to exploit the people's discontent on burmng 
issues hke pnce nse it has concentrated m orgamzmg Bandhs 
m Left-led states of Kerala and West Bengal Its violent 
activities have led to the death of two people m Kerala It 
is trymg to disturb the law and order s1tuat1on m West Bengal 
Its hollow claim that it is a party committed to fightmg 
communahsm and the rightist forces stands completely ex
posed by the fact that it has chosen to organize such bandhs 
only m the Left-led states 

Mandal Commission 

It is m the background of these developments that VP Smgh 
Government has announced its dec1s1on to implement the 
Mandal Comm1ss10n's recommendations The protest actions 
orgamzed by the upper-caste sections, particularly students, 
have taken a violent tum especially m B1har, resulting m 
the loss of hves and destruction of pubhc property The 
CPI(M) 1s opposed to any such movement which seeks to 
reverse the grant of reservation to the backward castes. 

The question of reservation of any particular caste or 
section of people has become a contentious issue m the last 
decade as successive Governments have proved mcapable of 
solvmg the problem of unemployment and ensunng speedy 
economic developments In the context of the growmg number 
of unemployed, the hm1ted number of Jobs, particularly m 
Government service, becomes the focus of stiff competition 

The reservation for the backward castes m service, termed 
as the Other Backward Classes (OBCs), has been announced 
by the National Front Government as per the recommenda
tions of the Mandal Comm1ss1on Report The CPl(M) sup
ports the move for reservation of jobs for these backward 
sections This should be apphcable to the Central Services 
and should not be enforced m the States. Reservations will 
apply only m selection for employment and not for promo
tions or m educational mstltuttons. It is a fact that the bulk 
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of the people belonging to these categories are economi
cally and educationally backward However, m case of the 
OBCs, unhke the Mandal Commission report, the CPI(M) 
mamtams that w1thm the reservation allotted to them, there 
should be an economic cnterion This is necessary, as w1thm 
the OBCs, there are strata who are econom1cally well off, 
ownmg land and other resources. If the genumely needy m 
these commumties are to benefit from reservations, then an 
economic criterion is essential to difforenhate them from 
those who are well off In case of the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tnbes, the CPI(M) has supported reservations 
for them without any economic cntenon as they are a spe
cial category who have been subjected to centuries of vi
cious social oppression under the caste system which con
tinues to this day 

The CPl(M) firmly opposes any move to extend reserva
tlons on religious or communal Imes 

The pattern of the reservation for the backward classes 
mtroduced m B1har 10 1978 by the Karpoon Thakur Gov
ernment provides for the economic cntenon with10 the res
ervation for certa10 backward classes by havmg two hsts 
The first annexure provides for 12 per cent reservation with
out the economic cntenon for the most backward classes 
and Annexure II provides 8 per cent reservation with eco
nomic cntenon for Other Backward Classes. Three per cent 
reservation for women and 3 per cent for the poor of the 
forward classes This system has been workmg 10 B1har for 
the past more than one decade Due cons1deratton must be 
given to this B1har expenence 10 prov1dmg reservation for 
the backward classes. 

The CPl(M) notes the duplicity of both the Congress(l} 
and the BJP reflected 10 their role 10 the current anti-reser
vation agitation. While openly not opposmg reservations for 
the OBCs, the student organizations owmg allegiance to 
these parties are actively leadmg and spearheadmg the 
agitations 10 many parts of the country. 

The opposition to reservation arises from those secttons 
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who also mclude a large number of economically depnved 
It will be very unfortunate and disruptive 1f on reservations, 
the poor and workmg people are divided on caste lmes All 
efforts must be made to preserve their umty Actually, both 
the votanes and opponents of reservations for backward 
classes, seem to consider recruitment to the hmited number 
of Jobs available-the crucial question for their economic 
progress. This is a narrow limited view The umty of the 
workmg people of all sections is essential as reservations by 
itself cannot be the solution to the senous and basic prob
lems facmg the people No advance for the rural poor be
longmg to all castes is possible without radical land re
forms, no rehef for the urban masses is possible without a 
break m the concentration of wealth. The proposal to pro
vide 5 to 10 per cent of reservation to economically de
pnved sections of our society must be applicable to those 
who are not already covered by any reservations. 

The struggle to change the present unequal order which 
concentrates wealth m a few hands and restncts employ
ment requires the umted movement of all. The CPl(M) hopes 
that the enhghtened sections amongst those not entitled to 
reservations will accept that reservation provides bmlted rehef 
to some of the backward sections. It should not become a 
barner to their forgmg bonds of umty with the fighting 
sections m these commumhes so that a powerful common 
movement can be bmlt up for basic changes m the present 
set-up 

Strengthen Left Democratic and Secular Forces 
to Meet Grave Challenges 

Unless the National Front Government overcomes us mter
nal squabbling and makes a nght earnest effort at resolvmg 
the country's prolems, it cannot contmue to command the 
confidence of the people. It is imperative that the National 
Front Government heed th11 warnmg and take appropnate 
measures The May Central Committee meetmg had correctly 
noted : "The situation f acmg the country and the people 11 
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mdeed very grave Communal challenge, the separatist chal
lenge are combined by mtens1ficatton of caste confhcts m 
many parts of the country Even the exercise of the funda
mental nght of franchise 1s becoming mcreasmgly more 
difficult through widespread ngging and mhm1datton, as 
witnessed in Ameth1 and Tnpura earher and more recently 
in Meham The cnminahzatton of pohttcs, the unbnddled 
use of muscle power in runnmg daily admm1strat1on, the 
degeneration of the law keeping forces as reflected m the 
recent gang-rape of Bodo women by the pohce are manifes
tations of the deepening cns1s of the bourgeois-landlord class 
rule 

In this background the umty of the Left, democratic and 
secular forces acqmres added importance. To ache1ve this 1t 
is essential to further strengthen Left umty both for func
t10nmg ms1de the leg1slat1ve bodies as well as to mob1hse 
the people outside In order to strengthen Left umty 1t 1s 
absolutely essential that the independent act1v1ttes of our 
Party must be strengthened. The CPI(M) should be m the 
forefront champ10ning the people's struggles and rallymg 
them agamst the m1senes being imposed by the soc10-eco
nom1c cond1ttons 

The present situation entatls that our Party take up the 
issues facing the people m a big way The workmg class, 
the ktsans and the to1hng sections are bound to nse agamst 
the hardships bemg imposed upon them It is only by strength
ening our independent activity and leadmg these struggles 
can we bring about a change m the correlation of class 
forces to move ahead towards attainmg our strategic objectives 



On the l\lurder of Comrade 
Dhanwant Kaur* 
Resolution adopted by the Central Committee of the 
CPl{M) on August 26, 1990, during its session in 
New Delhi 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) which 1s m session 
at New Delhi expresses 1ts deep shock and md1gnation m 
the brutal dayhght murder of Comrade Dhanwant Kaur and 
her 17-year old son by Khahstam cxtrenusts on August 25 
m Gurdaspur dtstnct 

Dhanwant Kaur, 40 years, a leadmg woman member of 
the CPI(M) was the V1ce-Pres1dent of the Janwadt Istn Sabha 
(AIDWA) and was targetted by extremists for qmte some 
time because of her bold and courageous mob1hzat1on of 
women m Gurdaspur agamst extremist act1v1ttes The terror
ists committed this cowardly act while she was going to her 
village along with her son The 17-year old son died on the 
spot while Dhanwant kaur died on the way to hospllal 

This attack ts a reflection of the detenoratton of the situ
ation m Punjab Courageous and patnottc fighters for na
tional umty upholdmg the cause of our country's integrity 
and belonging to the CPI(M), are being specially targetted 
by the Khahstam extrem1~ts 

The Central Committee conveys its deep condolences to 
her husband, AJ1t Smgh Thakkar Sandhu, who 1s a member 
of the Secretanat of the Gurda~pur D1~tnct Committee. 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOP'l..~'s l>EMocltACt'', New Deihl, Septemher 2, I 990 



Punjab Situation Not Conducive For 
Polls* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) declared its stand in a 
statement dated September 13, 1990 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) views with deep concern 
the reported dec1s1on of the Umon Government to hold 
elections for the Punjab Assembly after the expiry of the 
penod of President's Rule The CPl(M), when 1t was con
sulted by the Pnme M1mster on the matter, had stated the 
problem related to holdmg of free and fau elections due to 
the contmumg depredations of the Khahstam extremists There 
1s no security of hfe for the ordmary people as mnocent 
people and pohtlcal activists are bemg killed m large num
bers every day The mmonty commumty is feeling totally 
msecure There has not yet been an effective check on the 
terronsttc acttv1t1es and the assistance bemg rendered from 
across the border Elections m such a situation would only 
enable the ant1-nat1onal elements to be successful m creatmgs 
a grave s1tuat1on m Punjab which is fraught with senous 
consequences for the country's umty. 

The CPl(M) wishes to reiterate that only the Centre's 
political m1ttat1ve based on Raj1v-Longowal accord to solve 
the long standmg demands affectmg the Punjabi people, 
coupled with effective admm1strat1ve measures, can restore 
the democratic poht1cal process and pave the way for normalcy 
Other major pohtical parties have also subscribed to 
this view 

The Poht Bureau urges the Pnme M1mster and National 

*Published m 'PllOPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 23, 1990 
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Front Government to senously reconsider the questions of hold
mg electrnns m Punjab and to desist from takmg any step which 
will have unforeseen consequences for Punjab and national 
umty 

Vol XXIII-25 



§ 
Polit Bureau's Statement on BJP's 
Provocative Steps* 
Issued to Press on September 13, 1990 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly disapproves the 
announcement by Shn L K Advam, President of the BJP, to 
undertake Rath Yatra from Somnath Temple m Gujarat to 
Ayodhya, thus pre-empting any possible negotiated settle
ment or a court declSlon. This campaign which will culmi
nate on October 30 at Ayodhya, 1s timed with the VHP's call 
to begm construction of the Ram Temple at the disputed 
site The BJP, by callmg for such a campaign, 1s d1rectly 
fanning passions on a sensitive communal issue It 1s a 
provocative step The BJP President has reiterated his par
ty's support to the National Front Government and, at the 
same time, announced the step which will disrupt commu
nal harmony and face the Government with a confrontatton-
1st posture 

All secular and patnot1c-mmded people should condemn 
such tactics The Central Government and all the pohucal 
parties committed to seculansm should unite to impress upon 
the BJP to desist from such a disruptive move 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delht, September 23, 1990 



Condolence Message on 
Comrade Gian Carlo Pajetta of the 
Communist Party of Italy* 

The following cable was sent to the Central Committee, 
Commumst Party of Italy, on the demise of veteran anti
fascist fighter and old Commumst leader, Comrade Gian 
Carlo Pa1etta. 

Central Committee, Part1t10 Commumsta Italiano, 
Via Delle Botteghe Oscure, 4, 
ROME 

We dip our banner m salute to veteran Commumst and 
ant1-fasc1st freedom-fighter Comrade Gian Carlo PaJetta 
Deeply gneved over his death. Please convey condolences 
to all comrades 

Central Committee, 
Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 

*Pubhshed m 'l>EoPui's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 23, 1990 



~ 
Polit Bureau Demanded All-Party Meet 
on Reservations* 
Statement dated September 26, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M} expresses its deep sorrow 
at the loss of hves of young students m the ongomg anu
reservatton movement It calls upon poht1cal parties not to 
exploit the situation for their partisan ends 

The Poht Bureau appeals to all sections of the students 
to desist from resortmg to any extreme measures which will 
cause needless loss of hves and disruption of normal hfe 

Given the senous s1tuat1on, the Poht Bureau requests the 
Pnme Mm1ster to immediately convene an all parties meet
mg to discuss the developments and to take necessary meas
ures to defuse the situation 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Dclht, September 30, 199< 



On Supreme Court Decision 
Regarding Reservations* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued the following 
statement on October 1, 1990 

The Supreme Court has issued an mtenm stay on the Gov
ernment Nouficat10n This time should be utihzed to defuse 
the agitation and the Government must conduct the widest 
consultations to amve at a solution on the implementation 
of the Manda} Comm1ss1on Report 

The CPI(M) reiterates that the solution can be found for 
the 1mplementat1on of the reservation for the backward classes 
by makmg the Karpun Thakur formula of B1har as the basis 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, October 7, 1990 



~ 
CPl(M)'s Greetings to 
Chinese Communist Party 
on 41st Anniversary of People's 
Republic of China* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) sends its fraternal revolutionary greetmgs and warm 
congratulations to the Communist Party of Chma, and the 
people of Chma, on the solemn occasion of the 41 st Anni
versary of the foundmg of the People's Republic of Chma 

Coming as 1t did within four years of the defeat and rout 
of fascism, the triumph of the Chinese Revolution and the 
foundation of the PRC on October 1, 1949, was a world
shaking event of great significance. It galvanized the peo
ple's struggles agamst colonialism and impenahsm m the 
region, and m all contments It had a profound impact on 
mtemational developments, changing the correlation of forces 
m favour of peace, democracy and Socialism on a world 
scale 

The decades of the glonous struggles of the Chinese people 
under the leadership of the CPC, the immense sacnfices and 
martyrdom of mtlhons of Chinese people, culminating m 
the tnumphant foundation of the PRC, contmue as a source 
of inexhaustible mspirauon to the peoples struggling for 
freedom, liberty, democracy, human dignity and Socialism 
This revolution was the triumph over the vicious forces of 
feudalism and impenahsm, that had heaped untold miseries 
on the Chmese people 

The stupendous task of building Socialism that the CPC 
had to address itself to, in a country that is the home of 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 7, J990 
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one-fourth of humankind, m conditions of extreme economic 
and social backwardness as a result of feudal exploitation 
and impenahst plunder, called for such gigantic efforts which 
only the full hamessmg of the gemus victonous revolution 
could furnish It was thus that the Chmese people, under the 
leadership of the CPC, could embark on the path of break
mg the shackels of centunes-old backwardness, and progress 
m tremendous stndes towards achieving higher economic, 
social and cultural standards 

The reforms mittated durmg the last decade towards 
modermzing the economy, have already brought about sig
mficant expansion of the economy and opened up possibili
ties for advance Firmly adhenng to the four cardinal prm
ciples, the CPC has correctly sounded the warning that cleans
mg the society of vanous shades and traces of bourgeois 
hberahsm, and continuously raising the ideological conscious
ness of the people, are important ta-,ks m a transitional penod 
With the passage of time, the correctness of the wammg has 
been fully borne out 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) 1s happy that the 
CPC and the PLA have successfully defeated the counter
revolut1onary offensive, actively aided and abetted by 1mpe
nahsm These developments have once agam underscored 
the supreme need to wage relentless struggle agamst 1deolo
g1es ahen to Soc1ahsm The C C of the CPl(M) wishes the 
CPC further successes m this regard 

The C C. of the CPl(M) is confident that the CPC will 
overcome obstacles and successfully resolve problems for 
consohdatmg Soc1ahst gams m Chma wnh the firm adher
ence to Marxism-Lemmsm 

The C C of the CPl(M) notes the growmg improvement 
of fraternal relations between the PRC and USSR, and be
tween the CPSU and CPC This 1s bound to have a profound 
impact on world developments strengthemng the forces of 
peace, progress and Soc1ahsm 

The C C of the CPl(M) 1s happy to note the improve
ment m relations between India and Chma and looks forward 
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with confidence to a further growth 10 these 10 the 10terests 
of the two countries, the region, and the world 

On this happy and solemn occasion of the 41 st Anmver
sary of the found10g of the PRC, the C C of the Commu
mst Party of India (Marxist) extends its warm, fraternal and 
revolutionary greet10gs to the CPC and the Ch10ese people 



Avoid Diluting Concept of 
Backwardness* 
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) issued statement dated 
October 4, 1990, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) has already stated that the 
penod till the final Supreme Court verdict, must be utthzed 
to arnve at an agreed solution for the implementation of 
reservation for the backward classes based on the Karpoon 
Thakur formula extant m Bihar For this, it 1s necessary that 
the Government conduct the widest negottations with the 
pohtical parties and all concerned 

Unfortunately, at such a Juncture, memorandum has been 
submitted to the Pnme Mmister by 80 Members of Parlia
ment, mcludmg Cabmet Mimsters and the Home Mmister 
This memorandum asks for the mclusion m the OBC hst of 
some other commumues mcludmg Jats The Mandal Com
mission has set out cntena on which backward classes were 
identified Those above 25 per cent of the State average m 
educational backwardness and other socio-economic mdica
tors were mcluded m the backwards hst 

The demand for mclusion of the Jats will be d1lutmg the 
concept of socially and economically backward classes It 
will be a d1vers1onary move which would only worsen the 
situation and detract from the real purpose of the constitu
tional prov1S1on It is m this context that the CPl(M) had 
supported the proposal that some prov1S1on for reservation 
be made for those belongmg to the poorer sections of the 
commumttes who do not fall w1thm the OBC hst Such a 

*Published in 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, October 14, 1990 
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prov1S1on would serve to meet the need of those who are not 
covered by OBC reservations 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) once agam appeals to 
the National Front Government to 1mmediately initiate 
.dicuss1ons with the political parties and other concerned 
sections to see that an acceptable basis for the reservation of 
the OBCs 1s worked out 



Political, Economic Challenges 
Must be Met* 
Communique Issued by the Polit Bereau of the CPl(M) 
on October 16, 1990, following its meeting held in 
New Delhi on October 13-14, 1990 

The Poht Bureau took stock of the national pohttcal s1tua
t10n which has taken a senous tum due to ms1stence of the 
BJP and the VHP to construct the temple on October 30 at 
the disputed site, and the mtrans1gent, violent agitation agamst 
the reservauon for the backward classes. These confhcts 
have led to severe strams on the country's secular fabnc 
which can further aggravate the threats to national umty 
alreay ex1stmg m Punjab, Kashmu and Assam 

Dangerous Confrontation 

Despite widespread pubhc opm1on calhng upon the VHP 
and the BJP to desist from theu October 30 programme at 
Ayodhya, their leadership has unfortunately remamed 1m
perv10us to the grave penl the country faces due to theu 
m1stence on gomg ahead with the temple construction The 
National Intergrauon Council made a strong appeal for a 
negotiated settlement, and all major pohtlcal parties and 
democratic sections have appealed to the BJP to take a rea
sonable attitude If they do not respond to such appeals, a 
dangerous confrontation is loommg ahead 

The VHP for the past two months has been campa1gnmg 
to butld the temple on the disputed site at Ayodhya This 
has build up communal tensions m the country Added to 
this, the BJP President, Advam's rathyatra has widened the 
poss1b1hty of confrontation on this issue with all the attendant 

*PublJShed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 21, 1990 
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dangers of a communal conflagrat10n The mflammatory propa
ganda dunng the rathyatra and the effort to convert every 
Hmdu religious festival to propagate antt-mmonty propa
ganda has already led to communal nots m Gujarat, Karnataka 
and U P The Gonda nots, m which the mmonty commumty 
were the mam victims are a pomter to the dangerous divide 
which can be created if saner counsels do not prevail 

The Polit Bureau reiterates that even at this JUncture, it 
will support any move for a compromise settlement which 
will be acceptable to both sides If this does not succeed, 
the National Front Government will have no other option 
but to take a firm stand that the court verdict should be 
respected by all. No move can be allowed to demolish the 
mosque. 

This 1s a time of testmg for all secular and patnouc 
sections The Poht Bureau urges all these sections to forth
rightly come out for a halt to confrontation and disruptive 
moves of the communal outfits The CPl(M) and the Left 
parties are alreay m the thick of the campaign for communal 
harmony The unprecedented rally at Lucknow on October 
12 culmmated the big mass campaign m which lakhs of 
people were mob1hzed for communal amity and to support 
the U P Chief Mmister's reasonable stand m defence of 
mamtammg peace In B1har, similar rallies are takmg place 

The Polit Bureau calls upon all its umts to fully mob1hze 
for the Left parties and central trade umons' call for a one
week campaign m the last week of October. It urges all 
secular forces to JOIO m this campaign This 1s a cnttcal 
tJ.me for the country's umty All the secular forces must be 
mob1hzed on a large scale to avert a communal holocaust 

Anti-Reservation Violence 

The Poht Bureau viewed with concern the agttat1on and the 
ensumg violence which has taken place on the announce
ment of reservations for the backward classes. Consequent 
to the mtenm stay given by the Supreme Court, the Govern
ment should utthze the time for holding consulatations with 
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all sections so that an acceptable solution 1s found for the 
1mplementat1on of the reservations for the OBCs Pnor 
consultations would have helped m ensurmg smooth imple
mentation of the reservation pohcy In this connection, the 
Poht Bureau reiterates that the Karpoon Thakur formula 
provides the basis for an agreed formula It is essential that 
the National Front Government, while implementing reser
vations for the OBCs, take steps to ensure basic land re
forms, the nght to work and employment opportumttes·for 
all 

Punjab 
Takmg stock of the situation m Pun1ab, the Poht Bureau 
noted that the kdhngs by the extremists have been mtens1-
fied and the CPl(M) 1s bemg made one of the mam targets 
Hundreds of people have been victims of the trronsts' bul
lets m recent weeks Now that President's Rule ha~ been 
extended for another six months, this penod must be ut1-
hzed to resume the democratic process and conditions cre
ated for free and fair electrons 

It 1s unfortunate that the National Front Government has 
wasted the past six months by not 1mplementmg firm ad
mm1strat1ve and pohtJcal measures to isolate the extremists 
The top Government leaders do not condemn the open se
cessiomst statements of the Khahstam-backed leaders The 
Central Government must now urgently m1tiate dec1s1ve 
measures, both admm1strat1ve and political The Centre should 
announce a package of pohttcal dec1s1ons regardmg 
Chand1garh, the waters dispute and further action to be taken 
agamst those mvolved m the Delhi not<; Now 1s the trme 
for all parties which stand by national umty, to JOmtly pool 
thetr resources for a big political campaign to isolate the 
extremists This, combmed with the economic package an
nounced m Parhament, can create the cond1t1ons for normal 
elections. 

The Poht Bureau appeals both to the Government and 
the national pohtical parties to take this up as the urgent 
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agenda so that a pohttcal battle can be succe&sfully waged 
to restore peace by 1solatmg and curbmg the terronsts 

Kashmir 
The situation contmues to be senous There has been some 
success m checking mfiltration from Pakistan and roundmg 
up extremist leaders The pressure mounted on the extrem
ists 1s makmg them desperate and they are resortmg to pro
vocative act10ns The secunty forces who are undertaking a 
difficult task, have, m some instance, got provoked by such 
tactics and committed excesses This should be avoided at 
all costs as 1t helps the extremists to alienate the people 
further. 

There must be earnest attempts to ensure the Kashmm 
people of their identity Talks can be held with those who 
are prepared to discuss how to protect the Kashmm identity 
and strengthen autonomy At the same time vigorous efforts 
must be made to isolate and curb the Jamaat-e-Islami and 
its fundamentalist outfits. 

Assam 

The ULFA's terror and disruptive acttv1hes are contmumg 
and the AGP Government refuses to take any acuon against 
them. This has led to widespread msecunty and mttmida
llon m parts of the State Despite repeated efforts the State 
Government has not taken firm steps to curb terronsm and 
the extortion of money. Mmonties and tnbal people m the 
State are feeling msecure If the situation does not improve, 
the elections to the State Assembly cannot be held m a 
peaceful atmosphere. 

The Poht Bureau urges upon the Nallonal Front Govern
ment to take urgent steps to see that all sections of the 
people feel secure and the ULFA's depredations are curbed. 

Tripura 

The Congress(l)-TUJS Government shows no s1gns of halt
mg tts sponsorship of terror agamst the CPl(M) and Left 
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Front supporters ID the State CPl(M) cadres and supporters 
are be1Dg murdered, women raped, and ID the tnbal areas an 
economic blockade is imposed to make the CPl(M) support
ers surrender to the Congress(!) The law and order situation 
has deteriorated to such an extent that even traders and 
shopkeepers observed a complete bandh ID the State last 
month agamst extortions by the Congress(!) ant1-soc1als The 
Poht Bureau has already drawn the attention of the Pnme 
M1D1ster and the National Front Government to the d1stress
mg state of affairs and appropriate steps are to be 1mt1ated 
by the Centre so that the State Government halts this pohcy 
to terror 

Andhra Pradesh 
The Congress(!) Government m Andhra Pradesh 1s squarely 
responsible for the violent acuv1Ues of the Naxahte Peo
ple's War Group which has been IDdulgmg ID murders and 
extortions ID a number of d1stncts, with the admm1strat1on 
rema1D1Dg passive onlookers. The horrific 1Dc1dent of 4 7 
people bemg burnt to death m the Kakat1ya passenger tram 
by the Naxahttes is a gnm dlustrat1on of theu violent ac
t1v1t1es The people of the State are victims of the growmg 
breakdown of law and order Accordmg to the official pobce 
figures itself, between January and August 1990 there were 
1,635 murders, 358 rapes, 955 daco1t1es and 76 pohce firings 
m the State These figures show the phght of the people 
under the Chenna Reddy Government The campaign to curb 
naxahte violence and protect the peoples' elementary rights 
must be supported by all the democratic forces m the country 

Economic Situation 

The Poht Bureau has already adopted a statement on the 
mcreased taxes on petroleum products necessitated by the 
Gulf cns1s Already due to the wrong pohc1es of the Na
tional Front Government, for the past number of months, 
the people are suffering from the steep pnce-nse of all es
sential commod1t1es. The CPI(M) has been organ1zmg protest 
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actions to see that rehef from pnce 1s extended to the peo
ple by strengthenmg the pubhc d1stnbut1on system 

The Gulf cns1s has added a crushmg burden on our 
economy But apart from this add1t1onal burden, the economy 
was already m the doldrums with a worsenmg balance of 
payments pos1t1on and mflat1on The National Front Gov
ernment has contmued to adopt pohc1es favoured by the 
IMF and World Bank for further hberahzatlon and pnvat1-
zat1on With the current cns1s brought about by the nse m 
011 pnces, the National Front Government should review its 
entire economic pohcy. There should be adequate subs1d1es 
to mamtam foodgram pnces through the pubhc d1stnbutton 
system and for supply of fert1hzers to peasants without 
enhancmg pnces, urgent measures are reqmred to tackle- the 
problem of unemployment alongw1th ensunng the nght to 
work, pohc1es should be so devised that the new burdens 
are not passed on to the common people but steps taken to 
mop up resources from the affluent and the big busmess In 
sum, the entue direction of economic hberahzation has to 
be reversed 

Inner-Janata Dai Situation 

The Poht Bureau expressed its senous concern that at a 
time when the country 1s facmg the senous challenge of 
communal confrontation and threats to national umty, the 
inner-party stnfe w1thm the Janata Dai has not ended This 
hampers the Government's formulatmg coherent pohc1es and 
their dec1S1ve 1mplementat1on. It is the respons1bihty of the 
Janata Dai leadership to overcome thetr differences, subor
dmate theu personal mterests, and tackle the urgent prob
lems facmg the country. The way Article 356 was used m 
Kamataka to impose President's Rule, has affected the pres
tige of the Centre. 

Congress(I) 

In the grave situation facmg the country, the Congress(!) 
leadership has behaved m an irresponsible manner It has 
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resorted to petty mtrigues m the face of important national 
problems The way 1t conducted itself on the question of 
extension of President's Rule m Punjab, and the vote for the 
Constitution amendment m Parliament, reveals its mab1hty 
to keep the country's mterests supreme Its dubious attitude 
to the reservation issue has helped stoke the anti-reservation 
agitation 

On the vital problems facmg the country, with regard to 
the threat to secularism and to national umty, the Congress(!) 
has to make its stand clear and evident. 

Strengthen Left And Secular Unity 

In the difficult situation facmg the country, the CPl(M) 
emphasizes the necessity for the broadest mob1hzat1on of 
all the secular forces ID defence of secularism and national 
umty. To achieve this, Left umty has to be strengthened and 
consolidated. The increased and effective intervention of the 
Left and democratic forces 1s essential to resist the onslaught 
of the disruptive forces and to wage a struggle in defence of 
people's hvehhood and interests. 

Gulf Crisis 

Over two months have passed s1Dce the Gulf crisis erupted 
after the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait The U S. army build 
up in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf has now far exceeded any 
pretext of defensive action to protect Saudi Arabia The massive 
U S. intervention ID the Gulf reveals the real mtentlon of 
U S. 1mpenahsm, which 1s to control the 011 resources m 
the Gulf region. The brazen mterf erence 1s leadmg to grow
mg ant1-Amencan and ant1-1mperiahst feelmgs amongst the 
Arab peoples. However much the USA tnes to evade the 
Palesuman issue, the Arab peoples are seemg the double 
standards of the USA in its dealmgs towards Iraq on the one 
hand and Israel on the other The Pohl Bureau condemned 
the Israeh regime's atroc1t1es on Palestm1an protestors in 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. 

The Poht Bureau reiterates its demand that the U.S. must 
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withdraw its troops forthwith from the Gulf region, and the 
question of Iraq's annexat10n of Kuwait must be solved w1thm 
the framework of the United Nattons and the efforts of Arab 
countnes 

Nepal 

The Poht Bureau hopes that the new Conslltullon of Nepal 
will be adopted ensunng that the gams of democracy are 
reflected m the document The people's asptrattons for a 
democratic framework, m which the Kmg plays the role 
stnctly of a Constitutional monarch, has to be respected 
The umty of the Nepah Congress and the Left parties should 
be preserved agamst all attempts to undermme 1t This will 
ensure the democratic advance destred by the people 



Note on the Current Political 
Developments* 
(Adopted at the Central Committee meeting of the 
CPl(M) held on November 5-6, 1990) 

I 
THE CRISIS AT THE CENTRE 

The overall situation m the country smce the last C C meetmg 
took a tum for the worse and the pohttcal problems have 
caused severe and unmanageable strams on the entire sys
tem After the C C meetmg m end August, the antt-reserva
t10n movement erupted on a large scale accompanied by 
widespread violence m north India creatmg caste polanza
t10n The Temple-mosque dispute at Ayodhya moved towards 
a senous confrontation with grave consequences for national 
umty and communal amity The rathyatra of BJP President, 
Advam sparked off nots m an mflamed atmosphere The 
arrest of Advam on October 23 led to the withdrawal of 
support by the BJP to the National Front ~ovemment The 
attempted kar seva at Ayodhya on October 30 was repulsed, 
but 1t has led to widespread communal tensions and nots m 
different parts of the country This onslaught by the BJP/ 
VHP has posed the most senous challenge to seculansm 
and national umty smce mdependence 

The central issue m the country has become the 
RamJanmabhoom1/Babn Masjtd dispute and the defence of 
seculansm agamst the onslaught by the BJP and the VHP 
At the same time the threats to national umty m Kashmir, 
Punjab and Assam due to the depredations of the extremists 
contmued unabated In Assam, breakdown m the law and 

*Published tn December, 1990 as a booklet 
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order due to ULFA vitiates the possib1hties of a free and 
fair election there 

The depth of the cnsis the country is facmg can be gauged 
by the fact that m the last two months, several hundreds 
have died all over the country m widespread communal 
violence, m terronst attacks m PunJab and Kashmir and the 
anti-reservation agitation Never before has the bourgeois
landlord order come under such a combined stress and stram 
Immediately we are faced with the 1mmment fall of the VP 
Smgh Government on November 7 when the vote of confi
dence 1s taken m the Lok Sabha The CPl(M) and the Left 
adopted a course of action to mtervene to defend secular
ism, ensure that the Central Government squarely faces the 
BJPNHP challenge and try to umte all secular forces to 
stave off a communal holocaust. 

The Bahri Masjid/Ramjanmabhoomi dispute and the 
resultant political crisis 
Tak.mg serious note of the dec1s1on of the VHP to begm 
construction of the temple on October 30th at the disputed 
site at Ayodhya. the May and the August C C. meetmgs had 
warned of the grave imphcattons for the country The VHP 
campaign which began from lst September m the entire 
country began potsonmg the atmosphere. Apart from the 
padayatras, Ram Jyoti processions and recruitment of vol
unteers to proceed to Ayodhya. every rehg1ous f esttval and 
celebration was converted mto mflamatory propaganda plat
forms The recent Ramnavarru, Dushera and Ganesh Chaturtht 
f esttvals were used for this purpose. It is m such a situation 
that after their conclave at Bhopal, the BJP decided to launch 
Advan1's rathyatra from September 25 for construction of 
the temple. The entire rathyatra was utthzed to purvey 
mflamatory propaganda and rouse antt-Mushm feehngs. 

These provocative acllvitieS-Jeft a bitter trail leadmg to 
communal nots took place m Gujarat, Karnataka. Ra1asthan 
and U P before the rath yatra of Advam was stopped. The 
worst not took place m Colonelgang and ne1ghbounng villages 
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m Gonda d1stnct after the Dushera procession On the pre
text of an attack on the procession, Hmdu fanatics massa
cred Mushm fam1hes m surrounding villages This area 1s 
JUSt 60 KMs from Ayodhya 

The Poht Bureau met on 13-14 October and took stock 
of the developing s1tuat1on The BJP's poht1cal assessment 
was that VP Singh running a minonty government with 
unmanageable contrad1ct1ons may go for mid-term elections 
takmg advantage of the OBC vote bank The backward classes 
reservations threatened to d1stupt the BJP hopes of a steady 
Hindu vote consolidation around 1t The Advam rath yatra 
was launched to make a reckless bid to protect theu "Hindu 
constituency" by ra1smg the communal temperature 

Such a stndent posture left no room for compromise 
With passions being roused on both sides the poss1b1hues 
of arnv1Dg at a compromise acceptable on both sides appear 
remote Summ1Dg up, the note adopted ID the Poht Bureau 
meetmg warned: 

"It 1s this s1tuat1on (the temple mosque dispute) which 1s 
head1Dg for a senous confrontation and a widespread not 
s1tuat1on The second half of October 1s go1Dg to be a cnt1-
cal penod " Further the note warned 

"The s1tuat1on 1s go1Dg to detenorate m the commg weeks 
The way thmgs are mov1Dg on the Ram temple issue, 1t may 
lead to an outnght confrontation between the BJP and the 
National Front Government At this stage, the BJP will con
sider withdrawal of support " 

The Left alongw1th the Janata Dai had m the meantime 
launched a big campaign ID UP Altogether 47 rallies were 
held There was a big response from the people These ral
hes covered a total of one crore people The central rally 
held on October 12 at Lucknow as the biggest mob1hzat1on 
seen m Lucknow so far In B1har also a JOIDt campaign was 
conducted ID October. The Left parties also gave a Jomt call 
for a week's observance from 23rd to 30th October The 
central trade umons also gave a call from 24th to 30th October 
Our Pany unns and the Left held a number of mass act1v1ues 
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agamst communahsm dunng this week 1 he most notable 
bemg the human cham organized by the LDF m Kerala m 
which lakhs participated Big ralhes have been held m West 
Bengal Rallies and meetmgs were organized m Delhi, Bombay 
and other places, full reports of which have not yet reached 
However, we assessed that these efforts are not sufficient by 
themselves The poison 1s bemg spread all over the country 
All secular forces must be mob1hzed on a very large scale 
Seemg the gravity of the situation the Party stated that it 
will lend support to any solution which can be a compro
mise acceptable to both sides 

Alarming Communal Situation 

Advam's rathyatra reached Delhi on 14th. By this time, the 
efforts of the VP Smgh Government to arrive at some set
tlement had reached its peak Our Party and the Left had 
declared that we would support any effort to arnve at a 
nogot1ated settlement provided 1t was acceptable to both 
commumhes Fallmg which the Court verdict will have to 
be abided with 

An all-parties meetmg was called by the Government on 
October 17 The BJP and the Congress(I) boycotted this 
meetmg A Draft Resolution was placed m this meetmg 
which sought to appease only Hmdu sentiments It was the 
v1g1lance and objections from the CPl(M) representative and 
other Left leaders which brought about the necessary changes 
m the draft, enablmg 1t to be adopted as an agreed docu
ment 

The BJP on the same day announced that if Advam's 
rathyatra was stopped or kar seva prevented at Ayodhya, It 
would withdraw support to the National Front Government 

From this pomt onwards, the Left Parties held regular 
consultations. The Government mooted a three pomt for
mula as the basis for the settlement after negouations with 
the VHP and some BJP leaders. The formula envisaged a 
Pres1dent1al Ordinance to take over the disputed land at 
Ayodhya, providing the non-disputed portion acquued by 
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the Government for construction of a Ram temple, and thirdly 
refer the dispute to the Supreme Court for an opmion under 
Sectwn 143 of the Conslltuuon It was conveyed to our 
Party also The Left parues met on 19th and issued a state
ment supporting the efforts for a negotiated settlement We 
also met VP Singh to impress upon him that no formula 
must be evolved which will bypass Mushm sentiments In 
the three pomt formula and the Presidential reference to the 
Supreme Court, we said three thmgs should be kept m mmd, 
(1) kar seva cannot be allowed m the entire disputed area 
(which mcludes the shllanyas site), (2) m the reference to 
the Supreme Court alJ the five cases before the Lucknow 
Bench of the Allahabad High Court must be taken mto ac
count when frammg the terms of reference so that aJl sides 
can fully argue the case, (3) the takeover of the site should 
be confined to the penod ttll the Supreme Court opmion is 
given 

The Left parties' mtervent1on was timely to see that no 
compromise would be struck m such a manner that would 
affect secular values and 1eopard1se the rtghts of the mmon
tJes VP Smgh was under a lot of pressure to compromise 
with the BJP and there were many persons ms1de his Gov
ernment and the NatJOnal Front who wanted an unpnnctpled 
deal to somehow contmue m power 

The VHP rejected the formula as it gave them no scope 
for kar seva at the disputed s1te The BJP leaders who were 
agreeable to the formula earlier backed out after the VHP 
oppos1t10n. The Mushm side also rejected 1t as they appre
hended that the ordmance would depnve them of the title 
deed case and theu nght to appeal after the Supreme Court 
opm1on Mulayam Smgh who was surpnsmgly not consulted 
m the matter also opposed 1t The Pres1denual reference had 
not been finahsed yet But seemg the reaction, particularly 
of the Muslims, the Left and the UP Chief Mm1ster, the 
National Front Government withdrew the Ordinance 

After this, there was no further scope for a negotiated 
settlement The Chief Mm1sters' meetmg was called on 
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22nd October m a bid to rally secular opmion On the 
same day, the Left parties demanded that Advam's rathyatra 
be stopped forthwith, smce the BJP had rejected all efforts 
for a reasonable settlement The Congress(!) also demanded 
the stoppage of the rath Advam was arrested on the early 
mornmg of the 23rd and the BJP withdrew support 

The BJP bandh calJ m protest on the 24th led to w1de
!1pread violence The worst hit was Jaipur and other cities m 
Rajasthan The Rajasthan Government and the Chief Mm1s
ter openly mst1gated the nots Communal mc1dents with 
heavy loss of hves and property took place m Gujarat, 
Hyderabad, lndore, B11nore and other centres Some mc1-
dents took place m West Bengal and earlier m Kerala 

On October 30, the VHP and the BJP made a determined 
attempt to storm the disputed site and conduct kar seva. 
They were repulsed by the secunty forces The second at
tempted assault on the Babri Mas1id took place on Novem
ber 2 This was also repulsed but many hves were lost. This 
has further aggravated the situation The Hmdu communal 
forces are trymg to spread the poison and mcite nots all 
over the country Riots have broken out m some places In 
U P, a11 the towns are tense and curfew has been imposed 
m 24 of them Already senous nots have taken place m 
BiJnore, Meerut and other places The s1tuauon can degen
erate mto a widespread communal conflict remmt!lcent of 
the partition days. Such an event will have mcalculable 
consequences for the country's umty That is why the Party 
and the Left has been stressing the urgent necessity for all 
secular forces to umte to meet the communal challenge and 
prevent a conflagration. 

There should be no understlmation of the communal feelings 
which has been generated m large sections of the people by 
the contmuous BJP-VHP chauvm1st propaganda connected 
with the Ram temple issue Unless we address ourselves to 
the urgent task of countermg this pernicious propaganda, it 
will create seriously adverse conditions for the democratic 
movement as a whole Failure to undertake this task will 
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hamper the development of the class-based struggles The 
BJP-VHP game plan seeks to create a permanent communal 
divide m the country This will directly benefit impenahsm 
which is out to destab1hze the country 

The Congress(I) adopted a disruptive stand on the Ayodhya 
issue At first 1t demanded that Advam's rathyatra be stopped 
When 1t was stopped and the BJP withdrew support, it de
clared for removal of VP Smgh On the October 30 events 
at Ayodhya, the Congress(I) condemned the U P and Cen
tral Governments for failmg to protect the disputed site as 
per the court order Later it has been cnt1cmng the failure 
of the National Front Government and the U P Government 
to mamtam law and order 

The Left parties must do their utmost to develop, the 
umty of all the secular forces at this Juncture Only by this 
the future of the Left and democratic movement and the 
country be assured 

Political Manoeuvres 
While we were emphasismg that pnonty must be given to 
face the BJP-VHP threat and the communal fall out, unfor
tunately, sections w1thm the Janata Dai refused to recogmse 
the senous danger Smee the BJP's withdrawal of support to 
the Janata Dai, Chandra Shekhar became active to topple 
VP Smgh 

The Congress(!) pursued a disruptive and opportumst1c 
path It demanded change of leader of the N at1onal Front m 
which case 1t said it will support a National Front Govern
ment Its reaction to the Ayodhya events of October 30 also 
revealed its dubious stand 

Playmg upon the apprehensions of the MPs of the Janata 
Dai who did not want to face elections, efforts were made 
for an unpnncipled compromise Withm the Janata Dai, there 
1s a section belonging to the upper castes, who are unhappy 
about the Mandal report implementation They were even 
prepared to compromise with the BJP to remam m power. 
Chandra Shekhar's group attempted to move m this dtrecuon. 
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The CPI(M) and the Left parlles had to come out against 
such a move and scotch it Getting the support of the BJP 
at this Juncture would have meant compromising at a heavy 
cost Seculansm would have been betrayed m the deal with 
the BJP, smce the BJP cannot surrender on the temple issue 
after taking it to such a pitch Change of leader to make a 
deal with the BJP would have meant sacnficmg the mmon
ties The Left's pubhc oppositton blocked those who wished 
to proceed on these Imes 

The Congress(l) off er of support on the cond1tton of chang
ing the leader also posed difficulties for those who wished 
to accept tt and brmg about such a change Many Janata Dai 
MPs come from the Lok Dal-Lohtaite background of anu
Congressism By accepting an understanding with Congress(l), 
they would be deprived of their political platform for the 
next elections The Congress(!) ploy was obviously aimed 
at sphtting the J anata Dai and decimating the bourgeois 
Opposition to the Congress 

Most of the parties were not prepared for elections 1m
med1ately though 1t looked mev1table There were widespread 
apprehensions that elections will be vitiated by the tones 
and violent atmosphere preva1lmg m the country Some ttme 
was required for normalcy to be restored 

There were three possible alternatives which came up 
One was a spht m the Janata Dai and a government to be 
formed with the support of the Congress(l) The second was 
the caretaker Government if the Janata Dai does not spht 
This option was not feasible as the Janata Dal MPs did not 
want to face the electton Thirdly there were proposals from 
many quarters for the formatton of a national government 
with the participation of the Left and excluding the BJP This 
option was not acceptable to the Left as the Congress(I) wanted 
to use this alternative to manoeuvre and consoltdate their 
position Moreover the s1tuatton did not warrant such a step 

The dissidents within the party made use of the sense of 
msecunty of the MPs who did not want to face an 1mmed1ate 
elect10n for seeking the support of the Congress(!) 
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The efforts to change the leader intensified and culmi
nated on November 5 when the Janata Parliamentary Party 
met Chandra Shekhar and Dev1 Lal had already come together 
to challenge VP Smgh 's leadership Theu success in spht
ting the party depended very much on the role of Mulayam 
Smgh Yadav Finally, Mulayam Singh came out for Chandra 
Shekhar This tilted the balance and provided the dissident 
group with the necessary onethud of MPs so that they could 
spilt away On November 5, the dissidents held a parraUel 
meeting and elected Chandra Shekhar as theu leader The 
Congress(!) promptly declared support for Chandra Shekhar 

The CPl(M) and the Left parties took a prmcipled and 
clear-cut stand on the recent developments 

1 When all efforts at a reasonable settlement itcceptable 
to both sides failed, we demanded that Advam's rath yatra 
be stopped by the Government 

2 With the withdrawal of support by the BJP we stated 
that VP Smgh should face a vote of confidence m the Lok 
Sabha on the government's handling of the temple mosque 
dispute 

3 The J anata Dai leaders instead of en gang mg in inter
nal manoeuvers to change the leader at this JUncture should 
concentrate on tackling the senous communal situatton ans
mg out of the BJP-VHP threat 

4 The Left will not support any alternative leader form
ing the government, with the support of the BJP, as it would 
mean a betrayal of secular values 

5 The Janata Dai leaders should not fall into the trap of 
the Congress(I), of changing the leader to get Congress(!) 
support, as 1t would fac1htate the spht in the Dai 

6 All secular forces should be ralhed to meet the danger
ous challenge of the BJP-VHP The Congress(!), 1f 1t stands 
by secular principles, should extend support to VP Singh at 
this Juncture Otherwise 1t will find Itself with BJP on 
November 7 against the Government 

Our efforts m this penod was mamly to see that the 
Janata Dai stays mtact tdJ the vote of confidence and to 
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tackle the communal challenge at the Government-admm1s
trat1ve level When the d1ss1dents spilt away from the Janata 
Dal, the Left parties condemned this action and reiterated 
thelT stand that they would support the VP Smgh Govern
ment m the vote of confidence m the Lok Sabha 

Based on the C C understandrng of the forthcommg 
developments, the followmg assessment is given · 

On 7th November, the Congress(!), BJP and the Janata 
Dal defectors combmed to defeat the confidence motion 
The maJonty of the Janata Dal (82 MPs) and the Left par
ties' MPs voted for the motion We had conveyed to the 
Janata Dal leadership, pnor to this, that those sections w1thm 
the Janata Dal and the National Front who stand by secular
ism should remam firm and be m the Opposition along with 
the Left after November 7 It 1s a positive sign that despite 
all the Cong (I) manoeuvers and allurements of money and 
office, the maJonty of the Janata Dai MPs remamed with 
the parent party 

Attitude to New Government 

The President after consultations with all parties decided to 
call Chandra Shekhar to form the Government with Congress(I) 
support Our Party 1s opposed to such a government of defectors 
with no pohcy platform, runmng a government at the mercy 
of the Congress(!) They have violated the people's mandate 
and deserted thelT party on the eve of the Lok Sabha session 
on November 7 when 1t took a firm stand m defence of 
seculansm on the RamJanmabhoom1 issue. The Left forces, 
the Janata Dai-National Front should now undertake a big 
campaign amongst the people They should go to the people 
to explam how they have stood for national umty and de
fence of seculansm 

Mass Mobilization 

A big mass mob1hzatton around the new platform that has 
emerged will be the dec1Sive task m the commg days In our 
ag1tatlonal propaganda the Party must place its own d1stmct 
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view point On the Ram1anmabhoomi-Babn Masj1d dispute, 
threats to national umty and our stand on the Mandal Com
mission 1mplementat1on While umting with Janata Dai and 
National Front m this campaign, we should not convey any 
1mpress1on that we are uncntically supporting the record of 
V P Smgh Government m the past 11 months From our 
independent platform we should explam how we extended 
support to the National Front Government while demarcat
mg on the quesuons of Punjab and Kashmir, economic pohcy, 
sharp pnce nse and other lapses of the National Front Gov
ernment 

Combat Communal Propaganda 
While conductmg our mass campaign, at the current Junc
ture, there must be a sharp attack and exposure of the dan
gerous role of the BJP-VHP communal forces This cam
paign must also keep m view the fact that the rehgious 
sentiments of a large section of the Hmdus have been roused 
by the temple agitation We must patiently explam that nobody 
opposes the construction of the temple, but no destroy the 
mosque m order to bmld the temple will disrupt national 
umty and aggravate the secess1omst threats m Punjab, Kashnur 
and Assam and help the enemies of the country 

The Party and the mass orgamzations along with the Left 
forces must also continuously take up the urgent problems 
of the people and their hvehhood In this, top pnonty should 
be given to the umted ant1-pnce nse movement 

The role of the Left and its umted mtent1ons m this 
penod 1s noteworthy This umted stand of the Left made its 
impact on the poht1cal developments It has enhanced the 
prestige of the Left and provided a rallymg pomt for the 
secular forces. Th1s Left umty must be strengthened and 
earned forward m the commg days 

Dangers of Opportunist Combination 
With the new combmatJon commg to power the situation 1s 
fraught with new dangers. The splmter Janata Dai group 
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runnmg the government wnh Congress(!) support will be a 
thoroughly opportunist and shaky combmat1on The country 
1s facmg an extremely senous s1tuat10n, with the grave threats 
m Punjab, Kashmir and Assam and the RamJanmabhoom1 
agitation Already, this defector Janata Dai group has backed 
the BJP government m RaJasthan, whtle at the Centre, 1t 1s 
forced to accept that 1t will abide by Congress(!) pohc1es 
Chandra Shekhar's conc1hatory remarks to Advani m the Lok 
Sabha debate on November 7 also md1cates the opportumst 
outlook At this Juncture, the commg to power of this oppor
tunist combmatton 1s bound to aggravate all these problems 

Faced with the acute problems of nat10nal unity and the 
senous economic cns1s, we must be constantly v1g1lant on 
the questions of defence of national unity and to protect the 
mterests of the people and their hvehhood The Left should 
1mmed1ately take the m1ttattve and mob1hze the Janata Dal
NF partners and other secular forces to go to the people 
This wdl help the Left and secular forces to face the elec
torate m the next election battle The heightened prestige of 
the Party and the Left, due to their mterventlon m the present 
poht1cal cns1s, must be fully utthzed m our campaigns and 
act1v1ttes 

II 
OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

The unstable poht1cal s1tuat10n at the Centre and the explo
sive developments ansmg out of the BJP/VHP challenge 
can seriously aggravate the acute problems of national umty 
m different parts of the country and give a dangerous filhp 
to the separatist and d1v1s1ve forces Some of the develop
ments regardmg these problems are given below 

Anti-Reservation Violence 

The last Central Committee set out our position on the Mandal 
Comm1ss1on Report and its implementation The ag1tat1on 
agamst the 27 per cent reservat10n of Jobs for OBCs snow-

. balled and took a virulent tum m the enttre North. Worst hit 
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by the movement was the North-Western reg1on-Delh1, 
Haryana, H1machal, parts of RaJasthan, Western U P and 
Punjab The movement got a fresh lease of hfe after the 
self-1mmolauon attempt m Delhi which was followed by a 
spate of such mc1dents m other areas Scores of students 
and youth have burnt themselves to death or committed smc1de 
The entlfe forward castes have turned hostile to VP Smgh 
and the Nauonal Front Government. The mtens1ty of the 
agitation m the North-West has also senous 1mphcattons A 
big chunk of recrmtment mto the army comes from this area 
and Delhi bemg the epicentre effects the Government's func
t1omng The enttre bureaucracy and the overwhelmmg por
tion of the mtelhgents1a have become hostile or alienated 

The fury of the reaction and the massive disruption of 
normal hfe shows how correct our party's cnuc1sm was that 
proper consultations should have been there before makmg 
such an announcement. After the announcement, none of the 
poht1cal parties came out agamst the reservations If pnor 
consultations had been held, an acceptable formula based on 
the Karpoon Thakur formula could have been evolved The 
haste was dictated by the mner-J anata Dai situation arasmg 
out of Dev1 Lal's challenge Our Party has extended support 
to the OBC reservation implementation and advocated modi
fication on the basis of Karpoon Thakur formula to make 1t 
acceptable to all sections While demarcating from the de
mand for suspending the notification by the Government, 
the Party stated that the Supreme Court stay should be umhzed 
for comprehensive consultations with all pohtical parties 
and sections of people to amve at an agreed formula There 
were some manoeuvres m1tiated w1thm the Janata DaJ to 
mclude the Jats and some other communities m the OBC 
bst We came out agamst such proposals stating that 1t will 
ddute the basis of backward classes defined m the Mandal 
Comm1ss1on Report Instead we have supported the pro
posal for 5 to l l per cent additional re~ervataon for the 
econom1caJly backward of those communities not entitled to 
reservations 
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The reservation issue has d1v1ded all the bourgeois par
ties particularly the Congress(l) and the BJP Both these 
parties have actively fanned the ag1tat1on m the North with 
thetr act1v1sts leadmg the movement m different parts In 
Haryana, the state government gave the agitators free run to 
mfhct maximum damge to the government property In 
H1machal Pradesh, Government has been sheltenng the agi
tation and encouragmg 1t 

The Party has stood firm agamst the anti-reservation ag1-
tat1on which has caste1st overtones At the same ttme 1t 1s 
necessary to patiently explam our stand to large sections of 
the middle class employees, mtelhgents1a and workmg class 
who are affected by the anti-reservation propaganda and have 
fears about losmg JOb opportumttes Bemg a Party of the 
workmg class, we will have to also contmuously stress that 
reservauons alone cannot solve any problem whtle appeal
mg to the non-OBC secttons m the orgamzed movement to 
accept reservations as a hm1ted measure and preserve umty 
The National Front Government should 1mmed1ately hold 
consultations with all sections so that an acceptable solution 
is there. In this, our proposal for the Karpoon Thakur for
mula can serve as the basis for an agreement. 

The anti-reservation movement has receded m the face of 
the communal tensions due to the Ayodhya issue. But it is 
the potential for disruptive caste polansation m the commg 
days 

Kashmir 

The situation contmues to be senous. Nmety per cent of the 
Hmdu population have migrated out of the valley. There has 
been some success m checkmg mfiltrahon from Pakistan 
and also m roundmg up JKLF leaders. But there seems no 
immediate poss1bihty of pohhcally mob1hzmg the people. 

The pressure mounted on the extremists is makmg them 
desperate and they are resortmg to provocative acuons. The 
secunty forces m some instances have got provoked by such 
tactics and committed excesses This should be avoided at 
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all costs as It helps the extremists to alienate the people 
further from India 

There must be earnest attempts to assure the Kashmm 
people of their identity Talks with the JKLF can be held on 
the basis of protecting the Kashmm identity and strengthen
ing autonomy At the same time vigorous efforts must be 
there to isolate and curb the Jama1t-e-Islam1 and its funda
mentahst outfits 

A package of measures to alleviate unemployment, ensure 
sale of products from the valley and for development must 
be combined with continuing efforts to rally all secular and 
partnot1c forces to umtedly go amongst the people 

Punjab 

The s1tut1on has worsened further. After some 1mt1al 'iteps, 
the National Front Government lost the in1t1ative. The kill
ings have mtens1fied with the CPl(M) bemg the mam target. 
In the last week of September four of our important com
rades and a young child belonging to another comrade's 
family were killed ID different parts of Punjab 

There 1s no dispute on the fact that democratic process 
must be started-but the conditions have to be created for 
free and fau elections But the government did not take any 
step which could have strengthened the pohucal process 
The extremists also 1Dtensified their acuv1ues In such a 
situation where terror and fear would dominate, elet1ons would 
have handed over the assembly to the Khahstams 

It 1s ID this context that the question of extensions of 
ftresident's rule came up We had to wage a big struggle to 
ensure another six month's extension so that the 1Dtervening 
penod could be ut1hzed for taking political and admm1stra
uve steps to create conditions for free and normal elections 
Earher the Cabmet was ID favour of immediate elections, 
but after our strong arguments agamst it and the BJP's s1m1-
lar stand, the Government had to reconsider and brmg m the 
amendment to the Constitution. 

In the difficult situation m Punjab, the penod before the 
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elections must be uthzed to combme admm1strattve measures 
with poht1cal steps In the mtervenmg penod the coordma
hon of all forces standmg for nat10nal unity 1s essential 

Assam 

The situation m Assam 1s also senous As noted m the last 
CC. meetmg the ULFA's terror and extortion act1v1t1es are 
contmumg and the AGP Government refuses to take any 
act10n agamst them and m fact the AGP Government 1s 
conmvmg m protectmg them The term of the AGP Govern
ment ends m December when assembly elections will be 
due Panchayat elections are to be held before this. The 
Assam Secretatiat report shows that all the non-AGP Oppo
s1t1on parties have a common assessment that assembly elec
tions under the AGP Government is not possible m a free 
and peacful atmosphere. 

Tripura 

The Congress(l)-TUJS Government shows no signs of halt
mg its sponsorship of terror agamst the CPI(M) and Left 
Front supporters m the State CPl(M) cadres and supporters 
are bemg murdered, women raped, and m the tnbal areas an 
economic blockade is.imposed to make the CPl(M) support
ers surrender to the Congress(!). The law and order s1tuat1on 
has detenorated to such an extent that even traders and shop
keepers observed a complete bandh m the State m Septem
ber agamst extortions by the Congress(!) ant1-soc1als 

The Poht Bureau had drawn the attention of the Pnme 
Mm1ster and the National Front Government to this d1s
tressmg state of aff atrs. Unfortunately the snowbalhng po
htical cns1s at the Centre prevented the announcementt of a 
comm1ss1on of enquiry mto the atroc1t1es m Tnpura, prepa
rations for which had reached an advanced stage. 

Ethnic Problem 

The Bodo movement m Assam has not so far been resolved 
despite several rounds of tnpart1te talks. The AGP Government, 
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given its chauvmisttc posture, obstructs any advance to a 
solutton. In Meghalaya, Khas1s have attacked outsiders m 
Shillong In the entire North-East, tnbal and mmonty eth
mc people are m a state of ferment and separatist feelings 
are growing The Jharkhand movement ts also contmumg 
though its intensity is not so much as before. Given the 
overall strains on the poht1cal system, any detenorat1on of 
the national situation will provide a filhp to the separatist 
forces active amongst the tnbal and ethmc mmonty groups 
There ts every danger of the ethmc problems aggravating m 
the commg days 

Naxalite Depredations in Andhra 

In the penod after last C C. meetmg, the Naxahte (PWG) 
group has been contmumg its violent act1v1t1es This IS due 
to the open encouragement of the Chenna Reddy govern
ment which has emboldened them to contmue their terronstic 
acttv1ttes and extortion of money The homfic mc1dent of 
47 people bemg killed ma tram set on fue by naxahtes and 
the A P. Bandh call by them show how the Congress(!) 
govememt's pem1c1ous pohcy has created an abnormal situ
ation m the state Four CPI men were also killed by Naxahtes 
m Khammam dtstnct. 

The people of the State are v1ct1ms of the growing break
down of law and order According to official pohce figures 
itself, between January and August 1990 there were 1,635 
murders, 358 rapes, 955 daco1t1es and 76 pohce finng m the 
State. These figures shown the phght of the people under 
the Chenna Reddy Government. The campaign to curb naxahte 
violence and protect the people's elementary nghts must be 
supported by all the democratic forces m the country 

Worsening Economic Situation 

In the stormy controversies over the reservation issue and 
the temple-mosque dispute, pubhc attent10n has not focussed 
on the senous economic s1tuat1on which 1s developing. As 
the C.C noted earher the gallopmg pnces are the maJor 
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source of discontent against the National Front Government 
We had given a call to continuously mobilize the people 
against pnce nse and conduct protest actions to demand 
steps to curb pnce nse 

But now the Gulf cns1s has added a crushing burden on the 
already precanous economy and balance of payment position 
(BOP) The Government estimates and additional burden of 2 8 
billion dollars m the next one year for increased 011 pnces This 
1s an underestimate as 011 pnces have gone up from 16 dollars 
to 40 dollars. The IMF-WorJd Bank meetmg m Washington at
tended by Dandavate summanly refused India's request for spe
cial od fac1hty to tide over the cns1s Instead India and Thud 
World countnes were told to use ex1stmg loan fac1ht1es and 
schemes These are full of cond1t1onaht1es or high interest rates 
It seems the Government will go m for a loan under Compen
satory and Contmgency Facility which 1s given on basis of trade 
performance and probably a loan of one b1lhon dollars will be 
got Actually this will not meet the needs, but gomg for a big
ger amount means takmg loan under Extended Structural 
Adjusment Fac1hty which has stJff cond1tJonahues. An acute 
cns1s is facmg the Government 

The Central Government announced a 25 per cent sur
charge on alJ petroleum prouducts excepting cookmg gas 
There 1s no doubt that this mcrease will add to pnce spiral 
and mflat1on with increased transporauon cost Our Party 
demanded of the National Front Government to take steps 
to see that the increased burden falls on those sections which 
are afluent and to protect the poorer secttons who are al
ready fmdmg it difficult to mamtam thetr hvehhood In this 
context, we opposed the surcharge on kerosene as unwar
ranted as 1t will hit the poorer sections most 

While statmg that the 7 per cent surcharge on corporate 
taxes IS m the correct d1rection, we opmed that It IS msuf
ficient, much more could have been done to mop up the 
resources from big business and the nch The Party also 
demanded Immediate measures to strengthen the pubhc 
d1stnbut1on system and mamtammg the pnce levels of essential 
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commod1t1es supplied through it We also called for a re
view of the overall policy of md1scnmmate hberahsat1on of 
the economy 

The foreign exchange cns1s, the sharp devalut1on of the 
rupee v1s-a-v1s western currencies and the contmumg mfla
t10nary pnce nse all are gomg to spell further hardships for 
the people as the Government 1s already acceptmg all the 
gu1dehnes of the IMF-World Bank 

The Party, the Left and the mass orgamzauons must be 
constantly active to lead the umted struggles of the workmg 
class and other to1lmg sections ansmg out of the burdens 
which are bound to fall on the people due the rapidly dete
noratmg economic cond1t10ns 



Condolence on Comrade 
Mohammad Ismail* 

Comrade Mohd Ismatl, a member of the West Bengal State 
Committee of the CPl(M), and one of the most promment 
trade umon leaders of the country, passed away on 
November 14 at Calcutta Comrade Ismail was the CITU's 
all India V1ce-Pres1dent, and President of the West Bengal 
State Committee of the CITU nght from 1970 till his death 
He was aged 80 The news of his passmg away has gener
ated a deep sense of gnef and loss of a true fnend, particu
larly m the mdustnal areas of West Bengal Condolence 
messages have poured m from different parts of the country 

The whole hfe of Comrade Ismatl was an example of 
untmng struggle. He was born m a landless peasant family 
of Unnao, Uttar Pradesh, m 191 O He lost hts father before 
he was one-year old , and spent the whole of his childhood 
m utter poverty For a hvehhood he shifted to Calcutta along 
with his elder brother when he was JUSt 13. From then on 
he was resident of Calcutta. Comrade Ismail had to under
take vanous Jobs as a worker to earn his bread. He was not 
exposed to conventional education. But he became well
versed m language and pohttcs which he learned himself 
and with the cooperatton of his comrades. Thus, Comrade 
Ismail learned the agony of a toiler's hf e through his 
own expenence. 

Comrade Ismatl started his pohtical ltfe through paruci
patmg m the Khtlafat movement. He was sent to 1atl, first 

*Pubhshcd m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 25. 1990 
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ID 1928 and later when he was mvolved m bigger political 
moveme-nts He was taken 1Dto custody frequently In fact, 
Comrade Muzaffar Ahmad once wrote that the mformers 
followed Ismail hke a shadow Comrade Ismail was 1Dvolved 
ID Congress activities up to the end of the thirties He was 
a member of All India Congress Committee and Bengal 
Prov1Dcial Committee Along with some of his nationalist 
compatnots, he mobilised the Mushm masses of Calcutta m 
great numbers ID the freedom struggle. By this time, he had 
already met Comrade Abdul Hahm who mtroduced him to 
Marxism 

Comrade Ismail began work1Dg for the Commumst Party 
and became a Party member m 1935 He was a natural 
choice for the trade umon front From then on, dunng the 
last five decades Comrade Ismatl s1Dgularly dedicated his 
hfe to the buddmg up of a strong workmg class movement. 

Comrade Ismail played a h1stonc role m orgamzmg the 
tramworkers, thereby commg to a direct confrontation with 
the Bnt1sh authonty He played the role of one of the chief 
orgamzers of JUte workers' stnkes ID the th1rt1es and the 
forties. In many struggles, Comrade Ismail stayed among 
the workers of months with the pobce hauntmg for him m 
vam He mstllled confidence and self-respect among such 
unorgamsed sections as bu:h workers He was also a mem
ber for the leadmg contingent m the railway workers' move
ments By the forties, he had gamed the recogmt1on of bemg 
one of the most popular leaders of the m1htant workmg 
class In 1945, he was elected to the Calcutta Mumc1pal 
Corporation, as a Cqmmumst candidate, from the workers' 
constituency, with a big margm 

In 1948, Comrade Ismail was elected to the Central 
Committee of the Party at the Second Congress at Calcutta 
In 1949, the then Prov1Dc1al Committee of Bengal was re
organised and he became Secretary of the Provmc1al Com
mittee He was member of the AITUC Working Committee 
from 1935 onward, and from 1957 to 1970, V1ce-Pres1dent 
of the AITUC. He became the all-India V1ce-Pres1dent of 
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the CITU and the President of its West Bengal Committee 
when it was formed m 1970 He was first elected to Parlia
ment m 1967, from the Barrackpore parliamentary constitu
ency, and was its member for three terms 

Comrade Isma1l's name is associated with hundreds of 
struggles of the workmg class He was a close fnend of the 
thousands of trade umon activists and a source of great 
msptrat1on for them His strong behef m Marx1sm-Lemmsm 
and m the power of the workers to change the world, led 
him to become an enthus1asuc orgamser which he remamed 
till the last days of his hfe Comrade Ismail led a truly 
spartan life and his family consisted of the Party and the 
CITU comrades. 

As soon as the news of Comrade Isma1l's death spread, 
hundreds of workers gathered at the CITU State Committee 
office to pay their last homage to the departed leader His 
body was kept m the CITU office for the whole day on the 
14th and was brought to the Muzaffar Ahmad Bhavan, the 
CPl(M) State Committee office, the next mommg. Jyoll Basu, 
Satlen Dasgupta, MonoranJan Roy, Biman Basu, Ami B1swas, 
Rahm Sen, Niren Ghosh, Chittabrata MaJumdar, Kamal Sarkar, 
Speaker of the State Assembly Hashim Abdul Hahm, CPI 
leader Gita Mukhef)ee, UTUC leader Nikhil Das, AITUC 
leaders Ranen Sen and Kamalapati Roy were among those 
who placed wreaths on the body of Comrade Ismail, cov
ered with the Red Flag Expressmg his deep sorrow, Jyotl 
Basu said, Comrade Ismall was a front-rankmg leader of the 
Party and trade umon, with whom he had worked together 
nght from 1944 He said he had personally learnt many 
thmgs from him when he first JOmed m trade umon acttvi
hes. Saden Dasgupta, Secretary of the State Committee of 
CPI(M), said that Comrade Ismail had set an mcomparable 
example of sacnfice for the Party and the workmg class 

The funeral procession started from the CPl(M) office on 
the l Sth afternoon Thousands of workers, some of them m 
umforms, JOmed m the procession. Comrade Ismail's 
body was kept m a truck The procession was led by eighty 
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white-clad volunteers with half-mast Red Flags 80 tram 
workers m theu umforms, followed the truck, Party and 
trade umon leaders Jomed m the procession Among them 
were Sa1len Dasgupta, MonoranJan Roy, B1man Basu, Ami 
B1swas, Shyamal Chakraborty, Nuen Ghosh and others 
Veterans of trade umon movement Joined m the rally with 
gnef wnt large on theu faces Hundreds of people gathered 
by the roadside The procession reached the Gobra cemetery 
m the evenmg, where with the last rays of sun and the 
chantmg of slogans "Long Live Comrade Ismail', 'Workers 
of the World, Umtel" the beloved leader was put to rest m 
a grave 



On Imposition of Emergency In 
Bangladesh* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
November 28, 1990 to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) condemns the 1mpos1llon of 
Emergency m Bangladesh which was accompanied by large
scale arrest of the leaders of the Opposition parties who 
were m the midst of the struggle for the restoration of de
mocracy The three major Opposition alliances, the eight
party alhance led by the Awam1 League, the seven-party 
alhance led by the Bangladesh National Party and the five
party alhance of the Left had umtedly launched a popular 
people's struggle smce October 10 demandmg a free and 
fair elect10n under a neutral caretaker Government 

This 1s the third Emergency that has been clamped m the 
country smce General Ershad took over power through a 
coup m 1982. Sweepmg powers have been assumed by the 
President and the m1htary which has banned all pohucal 
activity nghts, suspended fundamental nghts and imposed a 
strmgent censorship mcludmg on messages bemg received 
through any mode of telecommumcattons. Even the nght to 
file cases m the courts for enforcmg fundamental nghts, and 
all pendmg proceedmgs have been suspended. In fact virtual 
mihtary rule has been declared, trampling upon all elemen
tary civtl hberties and democratic nghts The people of 
Bangladesh have nsen m a massive way agamst this proc
lamation and have announced a bandh m Dacca today, to be 
followed by a countrywide bandh on December 1. 

*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi. December 2. 1990 
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The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its sohdanty 
with the people of Bangladesh m their struggle agamst the 
repressive autocratic regime of President Ershad and for the 
restoration of democracy 



On Dismissal of State Government 
in Assam* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) recorded its protest by 
issuing a statement dated November 28, 1990 

The CPI(M) has, for the past few months, been expressing 
serious concern at the detenoratmg law and order s1tuat1on 
m Assam The failure of the State Government to curb the 
act1v1t1es of the ULFA has disrupted normal hfe, busmess 
and trade act1v1t1es m many parts of the State, and caused 
msecunty among the mmont1es The CPI(M) had urged the 
previous National Front Government also to ensure thdt 
adequate steps were taken so that the hf e and property of 
the citizens were protected. Such steps were necessary to 
create cond1t1ons for holdmg the Assembly elections 

The new Chandra Shekhar Government has now d1sm1ssed 
the State Government and suspended the Assembly This is 
a wrong step and will not help m brmgmg normalcy to the 
State. Removmg the State Government and 1mposmg 
President's Rule will provide a handle to those forces which 
want to encourage d1v1s1veness and chanv1msm m the State 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, December 2, 1990 



Punjab Terrorists' Threat to Journalists: 
Death Penalty for Those Who Do Not 
Refer Them As "Freedom Fighters"* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued protest statement 
dated November 23, 1990 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
1s gravely concerned at the latest attack launched by the 
Panth1c Committee by declanng a so-called code of conduct 
for Journalists m Punjab This so-called code covering re
porters, columnists and editors of all newspapers and peri
odicals in the country, prescribes a death penalty for those 
who refer to Khahstani extremists as terronsts They have 
been advised mstead to refer to them as "freedom fighters" 

After cla1mmg hundreds of mnocent hves m theu antl
nauonal acuv1t1es, the Khahstani extremists are today mak
mg the Press as a target of attack m order to ensure that 
theu terrorist1c actJv1tJes are not reported to the rest of the 
country Their aim 1s to control the flow of news and report
mg of events This 1s an outright attack on the freedom of 
the Press which has to be resisted by all those who value 

I! 
the unity and mtegnty of our country as well as its demo-
cratic and secular foundations 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) appeals to all patriotic 
people not to yield to such mt1m1datory threats The Poht 
Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the Government of India 
to take firm measures to protect the JOurnahsts and media 
establishments and ensure that the freedom of expression 
and the fundamental right to reportmg are firmly protected. 

*Pubhshed ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delht, December 2, 1990 



Initiate Steps to Meet 
Terrorist Offensive* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated November 23, 1990 urging upon the Central 
Government to initiate steps to meet offensive of 
the terrorists in Punjab 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
expresses its deep shock and gnef at the massacre of 16 bus 
passengers m Ropar d1stnct on November 22, 1990 The 
latest outrage is part of the contmumg attacks by the Khahstam 
terrorists who are now targettmg people of the mmonty 
commumty m Punjab. Scores of people have lost their hves 
recently m such brutal k1llmgs m Gurdaspur, Faridkot and 
Amritsar This is part of the d1abohcal plan of the 1mpen
ahst-backed terronsts to create cond1t1ons for the forcible 
migration of the Hmdus from Punjab so that there can be a 
communal backlash outside Punjab 

The Central Government has to immediately imuate steps 
to meet this new offensive of the terrorists It should back 
up the Punjab admimstration with a coherent pohcy so that 
firm measures can be taken to deal with the terrorist vio
lence 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY',. New Delhi, December 2, 1990 



Burden of Rs 1,340 Crores Imposed 
on the People* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) denounced the move of 
Chandra Shekhar Government 

The Chandra Shekhar Government has imposed an add1-
tlonal levy of Rs. 1,340 crore on the people. When the 
entue market is on fire and when 1t has become well-mgh 
impossible for the man on the street to eke out an existence. 
this v1c1ous blow of ra1smg aux1hary excise duty across the 
board will cause immense hardship to the people. Barely 
two and a half months before the regular budget is sched
uled to be placed before the Lok Sabha. the mmi-budget of 
Chandra Shekhar Government has come Truly, it is mm1-
budget. not for any rehef to be given to the people groamng 
under the burden of extremely heavy load of taxes but to 
heap further loads on their bent back It will add as a fuel 
to the already mflationary spual that is resultmg mto un
heard-of pnce nse With the rate of mflatton exceed mg 10 
per cent, what will be the cond1t1on of the ordmary man is 
eastly imagmable The idea sought to be imparted that only 
big houses would be affected by this mcrease m excise duty 
is hogwash Every pa1sa of the mcreased excise duty will be 
passed on to the consumers-this has been the expenence 
of the people m the last 43 years of mdependence The 
reason adduced for such a massive hike 1s the soarmg budg
etary deficit and non-reahsatton of the expected revenue 
earnmgs. For this, 1f there 1s any respons1b1hty 1t squarely 
hes on the shoulder of the Government For the failure of 
the Government the people should not be flogged 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACt', New Delhi, December 23, 1990 
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The Poht Bureau denounces this utterly anti-people move 
of the Chandra Shekhar Government It is almost hke the 
proverbial last straw on the camel's back The Poht Bureau 
calls upon the people to oppose the move of the Govern
ment tooth and nail 



Polit Bureau Demands Firm Stand in 
Punjab Against Extremist Pressure* 
Statement issued condemning Central Government's 
surrender to Extremists' Demands 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) deplores the suspension of 
Hmdi broadcasts from the All India Rad10 stations at Jallandhar 
and Chandigarh The national news m Hmdi was also not 
broadcast from the Chand1garh station of the All India Radio 
This is an abject surrender to the extremists' demand to ban 
Hmd1 from the media The CPI(M) has been emphas1zmg 
on the need for gtvmg due importance to the use of the 
PunJabt language But this does not mean that Hmd1 should 
be ehmmated from the State Commg m the wake of the 
"code of conduct" for the media, the Government has set a 
dangerous precedent by g1vmg mto their threats 

The situation m Punjab IS daily worsenmg, emboldenmg 
the terronsts to enforce their dictates m all spheres of hfe 
It IS shockmg that the Sikh fundamentahsts are now seekmg 
to enforce a "dress code" for guls m the educational mstt
tuuons at Chand1garh There have been mstances of the 
extremists terronzmg the girl students by physically attack
mg them. 

This all-round offensive of the terronsts, duected from 
Pakistan, needs to be squarely met by the Central Govern
ment and the State machmery The Chandra Shekhar Gov
ernment is contemplatmg changes m the admm1strat1on m 
such a manner which may demoralize the entire State 
machmery and disrupt their resolve to meet the extremist 

*Published in 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, December 23, 1990 
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challenge While any attempt to tone up the adm1m1strat10n 
can be appreciated, the wholesale changes contemplated m 
the upper echelons of the pohce and the adm1mstrat10n must 
not send out wrong signals to the extremists and the people 
of Punjab who are facing a cnt1cal s1tuat1on 



Polit Bureau Demands All-Party Meet 
on Communalism* 
Statement dated December 13, 1990, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its deep concern 
at the contmumg communal nots m Hyderabad and Ahgarh 
Communal violence is also takmg place m Ahmedabad and 
Kanpur There is a great danger of such violence spreadmg 
to other areas The CPI(M) has been wammg that such a 
situation will develop due to the blatantly communal propa
ganda of the VHP and the BJP The efforts made so far to 
curb the activmes of the communal forces have 
proved msufficient. Any further detenorahon of the situa
tion spells danger to national umty and communal amity. In 
such a situation, the Poht Bureau requests the Pnme Mmister 
and the Central Government to immeditely convene an all
party meetmg to discuss and work out measures to deal 
with the problem 

*Published an 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delht, December 23, 1990 



~ 
Polit Bureau on Gulf Situation* 
Statement dated January 13, l991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its grave concern 
at the rapidly worsenmg situation m the Gulf region. The 
decmon of the U S Congress approvmg the use of force, 
has brought the world to the very bnnk of a most disastrous 
conflagration 

The US Congress resolution, which m effect 1s an en
dorsement of the dnve to war launched by U S. impenahsm 
under the leadership of President Bush, comes precisely at 
a ttme when the U N Secretary General and many European 
and Arab leaders are engaged m senous efforts to f md a 
solution through negottattons The Poht Bureau sharply 
condemns this recklessly provocative decision of the U S 
Congress mtended to torpedo the chances of a peaceful so
lution 

The Poht Bureau greets the mtlhons of people m most 
countnes of Europe and the USA who have been conductmg 
huge anti-war demonstrations m the last few days 

The Poht Bureau appeals to all parlles and orgamzations 
m India to hold demonstrations and meetmgs agamst the 
war danger 1mmed1ately 

The Poht Bureau duects all the Party umts to take urgent 
mitiat1ves to orgamze powerful umted demonstrations at all 
centres m the course of the next few days 

*Published tn 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delht, January 20, 1991 



Government Attempting to Mislead 
People on IMF Loan* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses Serious 
Concern in a statement dated January 10, 1991, 
issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its senous con
cern at the way the Chandra Shekar Government is negoti
atmg with the IMF for a big loan without takmg Parliament 
or the people mto confidence It is clear from reports that 
the Fmance Mm1stry is now negot1atmg IMF loans to the 
tune of 2 5 bdhon doUars (over Rs 4,500 crores) There 1s 
an attempt to mislead pubhc opm1on that this credit will be 
available without any cond1tionaht1es 

The IMF loans are available under different categones 
Under the 'Compensatory and Contmgency Fmance Facil
ity' which will not entail such stiff cond1tlonahues, India 
will be gettmg only around 600 million dollars. The rest of 
the money will be taken as 'standby credit', which defi
mtely entails conditions The Chandra Shekhar Government 
is adoptmg the same ploy as the Congress(!) Government m 
1981, by trymg to meet these conditions m advance without 
advertismg them The recent exercises to levy addit10nal 
taxes and excise duties and the increase m the pnce of nee 
m the pubhc distribution system, are part of this process 
The conditionahties imposed by the IMF will certainly in
volve further attack on the hving standards of the people 
by cutting subsidies for the public distnbut1on system and 
crushmg tax burdens, as the Government of India will be 
compelled to reduce its fiscal deficit to meet the IMF re
qmrements 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, January 20, 1991 
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Such far-reachmg policy measures are bemg smuggled m 
without proper debate and discussion The Polit Bureau de
mands that the Government of India place the terms and 
conditions of the IMF loan before Parhament, the poht1cal 
parties and the pubhc It warns the Chandra Shekhar Gov
ernment not to fmahze any arrangement with the IMF with
out takmg Parhament, pohttcal parties and the people mto 
confidence 



Disqualified Ministers Must Quit* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) made the demand in a 
statement dated January 12, 1991, issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) appreciates the ruling given 
by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, m correctly applymg the 
ant1-defectton law to disqualify eight members of the Janata 
Dai who defected Whtie rightly recogmzmg the split m the 
Janata Dai, the Speaker has taken this JUd1c1ous declSlon 

The Polit Bureau demands that the five m1msters who 
have been disqualified from the membership of the Lo~ Sabha, 
resign forthwith from the Cabmet This 1s the mm1mum 
step expected on the grounds of parliamentary ethics and for 
their gross v1olat10n of the anti-defection law It 1s surpns
mg that the Pnme M1mster and the Janata Dal(S) are argu
mg that these five mm1sters can remam m the Cabmet smce 
the Const1tut1on provides for a mm1ster contmumg for six 
months without bemg a Member of Parhament This is a 
specious argument as Article 164 is meant for appomtmg 
non-member as m1msters and six months' tune is given for 
them to enter Parliament In the present case, elected mem
bers of the Lok Sabha have been d1squahfied as defectors, 
and their contmuance m the Cabmet will be an unprmc1pled 
action which cannot be accepted on any count 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY'. New Deihl, January 20, 1991 



Severe Attacks on Peaceful Protesters 
in Delhi* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued protest statement 
dated January 18, 1991 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) condemns the pohce attack 
on peaceful demonstrators outside the U S embassy today 
January 10, 1991 The JOmt demonstration which mcluded 
the Delhi umt of the CPI(M), was orgamzed to demand an 
immediate halt to the U S attack on Iraq It was not al
lowed to go near the embassy and the pohce heavily teargassed 
the protesters to disperse them 

The Poht Bureau demands of the Chandra Shekhar Gov
ernment that tt allows anti-war protest acuons without 
hmderance so that the people of India can express their 
md1gnation at the brutal war launched by U S tmpenahsm 
It calls upon the Delhi pohce authonttes to take action agamst 
the officers responsible for the strong-arm tacucs used against 
the demonstrators The Poht Bureau appeals to all sections 
of the people to step up protests agamst the war unleashed 
by the Umted States m the Gulf. 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delht, January 27. 1991 



On Gruesome Massacre in 
Hoshiarpur* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated January 30, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the 
gruesome murder of eleven mnocent people by extremists m 
Hosh1arpur last mght The victims, most of whom belonged 
to the mmonty community, were smgled out from buses and 
cars from different places, and boarded mto a truck m which 
the extremists were carrymg an LMG Commg ID the after
math of a s1m1lar mc1dent ID Ludhiana on the 8th of this 
month, this mctdent has thrown a big challenge to the State 
admm1strahon and the Central Government to prove its 
capab1hty of protectmg the hfe and property of the people 
m the State 

It 1s learnt that a day earher, the terronsts on board the 
same truck had murdered two policemen m Dahuha ID the 
same d1stnct 

The Poht Bureau urges upon the Government to take 
1mmed1ate steps to stop the rot before 1t becomes too late 
It appeals to the vanous pohucal parties to assert them
selves to save Punjab from disaster 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, February 3, J99J 



Polit Bureau's Condolence on 
Comrade Bijoy Pal* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses deep sorrow over 
the death of Comrade BeJOY Pal at the age of 77 Comrade 
Pal, born m 1914, 1omed the national movement and started 
workmg among the workers m Kanpur at an early age, and 
JOmed the Commumst Party m 1938 Around 1939, he came 
to Asansol and started organ1zmg trade umons m the sprawhng 
mdustnal belt His was a very great contnbut1on towards 
buildmg up of the CPl(M) m Burdwan d1stnct and was 
returned to the State Assembly thnce-m 1962, 1977 and m 
1982. He spent a total of 11 years behmd the bars and 5 
years underground Comrade Pal was almost a household 
name m the Burdwan-Asansol area. The present strength of 
the trade umon movement of colliery, metallurgy, heavy 
engmeermg, transport and other mdustnes m the region owes 
much to h1s selfless and untmng work. 

•Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCllAcv', New Delhi, February 3, 1991 



Polit Bureau's Condolence on 
Comrade Sahedullah* 

The Pohl Bureau of the CPl(M) puts on record its deep 
gnef and sorrow over the death of Comrade Sayed Sahedullah 
at Calcutta on January 24, 1991 at the age of 78, after a 
prolonged illness. 

Born ID a family in Burdwan that had a Jong assoc1atton 
with the nattonal movement, Comrade Sahedullah JOmed 
the freedom struggle at a very early age and was later at
tracted to the Communist Party He was one of the founders 
of the Burdwan Distnct Committee, the first d1stnct com
mittee of Communist Party ID Bengal and was connected 
with the peasant movement for more than 50 years He was 
mcarcerated several times after the formation of the CPl{M) 
and was a member of the State Committee untll 1988 He 
was elected to the Calcutta Municipal Corporauon, the State 
Leg1slat1ve Council and the RaJya Sabha A profoundly learned 
man, Comrade SahedulJah was known as an mtelJectual to 
a wider section He edited a cultural monthly, Nandan, with 
distinction, and authored several books and was deeply 
connected with the movement of progressive wnters and 
artists 

*Published m 'l>EoPL.e's DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, February 3, 1991 
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On Refuelling Facility to U.S. 
Military Aircraft* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued protest statement 
dated February 12, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
is appalled at the shameless defence by the Chandra Shekhar 
Government and its Ministers of the refuelhng facihty be
ing provided to U S m1htary a1Ccraft mvolved m the Gulf 
war This mesponsible defence comes m the background of 
the severe oppos1t1on by all pohttcal parties m the country 
who constitute more than four-fifths of the elected members 
of the Lok Sabha. The dec1S1on to contmue the refuelling 
despite the growmg oppos1tton, only reflects the total sub
servience to U S 1mpenahsm of the present Government 
This negates the entlfe ant1-1mpenahst and non-ahgned legacy 
of India's foreign pohcy and constitutes a grave travesty to 
India's self-respect 

With such a position, all efforts by the present pohtical 
leadership to bid for peace in the Gulf through NAM. ap
pears suspect No one m the world will beheve the smcenty 
of Indian efforts, commg m the background of the contmu
ing refuelling fac1hhes 

The CPI(M), whtle demanding the immediate stoppage 
of these facihttes, will take up the issue m the forthcommg 
budget session of Parhament 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, February 17, 1991 



Polit Bureau Condemns U.S. Obduracy* 
Statement dated February 16, 1991, issued to Press 

The Iraq Government's offer accepting the Security Council 
Resolution No 660 on withdrawal from Kuwait provides 
the basis for an immediate halt to the war being waged in 
the Gulf by the U S and us alhed forces The Iraq proposal 
calls for an immediate cease-fire and the withdrawal of all 
foreign forces from the area so that a negotiated settlement 
can be reached on the Kuwait problem and all other oustandmg 
issues m West Asta including the Palestinian question 

The Poht Bureau condemns the stand of the Umted States, 
Brllam and some other Governments in the muJtinat1onaI 
alliance who have outrightly rejected the Iraqi offer Presi
dent Bush has arrogantly declared that the war agamst the 
Iraqi people will contmue unabated The Poht Bureau calls 
upon all Governments interested m restormg peace m the 
Gulf, to act immediately upon the Iraqi off er so that the 
Security Council, now in session, can give a call for a cease
fire In this, the Indian Government must heed pubhc opm-
1on and take a bold stand against the contmuance of the war 

The Poht Bureau notes with grave concern that there are 
reports that the Umted States armed forces have used the 
'fuel au bomb' agamst Iraq This is a weapon of mass 
destruction which sucks up all the oxygen m a designated 
area, asphyx1atmg all the people m the affected area. The 
use of such a diabohcal bomb is equal to the use of chemical 

*Published in 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, February 24, 1991 
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and b1olo1gcal weapons The Poht Bureau calls upon al 
sectlons of the people m Ind1a to JOm the world-wide pro 
test agamst the use of such genocidal weapons by the Unite' 
States against Iraq 



Barbarian Massacre by U.S. 
Air Force in Baghdad* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) records protest 
by issuing statement dated Februlry 14, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expre-;ses its deep sense of 
outrage at the killing of an estimated one thousand men, 
women and children by brutal U S bombmg of Baghdad on 
February 13, 1991 This latest massacre by the U S air 
force is part of the total war bemg waged by America 
agamst the people of Iraq For the past four weeks, the 
United States has targetted civihans m the residential 
areas of Baghdad, Basra and other populated centres of 
Iraq The shameless Bush Admmistration JUStifies this 
genocidal war as part of its attack on mihtary targets 

In the face of mountmg evidence of thousands of civihan 
casualties., the United Nations Security Council must dis
charge its bounden duty by callmg for a halt to this war 
immediately The Chandra Shekhar Government has cov
ered itself with mfamy by drawmg India mto this mhu
man war by allowmg refuellmg faciht1es to U S warplanes 

The Poht Bureau calls upon all sections of the people 
and political parties to regis!er their vehement protests agamst 
this pohcy of mass murder by U S impenahsm 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, February 24, 1991 



Prime Minister Misleading the People 
on Refuelling of U.S. Military Aircraft* 
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) issued statement dated 
February 18, 1991, exposing Prime Minister 
Chandra Shekhar's role 

The announcement by the Pnme M1mster, Mr Chandra Shekhar, 
m B1har that US. warplanes are no more being refuelled, has 
proved to be false with reports of U S. m1htary planes havmg 
landed and refuelled both at Bombay and Madras airports on 
February 17, 1991 Either Mr Chandra Shekhar is m1sleadmg 
the Indian people or his Government's wnt does not seem to 
run at the Indian airports 

The mtentton of withdrawing the facthttes, announced 
by the Pnme Mmtster, seems to have been forced on him 
due to the sustained pubhc pressure and the fear of facmg 
Parliament on this issue. This 1s evident from his repeated 
1ust1ficat1on of the refuelling fac1hties extended to the Amencan 
war efforts 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) demands that the Gov
ernment of India 1mmed1ately act upon the Pnme Mm1ster's 
assurance to stop refuelling fac1hties The enttre pro-US 
Gulf pohcy of the Chandra Shekhar Government must be
come the subject of d1scuss1on and condemnation m the 
forthcommg Parliament session 

*Published in 'PEolu's DEMOCRACY'. New Dclht, February 24, 1991 



Polit Bureau Communique* 
Issued following its meeting held in New Delhi on 
February 22-23, 1991 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) which met in New Delhi on 
February 22 and 23, issued the following statement · 

U.S. Attack Denounced 
The Poht Bureau denounced the ground war launched by 
the U S. led forces agamst Iraq, after reJectmg outnght the 
Soviet sponsored peace plan, which was accepted by Iraq. 
Already more than a month of savage aenal bombardment 
has led to temble destruction and mass kilhngs of civihans 
m Iraqi c1t1es The Poht Bureau expressed its md1gnat1on at 
this latest decision of the USA to contmue the war defymg 
world pubhc opm1on, which has made 1t clear that the USA 
1s bent upon destroymg Iraq and estabhshmg ats hegemony 
m the Gulf region. 

The Secunty Council of the Umted Nations cannot re
mam silent and conmve with this dangerous step. The USA 
has shown flagrant contempt for the U.N by launchmg the 
attack while the Council was m session. It must call a stop 
to the host1ht1es and act upon the peace plan proposals which 
confrom to the basic UN stand for Iraq's wuhdrawal from 
Kuwait. The Indian Government must 1mmed1ately move 
for callmg the NAM Presidency council or the bureau meet· 
mg so that the peace moves can be stepped up. 

The Poht Bureau heard the report of Hark1shan Singh 
Sul)eet on his talks with Yasser Arafat on February 19 at 

*Published in 'PEoPl.E's DeMoc:ucv', New Delhi, M1rch 3, 1991 
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Tums It appreciated the efforts of the PLO for a prmc1pled 
and peaceful settlement of the outstanding problems m West 
Asia 

The Poht Bureau calls for a broad coahtion of anti-war 
forces to be set up m the country so that the strong feelings 
of the Indian people agamst the U S warmongering and for 
a peaceful settlement can be properly mamfested 

Disastrous Record of Chandra Shekhar Govt. 

The three-month record of the Chandra Shekhar Govern
ment has been an unmitigated disaster for the country This 
defector government propped up by the Congress( I), has 
pursued policies which has a betrayal of the country's mter
ests It has jettisoned the non-ahgned foreign pohcy by al
lowmg refuelling facihties for U S war planes and pursumg 
a pro-US Gulf pohcy, it has accepted IMF condittonahttes 
and is endangenng India's economic sovereigmty, it has 
launched vicious attacks on democracy and Centre-State 
relations by d1sm1ssmg the Tamil Nadu Government and 
removmg the Bihar Governor, 1t is bunglmg the handlmg of 
sensitive questions of national umty such as the Punjab 
problem 

Betrayal of Foreign Policy 

The CPl(M) reiterates its strong oppos1t1on to the pro-US. 
pohcy of the Government with regard to the Gulf war The 
refuellmg of U S. m1htary planes was not stopped by the 
Government but discontinued by the USA, makmg it clear 
who dictates pohcy m this matter This step was announced 
because of the fear of facmg the Parhament session. After 
opposmg this pohcy, the Congress(I) voted with the Gov
ernment m the Lok Sabha m the face of an adjournment 
motton condemnmg this pohcy; thus the Congress(!) oppor
tunism on this question has been exposed before the people 
The BJP defended Chandra Shekhar's stance m Parhament 
and its pro-1mpenahst hne led 1t to support the Government 
m this shameful pohcy 
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\uthoritarian Attacks 
fhe dismissal of the Tamil Nadu Government by the tlle
~ittmate Government constttutues a senous onslaught on de
nocracy and the Centre-State relations It has set a new 
?recedent m the notonous use of Article 356 of the Consti
tutton. The President signed the proclamatlon for President's 
Rule without the Governor subm1ttmg any recommendation 
m this regard When the situation calls for urgent restructur
ing of Centre-State relations, this act is a calculated attack 
on the nghts of the States. The Pobt Bureau reiterates its 
long-standing demand for the scrapping of Article 356 of 
the Const1tut1on. 

The Congress(!) and the Chandra Shekhar Government 
are obhv1ous of the much worse law and order s1tuat1on m 
Andhra Pradesh and Tnpura where there are Congress(!) 
regimes. 

Bihar: No Toppling 
The Poht Bureau also condemned the removal of the Bihar 
Governor for refusing to follow the dictates of the rulmg 
group at the Centre After the Tamd Nadu topplmg, a con
spiracy is afoot to destabihze the Laloo Yadav Government 
which enjoys a stable maJonty in the State Assembly. The 
Poht Bureau warned the Chandra Shekhar Government not 
to worsen the s1tuat1on further by steps to topple the Janata 
Dai Government tn B1har. 

President's Address: An Irrelevant Exercise 

The President's address to the Parhament 1s remarkable for 
Its lack of any direction and new pohcy m1ttatives. It con
firms the bankruptcy of the unpnncipled arrangement at the 
Centre. The address JUStlfies the d1sm1ssal of the Tamil Nadu 
Government and the bunglmg m Punjab; the address does 
not h1ghbght the senous communal situation and the steps 
necessary to combat the communal menace. It has no d1rec
tlon to meet the senous economic s1tuat1on facmg the coun
try It glonfies the steady improvement in relations with 
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USA at a time when the Government 1s surrendermg to its 
pr~ssures 

Budget: Abdication of Responsibility 

The dec1S1on of the Chandra Shekhar Government not to 
present the Umon budget at the scheduled time and to go m 
for a vote-on-account, 1s fraught with senous consequences 
for the economy It 1s the height of irresponsibility for the 
Congress(!) and the Chandra Shekhar group to argue that 
the Tamil Nadu elections requue the postponement of the 
budget Such playmg with the economy, which is in deep 
cns1s, shows that they place their petty interests above the 
vital mterests of the people and country 

Govt. Should Quit: Fresh Mandate 

The contmuance of such a Government with the opportumst 
support of the Congress(!), will spell danger for the country 
everyday that it lasts The Poht Bureau demanded that the 
Chandra Shekhar Government quit forthwith The only way 
out of the impasse is to get a fresh people's mandate by 
holding elections 

Danger to Economic Sovereignty 

The Poht Bureau warned the people that m the present dif
ficult economic situation, the ongomg negotiations for the 
second mstalment of the IMF loan spells senous dangers 
for the country's economic and political sovereignty The 
IMF cond1t1onahties, already bemg implemented, will fur
ther worsen the people's phght. It will push us inexorably 
mto a debt trap The Poht Bureau calls upon all democrauc 
forces to put up stiff resistance agamst all such economic 
measures which seek to further heap burdens on the people 
The IMF-World Bank dictated path 1s not mev1table for solvmg 
the problems An alternate path should be pursued of mobi
hzmg mternal resources by taxmg the nch, drastic cut in 
imports, conservmg fuel and energy resources and ehmmat
mg wasteful government expenditure so that the fiscal and 
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trade deficits can be reduced. The continuing double-digit 
inflation and the price rise is severely affecting all sections 
of the people. The problem of rise requires the united strug
gles of all sections to expand the public distribution system 
and to defend the rights of the working people. The CPl(M) 
will oppose all moves to privatise the public sector and 
State financial institutions, and calls upon all the trade unions 
and their mass organizations to be vigilant in this regard. 

Threat of Communal Forces 
The Polit Bureau warned the people and all secular forces 
to be vigilant in view of the VHP-BJP call for a renewed 
agitation on the temple issue in March-April. The efforts to 
further communalize the atmosphere by these activities, must 
be unitedly countered by all the secular and democratic forces. 

Kerala: Big Victory 
The Polit Bureau congratulated the people of Kerala for 
the big victory registered by the Left and Democratic Front 
in the recently held District Council elections. This vic
tory is a vindicate of the LDF line of having no truck with 
the caste and communal forces and to mobilize all secular 
forces to isolate them. The victory in the District Council 
elections should spur the CPl(M) and all secular forces in 
Kerala to continue with this principled line, which has an 
important bearing on national politics and defence of na
tional unity. The defeat of the Congress(!) Front has began 
the process of breaking up of the UDF with the Muslim 
League walking out of the Front. The break-up of such a 
combination of caste and communal forces will be a wel
come development. 

The Polit Bureau hoped that the District Councils, con
stituted for the first time in the State, will work to imple
ment the devolution of powers and enable people at the 
grass-root level to participate in the developmental activities 
more effectively, and bring together all sections of people to 
achieve this purpose irrespective of political affiliations. 



454 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

Carry Forward Joint Campaigns 

The Poht Bureau noted with sausfacuon that the JOmt cam
paign conducted by the J anata Dai, N attonal Front and Left 
parties m vanous States, has met with a big response from 
the people The campaign has mob1hzed the people m de
fence of seculansm, national umty and social JUst1ce It also 
helped to struggle to defend democratic values after the 
d1sm1ssal of the Tamil Nadu Government The success of 
the bandh call on February 6 m five States on this issue, 
was a result of this common endeavour In the present s1tu
at1on the Jomt campaign must be mtens1fied 

The Poht Bureau welcomed the dec1s1on of the national 
youth and student orgamzat1ons to conduct an all-India Jatha 
from five centres from March 23 to culminate m New Delhi 
on Apnl 22, which will h1ghhght the demands agamst un
employment, for the nght to work and defence of national 
umty 

April 23: Left Rally 

The Poht Bureau stressed the importance of strengthenmg 
Left umty m the complex s1tuat10n facmg the country In 
this connection, the Poht Bureau endorsed the call of the 
Left parties to hold an all-India rally with countrywide 
mob1hzat1on at New Delhi on Apnl 23 This rally wtll focus 
on the urgent problems facmg the people, particularly the 
fight agamst communahsm, defence of social JU Stice, agamst 
pnce nse and the nght to work The Poht Bureau calls upon 
all its Party umts and the mass orgamzatlons to mob1hse to 
make the rally a big success 



Report on Political Situation* 
(Adopted by the Central Committee of the CPI(M) 
in its meeting held on March 7-9, 1991) 

The last Central Committee meeting held in November 1990 
was held under the shadow of the imminent fall of the 
VP Singh Government on November 7 The events that 
have taken place, wtth the installat10n of the defectors group 
supported by the Congress(I), have fully vmd1cated the 
apprehensions expressed by the last C C. report that. "With 
the new combination coming to power the s1tuatton 1s fraught 
with new danger, the splinter Janata Dai group running the 
Government with Congress(l) support will be a thoroughly 
opportunist and shaky combination The country 1s facing 
an extremely serious s1tuat1on, with the grave threat in Punjab, 
Kashmir and Assam and the Ramjanmabhoom1 agitation . . At 
this juncture the commg to power of this opportunist com
bmat10n is bound to aggravate all these problems " 

Notorious Record of the Defector Government 

There has been a rapid detenorat1on in the poht1cal s1tu
at1on in the country in the past four months with this un
stable and opportunist combination at the Centre Never be
fore, since the partition, were there such widespread com
munal nots in the country, the m1sgmded pohc1es of the 
Chandra Shekhar Government have subjected Punjab to the 
increased depredations of the Khahstani secessionists, the 
d1sm1ssal of the DMK Ministry in TamtJ Nadu marked a 
new landmark m the misuse of authontanan power by the 

*Published as a booklet m March 1991 



456 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

Centre; the bankruptcy of bourgeois-landlord economic policies 
has led the government to surrender before the IMF-World 
Bank; finally the shameful capitulation to American imperia
lism by allowing refuelling facilities to the American mili
tary planes and echoing the U.S. line on the Gulf crisis 
compromised India's non-aligned foreign policy. 

These are the results of having such an unprincipled and 
opportunist arrangement at the Centre which created instability 
both in the states and the Centre. The Congress(!) is to be solely 
blamed for foisting such a set up on the country. It is to be held 
accountable for reducing the country to this pitiable plight. 

Never before has the bourgeois-landlord system witnessed 
such severe stresses and strains in the governance of the country 
racked as it is by political instability and separatist threats. 

The Gulf War: Betrayal in Foreign Policy 

No single event exposed the Chandra Shekhar Government 
more than the permission granted to U.S. military planes for 
refuelling facilities at Indian airports after the war broke out 
on January 17. Prior to the war breaking out, Chandra Shekhar 
went on record disavowing any link between the Iraqi with
drawal from Kuwait and the Israeli occupation of Arab and 
Palestinian territories. The Indian government virtually dittoed 
the U.S. stand of only demanding the withdrawal of Iraq 
from Kuwait with no linkage. The concilliatory stand of the 
Chandra Shekhar Government led to India losing the initia
tive and helped in stalling all possible NAM endeavours for 
ending the war against Iraq. 

Despite all the national political parties demanding a halt 
to the refuelling facilities the Chandra Shekhar Government 
decided to continue with the refuelling of American planes. 
Only with the fear of facing Parliament session was the 
~nouncement made to stop the refuelling. Here also, shock
mgly the stoppage was not announced by the Indian govern
ment but by Washington. Just as in the economic sphere, 
~here the defector government is submitting to IMF dictates; 
JUSt as Chandra Shekhar underplays the Pakistani interference 
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m Punjab and Kashmir, so also the new shift m foreign 
pohcy shows that the unrepresentative government 1s sub
mitting to Amenca's plan to draw India mto US 1mpenal-
1sm's global designs The runmng thread m all three spheres 
of pohcy makmg 1s submission to U S. pressures 

This new shift m foreign pohcy 1s taking place m the 
context of the prevaihng world situation wherem the Soviet 
Umon 1s no more playmg the expected ant1-1mpenahst role 
The nature of detente between the Soviet Umon and the . 
USA has brought about a s1tuat1on, where Amenca seeks to 
step up its dnve for global hegemony as the sole super
power In the absence of any confrontation with the Soviet 
Umon, the US. pohcy makers consider India a ready target 
for drawmg mto its network of strategic mterests. The USA 
1s prepared to scale down its strategic relations with Pakistan 
1f 1t can get India to respond to its overtures. There are 
sections wllhm India's ruhng classes and bureaucracy who 
now argue that a reahst1c approach to the new mtemat1onal 
s1tuat1on requires culuvatmg close ties with the Umted States. 
The first signal of this approach is the grantmg of refuellmg 
fac1ht1es openly to the U.S. m1htary war efforts m the Gulf. 

Implications of Gulf War 

The forty-day-war waged by the U.S. and its alhes agamst 
Iraq has ended with the Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait and 
its acceptmg all the U.N. resolutions passed agamst 1t smce 
1t occupied Kuwait From the outset, U S. 1mpenahsm was 
determmed to launch a war m the Gulf usmg the hberallon 
of Kuwait as a pretext. That 1s why, when Iraq accepted the 
Soviet sponsored peace plan, Bush summanly rejected It. 

Acceptance of this offer would have led to complete Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait. The USA was bent upon destroy
mg Iraq m1htanly and poht1cally. So, even when Kuwait 
could have been freed w1thm a short time-table, they opted 
to launch the massive ground attack on February 23. 

The war has wrecked havoc on Iraq. Tens of thousands of 
c1vd1ans and soldiers have been k1JJed Iraq 1s m rums today 
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due to the most barbarous and md1scnmmate bombmg sus
tamed contmuously for forty days and mghts 

The war waged by America agamst Iraq was clearly a 
war to control the oil resources of the Gulf region which 
can ensure its dommat1on and regulation of the world economy 
It will be also a potent weapon to mtensify its expl01tat1on 
of the third world economies The ferocious war agamst 
Iraq is also to eliminate any challenge from any Arab coun
try which refuses to accept the western monopoly of oil 
resources The Gulf war is a dramatic illustration of the 
sharpenmg of the contradtcttons between unpenahsm and 
the thlfd world and ex-colomal countnes Despite Amenca's 
predommance m the Gulf strategy of the impenahst powers, 
the mter-1mpenabst contrad1cttons are bound to be aggra
vated in the coming days Our Party had stated forthnghtly 
that there will be no mod1ficat1on of contradictions as set 
out by CPSU. The Gulf war also dramatically tllustrated the 
truth that 1mpenaltsm has not changed its character and all 
1llus1ons sought to be spread that 1mpenahsm no more ex
ists m the world today have been shattered 

It should be noted that the permc1ous theones based on 
the new mtegrated world, the modification of contradictions 
and the complete absence of tmpenahsm m the CPSU analysts 
have resulted m the SoVtet Umon adopting foreign policy 
positJons which have trailed or appeased the United States 
In an act widely deplored, the Soviet Umon voted along 
with the USA m the Secunty Council Resolution No. 678 
which authonzed the use of force agamst Iraq after 
January 15, 1991 It was thu; resolution which enabled US 
tmpenahsm to cloak its aggressive mtent1ons with the United 
Nations stamp of approval Our Party has been warnmg agamst 
such a course of development under the guise of new thmk
mg, smce 1988 itself Chma did not support the resolution, 
but chose to abstam instead of opposing it The only other 
sociahst country m the Counc1l is Cuba, which took a prin
cipled stand and voted against the resolution. 

The entire course of the Gulf cns1s, begmnmg wtth the 
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Iraqi occupation of Kuwait m August, 1990 to the culmma
t10n of the war m February, 1991 saw USA bemg able to 
weld together an alhance of impenahst powers and thetr 
supporters and carrymg them forward, despite mtemal dif
ferences, towards the accomphshment of its aims The Soviet 
Umon begmnmg with the Jomt statement issued by 
Sheverdnadze and Baker m August 1990 chose to cooperate 
and remam with this U S led multmational coalition agamst 
Iraq For a bnef penod m February, the Soviets actively 
sought to end the host1ht1es and prevent a ground war with 
its peace proposals However this stand was not followed up 
and after the ground war the Soviet Umon hned up with the 
Western powers ID the Umted Nations 

In the recent Security Counctl Resolution moved by the 
USA and with the Soviet Umon co-sponsoring it, stiff and 
unreasonable cond1t1ons have been laid down for a perma
nent cease-fire. The resolution cont1Dues the economic em
bargo agamst Iraq and threatens resumption of hostilities tf 
Iraq ID anyway violates any of the previous 12 U N. reso
lutions. Once agam, only Cuba voted agamst this bullymg 
resolution, while Chma, India and Yemen absta1Ded. 

The reverses suffered by soc1ahsm m Eastern Europe and 
the mternal turmoil withm the Soviet Umon are bemg ex
ploited by the USA and impenahsm to further mtensify and 
mount fresh attacks on the Thtrd World But the forces agamst 
impenahsm, exploitation and dommahon and for world peace 
were also active The degree of resistance put up by Iraq 
agamst overwhelmmg odds and the massive antt-Amencan 
response of the Arab peoples once aga1D show how the U S 
dnve for world dommation will not be a one-sided affatr 
The huge antt-war protests which began even before the war 
broke out m the Umted States, the anti-war rallies m Europe 
and Japan and the widespread ant1-1mpenahst sentiments 
mamf estmg ID the thud world, all mdicate a new tum m the 
contmumg confrontation agamst 1mpenahsm 

The CPl(M) had opposed the Iraqi annexation of Kuwait 
But tt had opposed the massive U S. armed forces deployment 
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m the Gulf and Saudi Arabia and wanted the problem solved 
with the cooperation of Arab states and the non-aligned 
movement In hne with progressive Arab opm1on the Party 
advocated the withdrawal of U S and alhed troops from the 
Gulf and the Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, and the Iraqi 
troops to be replaced m Kuwait by a U N peacekeepmg 
force All the outstandmg problems m West Asia, particu
larly the Israeli occupat10n of Arab lands and the Palestm1an 
quest10n should be taken up for a solution by convening an 
mtemat10nal peace conference 

It was with this stand that the Party and the Left were m 
the forefront m mob1lizmg pubhc opm10n against rhe U S 
war m the Gulf Many protest actions took place all over the 
country by the antt-1mpenahst forces m the past few weeks, 
at first demandmg withdrawal of U S. troops from the Gulf 
and later to condemn the war waged against Iraq The Party, 
CITU, DYFI, SFI, AIDWA and other mass orgamzat10n~ 
were active m orgamzmg the widespread sentiments against 
war amongst the Indian people 

The Indian Government's pro-US. shift on the Gulf war 
has an important lesson It should be reahzed by all ant1-
1mpenahst forces that m the absence of the active mterven
tton and countervatlmg force of the Soviet Umon, on the 
world scene, 1f a big country bke India submits to the Amencan 
dictates, tt will have a deletenous effect on antt-tmpenahst 
struggles the world over 

In the post-war penod, U S 1mpenahsm 1s planning for 
a new regional secunty structure for West Asta wherein under 
its auspices there will be new regional alliance which wtll 
see the permanent presence of Amencan and Western forces 
m the Gulf region. This ts part of the goal for a new world 
order under U.S. dommat1on Our nattonal mterests demand 
that we should resist such a move 

Bangladesh 

The people of Bangladesh achieved a btg victory by the 
overthrow of the Ershad regime by the massive popular 
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upsurge The elections to the national assembly held on 
February 27 marked the restoration of the parhamentary 
democratic process The successful conduct of elections and 
its outcome should provide new opportumties for strength
ening the Left and democratic forces This development should 
also help the prospects for good neighbourly relations between 
India and Bangladesh 

Sri Lanka 

The situation in Sn Lanka on the ethmc problem took an 
unfortunate tum with the Sn Lankan Government's military 
offensive in the North-Eastern provinces These hostlhties 
and aenal bombardment have led to the death of a large 
number of civilians and destruction of property The solution 
to the ethmc confhct in Sri Lanka can only be within the 
framework of a umted Sn Lanka and by devolving genuine 
autonomy to the Tamil speaking areas m the North-East. But 
the Sn Lankan Government 1s seeking to undermine even the 
earher agreed commitment regarding the North-Eastern Pro
vmc1al Council. The LTTE still refuses to adopt a political 
approach which can umte all the Tamil groups and its stub
born intransigence has been obstructing all avenues for a 
settlement It should reahze that this will be counterproduc
tive to the mterests of the Tamil people. Both sides should 
reahze that the problem cannot be solved through the m1h
tary option It 1s essential that the host1ht1es cease 1mmed1-
ately and all efforts made for a pohtical solution The con
tmuat1on of hostlhties and the sharpemng of the ethmc d1v1-
sions will only help impenahsm to gam from such a situation 

Alarming Communal Situation and 
Our Counter-campaign 

The Central Committee in November 1990 had called upon 
the Left to "immediately take the mitiative and mobilize the 
Janata Dal-Nat1onal Front partners and other secular forces 
to go to the people". Following this d1rect1ve we took the 
imt1at1ve for the formation of the National Coordination 
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Committee compnsmg the National Front and Left parties 
and another of the Janata Dai and the Left parties Under 
the auspices of this platform we were able to 1mmed1ately 
launch a Jomt campaign which began m the last week of 
November 

Begmnmg from Bihar the campaign covered Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, Kamataka, Maharashtra, M P and U P Big ralhes 
and meetmgs were orgamzed to mobihze the people m de
fence of social justice and to expose the opportumst Janata 
Dal(S)-Congress(I) combmahon at the Centre The common 
expenence of this campaign 1s very heartenmg wtth lakhs of 
people 1ommg these ralhes and expressmg support for the 
Left-secular combmauon The part1cipat1on of the masses 
belongmg to the daht, backward and mmonty commumhes 
have been noteworthy This campaign has heightened the 
prestige of the Left and helped strengthen our ties with the 
Janata Dai-National Front 

S1g01ficant m this respect 1s the two months long anti
communal campaign which was conducted by the Left Front 
m West Bengal m October-November. This mtens1ve cam
paign covered lakhs of people through hundreds of mass 
meetmgs and processions. In Kerala and Andhra Pradesh 
and other places also the Party conducted extensive anti
communal campaign 

The anti-communal campaign earned out through the JOIDt
platform and our mdependent activities have helped to counter 
to some extent the senous communal offensive which has 
had disastrous results m the North. Whtie the Left and the 
Janata Dal-Nattonal Front took this 1mt1attve to counter the 
communal forces, the Janata Dal(S)-Congress(I) combma
hon refused to counter the communal challenge On the 
contrary, they are pursumg a pohcy of trymg to placate the 
communal forces and to arnve at an unpnnc1pled compro
mtse On the Bahn Mas11d-Ram1anmabhoomt dispute, Chandra 
Shekhar has been trymg to mollify the VHP-BJP and at the 
same time utilize the notonous Chandraswamy to try and 
settle the problems. In this manoeuvre, Ra11v Gandhi also 
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Joined, by advocating a solution to the problem on the basis 
of archaeological evidence and suggesting that a Commis
sion be appointed to decide the matter on the basis of this 
evidence. Chandra Shekhar immediately welcomed the sug
gestion and the talks which have been going on between the 
VHP and the Bahn MasJid Committee raised hopes of an 
imminent solution. This 1s bound to fall as the BJP-VHP 
game 1s to gam pohtlcal mileage out of the rehgious pas
sions aroused. In fact while the talks were on, the VHP 
conducted the next phase of its ag1tat1on, the 50-day satyagraha 
programme at Ayodhya from December 6, 1990. 

The 1ll-conce1ved moves and m1scalculations of Chandra 
Shekhar and the Congress(I) cost the country heavtly. After 
Mulayam Singh's defection to this new combination and the 
pressures by the Congress(!) to allow /car seva at the sh1lanyas 
site, the Hmdu communahst forces went on a rampage m 
November-December. 

Unprecedented Communal Divide 

The situation of mstab1hty and the comprom1smg approach 
of the new government fully encouraged the forces of com
munahsm From December 6 itself, another round of organ
ized communal nots erupted and engulfed many parts of the 
country instigated by the VHP-RSS-BJP. Never smce mde
pendence such communal violence was seen with mtens1ty 
and spread as m the month of December. The whole of U P. 
was affected. Bulandshaher, KhurJa, Ahgarh, Etah, Agra, 
Kanpur and Meerut saw hornble violence mamly dtrected 
agamst the mmonty commumty. The notonous Provmc1al 
Armed Constabulary JOmed the communal fanatics m k11l
mg and arson of the mmonty commumty Hyderabad was 
engulfed m a ktlhng spree and loot and arson. Ahmedabad 
once again flared up and nots broke out m Godhra m Gujarat 
Women and chtldren were made the special targets of this 
mhuman violence. At least 500 persons were killed m this 
orgy of violence in December. Ttie attitude of the Chandra 
Shekhar Government was shockmg. The Pnme Mm1ster did 
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not vmt any of the not-affected areas, mstead he tned to 
mm1m1ze the scale of the disaster 

Whtie many towns were burnmg m U P, the pretence 
was kept up that progress was bemg made m resolvmg the 
dispute by exammmg archaeolog1cal evidence whether ong1-
nally a temple or a mosque at the disputed site. 

The only way to defend seculansm and national umty 1s 
to firmly counter the offensive of the communal forces and 
to work for a settlement which would satisfy both commu
mties, fa1hng which, the dispute has to be resolved through 
a court verdict The Left parties correctly mamtamed that if 
the talks could arnve at a settlement acceptable to both 
sides that would be welcome Fatlmg which the entire dis
pute should be referred to the Supreme Court so that a 
Special Bench can give a speedy verdict. At the same time, 
Parhament should enact a leg1slat1on to mamtam the status 
quo of all rehg1ous places of worship as it existed at the 
time of mdependence m 194 7 

BJPNHP Stand 

The BJP held its national convention at Jaipur m the first 
week of January. After ra1smg communal tensions to a pitch 
on the Ram temple issue, the leadership now faced with the 
prospect of no 1mmed1ate elections, sought to widen Its elec
toral appeal by g1vmg the slogan of "Ram and Rot1". The 
BJP tned to make the rank and file reahze that economic 
issues along with uphftment of scheduled castes and back
ward classes must be taken up to mob1hze wider sections 

The BJP convention for the first time came out openly 
for d1smanthng the pubhc sector and its pnvauzatlon. It 
also gave slogans on mcreasmg expenditure on agnculture 
for the benefit of the landlords and cap1tahst farmers with
out a word about land reforms. The overall economic plat
form adopted was a nght-wmg one. 

The "Ram and Rot1" slogan does not mean the BJP will 
abandon its communal platform. It endorsed the VHP call 
given at the Sant Sammelan ID Allahabad ID mid-January for 
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the next phase of the agitation for buildmg the temple which 
will culmmate on Apnl 4 with a mass rally and gherao of 
Parliament The VHP/BJP have also announced that 1t will 
concentrate on the removal of the Mulayam Smgh M1mstry 
m U P by launchmg an agitation from March Advam also 
called for lakhs to participate m ho1stmg the national flag at 
Snnagar on June 23 on Shymaprasad MukherJee's buthday 
The BJP announced its mtentton to contmue its campaign 
agamst Article 370 and to communalize the Kashmu problem. 

The BJP's m1t1al euphoria that 1t can cash m on the Ram 
temple issue 1f 1mmed1ate elections are held has now been 
tempered with the realization that the ground realities re
qmre makmg an appeal to wider sections while contmumg 
with the Ram platform. Murh Manohar Joshi, the new 
BJP President who belongs to the RSS, has reiterated that 
secularism should be redefined as at present 1t means ap
peasemen t of mmonties. He defined seculansm as 
panthmrpekshatha to mean that Hmdu rehg1on 1s mherently 
secular. 

Whatever the electoral compulsions, the poison which has 
been spread m the past few months mcludmg the rath yatra 
and the pitch to which communal passions were raised still 
portend danger The fact that nots have flared up agam m 
Ghaziabad, Khur.Ja and the recurrence of mc1dents m Abgarh 
show that the poison' has gone down deep. The need to con
tmue to combat the BJP-VHP agitation and propaganda has to 
be underlined. There should be no relaxation m our efforts to 
mob1hze all secular forces to isolate the BJP-VHP platform. 

PERNICIOUS STAND ON NATIONAL UNITY 

Punjab 

Chandra Shekhar began his Pnme Mm1stersh1p by g1vmg 
certificates to Nawaz Shanf, Pnme Mm1ster of Pakistan, 
that he is smcere about improvmg relations with India. His 
soft approach to the Pak1stan1 subversive act1v1t1es m Punjab 
was a pomter to the disastrous pobcy which he evolved on 
this vital question of national umty. It clearly md1cates the 
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U S mfluence workmg on the present set up Chandra Shekhar 
called for negot1at1ons with the extremists without any pre
conditions He opened talks with Mann after he raised the 
demand of self-determmatton The memorandum submitted 
by Mann to Chandra Shekhar argued for self-determmation 
and for talks between India and Punjab as if they were two 
different countnes This has opened the floodgates for a 
renewed terronst offensive m Punjab and paralysmg the 
admm1stratton 

The terronsts have targetted the Hmdu commumty for 
mass killmgs such as the one that took place m Hoshiarpur 
and Ludhiana The dictates of the Khahstam -extremists whether 
it concerns the press code, the code of conduct for the media, 
dress code or the ban on the use of Hmdi have been imple
mented m the state wtth the admimstratton succumbmg to 
its mhmidatory tactics The repeated suggestions and pro
posals given by our Party and the Left have been ignored by 
the Chandra Shekhar Government Chandra Shekhar's 
underplaymg the Pakistam involvement mdicates that U S 
pressures are effectively workmg on the Indian Government 
As for Mann, he has come out openly as a U S stooge by 
offenng to send Sikhs to fight alongside the Amencans m 
the Gulf and supportmg the refuelhng of U S war planes 
It will be no exaggeration to say that this pohcy has re
sulted m Punjab bemg on the bnnk of bemg handed over to 
the Khahstam extremists 

Kashmir 

The duect hand of Pakistan m fomentmg trouble m Kashmir 
was graphically illustrated by the one day bandh call given 
in Pakistan by the Pnme Mimster Nawaz Shanf on Febru
ary 6 m support of the extremists m the vaJley This has 
encouraged the extremists to launch a new round of attacks 
on the secunty forces However, pnor to this, there was 
some improvement m the situation because of the anger 
developmg among the people agamst the extortion of money 
and molestation of women by the terronsts especially those 
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belongmg to the Musltm fundamentaltst groups A large 
number of people belongmg to the JKLF were arrested and 
substantial quantity of arms and ammumt1on s1ezed 

There is also a growmg contrad1ct1on between the JKLF 
which has advocated an mdependent Kashmir and the Jamaat
e-Islam1 fundamentahst groups which want the merger of 
Kashmir with Pakistan. The Chandra Shekhar Government 
began by pressunzmg the State admm1stration to stnke a 
bargam with the extremists without creatmg the necessary 
cond1t1ons by which they could work w1thm the framework 
of the country's umty Given Pakistan's mtrans1gence, a large 
scale mtervent1on can be expected m the month of Apnl 
when the snow starts meltmg. Pakistan would be mterested 
m fomentmg further trouble m Kashmir as it is lmked with 
their subversive act1v1ties to aid the Punjab extremists. 

Both m Punjab and Kashmir, the Government has not 
taken any poht1cal 1mt1ative to tackle the basic problems 
which have contributed to the problem of separatism 

ATTACKS ON DEMOCRACY INTENSIFIED 

Dismissal of Tamil Nadu Government 

The Chandra Shekhar Government actmg under the pressure 
of the Congress(!) and the AIADMK, d1sm1ssed the DMK 
Government and imposed President's rule m Tamil Nadu. 
This authontanan abuse of Article 356 set a new precedent 
as It was done despite the fact that the State Governor, 
Barnala, had refused to submit a report to the Centre recom
mendmg such a course of action This act bypassmg the 
Governor and ignormg the reports of the States shows that 
Chandra Shekhar acted on "other sources of mformat1on,, 
which emanated neither from the Governor or the State 
Government President Venkataraman signed the proclama
tion without hesitation thereby abettmg this blatant attack 
on democracy and state's nghts. He showed himself to be a 
direct partisan m the pohc1es of his home state. 

This unscrupulous group at the Centre sought to pressunu 
Barnala to follow its dictates to mfluence the forthcommg 
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elections Fa1hng ID this they sought to shift him out of the 
State Barnala stood up for democratic values and resigned 
from the Governorship 

At a time when the urgent restructur1Dg of Centre-State 
relations is on the agenda, the threats to ex1st1Dg states' 
rights goes contrary to the move to democratic Centre-State 
relations The Chandra Shekhar Government 1Dst1gated by 
the Congress(!), is undo1Dg the progress made m this regard 
by the prev10us Nattonal Front Government The short pe
nod of the VP S1Dgh Government had seen a d1st1Dct im
provement ID Centre-State relat10ns and the settmg up of the 
Inter-State Council. 

Once agam this episode showed how a small splmter 
group m power will resort to any unprmc1pled and authon
tanan action m order to keep itself m power by obhgmg any 
pressure group, hke the AIADMK, whose support 1s neces
sary to ma1Dtam power at the Centre. The 1mpos1tton of 
Central rule has been widely condemned by different sec
tions of public opm1on and the press. The National Front 
and the Left parties-gave a call for observance of an all
Ind1a protest day on February 6. In the five states-West 
Bengal, Tamtl Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and B1har and 
the Umon Temtory of Pond1cherry-where bandh calls were 
given, the bandhs were a total success. In other states pro
test demonstrations and meetmgs were held 

The AIADMK and the Congress(!) have reached an elec
toral understand1Dg with the hon' s share of seats gomg to 
the former They are pressmg for early polls. The electoral 
battle m Tamil Nadu should see that all the Left and demo
cratic and secular parties Jomtly enter the fray with the 
DMK m defence of democracy and to meet the challenge of 
the formidable Congress(I)-AIADMK electoral alhance. 

Bihar 

The d1sm1ssal of the B1har Governor, Yunus Saleem, pre
sages the topplmg move m B1har agamst the Laloo Prasad 
Government The unconscionable pressure put on the Governor 
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by the Pnme Mm1ster himself has now been exposed by the 
former Governor This black deed reveals how the Pnme 
Mm1ster, Chandra Shekhar, acted as a hatchetman for the 
Congress(l)'s game of toppling non-Congress(I) mm1stnes 

Fight for Autonomy 

To combat the authontanan attacks on states' nghts and to 
curb the separatist forces which are also bred by demal of 
democracy and uneven development, 1t ts necessary \O step 
up the struggle for state's autonomy The demand for the 
democratic restructunng of Centre-State relations and de
centrahzatton of powers cannot be delayed any longer 

Similarly the tnbal and substantial ethmc mmont1es m 
B1har, Assam and other states have to get redressal for their 
genume gnevances Regional autonomy and the mechanisms 
to make this autonomy meanmgful have to be worked out to 
meet the democratic aspirations of these people and to counter 
separatist and parochial sentiments 

Assam 

Earher the Chandra Shekhar Government had imposed Presi
dent's rule in Assam Our Party opposed the use of Article 356 
to dismiss the AGP Government We had been cnttc1zmg the 
AGP Government for its fatlure to curb the ULFA's terronstic 
acttvittes The failure to curb the action agamst ULFA led to a 
senous s1tuatton m the D1stncts of upper Assam Along with 
President's rule the whole State was brought under the Dis
turbed Areas Act and the Special Powers (Armed Forces) Act 
was promulgated The army was deployed to flush out the ULFA 
and its operations m1tially threw the ULFA on the defensive, 
though 1t did not succeed m rounding up the top leadership 
who had pnor wammg of the move But after more than three 
months of army operations, the ULFA has now begun hit and 
run tactics and there have been a recurrence of kdhngs and 
violent mcidents The s1tuatton has been worsened by the 
ULFA's ultimatum to members of all national pohucal parties 
to leave their parties by March 31 or face retnbuuon. 
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While combating the ULFA menace there are no grounds 
for the Disturbed Areas Act being enforced m the entire 
state. This should be only confmed to the areas affected by 
the ULFA's depredations The dracoman laws are bemg used 
to curb normal pohucal activities and suppress mass ac
tions There have been incidents of excesses by the security 
forces also Such repressive activities are only helpmg the 
propaganda of the chauvimst and separatist forces All such 
incidents must be enquired mto promptly There should be 
no curb on the activities of the pohtlcal parties and mass 
orgamzations The very forces which stand for the umty of 
the people of Assam and national umty are bemg prevented 
from mobihzing the people. 

Steps should be taken to restore normalcy so that condi
tions are created for holding elections m the State. The Joint 
stand taken by the CPI(M), Congress(S) and Janata Dai 
opposmg President's rule and demarcatmg from the seces
s1omst and terronst forces will help m mob1hzmg the Left, 
democratic and secular forces to forge a third democratic 
alternative m the state. But the CPI 1s s1dmg with the AGP 
totally and 1s underplaying the ULFA menace All the left 
and democrattc forces m the state must umtedly face the 
difficult situation to see that the ULFA 1s isolated while 
defendmg the interests of all sections of the people of Assam. 

Tripura 

The attacks on our Party and Left Front supporters con
tinue. The Mushm mmonty which constitute only six per
cent of the population was targetted and nots were mst1-
gated agamst them. Many lost their hves and women were 
raped. The Party's slogan of all-m-umty of the tnbal people 
has shown results. There 1s discontent m the TUJS over the 
antt-tnbal attitude of the Congress(!) Chief Mm1ster and its 
leadership The Tnbal people 1rrespecttve of pohttcal affih
attons are coming together to voice thetr resentment of the 
ant1-tnbal pohcy of the government. In this connection 1t 
must be noted that the contmumg mflux of illegal migrants 
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from Bangladesh mto the State contmues without check 
This is cause for senous concern as lt will have harmful 
repercussion for the identity of the tnbal compact areas m 
the autonomous district councils The Party must constantly 
highlight the attack on democracy and the violence mfhcted 
agamst the Party and the Left m Tnpura and mobilize the 
broadest sections of democratic opimon to see that the repres
sion is halted 

Andhra Pradesh 
The hypocnsy of the Chandra Shekhar Government and the 
Congress(!) 1s fully exposed m the case of the naxahte vio
lence and the law and order situation m Andhra Pradesh While 
they were raising a hue and cry about law and order m 
Tamil Nadu, a far worse situation contmued m the Congress(!) 
ruled Andhra Pradesh The naxahte People's War Group, have 
mtensdied their act1v1t1es in the form of Jadnappmgs, extortions 
and md1scnmmate v10lence Recent incidents show how their 
terronstic activities go unchecked. The killmg of a newspaper 
reporter and the recent bomb blast which lolled two railway 
passengers m the Dakshm Express reveals how this anti-social 
violence got a filhp due to this previous Chenna Reddy Gov
emment' s appeasement and encouragement of this Naxalite 
group The CPl(M) cadres continue to be targetted by this 
terronstic group and m the recent penod many valuable com
rades were killed by them Andhra Pradesh also saw the dis
gustmg spectacle of the Congress(!) Government badly di
vided, mdulgmg m mutual recnmmat1ons, while Hyderabad 
witnessed the temble communal violence m which more than 
a hundred people were killed. 

Significance of Kerala Elections 
The stand adopted by the CPl(M) and the Left parties to 
counter the communal challenge, defend seculansm and the 
cause of social justice have had its direct impact on the 
Kerala D1stnct Council elections held on January 29 The 
LDF won a sweeping victory capturing the ma1onty m 12 
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out of 14 dtstncts The LDF won 322 out of the total 474 
seats The LDF victory m Kerala shows the potential of the 
new NF-JD-Left secular formation m national pohttcs The 
Congress(I)'s Oppurtumst pos1tton on the temple/masJtd dispute 
and towards the VP Smgh Government's stand on the issue, 
cost 1t heavily among the mmont1es, both Mushm and 
Chnsttan The people of Kerala rejected the campaign of the 
UDF that the LDF Government has failed to give a credible 
performance The BJP which boastfully contested over 440 
seats got only a pitiful two seats The Party's stand on the 
Gulf cns1s condemmng US 1mpenahsm's attack on Iraq also 
met with a pos1t1ve response from the people The expen
ence of the Kerala elections is a pomter to how the umty of 
Left and National Front, if effectively projected with popu
lar mob1hzatton, can become a s1gmf 1cant force m national 
poht1cs 

The defeat of the UDF has led to the Mushm League 
sevenng its connections with the Congress(!) front. The d1s-
10tegratton of the caste-communal combmat1on 1s a wel
come development This is a vmd1catton of the hoe of the 
party and the LDF to have no track with the caste and 
communal parties. 

President's Address to Parliament 

The President's address to the budget session of Parhament 
ts expected to mform the people as to the pohcy direction 
and new leg1stattve steps the government mtends to take 
The address of President Venkataraman reflected the com
plete bankruptcy of the Chandra Shekhar Government. The 
address was remarkable for its absence of any senous new 
pohcy measures. The address Justifies the d1sm1ssal of the 
Tamil Nadu Government; it shows no rethmkmg on the dan
gerous course of appeasement of the extremists m PunJab; 
it shows complacency about the senous communal violence 
witnessed m the country a few months ago and has no pro
posals to counter the communal threat. Whtie adm1ttmg the 
senous state of the economy, the address is silent about the 
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Government's decISJon not to present a budget and mstead 
go m for a vote on account which will further worsen the 
economic situation Fmally, the address shows no rethmk
mg on the damage done to India's foreign pohcy due to the 
refuelling episode and mstead expresses satisfaction at the 
steady improvement m relation with the USA 

Deep Crisis of Economy 

The Indian economy 1s facmg an unprecedented cnsis The 
balance of payments cns1s had already become senous pnor 
to the mcrease m otl pnces due to the Gulf cns1s With the 
sharp mcrease m 011 pnces, the problem got aggravated 
Inflation has crossed the double digit mark and the pnce
nse of all essential commod1t1es 1s 1mposmg a crushmg 
burden on the people The budget deficit is expected to reach 
Rs 15,000 crores by the end of the fiscal year m March 
The external debt stands at Rs. 1,25,000 crores and the mternaJ 
debt amounts to Rs 2,40,000 crores Interest payment m 
the current year amounts to Rs 20,000 crores The bour
ge01s-landlord policies are the basic cause for this worsen
mg economic situation, smce the days of the Ra1iv Gandhi 
regime when mdiscnmmate hberahzatton was resorted to 
The National Front Government was unable to make a break 
from these pohcies 

It 1s m such a situation that the Chandra Shekhar Gov
ernment fmahzed the agreement for an IMF loan As a first 
mstalment I 8 b1lhon dollars (Rs 3,275 crores) has been 
sanctioned by the IMF m January Of this, one b1lhon dol
lars have been given under the "Compensatory and Contm
gency Fmancmg Facility" which does not entail much 
conditionahttes But along with this the fust tranche (mstal
ment of 800 milhon dollars) has been taken under the cat
egory "stand by credit" for which conditionaht1es exist The 
IMF statement announcmg the loan makes 1t clear that the 
Indian Government has committed to fulfil the conditions 
set out by the IMF The statement expresses sat1sfact1on 
that: "The Government (of India) 1s committed to conrmumg 
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the adjustment process m the fiscal year 1991-92 begmmng 
m Apnl" It also states that the Indian Government "also 
mtends to implement a wide range of policies to improve 
the efficiency and competitiveness of India's economy" The 
adjustment process here refer to the notorious conditionahties 
which are already bemg implemented 

Even this mstalment of Rs 3,275 crores has not helped 
to overcome the balance of payments difficulties The loan 
pushed up the foreign exchange reserves to a mere Rs 4 495 
crores by January 25 This is enough to meet the import bill 
for only some more weeks With the new difficulties mount
mg due to the Gulf war, the Indian Government 1s now 
negottatmg for a second upper credit tranche of the loan 
runmng mto another 1 8 to 2 bllhon dollars. This will be 
followed by the danger of gomg m for the major loan under 
the Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility as m 1981. 

The IMF dictates are already reflected m the economic 
pohcies Pnces of ration nee and wheat have been mcreased 
and cuts m subs1d1es are gomg to be stepped up The first 
attack will be on the pubhc d1stnbution system. To reduce 
the budget deficit mcreased taxes are on the agenda Elec
tncity, transport and the rates of similar services are also to 
be hiked up 

The mtenm budget proposals for the vote on account 
placed by the Chandra Shekhar Government displayed all 
the signs of a IMF designed budget. The big cut of Rs 650 
crores m food subsidies, the 20% dilution of pubhc sector 
equity and the freeze m the additional D A. of government 
employees are all mdicattons of the attacks to come on the 
people 

These attacks on the people's hvehhood are commg at a 
time when the economy is m the gnp of mflat1on. For the 
first time, the annual rate of mflatton crossed the 12 per 
cent mark at the end of January 1991. The wholesale pnce 
mdex which has registered a contmuous mcrease for the 
past 14 months stood at 190 3 on February 16, 1991 and the 
annual rate of mflation was 12 6 per cent No item of essential 
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consumption has escaped the steep pnce nse The pnces of 
edible 011, pulses, sugar and vegetables are at a phenomenal 
high causmg great hardship and misery to the people 

Along with the pnce nse, the mounting unemployment 1s 
causmg severe problems for the people The number of 
applicants in the employment exchanges have crossed the 
33 milhon (3 3 crore) mark in 1990 Of these only 94 thou
sand found JOb placements The plannmg Comm1ss1on esti
mates the backlog of employment at the begmnmg of the 
Eighth Plan (1 e April 1990) to be a minimum 20 mtlhon 
Given the projected increase in the labour force between 
1990-95, 65 mtlhon new employments would have to be 
generated if all the unemployed are to get JObs by 1995 The 
number of sick mdustnal umts has crossed 2 4 lakhs which 
1s swelbng the ranks of the Jobless. This shows the magni
tude of the problem and the need to fight for JObs and the 
nght to work. 

The exports are not nsmg whtle imports contmue to mount 
despite the promise of curtatlmg non-essential imports In 
the penod Aprtl to November 1990, there was a staggenng 
trade deficit of Rs 7,193 crores-an increase of 58 7 per 
cent over the previous year 1989 

Further to tackle the balance of payments cnsis, there 
have to be eff ecttve steps to gamer the savmgs and resources 
of the large number of Indian workers and personnel abroad 
particularly m the Gulf region Instead of sole dependence 
on IMF, all avenues to mobihze resources from other devel
oped countnes must be tned out m the short term, along 
with broadenmg of the scope of South-South cooperatton m 
the medmm and long term 

There has to be expansion of the pubhc distnbution sys
tem both m terms of expansion m the rural areas and the 
number of items covered by the rationmg system The good 
harvests m three successive years have not been utthzed to 
mcrease procurement and expand the system. To correct the 
megahtanan growth pattern of the 1980s there should be a 
sizable expansion of employment and social welfare 
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programmes, which could strengthen the foundations for 
realizing the right to work ProvlSlon of drinkmg water, 
essential social service hke primary education and literacy 
are an urgent priority 

Above all, the structural imbalances of the Indian economy 
and the urgent need to tackle unemployment and break the 
fetters to development require the breaking up of the mo
nopoly of land in the rural areas through land reforms Only 
one per cent of the cultivable land in the country has been 
redistnbuted so far through land reforms To release the 
purchasing power of the peasants and to effectively use the 
growth m agncultural production requires radical land reforms 

The above are some of the suggestions worked out as 
part of the alternative path to the IMF prescriptions m the 
recent Seminar on Economic Policies organized by the Left 
parties. The critique of the current direction of the economy 
and the alternative suggestions must be popularized by the 
Party and the Left m a big way. 

The Party and the Left and democratic forces must cease
lessly campaign agamst the IMF loan conditionahues and 
its dire implications They must mount struggles agamst 
price rise and m defence of the pubhc distribution system. 
The Left parties made a beginning for the JOmt campaign 
against pnce rise with their call to observe a week between 
February 20 to 27. This must be continued with renewed 
vigour so that the common people are mobilized to fight 
back efforts to pass on the burdens of the crisis to the urban 
and rural poor While striving for Joint actions through the 
Party and mass organizations' platforms, the Party must in

dependently also expose the anti-people character of the hb
erahzation and pnvatizauon policies of the successive bour
ge01s-landlord governments. 

Congress(I) Opportunism 

In its anxiety to brmg down the VP. Singh Government and 
divide the Janata Dai, the Congress(!) entered mto an un
pnncipled arrangement with the Janata Dai defectors, who 
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had betrayed the mandate of the people and mstalled them 
m power. The Congress(I) 1s to blame for the destab1hzat1on 
process 1mt1ated at the Centre and the states by this oppor
tumsm A weak and unstable government was saddled by 
the Congress(!) with the respons1b1hty of meetmg the men
ace of the communal and d1v1s1ve forces 

The penod smce the mstallat1on of the Chandra Shekhar 
Government has seen the Congress(!) take a senes of un
prmc1pled pos1t10ns It has also been paralysed by the con
trad1ct1ons mherent m such an opportunist alhance. It mis
erably failed to respond to the communal challenge On the 
contrary, m U P its state leadership was vocal m demandmg 
that the VHP should be allowed to conduct kar seva at the 
disputed sh1lanyas site. It has been attacking the Mulayam 
Smgh Government for bemg ant1-Hmdu while at the same 
lime 1t 1s forced to support his government. When the nots 
engulfed U .P the Congress( I) presented a picture of dtsu-
ray and paralysis 

Bemg at the mercy of the Congrcss(J) both Chnnan~h~ 
Patel m Gujarat and Mulayam Smgh Yadav m U,P, \\ h"' 
defected along with Chandra Shclhar are n\lw fun't'J ro 
accept the Congress(l)'s dictates. 

The Congres~(l)'s relationship with the J~m••• CMl(S} ~ 
plagued with serious contrad1ctaons. Wh~n th~ S~~l« \\'*'° 
qualified the five Mm1stcrs from mt'mN>,nl'up \\( t~ l~ 
Sabha, the Congress(I) had to d~mttnJ th\\" fi\"t.\$Ml~'M
On the question of refuelling uf Am<'fh,'tU\ rt"~~ ~~~" 
Gandhi and the Congres~(I) won! V\)('al •n \'r'"'M~ -~~ 
departure from non-alignment. But it ~\l~ "Hh '~ \ ~'V--
emment when faced with nn ''1Jn\ltnm'1nt "'''"''" ''" \~ 
issue m the Lok Sabha thua UfHH•tnat thf'lf '''''''\tt""'11;'\\ M 
the _people. There was a growms foctm11 tn~hle the\ \m;~~ ~\ 
that contmuance of the 1uppurt wlll 'o~t hefi\'il)I ttt thf' ~~~ 
elections From this stemmed the tflm111 to htl"J t\~'"' ~~ 
realignment by wh1<.h Rnjlv 01mdht ~mth.t tht'e't \fy ~ 
the rems of power by w1nnln1 OVff 1 -Yh•'""""' ~~ Wf 
the Janata Dal(S). The nuanutuV~8 of th@ (\~$~~ ~ 
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ID 1Dstall1Dg the sphnter group ID power and later attempt1Dg 
to come to power by backdoor mampulattons showed cyni
cal contempt for the people and parhamentary democracy. 
This has to be exposed 

It has become evident to aJJ, that the defectors' group, 
the Janata Dal(S), wlll not survive as a pohucal entity. Its 
premature end will be hastened by the fact that a s1gmf1cant 
section of this group is not averse to duectly Jommg the 
Congress(!) or merging with 1t Hence the "national conven
tion" held at Balha of this party was not taken senously 
even by some leaders of the party itself 

A Government of Disaster 

The Pohl Bureau ID its meetmg held on December 28-29 
had warned the people : "that this unpnncipled arrangement 
at the Centre wi11 spell senous danger for the country". This 
warnmg has unfortunately come true. At no time s1Dce m
dependence has a government stooped so low The Pnme 
Mmister flaunts his fnendsh1p with shady characters hke 
Chandraswamy, SuraJ Deo Smgh, the mafia don, and worst 
of all the 1nternatzonal arms dealer and racketeer, Adnan 
Khashoogi. While Chandraswamy was drafted for "solvlDg" 
the Ayodhya dispute, Khashoog1, who faces a number of 
cnmmal charges abroad, came with promise of money and 
Saudi help to resolve the Ayodhya dispute. At no time has 
the state structure and the Central Government been so bra
zenly subverted and made subject of such shady racketeers 
RaJiv Gandhi lent respectab1hty to such dubious elements 
by receivmg Khashoog1 

Chandra Shekhar was forced to remove the five ministers 
who were disqualified by the Speaker from the membership 
of the Lok Sabha under the anti-defection law. 

Chandra Sbekhar Quits : Hold Immediate Elections 
Given this dismal and disgraceful record of the Chandra 
Shekhar Government which is remote controlled by the 
Congress(!), the CPI(M) had demanded that this government 
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quit forthwith and fresh elections be held The only way out 
of the present impasse is to get a fresh people's mandate 

The collapse of the Chandra Shekhar Government soon 
took place Faced with a s1tuat1on where the Motion of Thanks 
to the President's address to Parliament was bound to be 
defeated because of the Congress(l)'s boycott of parliamen
tary proceedmgs, the Chandra Shekhar Government tendered 
1ts res1gnat1on and recommended the d1ssolut1on of the Lok 
Sabha The issue on which the Congress(!) pulled down the 
government 1 e the surveillance of RaJIV Gandhi's house by 
two Haryana policemen, subjected 1t to pubhc nd1cule. 

The CPl(M) 1mmed1ately reiterated its demand for the 
d1ssolut1on of the Lok Sabha and the 1mmed1ate holdmg of 
mid-term elections as the only way out of the cns1s. With 
all the political parties demandmg an early election, the 
President has no other option but to dissolve the Nmth Lok 
Sabha and order a fresh election. The Party strongly con
demned the desperate manoeuvres by the Congrcss(I) and 
Janata Dal(S) cucles to try and delay the elect1ons. The 
Party warned that any attempt to mstall a ramshackle gov
ernment once agam at the Centre will not be tolerated by 
the Indian people Such attempts reveal the utter contempt 
bemg shown by the Congress(!) and the defectors' group for 
parliamentary democracy and the people. 

Defend Social Justice and Preserve Unity of 
Toiling Sections 

While defending the 1mplementat1ons of the Mandal Com· 
m1ss1on recommendations for the backward cla""e" a' a 
measure for social JUSt1ce, the Party mu"t aho explain tt" 
standpomt ID this regard We advocate the acceptance of a 
consensus based on the Karpoon Thakur formula imple
mented m B1har, so that the really needy among the OBCs 
are benefited We stress in our propaganda that te"ler\ 1u1ons 
alone cannot solve any of the ba1uc problem11 of the va"t 
masses belonging to the scheduled ca"lte11 and back~ard com
mumtles who hve ID the rural area11. 8Hu: lat1d reform"! &n-d 
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ehmmation of the feudal fetters are necessary to destroy the 
soc1al and caste mequahttes We must patiently explam to 
the other sections not entitled to reservat10ns the necessity 
to accept reservations as a limited measures to ensure social 
justice while bulldmg common struggles to forge umty of 
all sections We must defend social JUSttce and advocate 
reservations m such a manner so as not to disrupt the umty 
of the toilmg sections and perpetuate caste-d1v1s1ons 

In this connection, we have to be careful to see that we 
do not associate with any such propaganda, mdulged m by 
some Janata Dal leaders also, which m the name of support 
to reservations, arouses caste f eehngs and heightens the 
caste polarization; we have to, at the same time, contmue 
to counter anti-reservation feelmgs based on caste1st vested 
mterests. 

The demand raised w1thm the Janata Dai that leadmg 
posts wtthm the organ1zat1on should be reserved on the bas1s 
of quotas for backward, scheduled castes, mmont1es etc 
does not augur well for the party Such an organizational 
pattern will encourage d1vis1veness and caste feelmgs and 
hamper cohesion and common purpose. 

Build up the Unity of Left and Secular Forces 
Our tactics m the recent penod of struggle agamst commu
nahsm and separatism, m defence of democracy and social 
JUstlce while exposmg the anti-democratic and opportumstic 
nature of the Congress(l)-Janata Dal(S) alliance has led to 
three formations emergmg One formation is of the BJP and 
the communal forces which stand isolated from all the secu
lar forces m the country; the second formation is of the 
Congress(!) and its allies with therr disreputable record agamst 
~em~racy and the people's mterests; and, the third forma
tion is that of the J anata Dal, National Front and Left par
ties. The pnnctpled stand of the Left towards the National 
Front government and the common approach in defence of 
seculansm have brought the two forces closer. This paved 
the way for the Left and the Janata Dai to launch a countrywide 
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campaign on the basis of the above mentioned issues which 
has met with tremendous response from the people 

Under the Coordmation Committee now formed this JOmt 
campaign has to be taken forward It ts to be hoped that 
with the experience of this JOmt work a common approach 
can be evolved on some of the important issues other than 
those concemmg national umty and defence of democracy 
Immediately, urgent economic problems affectmg the 
people, hke pnce nse, can be taken up through the common 
platform 

Strengthen Party and Left's Intervention 

We must understand that the bourgeois-landlord system it
self 1s facmg a deep cns1s which 1s reflectmg m the disunuy 
and mstab1hty m the pohttcal sphere The danger gets height
ened because of the secessionist challenge to Punjab, 
Kashmir and Assam and the deep communal div1S1on fos
tered by the Ram temple campaign of the VHP-BJP The 
economic cnsis has reached such a pass wherein India's 
economic sovereignty 1s endangered with Its direct impact 
on foreign pohcy Hence, the Left has to be m the forefront 
to rally the people m defence of national unity, agam~t 
1mpenahsm and communahsm, m defence of democracy and 
to safeguard India's economic independence 

The strengthening of Left unity 1s necessary to enable us 
to rally the secular and democratic forces to this platform. 
The prestige that the Left has gamed by Its pnncipled po· 
s1t1ons m national poht1cs must be fully utilized to fociltrntc 
Its growmg mtervent1on m the national scene. lmml"dUUl"ly 
this requires the enhancing of the Left and Purty'i. rl'p1r,rn· 
tataon m the Lok Sabha m the coming clcltmn,. 

Defeat Congress(I) and BJP 

In the commg electoral battle the people Mhnuld h«.' muhi· 
hzed to defeat the Congress(}) and rhe BJP. The rr"otll of 
the Congress(!) and the Janata 0dl(S) comhmc in A)ltllA\.-l 

mg all the problems facing the country 1nd the p<'nplt' """""' 
Vol XXlll-31 
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be exposed The BJP, which has posed a grave threat to our 
country's unity and mtegnty by its communal act1v1t1es, 
must be combatted This reqmres that the combmat1on of 
the National Left Parties emerge v1ctonous at the polls It 
is only this combmatton that can defeat both the Congress(I) 
and the BJP and provide stab1hty to the country 

The Central Committee appeals to the people to Jom m 
the big battle m the forthcommg elections What 1s at stake 
is the very unity and mtegnty of the country and its demo
cratic traditions The Party must mtervene m the situation m 
such a manner that the maximum forces are gathered around 
the Left and National Front platform so that m the elections 
we will be m a position to wage an effective struggle to 
isolate forces of authontanamsm and communahsm by de
feating the Congress(I) and. the BJP 



Interim Budget a Fraud on the 
Country* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
March S, 1991, to Press 

The mtenm budget presented to Parliament by the Fmance 
M1mster is a fraud on the country which will have grave 
repercussions for the economy The harmful proposals are 
tatlored to meet the IMP cond1t1onaht1es It will be no ex
aggeration to say that the 11leg1llmate Government of Chandra 
Shekhar has made an IMF-des1gned budget for the next four 
months 

One by one each of the IMF cond1t1onaht1es which erode 
India's economic sovereignty, have been accepted The 
Rs. 934 crore cut m subs1d1es includes a Rs 650 crore cut 
in food subs1d1es Thu~ 1s a v1c1ous attack on the poor of the 
country Foodgrain Ences under the pubhc d1stnbut1on sys
tem, already hiked, will have to be raised further steeply 
because of this huge cut in food subs1d1es The Left parties 
had warned the Government last week not to cut capital 
expenditure which 1s gomg to affect pubhc investment and 
growth 

A big attack has been mounted on the pubhc sector with 
a 20 per cent dilution of eqmty of the pubhc sector under
takmgs This 1s an open declaration for the pnvat1zation of 
the pubhc sector by a government which has no moral le
g1t1macy to do so Given the double-d1g1t inflation, a freeze 
has been declared on additional dearness allowance for Central 
Government employees durmg 1991-92 This 1s another 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delht, March 10, 1991 
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surrender to the IMF dictates Ra1smg of revenues through 
taxes has been postponed for the full budget m May 

The mtenm budget and the vote-on-account seeks to serve 
two masters-IMP and the Congress(I) The Congress(!) does 
not want a full budget till the Tamtl Nadu elecllons But 
Mr RaJIV Gandhi has made 1t clear that the IMF loan must 
come through The y1cum 1s the Indian economy and the 
people of India This grave act of 1rrespons1b1hty will m no 
way help to tackle the senous economic cns1s facmg the 
country The Government has refused to raise revenue by 
mcreasmg dtrect taxes, by taxmg the nch and big business, 
nor has it proposed any stnngent measures to curb run-away 
imports or take measures to recover the huge tax arrears and 
curb black money 

It is evident from this budgetary exercise that the full 
burden of the cns1s is gomg to be imposed on the people 
and the poorer sections m particular 

The Poht Bureau reiterates its stand that this Govern
ment cannot be trusted with the task of dealmg with the 
senous economic s1tuat1on It should qutt forthwith and the 
people must be given the opportunity to elect a new govern
ment which has the popular mandate to take pohcy dec1-
s1ons regarding the economy 



Unfortunate CPI Reaction* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
February 28, 1991 

It 1s very unfortunate that the CPI leadership has thought it 
fit to issue a statement based on Press speculations about 
the meetmg of Joyu Basu and Hark1shan Smgh SurJeet with 
Mr RaJIV Gandhi on February 22, 1991. The CPI reaction 
as all the more strange smce the purpose of this meetmg was 
expiamed, m their presence, at the Janata Dai-Left parties' 
Coordmallon Committee meetmg yesterday February 27, 1991 

The CPI(M) Polit Bureau, after its meetrng on 
February 22-23, 1991, had come out with clear-cut pos1-
t10ns on the current poht1cal situation which do not give 
any grounds for confusion The CPl(M) has been the most 
active m forgmg the umty between the Left Parties and the 
National Front It has called for the removal of the Chandra 
Shekhar Government and holdmg of elections All this has 
presumably known to the CPI leadership before tts meetmg 
began today They have not even waited for the meetmg of 
the Left parties which 1s scheduled to be held m a few days' 
time 

The Poht Bureau wishes to emphasize the importance of 
strengthenmg Left umty at this Juncture Gomg to the Press, ' 
provoked by baseless speculations, does not help this process 

*Published in 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', !'llcw Delhi, March 10, 1991 



Polit Bureau Demands Fresh 
Lok Sabha Elections* 
Statement dated March 6, 1991, issued to Press 

The defectors' Government propped up by the Congress(!) 
has collapsed Those responsible for imposmg this dis
astrous experiment on the country stand exposed before 
the people The Chandra Shekhar Government lost all 
credibility withm a short time because of its bankrupt 
alliance with the Congress(!) Let this be a lesson to 
those who sought to subvert the people's mandate and 
mdulged m upnncipled manoeuvres 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) demands that fresh 
elections be immediately held so that the people can 
elect a government of their choice There is no other 
wayout of the present political impasse 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March IO, 1991 



CPI(M) Condemns Anti-National 
l\tove in Punjab* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated April 16, 1991 
to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) condemns the open antt
national speeches given at the meetmg held at the Takht 
Damdama Sahib on Ba1sakh1 day where all the Khahstam 
extremist groups declared their commitment to continue the 
secess1omst struggle for Khahstan They called for setting 
up "Khalsa panchayat" m each village, to set up a "parallel 
government" w1thm a year S1mranjlt Smgh Mann declared 
m this meetmg that his party would contest the elections 
only on the issue of an independent Sikh State This brazen 
stance of the Mann Akah Dai and the extremist groups rep
resents a senous challenge to the country It must be con
demned by all who stand for national umty 

In this background the decmon of the Umon Cabmet 
headed by Chandra Shekhar to recommend to the President 
the holdmg of elct1ons m Punjab alongw1th Lok Sabha elec
tions m the month of May, 1s a dangerous and urespons1ble 
act If implemented, such a dec1s1on would be playmg mto 
the hands of the ant1-nat1onal extremists m Punjab The Pnme 
Mm1ster, headmg a caretaker government, 1s engagmg m 
talks with vanous extremist groups without takmg the coun
try and people mto confidence 

The CPI(M) and other major national political parties 
have already demanded that proper cond1tJons must be cre
ated for holdmg elections m the State This is possible only 
by dehnkmg the Punjab elections from the Lok Sabha polls 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl 21, 1991 
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and holdmg the State elections after the new Parliament is 
constituted This will provide the opportunity for prepanng 
for elections m Punjab and creatmg cond1t1ons for free exercise 
of votes 

The Poht Bureau hopes the President of India will pre
vail upon the Central Government not to pursue this disas
trous course 



Polit Bureau Condemns Killing of 
15 Harijans by Khalistanis* 
Statement dated April 11, 1991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condems the 
masssacre of 15 people m scheduled caste colony at Gevavala 
village m Faridkot district on April 9, 1991 The Khahstam 
terrorists committed this gruesome crime m the village to 
pumsh those who had been conductmg an anti-communal 
and anti-repression campaign m the area This mc1dent which 
took place m broad daylight, shows that terrorists are able 
to freely target all those who are pohttcally opposed to them 

The killmgs of the people belongmg to the scheduled 
castes and mmority commumty and further evidence of how 
the present cond1t1ons are unfavourable for 1mmed1ate elec
t10ns The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to 
the families of those who have been killed m the mc1dent 

*Published m 'PEOPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl 21, 1991 



~ 
Election Manifesto of CPl(M)-1991 * 

Dear Compatnots 
All of us are once agam m the midst of an electoral battle 
These elections come at a time when our country and people 
face a deep all round cns1s The umty and mtegnty of India, 
which was achieved by decades of ant1-colomal freedom 
struggle and sacnf1ces of countless martyrs, is beuig 
threatended by communal and separatist movements The 
umty of our people, the mtncate social fabnc-mult1-reh
g1ous, multt-lmguisttc, diverse cultural traditions and cus
toms-woven together m the long years of common struggles 
and co-existence, 1s penlously threatened by the communal 
monster The federal democratic pohty is commg under servere 
stram The mstltutlons of parhamentary democracy and Centre
S tate relations far from bemg strengthened are bemg 
undermmded The economic cnsis is the gravest smce mde
pendence, 1mposmg grater burdens and unheard of m1senes 
on our people The Congress has enjoyed virtual monopoly 
of power m these post mdependence decades The path of 
development and pohc1es pursued by it have brought the 
country to such a sorry pass 

These elections provide an opportumty for all of us, who 
have the mterests of our country and people at heart, to halt 
such a shde to disaster The urgent need is to uphold the 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, April 21, 1991 
Wt:S. Bengal Assembly election was also held along with Lok Sabha 
elect1on m 1991 
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umty and mtegnty of our country by defeatmg the d1v1s1ve 
and communal forces and to safeguard and strengthen de
mocracy by reJectmg the authontanan forces 

Why These Mid-Term Elections? 
Fifteen months after the last Lok Sabha elections, we are 
once agam forced to go the polls Who is responsible for 
this situation? It is necessary to bnefly recapitulate the events 

The 1989 elections had rejected the Congress(!) and dis
lodged it from power Though the verdict was for the forma
tion of a non-Congress(I) Government, no party got a clear 
majority 

The CPl(M) and the Left parties respected the verdict of 
the people and supported the National Front, to form a new 
Government In conformity with the people's wishes the 
CPl(M) expected the National Front to fulfil the promises 
made m its election mamfesto. 

The BJP, which adopts a rabid communal stance, also 
benefited largely from the antt-Congress(I) feelmgs of the 
people. It was left with no alternative but to extend support 
to the National Front. Reahsmg the mood of the people, 1t 
stated that its differences with the National Front on the 
Ram1anmabhoom1-Babn Mas11d issue, Article 370 of the 
Constitution and Mmontles Comm1ss1on, will not act as 
hurdles m extending support to the National Front Government. 

Whereas the CPl(M) and the Left parties remamed true 
to their commitment and gave pnnc1pled support to the 
VP Smgh Government, the BJP betrayed the people's mandate 

The BJP along with all other communal outfits launched 
a virulent and mflammatory campaign to whip up commu
nal passions on the Ayodhya dispute. Mr Advam's rath yatra 
left behmd a trail of gruesome nots and a deep communal 
d1v1de 

The CPI(M) and the Left stood with the VP. Smgh 
Government when It defended seculansm and communal amity 
by stoppmg the rath yatra and reiterated that only a nego
tiated settlement or a Court verdict can be the solution. 
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The BJP withdrew support when its communal blackmail 
failed The BJP pulled down the National Front Government 
on an issue which 1mpenlled the country's umty and com
munal harmony 

The Congress(!) reneged on seculansm and let down the 
country by its rank opportumsm at this Juncture Despite 
demanding the stoppage of rath yatra, It JOined hands with 
the BJP to vote out the National Front government. It com
pounded the destab1hzat10n game by orgamzing defections 
from the Janata Dai and installed the defectors m power 

For four months, the defectors' Government headed by 
Chandra Shekhar wreaked havoc on the country After danc
mg to the tune of RaJ1V Gandhi, this unprmc1pled and un
holy mamage of convemence broke down not on any major 
pohcy issue but on the fhmsy ground of two constables 
outside Ra11v Gandhi's house 

The Congress(!) bears the full respons1b1hty for fo1stmg 
this Government of defectors on the country After the fall 
of the defectors' Government, the country witnessed yet an
other sordid drama. Ra11v Gandhi and the Congress(!) made 
desperate efforts m utter contempt of parhamentary democ
racy, to patch up with Chandra Shekhar, and avoid facmg 
the people and elections 

The CPl(M) denounced these despicable manoeuvres. It 
demanded fresh elections The v1g1lance of the National Front 
and Left parties foiled the Congress(I) game of seeking power 
through the backdoor 

Defeat Congress(I), Defeat BJP 

It is under these cucumstances, that the people of India 
have to once agam pronounce theu verdict, havmg expen
enced the role played by different pohtical parties. Their 
verdict has to be dec1S1ve The BJP which 1s the mam force 
of disruption of our country's umty and mtegnty and which 
betrayed the people's will be pullmg down the National 
Front government must be rejected The Cong(I), which has 
d1stingutshed Itself as the main force of authontanamsm; 
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which has shown total contempt for people's mandate through 
its destab1hsat1on and rank opportunism must be defeated 

The CPl(M) appeals to the people to vote the Left and 
National Front to the Lok Sabha with a big maJonty Only 
this can ensure a viable and stable government with the Left 
support capable of addressmg itself m nght earnest to de
fend national umty, seculansm, social justice, democracy 
and a non-aligned foreign pohcy 

SITUATION ON THE EVE OF ELECTIONS 

Danger to National Unity 

Even before the 1989 Lok Sabha elections, the CPl(M) 
had warned of the threat to secular values and national 
unity due to the BJP's aggressive communal campaign on 
the Ram temple issue This disruptive offensive was mten
s1f1ed by the BJP/VHP/RSS leadmg to the most hornf1c 
communal nots What happened m Gonda, Ahgarh, Agra, 
KhurJa, Godhra and Hyderabad are a blot on the country's 
secular image 

In the commg days, the situation may worsen, as the 
BJP-VHP are refusmg to accept either a negotiated settle
ment or a court verdict. They demand nothmg short of the 
demoht1on of the mosque. The provocative and mflamma
tory speeches by BJP leaders at the recent VHP rally m 
Delhi reveal its mtent1ons of wh1ppmg up communal passions 

By openly m1xmg rehg1on with pohucs, the BJP and 
other communal forces who wish to usher m a Hmdu Rashtra 
are addmg gnst to the mill of the secess1omst forces m 
Punjab and KashmIT 

Both the Congress(!) and the Chandra Shekhar Govern
ment totally failed to counter this senous communal men
ace The Congress(!) m fact sought to appease the Hmdu 
communahst by askmg the U P. Government to allow "kar 
seva" to be performed at the disputed sh1lanyas site. Instead 
of workmg for a settlement, the Congress(!) strangely by
passmg the court proceedmgs, contmues to argue for a 
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commtttee of five Supreme Court judges to establish whether 
a temple existed before the mosque was constructed 

The Separatist Challenge 
The four months of the Congress(l)'s puppet Government 
has led to the detenoration of the s1tuat10n m Punjab, Kash
mir and Assam 

In Punjab, the open mv1tat1on to the extremists for talks 
by Chandra Shekhar without even the precond1t1on of ac
ceptance of Indian umty and mtegnty by them has embold
ened the Khahstams to step up their offensive They have 
imposed a code for dress, media and language on the people 
and the adm1mstrat1on Scores of people dte every day at 
the hands of these brutal killers aided from across the border 

In Kashmir and Assam, the secess1omst forces contmue 
thetr violent activities unabated, postmg a senous threat to 
the country's umty. 

Economic Crisis 

The country 1s facmg an unprecedented economic cnsis. 
With a severe balance of payments cnsis, tt IS on the verge 
of a debt-trap both externally and mternally It 1s m danger 
of defaultmg on its debt repayments. The external debt of 
the country 1s Rs 1,25,000 crores and the mternal debt IS 

almost double at Rs. 2,40,000 crores Tuts 1s the result of 
the cap1tahst path of development pursued by the bourgeois
landlord ruhng classes and the pohctes of successive gov
ernments 

The Indian economy ts now bemg mortgaged to the IMF 
When the Chandra Shekhar Government fell, 1t was negotl
atmg a second instalment of the IMF loan. The country ts 
yet to pay to back the final mstalment of the IMF loan taken 
by the Congress(!) government m 1981. 

The IMF dictated condtt1onaht1es are already bemg im
plemented. The anti-people pro-big busmess cond1t1onaht1es 
mclude cut m food subsidies of Rs 650 crores, nse m 
pnces of foodgrams supphed through the rauon shops, 
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dismantlmg the pubhc sector by pnvatlzauon through floating 
shares, freeze on the additional D A of Government em
ployees at a time when mflation is over 12 per cent While 
safeguardmg the pubhc sector it is necessary to improve 
its efficiency. 

Surrender to the IMF means the curtailment of economic 
sovereignty and abandomng self-reliance All these make 
India subservient to foreign capital. The U S. threat of m
vokmg Super 301 clause contmues as well as the pressure 
of the GAIT negotiations on patents and mtellectual nghts 

Brunt on the People 
These economic policies are mfl1ctmg deep suffenngs on 
the people. 

Pnce nse of all essential commodities is contmuous and 
relentless. It is erodmg the meagre eammgs of the masses 
and makmg even bare essentials out of reach of their pock
ets The pubhc distnbutlon system exists only m states hke 
Kerala, West Bengal and a few other parts In the rest of the 
country, the rural and urban poor are at the mercy of the 
blackmarketeers and hoarders. 

Mountmg unemployment is threatmg the future of mtl
hons of young men and women The hsts m the employ
ment registers lengthen They stand at 3 4 crores today which 
does not mclude the rural unemployed, estimated to be at 
least double the urban unemployed. Industnal sickness and 
closed umts are throwmg lakhs of workers out of Jobs 2 4 
lakh mdustnal umts are sick or closed today 

The IMF dictated path is not mev1table as the rulmg 
classes proclaim There 1s an alternative path Resources 
have to be raised by other means Steps must be taken to 
collect the huge tax arrears, curb black money and strictly 
check tax evasion, there has to be duect cut m imports to 
save foreign exchange, wasteful expenditure by the govern
ment must be stopped and fuel conservation measures im
plemented Austenty should not mean further t1ghtenmg the 
belts of the emaciated poor but makmg the affluent pay 
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more by raismg duect taxes. Alternative sources of resource 
mobihzatlon must be explored, mcludmg deposits by Indi
ans workmg abroad Among the long term measures which 
are essential are the 1mplementat1on of land reforms and 
decentrahzauon of powers to mvolve the people m develop
mental act1v1t1es m a big way. Land reforms are essential to 
expand the internal market mmus which 1t 1s impossible for 
the economy to grow independently. 

Attacks on Democracy 

The past four months have proved beyond doubt that 
Congress(!) 1s implacably set on the path restonng its au
thontarlan rule. It guided tbe Chandra Shekhar Government 
to dtsmiss the Assam Government and followed It by the 
unscrupulous assault on democracy by dismissmg the DMK 
m1mstry even when the Governor refused to submit such a 
report. The Governors are treated as servitors of the Centre. 
Mr. Bamala was unceremomously transferred, which led to 
his resignation. The Bihar Governor, Mr. Yunus Saleem, was 
dismissed for not obbgmg the demands of the Congress(l)
defectors combme. 

The recent misuse of Article 356 vindicates the long stand
mg demand of the CPl(M) for the scrappmg of this arbitrary 
prov1S1on m the Const1tut1on. 

Without givmg more powers to states and ensunng au
tonomy for the ethmc and tnbal mmonues w1thm the states, 
where necessary, to fulfil their asprrauons of development 
of their lmgu1stic-cultural identity and econonuc progress, 
the Centre will fail to counter the growmg separatist and 
d1v1s1ve threats to the country. 

The threat to democracy also emanates from the fact that 
dracomoo laws such as ESMA and NSA are sull in the 
statute book to be used agamst workers' stnkes and mass 
movements. The Congress{I) regime m Tnpura bas the worst 
record of serru-fac1st terror-scores have been ktlled. hun
dreds of women molested and raped, thousands have had to 
flee tbell' homes. 
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Capitulation in Foreign Policy 
The recent penod also witnessed the shameful cap1tulat1on by 
the Chandra Shekhar Government to U S 1mpenahsm on the 
Gulf cns1s This government adopted a pro-US pohcy on the 
Gulf war and allowed refuelhng fac1ht1es for U S. warplanes 
m Indian airports This tarmshed India's image among the 
Tiurd World countnes and peace lovmg peoples It was an act 
of the pohcy of non-alignment No one has the nght to re~erse 
India's ant1-1mpenahst onentauon m foreign pohcy. 

The Congress(I) while opposmg the refuellmg of U S. 
warplanes exposed itself thoroughly by supportmg the 
Chandra Shekhar Government in the Lok Sabha when an 
adjournment motion was moved agamst this pro-1mpenahst 
po hey. 

Plight of the People 
While the Congress(I) and the BJP were engaged ID top
pling the National Front Government, the conditions of the 
people contmued to worsen The unprecedented pnce nse 1s 
cnpplmg the bves of crores of our people. No thought was 
given to the vital and basic problems while these two par
ties cymcally manoeuvred, one in fann1Dg communahsm, 
the other in gabbmg power. 

The cond1t1ons of the workmg class are constantly dete
rioratmg with sweated labour, poverty, unemployment, lack 
of housmg and poor workmg cond1t1ons. Joblessness 1s a 
constant threat through lockouts, layoffs, retrenchment ID 

the name of modernization. Lakhs of workers and their farmhes 
1n trad1t1onal occupations such as handloom, powerloom, 
corr, beed1 and cottage 1Ddustnes expenence distress and 
rumauon due to the vagaries of the market and wrong gov
ernment policies. Increasmg rural unemployment is dnvmg 
lakhs of young people from the villages to the c1t1e1 where 
majority go unemployed and few get temporary employ
ment in the unorgan1sed sector with miserable wages. The 
position of the educated youth is no better. Thousands are 
leavmg the country forced to place their skills at the service 

Vol XXIIl-32 
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of other capitalist countnes The nght to work and unem
ployment benefits enforced, can alone relieve the d1stressmg 
employment s1tuat10n facmg the country Energetic meas
ures must be undertaken to stop this bram dram 

The talk of land reforms has disappeared from the vocabu
lary of the Congress(!), It has never been present m the BJP's 
outlook Even those who espouse the cause of social 3ustice 
and reservations for OBCs, do not mention the observation 
made in the Manda) Commission that no alleviation for 
poverty and raismg of economic and social status is possible 
without land reforms The extreme concentration of land ts 
the basis for the intense exploitation of the poor peasants and 
landless labour There is still no central legislation for agn
cultural labourers Only one per cent of the total cultivable 
land has been redistnbuted Only CPl(M)-led Governments 
have taken up this task sincerely West Bengal accounts for 
twenty per cent of al1-Ind1a distnbutJon of surplus land ru1d 
thirty eight lakh fam1hes benefited m Kerala 

Landlords are free to organise armed gangs to terronze 
the agncultural workers and scheduled castes when they 
demand wage mcrease or resist social oppression The atroc1ttes 
on the Scheduled Castes, tnbes and the agncultural workers 
contmue unabated They are murdered, women raped, thetr 
homes burnt m B1har, Madhya Pradesh, UP and other places 

The status of women m all essential spheres of hfe has 
declined Decades of Congress(!) rule has denied them the 
basic prereqms1tes of economic mdependence, health and 
educational facthttes The recent off ens1ve of communal and 
fundamentalist forces adds strength to those who want to 
deny them the nght to equality In such a s1tuatron, atroci
ties on women have registered an unprecedented mcrease. 
Gruesome dowry deaths continue to mcrease. Poverty has 
hit hardest the women of the poorer and depnved sections. 
Dtscnmmatton agamst workmg women and sexual harrassment 
contmues unabated 

The tnbal areas m the country are m turmoil Centuries 
of oppression have been heightened by the rapacious loot of 
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contractors and traders Theu lands are snatched away, theu 
trad1t1onal rights m the forests blocked, theu women folk 
sold mto prost1tut1on and the men forced to work m slave 
cond1t1ons Theu struggle to assert theu tribal identity, lm
gmst1c-cultural d1stmct1veness meets with cruel repression 

In the sphere of education, the country can boast, after 
43 years of mdependence, the world's largest number of 
1lhterates The goal of compulsory and free primary educa
tion has been virtually adandoned, six out of ten children 
drop out before class five the new education pohcy brought 
mto action by the RaJIV Gandhi Government has still not 
been reversed. It is a pohcy for promotmg ehtist education 
for the upper strata of society to meet the needs of the 
monopohsts and the private sector Higher education has 
become more costly and beyond the reach of ordmary peo
ple This trend has led to the slowdown m expansion of 
primary and elementary education - Child labour contmues 
unchecked and expl01tat1on of workmg children 1s prohfer
atmg Kerala under the CPl(M) led Government has the 
proud record of almost erad1catmg ilhteracy and West Ben
gal is on the way 

Health for all 1s a distant goal. There are no primary 
health fac1ht1es m many parts of the country especially m 
the rural areas The steep nse m the cost of med1cmes, the 
pro-multmat1onal drug pohcy and the low budgetary prior
ity for health care have led to an under-nourished poverty 
stricken majority of Indian citizens Half of the Indian popu
lation does not even have safe drmkmg water N mefy per 
cent are without samtat1on fac1ht1es 

The ordmary citizen finds the democratic rights enshnned 
m the Constitution remote from the reality of daily experi
ence The bast1s and slums of big c1t1es are lorded over by 
ant1-soc1als who are m league with the pohce In large parts 
of rural areas landlord gangs and musclemen set down the 
law m collusion with the pohce Even the right to vote 1s 
threatened m many parts of the country The ordmary Indian 
c1t1zen 1s afflicted by the curse of corruption, Jobbery and 
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nepotism They have no protection agamst the misu~e of 
authority by the pohce, cnmrnals and men of mfluence 

In this rule of the mighty and the corrupt every section 
of the population mcludmg honest Journahsts run nsks to 
their hves At different levels, the Judiciary is constantly 
mttmidated and suborned by the ruhng party 

The Role of the CPl(M) 
The record of CPI(M) and the Left m the period smce the 
1989 Lok Sabha elections 1s before the people The CPI(M) 
has consistently championed an alternative economic pohcy 
aimed at allev1atmg the m1senes of our people It also sug
gested that the uneven pace of development should not exac
erbate the regional imbalances that will only fuel d1v1S1ve 
trends 

The Left have been m the forefront m the struggle against 
communahsm. They have been the staunchest fighters for 
national unity. In Punjab, the CPI(M) has firmly stood m 
the fight agamst the Khahstam terronsts and sacnficed more 
than 200 of its leaders and cadres m the fierce struggle to 
preserve Indian umty In Kashmir and Assam the CPI(M) 1s 
the mam force championing the umty of the Indian people 
and m countenng the separatist forces. 

The CPI(M) and the mass organizations 10 which it is 
workmg have been constantly active 10 the defence of the 
nghts of the working class, agricultural workers, peasantry, 
youth, students, women and vanous sections of employees. 
It has tirelessly worked for forging umted struggles of dif
ferent sections of the people. It has been the mittator of 
strengthenmg Left umty and made a big contnbut1on to unite 
the Left, democratic and secular forces. 

The CPl(M) places before the people the record of the 
two Left led Governments m West Bengal and Kerala headed 
by 1t, and the expenence of the decade long CPl(M) led 
Government m Tnpura to illustrate its smcenty and resolve 
to defend the interests of the common people and the umty 
of the country Despite the hmued powers of the state 
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governments under the Constitution, the Governments have 
a creditable record 

*Both these Governments have not used either the NSA 
or ESMA or other preventive detention legislation agamst 
political opponents or agamst the struggles of the workmg 
class and other to1lmg sections 

*Both states are far ahead m the implementation of land 
reforms wdfully neglected by others 

*In West Bengal and Kerala, there are no atroc1t1es agalnst 
the Scheduled Castes and Tnbes 

*Both these states have been m the forefront to decen
tralise and deveJope power to local bodies Panchayats and 
Zilla Panshads are vibrant and funct1onmg democratically 
and the people have full scope of part1c1pat1on m develop
mental act1v1t1es 

*Both these states have undertaken programmes for the 
erad1cat1on of Illiteracy, and achieved tremendous success 

*Both these states stand as sentmels for communal am
ity The safety of the mmont1es are assured m these two 
states All attempts to mst1gate nots have been promptly put 
down by the admm1stratton 

*All these achievements despite bureaucratic delays, which 
must be ehmmated, have been possible because of the sys
tematic political campaign based on the pohc1es of the Left 
led governments amongst the people conducted by the CPl(M) 
and Left forces 

National Front and The Left 
In the preva1hng s1tuat1on m the country, 1t 1s only the National 
Front supported by the Left that can provide a stable, dura
ble government at the Centre 

Dunng the eleven month tenure of the National Front 
Government, 1t had m1ttated some positive measures For 
the first time, the Central Government mvolved the mass 
orgamzat1ons m formulatmg pohcy measures concernmg the 
sections they represented The N F Government m1llated 
leg1slauon for workers' part1c1pallon m management mcludmg 
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the recogmt1on of trade umons through secret ballot It m
cluded land reform laws m the Nmth Schedule of the Con
st1tut1on so that landlords cannot block them m Courts It 
enacted a law to set up a National Comm1ss1on for Women 
It estabhshed the SC/ST Protection Act It reactivated the 
National Integration Council It agreed to the prmc1ple of 
nght to work as a fundamental nght m the Constitution for 
which preparatory work began It improved workmg rela
tions between the Centre and the States and constituted the 
Inter-State Council for resolvmg mter-state and Centre-State 
issues. It passed legislation for ensuring autonomy for 
Doordarshan and All India Radio It 1mtiated leg1slat1on for 
electoral reforms It pursued the Bofors mvest1gat1on and 
established that comm1ss1on was taken by Indians 

In the short penod of four months, the Congress(!) backed 
government of Chandra Shekhar sought to reverse many of 
these measures 

Protection of Minorities 

The CPI(M) firmly stands for the protection of mmonty 
nghts, full freedom of conscience and equality of opportu
mt1es It stands for end to economic and social d1scnmma
t1on of the mmontles It considers the protection of mmor-
1ty nghts as the acid test of democracy Recogmzmg the 
diverse religious, linguistic and ethmc compos1t1on of India, 
the CPl(M) underlmes the need for policies that will guar
antee protection of theu 1dent1ty and development. The BJP's 
advocacy of smaller states, dismantling the ex1stmg lmgms
ttc states, is not only an msult to Indian realities but also a 
measure meant to force further d1v1s1ve trends 

The CPI(M) expresses its deep concern and sympathy for 
the mmonty Mushm people who have been worst victims of 
the recent nots They are suffenng from fear and msecunty 
because of the poisonous hate propaganda conducted by the 
BJPNHP/RSS m connection with the mosque/temple dis
pute at Ayodhya 

The CPl(M) calls upon the people belongmg to mmonty 
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commumttes to realise that the fight for mmonty nght and 
equality will be successful only tf 1t 1s earned on m coop
eration with the democrattc and class forces ftghtmg the 
mjust1ces and explo1tat1on of bourgeois-landlord rule The 
mmonty communal and fundamentalist leaders want to per
petuate the bamers agamst the common struggle of the Hmdu 
and Mushm masses They encourage the communal d1v1-
s1ons among the people to keep the todmg people d1v1ded 
It 1s only the common fight of all sections which wdl de
liver the minontles from the IIlJUStlces of the present order 

Resolve Ayodhya Dispute 
The CPI(M) is of the view that the Babn MasJ1d
RamJanmabhoom1 dispute should be resolved either by a 
negottated settlement acceptable to both sides, or fatlmg 
this, by the court verdict which will be bmdmg on all This 
1s the only way such explosive disputes which affect the 
rehg1ous sentiments of the people can be settled 

The CPI(M) wants the adoption of a law by Parliament 
which will mamtam the status quo of all places of rehg1ous 
worship under dispute as on l 5th August, 194 7. 

Defence of Social Justice 
The CPl(M) has supported the 1mplementat1on of the Mandal 
Comm1ss1on report for reservation m Jobs m Central serv
ices for the backward classes It 1s a step towards social 
JUSt1ce which will provide some opportumt1es for those socially 
backward due to the oppressive caste structure for entering 
employment m the state sector The CPl(M) opposes any 
move to scuttle reservat10ns and wants this benefit to reach 
the really deserving secttons amongst the backward classes. 
The CPI(M) has suggested that the Karpoon Thakur for
mula, m force m B1har for over a decade, should be the 
basis for evolvmg an acceptable consensus for ensunng the 
tmplementatton of reservation for backward classes The 
CPl(M) fully recogmzes that the poorer sections w1thm upper 
castes also require rehef 
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The CPl(M) while supportmg reservation as a measure 
for advancmg social Justice, wishes to stress that the mass 
of the rural poor m the backward commumt1es will fmd 
theu basic problems addressed to only through radical land 
reforms and the ehmmat1on of feudal relations m the vil
lages by speedy mdustnahzation of the country Common 
struggles of all sections of the t01hng people of all commu
mtles are necessary to change the present soc10-econom1c 
order Any attempt to oppose reservations by upper-caste 
vested mterests or to project reservation m such a manner as 
to perpetuate caste d1vmons are detnmental to umty of the 
toilmg people and must be shunned 

Defence of Non-Alignment 

The CPl(M) had warned m its last election mamfesto about 
the consp1rac1es of U S 1mpenahsm to destab1hze the country 
and erode its mdependence. In Its dnve for global domma
t1on, U S 1mpenahsm, has been constantly stnvmg to draw 
India mto its orbit. Towards this end it had been usmg 
various methods hke the pressure of our external borrow
mgs and economic difficulties, a1dmg and abettmg seces
s10mst movements and attemptmg pohtical subversion As 
not earlier, the Chandra Shekhar Government succumbed to 
such U S pressures and allowed the refuellmg of U S m1htary 
planes Expenence shows that those countnes which have 
become subservient to the USA have virtually lost their 
mdependence and c1t1zens' democratic nghts. India has been 
able to face such pressures because its people firmly stood 
for world peace and anti-impenahst non-ahgned foreign 
pohcy. 

This foreign pohcy has to be protected from succumbmg 
to US blackmail It should be strengthened m the new 
world situation, when after the Gulf war, the USA is at
temptmg to create its own new world order. India as a major 
Thud World and non-ahgned country must take the lead to 
champion the mterests of Thud World m the pohtical, eco
nomic d1plomat1c sphere 
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Vote for the Left and National Front 

In order to defeat the Congress(!) and the BJP m the com
mg elections, 1t 1s necessary to umte the Left and secular 
forces 

The CPl(M) considers the united stand and the com
mon understandmg between the Left parties and the secu
lar oppos1t1on parties represented by the National Front 
and Janata Dai on many important issues will mst11l a new 
confidence m the people This 1s evident from the response 
which this combmat10n has been rece1vmg from the peo
ple, particularly the downtrodden and mmonty sect10ns of 
the population durmg the JOrnt mass campaign m defence 
of seculansm, national umty and for social JUSt1ce 
This combmatton alone 1s perceived by the people as the 
alternative 

The CPl(M) calls upon all sections of the people, irre
spective of rehg1ous and caste affihat1ons to vote for the 
candidates of this National Front-Left combmat1on so that 
victory against the authontanan force, the Congress(I), and 
the communal force BJP can be ensured 

Strengthen the CPl(M) and the Left 
The CPl(M) calls upon the people to vote enthus1ast1cally 
for the candidates of the CPl(M) and the Left parties who 
have proved themselves to be consistent defenders of the 
mterests of the people agamst the bourgeois-landlord poh
c1es They have fought the communal and separatist forces 
and are steadfast defenders of national umty The success of 
the CPI(M) m the new Lok Sabha 1s an essential lmk to 
strengthen the forces of national umty and to shift the bal
ance of forces m favour of the common people 

The CPl(M) urges upon all the Left parties to strengthen 
Left umty funher m order to play mcreasmgly important 
role m national pohtics. The pnnc1pled stand of the Left m 
supponmg the N F Government, its firm stance agamst the 
BJP-VHP communal blackmail, its defence of the mmon
t1es and the nghts of backward and SC/ST communities, tts 
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staunch defence of non-alignment and Opposition to mort
gagmg the economy to the IMF have all contnbuted to its 
emergence as a consistent and pro-people force at the na
tional level Further, umted Left mterventlon m the elect10n 
struggle will advance the task of 1solatmg the forces of 
authontanamsm, communahsm and separatism 

Election Programme 

Takmg mto account all aspects of the s1tuat1on facmg the 
country, the CPI(M) places before the people a programme 
of demands as part of its election platform The electoral 
struggle must be part of the wider political struggle to achieve 
these demands which will strengthen democracy, nauonal 
umty and stnve for economic and social Justice for the to1l
mg people 

1. Strengthen democracy agamst authontanan onslaughts 
of the Congress(!). Defence of democratic nghts of 
citizens and their expansion Withdraw all repressive 
legislation hke NSA and ESMA 

2 Restructurmg of Centre-State relations with more powers 
to states Abrogate Article 356 of the Constitution Support 
to the progressive pohc1es of the Left led governments Im
mediate 1mplementat10n of the proposals formulated at the 
Snnagar Conclave concemmg Centre-State relauons 

3 Defence of national umty agamst secessiomsm, com
munal and div1s1ve forces by mobihzmg the people 
and v1gtlance agamst 1mpenahsts agencies attempt at 
destabihzation 

4 Immediate solution of Pun Jab, Kashmir and Assam prob
lems by concedmg the genome demands of the peo
ples of these states for protection of their identity withm 
the framework of Indian umty. 

5 Appeal to all to give up the agitation on 
RamJanmabhoomi-Babn MasJid issue; come to settle
ment through negotiations or accept the verdict of the 
Court Expose and isolate those who arouse communal 
pass10ns on the issue Adopt legislation to mamtam 
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the status quo on all places of rehg1ous worship as of 
August 15, 1947 

6 Reverse the IMF-World Bank dictated economic poli
cies, preserve economic mdependence and self-reliance, 
alternative pohc1es to raise resources should be adopted 
by mcreasmg duect taxes, curbmg black money, 
taxmg the nch, cut m imports, stoppmg wasteful ex
penditure by the Government and mcreased South
South cooperation 

7 Nationahzation of JUte and cotton textile mdustnes, 
provide adequate rehef to powerloom and handloom 
workers, state take over or measures to reopen sick 
and closed umts; stop massacre of JObs m the name of 
promotmg advanced technology 

8 Proper facihties for artisans to pursue their profession 
by ensunng prov1S1on of raw matenals and markets 

9 Introduction of workers' partlcipation with equal sta
tus m management m all concerns to run mdustnes 
efficiently, annulment of Articles 311 (a),(b ),( c) of the 
Constitution, need-based mmimum wages, protective 
legislation for unorgamzed workers, New Industnal Re
lations Bill mcludmg provision of secret ballot for rec
ogmtion of Trade Umons 

10 Effective steps to check the growth of monopohes, tighten 
up the MRTP Jaw, check the growmg penetration of 
mult1-nat1onals m the economy 

11. Measures to curb the high pnces and check pnce nse 
No mcrease m mduect taxes which affect the common 
people, for state tradmg m food grams, for expansion 
of the public d1stnbution system to cover 14 essential 
commod1t1es to be run effectively to reach the urban 
and rural poor Firm steps to be taken agarnst 
blackmarketmg and hoardmg of scarce commochties 

12 Implementat10n of land-reforms and distnbut1on of land, 
immediate stop to evictions; enact1on of laws to plug 
loopholes m land reforms, correction of land records, 
settmg up of admm1strat1ve machmery to implement 
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legislations, adequate 1mgat1on fac1ht1es and sanction
mg of the projects awa1tmg the assent of the Centre, 
step up plans to use irrigation potential by concentrat
mg on mmor and medmm 1mgtat1on projects 

13 Enactment of a comprehensive Central legislation to 
protect the nghts of agncultural workers m relat10n to 
wages, hvmg condit10ns and social benefits, cancella
t10n of debts of the impovenshed rural masses 

14 Right to work to be embodied m the Constitution as a 
fundamental nght Concrete plans to generate employ
ment m both the rural and urban areas, proper facih
ties for registration and recruitment through employ
ment exchanges, Provmon for statutory legislation to 
provide unemployment benefits of the unemployed 

15 One rank one pension for ex-servicemen, upgrading 
pensions of all categones of pensioners m consonance 
with the cost of hvmg 

16 Stem measures agamst atrocities and cnmes on women 
implementation of legal and democratic nghts guaran
teed m the Constitution, end to discnmmatlon m pay, 
recruitment and promotion, proper workmg conditions 
for all workmg women, provision of social secunty for 
women agncultural workers and women m unorgan-
1zed mdustnes, equal nghts m property m land for 
women. 

17 Protection of the land, culture and language of the 
tnbal people Autonomy for compact, contiguous tnbal 
majonty areas withm states where necessary 

18 Check atrocities agamst Scheduled Castes and Tnbes, 
steps to see that the quota of reservation for them m 
education and Jobs are filled Implementation of the 
Mandal Comm1ss1on recommendatIOn for jobs m Cen
tral services for the backward classes so that those 
most needy get them. 

19 Inclusion of Nepah and Mampun languges m the Eighth 
Schedule of the Constitution as nauonal languages, 
equal encouragement to all national languages, protection 
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to Urdu language and due recogmtton to 1t m the states 
where 1t 1s spoken by a substantial mmonty 

20 Defence of mmonttes and 1mplementat10n of prov1-
s1ons of Const1tut1on to prevent d1scnmmatlon Pro
tection of hfe and property of mmont1es durmg nots 

21 Free and compulsory education must be ensured by 
the state by law for all children, free education upto 
the secondary level, full state support to mass literacy 
campaigns to eradicate 1lhteracy, end the new educa
t10n policy still bemg pursued smce the RaJIV Govern
ment mtroduced it which 1s eht1st and weighted agamst 
the common people acqumng education Syllabus and 
cumculum to strengthen scientific temper, seculansm, 
national umty and mtegnty 

22 Housmg to be accorded the status of a basic nght for 
a citizen. Housmg schemes for the urban and rural 
poor to be an urgent pnonty; improved pnmary health 
fac1ht1es A comprehensive people onented national 
drug policy must be implemented 

23 Defence of non-aligned foreign policy, world peace and 
support to national hberahon movements. For the es
tabhshment of a Palestm1an state and the vacation of 
Arab temtones occupied by Israel; to end the apart
heid system m South Afnca and the full and equal 
nghts of the black people there, the nght of the Saharawi 
Arab Republic to independence and their own land. 
Improvement of relations with our neighbours. lnd1a
Chma relations to be accorded top pnonty Stnve to 
find a solution to the Tamil mmont1es• problem m 
Sn Lanka as envisaged m the lndo-Sn Lanka Accord 

24 Proport10nal representation m the electoral system. 
Strengthenmg of the parliamentary democratic system. 
Reform of the Jud1c1al system to prevent subversion of 
us mdependence, Justice should be easily av11l1tblo ta 
the common people 

25 State support for expansion of cultural f•cihuca fUf 
the people, encouragement for actavaties aimed to tllh 
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democratic culture to the mass of the people, Autonomy 
for official electromc media with democratic account
ability to Parliament 

26 A science and technology policy which encourages sci
entists to do creative work to nurture the self-reliant 
basis of India's development An environmental pohcy 
which 1s mtegrated with the needs of rapid and sus
tamable economic development. 

CPI(M) Appeal 

It 1s on the basis of such a programme that the CPl(M) 
appeals to the Indian people to defeat both the Congress(!) 
and the BJP and vote for the National Front-Left Front 
candidates m the ensumg elections 

The mult1-d1mens1onal cns1s facmg our country, society 
and people must be tackled m nght earnest The Left stands 
m the forefront of those who can uphold the umty and IJl
tegnty of our country, mamtam communal harmony, protect 
seculansm, defend democracy and champion the mterests 
and struggles of the oppressed and toiling people 

Our expenence teaches us that m the recent past, both 
the Congress(!) and the BJP have, m theu own ways, Jeop
ardised the country's mterests, undermmed its secular demo
cratic foundat10ns and betrayed the people's mterests and 
mandate The betrayers must be rejected. To safeguard and 
advance the future of the country and its people, to uphold 
the chenshed aspirations of generations of patnots who 
sacnficed and worked tuelessly for our country's freedom 
and progress, 1t is essential that both these forces-the 
Congress(!) and BJP-are defeated at the hustmgs and the 
CPl(M) and Left supported National Front 1s elected 



Condolence on Comrade 
Satwant Singh* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated April 21, 1991 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
expresses its profound gnef and sorrow at the death of 
Commrade Satwant Smgh Comrade Satwant Smgh was a 
member of the Central Committee of the CPl(M) smce 1964 
and Secretary of the Punjab State Committee for long till he 
became di a few years ago. A dedicated revolutionary and 
a steeled Commumst, Comrade Satwant played an impor
tant role m bu1ldmg the Party m Punjab His demise is a 
gnevous loss to the Commumst movement m our country 
He was m 1atl several times and had to spend many years 
underground, first durmg the freedom struggle agamst Bnt-
1sh impenahsm and later m independent India for leading 
the people's struggles for social transformation Comrade 
Satwant Smgh was 73 years- old and passed away at 3 00 
a m. this mommg 

The Poht Bureau conveys its deep condolence to the Punjab 
State Committee of the CPl(M). As a mark of respect, the 
CPl(M) flag wtll fly at half-mast today 

*Pubhshed ID 'PE<>Pu;'s DEMOCRACY', New Deihl, Apnl 28, 1991 



Polit Bureau on the Role of Election 
Commission in Tripura* 
Statement dated April 25, 1991 issued to Press 

It is surpnsmg that the Election Commission is g1vmg cre
dence to a senes of baseless complamts made by the 
Congress(!) leadership of West Bengal, falsely allegmg all 
sorts of malpractices by the CPI(M) and the State Govern
ment m West Bengal These allegations have been effec
tively refuted by the CPl(M) State Committee and the State 
Government authorities By entertammg such complamts the 
Election Comnuss10n is prov1dmg cred1b1hty to the manoeuvres 
of S S. Ray, the PCC President and the Congress(!) leader 
AJit PanJa 

It 1s well known that S S. Ray has a record of grossly 
mterfermg ID the election process m West Bengal m the 
early 70s He also had the dubious record m PunJab as the 
Governor, of manoeuvrmg m the elections to prop up the 
extremists ID the hope of helpmg the Congress(!) to make 
electoral gams. As for the compla1Dts of AJit PanJa, 1t was 
his tactics dunng the last Lok Sabha elections to raise false 
allegations which were found baseless by the Election au
thonttes. In fact the then Chief Election Comm1ss1oner, Shn 
Pen Sashtn, had gone on record, appreciatmg the holdmg 
of free and fair elections by the State authont1es. 

Whtie the Election Comm1ss10n is prompt in dealing with 
a1Jegat1ons made by Congress(!) leaders 10 West Bengal, 1t 
has maintamed an mexphcable silence over the senous charges 
against the Congress(l)-led state Government of Tnpura. We 

*Pubhshed Jn 'PEOPLE'S DEMOOACY', New Delhi, May S, 1991 
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had drawn the attention of the Chief Comm1ss10ner m the 
last week of March itself to the large scale transfers of sub
d1vmonal officers who are IAS officials and other elect10n 
related officers m Tnpura, which were announced on March 
23 While the Elect10n Comm1ss1on has gone on record 
obJectmg to the transfers m B1har and Uttar Pradesh, it has 
not acted m the case of Tnpura. Even when mne IAS offic
ers submitted a JOmt letter to the Chief Electoral Officer and 
the Chief Election Comm1ss1on apprehendmg the v1t1atlon 
of free and fau elections m the State, the Election Comm1s
s1on has not so far acted A comprehensive memorandum 
was submitted by the Leader of the Oppos1t1on m the Tnpura 
Assembly, Nnpen Chakraborty, dated Apnl 4 pomtmg out 
vanous 1rregulant1es by the State Government and the vio
lence duected agamst the CPl(M) m the State There has 
been no response from the Election Comm1ss1on 

The Poht Bureau hopes that the Election Comm1ss1on 
will clanfy Its stand with respect to these States so that 1t 
acts and is seen to act m an 1mpart1al manner 
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Terrorists' Planning to Disturb Life* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated April 27, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) condemns the terrorist at
tack at the Pahka Bazar parking place on Apnl 26, 1991 In 
the bomb blast, three persons were killed and many others 
injured This terrorist outrage m the heart of New Delhi 
shows how the Khahstam extremists are planning to disturb 
normal hfe all over the country and to spark off adverse 
repurcussions outside Punjab 

In Punjab, there is no let-up in the terronst violence On 
Apnl 26 itself. 27 people have been killed mcludmg a 
Government official working m the office of the Governor 
of Punjab This is an ommous indicator of how the terronsts 
are plannmg to step up their violent act1v1t1es durmg the 
period of elections, m order to terrorize the people to vote 
for thetr sponsored candidates The contmued v10lence and 
kdhngs of scores of people m the last few days, strengthen 
the apprehensions that the Government and the Punjab Ad
ministration will be unable to provide adequate secunty for 
the candidates and pohttcal workers In this context, the 
clandestine talks that have been held with the extremists by 
the Chandra Shekhar Government are disturbmg It is de
moralizing the Punjab Admmistration and reqmres a pubhc 
explanation from Pnme Minister Chandra Shekhar himself 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 5, 1991 



Polit Bureau Condemns U.S. Move 
on India* 
Statement dated April 28, 1991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly denounces the dec1S1on of the US Government to 
place India under the Special 301 pnonty watch hst The 
declared purpose, we are mforrned, 1s that India "provides an 
madequate level of patent protection " After an mvest1gat1on 
that would be earned out by the US. Government m the next 
six months, pumt1ve action to the extent of a 100 per cent 
sanction agamst Indian exports can be imposed by the USA 

This step once agam reveals the contmued pressures that 
the Umted Sta~ of Amenca 1s mountmg on developmg 
countnes hke India to make them more dependant on 1mpe
nahst fmance capital Any attempt to succumb to these 
pressures will only further mortgage our country's economic 
mdependence and sovereignty 

By takmg this dec1s1on, the U S Government has displayed 
sheer contempt for the ongomg Uruguay round of talks on the 
issue of mtellectual property rights While these multilateral 
talks are m progress m Geneva, such a umlateral dec1S1on by 
the USA displays its mtent to browbeat the developmg coun
tnes and subvert them for advancmg U S economic mterests 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the Government 
of India to take appropnate measures for actively res1stmg 
this new U.S pressure The Poht Bureau calls upon the 
people of our country to resist these 1mpenahst attempts to 
subvert the mdependence and self-reliance of our economy 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May S, 1991 
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CPl{M) 's Stand on Justice 
Ramaswamy Case* 

On the basis of the petition by 108 members of Lok Sabha 
for the removal of Justice V. Ramaswamy of the Supreme 
Court on the charges of serious corruption, the Speaker of 
the Lok Sabha had appomted a high-powered committee of 
three emment Justices to examme the matter. Despite the 
step taken by the Speaker, Justice Ramaswamy contmues to 
sit m the Court. The CPI(M) welcomes the dec1s1on of the 
Supreme Court on Apnl 30, 1991, to issue notice to Justice 
Ramaswamy The Court also issued notice to the Central 
Government as to why tt should not take all necessary steps 
to enable the high-powered committee to function 

In this connection, it is shockmg that the Law Mimster, 
Subraman1am Swamy has announced that the Attorney Gen
eral advised that the Committee has lapsed This clearly 
shows that efforts are bemg made by the Law Mm1ster and 
the Chandra Shekhar Government to mterf ere m the pro
ceedmg before the Supreme Court and to defend a Judge 
against whom the constitutional machmery has been set m 
motion to mquire mto charges of corruptton The CPl(M) 
condemns the blatant interference m the authonty of the 
Supreme Court and the powers and privileges of the Speaker 
and Parhament The process to preserve the mcorrupt1b1hty 
of the high judiciary must not be allowed to be impeded 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 12. 1991 



Stop Nefarious Moves in Bihar* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated May 6, 1991, condemning Chandra Shekhar 
Government's intentions in Bihar 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) warns the Chandra Shekhar 
Government not to pursue its nefanous moves to topple the 
Laloo Prasad Yadav Government m Bihar Whtie steps to 
ensure a free and fair poll m the State by the Election Com
mission m cooperation with the State Government are wel
come, the Chandra Shekhar Government has no locus standi 
for mterfenng m the election process by demandmg the 
dismissal of the Janata Dai Government there Such a move 
is unprecedented m the constitutional and electoral history 
of the country and wdl not be tolerated by the people of the 
Country 

The Poht Bureau appeals to the President of India to 
ensure that all such talk is put an end to so that the defectors' 
Government at the Centre is told clearly the hmits of its 
power and responsibihtles 

*Published 10 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 12, 1991 



Polit Bureau Condemns 
Ghazipur Murder* 

The Pohl Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the ktlhng 
of three CPI cadres who were engaged m electioneermg 
work m Ghazipur Lok Sabha seat 10 Uttar Pradesh They 
were waylaid and cold-bloodedly murdered by armed goondas 

This mcidence shows how cnmmal violence m threaten
mg to vitiate the poll campaign The Poht Bureau demands 
that the Uttar Pradesh Government take effective steps to 
check such anti-social activity and take firm action agamst 
the culprits responsible for the murders. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 12, 1991 



Polit Bureau on Bangladesh 
Cyclone Tragedy* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) 1s deeply gneved at the loss 
of tens of thousands of hves and the massive destruction of 
property m Bangladesh due to the severe cyclone storm. 
The latest reports md1cate that the toll of hves runs mto 
lakhs The CPl(M) conveys its heartfelt condolence to the 
people of Bangladesh who have suffered this ternble tragedy 
The CPl(M) urges upon the Government of India to rush 
large-scale rehef matenals and render other assistance to the 
Government and people of Bangladesh The Poht Bureau 
calls upon all Party umts and mass orgamzattons to collect 
money and send 1t to the West Bengal State Comnuttee of 
the CPl(M) for rehef work 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 12, 1991 
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Best Wishes to CPl(M) for Elections* 
Message sent by SEAN GARLAND, General 
Secretary of the Workers' Party of Ireland to the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist) on the eve of 
Lok Sabha elections-1991 

Recogmsmg the most difficult and complex task you have, 
we of the Workers' Party of Ireland send our most smcere 
fraternal greetmgs and best wishes for success m the coming 
general election 

We have a deep understandmg of your struggle to achieve 
and defend the umty of India, to promote and advance the 
mterest of the Indian workmg class and to defeat the many 
sectarian elements who seek to d1v1de and exploit the Indian 
people. 

We beheve that your successes m recent years have been 
achieved beacuse the people know and understand the CPI(M) 
is thetr Party and that the Party will not betray thetr trust 

We know that your Party has suffered and its members 
made many sacnfices, even of hfe itself, to bmld and ad
vance the Party m India Such sacnfices will bnng reward 
Parhament, and We are confident that the forthcommg elec
tton will see your Party emerge stronger than ever before 

We salute you and all your members and wish you great 
success m these elect10ns 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New '.Delhi, May 12, 1991 



Congress(I) Hoodlums Attack 
Jyoti Basu* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) condemns it in its 
statement dated May 14, 1991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the at
tack on West Bengal Chief Mm1ster Jyot1 Basu's convoy by 
Congress(!) hoodlums. While Jyou Basu was travelhng from 
Sun to Rampurhat in Bubhum d1stnct last evening, armed 
Congress(I) gangs attacked the convoy and mJured one se
cunty personnel. 

This dastardly attack only betrays the Congress(!) des
perallon ID West Bengal Fall1Dg to enhst pubhc support the 
Congress(!) 1s 1Ddulg1Dg ID such cnmmal acttv1t1es The Poht 
Bureau of the CPl(M) warns the Congress(I) that the people 
of the country, particularly the people of West Bengal, will 
not tolerate such attacks. The CPl(M) appeals to all the 
democratic and secular forces to come forward to denounce 
such hoohgamsm 

*Pubhshed in 'i>E.oPt.E's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 19, 1991 
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CPI(M) Condemns Assassination of 
Rajiv Gandhi* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated May 21, 1991 
conveying condolence and deep sympathy to his 
family members 

The Poht Bureau of the Communist Party of Ind1a(Marx1st) 
is ternbly shocked and gneved at the dastardly assassmauon 
of Shn Ra31v Gandhi. former Prime Minister and President 
of Indian National Congress This heinous act has been com
mitted by the enemies of the country who want to destabtlrze 
India 

The country has been plunged mto a cnttcal situation 
The Poht Bureau appeals to all patriotic forces and all sec
tions of the people to reahze the gravity of the s1tuat1on 
with the assassination of a national leader hke Shn Ra11v 
Gandhi 

The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolence and 
deep sympathy w1th Smt Soma Gandhi. his daughter and 
son and other members of his family 

"'Published m 'PEoPU!'s DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, May 26, 1991 



Polit Bureau on Partisan Attitude of 
CEC* 
Statement dated May 18, 1991, issued to Press 
recording protest against CEC's partisanship 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly cnt1c1ses the stand 
of the Election Comm1ss1on m warning the West Bengal 
Government that m two Lok Sabha cons1tuenc1es, Calcutta 
North-East and Jhargram, "unacceptable failure of law and 
order are occunng." In a letter to the State Government, the 
Chief Election Comm1ss1oner has also pa1Dted the picture of 
large-scale violence and "well designed plans afoot ID some 
of the areas for booth captur1Dg" He warned that the Com
m1ss1on may be constrained to take some substantive steps 
before, dunng or after the poll 

The Chief Election Comm1ss1oner has taken similar measure 
targettmg B1har also This 1s an unprecedented step taken 
by the Electtons Comm1ss10n which 1s totally partisan The 
CEC has gone to the extent of falsely alleg1Dg that West 
Bengal has a history of poll violence and nggmg ID the 
past The disturbing attitude of the Election Comm1ss1on, 
and the CEC ID particular, shows a pronounced bias aga1Dst 
the State Governments ruled by the Left parties and the 
National Front 

This becomes glaringly evident when the attitude of the 
Election Comm1ss1on to Tnpura and Andhra Pradesh are 
compared to West Bengal and Bihar In the case of Tnpura, 
ever s1Dce the poll not1ficat1on, the Election Comm1ss1on 
has been deaf and blmd to the blatant attacks on the CPI(M) 
and the Left parties and the large-scale adm1D1strat1ve 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delh1, May 26, 1991 
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malpractices indulged in by the Congress(I)-TUJS Govern
ment. The fact that over 200 people were hospitalized due 
to attacks on a CPI(M) rally on May 6, is obviously of no 
concern to the CEC. 

In the case of Andhra Pradesh, it is amazing that 
Mr. Seshan has maintained that the spate of murders and 
kidnappings "are not poll related violence." The only con
clusion to be drawn is that there are different standards 
applicable for the Congress(I) ruled States in the eyes of the 
Election Commission. 

The repeated pronouncements of the Chief Election Com
missioner, that the elections will be cancelled or deferred in 
States like West Bengal and Bihar are only encouraging 
those interested in disrupting the polls to indulge in vio
lence and create law and order problems. The CPI(M) ap
peals to the Election Commission not to damage its cred
ibility and impartiality by resorting to such measures which 
appear biased and unwarranted. 



Attack on Kanpur CPI(M) Election 
Office* 
Polit Bureau condemned it by issuing statement 
dated May 19, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the at
tack on the central election office of the CPl(M) candidate, 
Subhashm1 Ah, m Kanpur This morning (May 19) a crowd 
of BJP hoodlums gathered outside the office and, without 
any provocation, attacked the office and set 1t on fire, and 
brutally assaulted one of the CPl(M) workers present m the 
office 

On May 18, the Jan Natya Manch street-theatre group 
from Delhi, which was perf ormmg on behalf of the CPl(M) 
m the Rambagh area of the city, was threatened with coun
try made pistols and kmves by BJP men, and prevented 
from stagmg theu performance The BJP-VHP-RSS men m 
Kanpur are desperately trymg to disrupt the poll campaign 
of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) demands of the State 
election authont1es and the d1stnct adm1mstrat1on that they 
take effective steps to curb the BJP's vandalism and arrest 
those culprits responsible for the attack on the CPl(M) elec
t10n office 

*Published 10 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi. May 26, 1991 



Polit Bureau on Violence in 
Varanasi* 
Statement dated May 19, 1991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its concern at the 
efforts to mstigate communal violence by the BJP m Varanasi 
The mcidents on May 18 m the city led to the death of one 
person and mJunes to many others It may be recalled that 
durmg the 1989 elections also Varanasi city was affected by 
communal nots The blatant communal propaganda bemg 
made on behalf of the BJP candidate, S C Dixit, has led to 
a surcharged atmosphere 

The CPl(M) demands of the State and distnct election 
authonttes proper secunty for the mmonty voters m the city 
and special arrangements for the deployment of Central secunty 
forces m those -areas of Varanasi city where the mmonties 
are bemg sought to be terronzed by the BJP-VHP commu
nal offensive 

*Published in 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 26, 1991 



Condolence on Comrade S.A. Dange* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated May 22, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
mourns the passmg away of Comrade S A Dange He was 
one of the pioneers of the Commumst Party and the trade 
umon movement m India He played an important role m 
developmg the workmg class movement m Bombay m the 
1920s and 1930s. 

Comrade Dange was tned m the Kanpur Conspiracy case 
and the Meerut Conspiracy case by the British for his anti
impenahst activities and spent many years m Jail He served 
m many leadmg positions m the umted CPI After the spht 
m the Party m 1964, he contmued as the Chamnan of the 
National Council of the CPI till 1979 

The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to his 
daughter Rosa Deshpande and other members of his family 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 26, 1991 



Polit Bureau's Statement on 
Election* 
BJP's Use of Violence to Scare away Voters in 
U ttar Pradesh 

The BJP's game plan has become clear on the first day of 
pollmg m Uttar Pradesh In the cities, mmonues are bemg 
terrorized to prevent theu votmg In Varanas1 Lok Sabha 
conshtuency, reports of widespread booth captunng, mt1m1-
datlon of pollmg agents of the CPI(M) and prevention of 
Mushm voters from castmg votes have come m from the 
city area In the City (North) Assembly segment m the Jaiswal 
Inter College pollmg station, BJP men mdulged m bomb 
attacks and burnt all the pollmg camps of non-BJP candi
dates Mushm voters have been prevented from gomg to the 
pollmg stations S1mllarly m Arya Mahlla Inter College polhng 
stahon area, mmonhes have been terronzed and bogus votes 
are bemg cast 

Under the City (South) Assembly constituency m the 
Bangale Tola Inter College pollmg station area, there have 
been three mcidents of stabbmg and booth capturmg Booth 
capturmg has taken place m Durgacharan Girls Inter Col
lege pollmg station with Mushm voters of Madanpura not 
bemg able to cast theu votes In the Sanathan Dharam College 
polhng stauon, bomb attacks have taken place Booth cap
turmg has also taken place m Choti Pearay pollmg statwn 
and Mushms are not bemg allowed to vote Other affected 
polhng stauons are Agrasen Bahka Vidyalaya pollmg sta
t10n, Jwala pollmg stauon and Harsundan Dharmashala polling 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 26, 1991 
Poht Bureau's Statement was dated May 20, 1991 
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station where voters have been threatened with guns and 
stone-throwmg Despite repeated complaints to distnct au
thonttes, no action was taken The pohce has connived with 
the BJP candidate, S C. D1x1t, former DGP 

The CPl(M) has already complamed to the Chief Elec
uon Commissioner and demanded cancellation of pollmg m 
all the affected booths and repoll ordered. 

The BJP has similarly prevented mmonty voters m Meerut 
from castmg thetr votes and launched attacks on them lead
mg to communal clashes, arson and 1mpos1hon of curfew m 
the town In Kanpur, the contmuous mflammatory propa
ganda by the BJP-VHP-RSS resulted ID the communal clashes 
ID the city yesterday (May 19). Already seven people have 
been killed There was an unprovoked attack on the CPl(M) 
central election office which was set on fire. It must be 
noted that R1tambhara made a blatantly provocative speech 
at Kanpur on May 14 which heightened tensions ID the city 
Curfew 1s ex1stmg ID certalD parts of the city which 1s ham
penng the poll campaign The CPl(M) demands that 1mme
d1ate steps be taken by the d1stnct authonues and the State 
Government to re~tore normalcy so that the curfew can be 
hfted m the city and normal poll campaign resumed for the 
polhng on May 26 

It 1s no comc1dence that both m Varanas1 and Kanpur, 
communal clashes have taken place, mst1gated by the BJP 
as m both these const1tuenc1es, CPl(M) candidates, sup
ported by the Janata Dai-Left combmation, are strongly coun
tenng their IDflammatory propaganda and exposing their game 
The BJP's tactics ts to resort to violence to terrorize the 
mmonttes and prevent them from cai;tmg votes as m Varanai;1 
and Meerut 

Bibar : Countermand Poll in Purnea 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) demands the countermand
IDg of the poll m Purnea Lok Sabha constituency in Bihar 
All reports show there have been widespread booth captur
ing m all the Assembly segments of the constituency by 
Vol XXlll-34 
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armed gangs of the notonous anti-social RaJesh Ran Jan ahas 
Pappu Yadav, an mdependent candidate Candidates of all 
national political parties from this constituency have ap
proached the D1stnct Magistrate to call off the elections 
here 

West Bengal 

The Poht Bureau congratulates the people of West Bengal 
for the smooth and peaceful pollmg which has taken place 
m the State The Congress(!) has sought m some places to 
provoke mc1dents and v1t1ate the polhng but this has been 
fotled and a good turn out has taken place. 



Peace Must Be Maintained* 
Appeal made by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 
in a statement issued on May 22, 1991 

In this hour of tragedy when the enure country is moummg 
the assassination of Shn RaJiV Gandhi, It is essenttal that all 
sides exercise restraint and keep the people umted A heavy 
respons1b1hty devolves on all pohttcal parties 

It is unfortunate that at this crucial Juncture some ele
ments are out to give partisan expression to the gnef of the 
people and are trymg to settle pohhcal scores 

The Poht Bureau views with sertous concern reports of 
widespread attacks m Tnpura on CPl(M) offices, residences 
of CPl(M) leaders and mass organizations' offices Many 
mc1dents have taken place m Tanul Nadu and Andhra Pradesh 
which have led to curfew m some places m Andhra Pradesh. 
The situation 1s tense also with some attacks m Onssa and 
Maharashtra. Some elements are seeking to target promi
nent political parties, thetr leaders and cadres In Kerala and 
West Bengal also there have been sporadic mstances of vio
lence duected agamst the CPl(M) and the Left parties 

The CPI(M) Pohl Bureau appeals to the Congress(!) lead
ership to ensure that thetr supporters exercise restramt given 
the senous situation The Poht Bureau calls upon the Cen
tral and State Governments to be v1gilant and put down 
efforts of ant1-soc1als to exploit the people's anger All pa
triouc forces must give paramount importance to the coun
try's mterests and stnve theu utmost to mamtam peace and 
the people's umty. 

*Pubhshed 1n 'PEOPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, May 26, 1991 



~ 
CPl(M) Condemns Attack on Party 
Office in Madurai * 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated May 22, 1991 
to Press 

The CPl(M) has condemned the attack by hoohgans on the 
office of its datly newspaper Theekathir m Madurat. On 
Tuesday, a mob ransacked the office, burnt the newspaper's 
car and set fire to the shed stormg newsprmt The hoobgans 
also stabbed veteran leader of the CPl(M) R. RamraJ, mem
ber of the Tamtl Nadu State Committee of the Party He has 
been hosp1tabzed. Another State Committee member, Arunan, 
also sustamed a head tnjury 10 the attack. 

This sort of goonda1sm has to be strictly curbed by the 
authontles. The Party appeals to all sections of the people 
to condemn such disruptive violence at a ttme when the 
country 1s plunged 10 gnef due to the assassmatton of Shn 
Ra11v Gandhi. 

*Pubhshcd ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCUCY', New DcJh1, May 26, J991 



Massacre of 14 Workers by Police 
Firing in Dalla Cement Factory in 
Uttar Pradesh* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated June 4, 1991, condemning the massacre 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the 
massacre of fourteen workers by pohce firmg at the Dalla 
Cement Factory on June 2, at Sonebhadra, Uttar Pradesh. 
The workers of this factory which was owned by the U P 
State Cement Corporation, have been conductmg a pro
longed struggle agamst the dec1s1on of the U P State 
Government to sell the factory to a pnvate management. 
Despite the umted protests of all the umons m the factory, 
mcludmg the CITU umon, the U P Government went ahead 
with the transfer of the management to pnvate owners 
The protestmg workers were brutally mowed down on the 
day the pnvate management was to be handed over the 
factory Among those killed was the CITU leader of the 
factory, Comrade Ram Pyare Kushwaha It 1s feared that 
the death toll 1s higher and the local authonttes are sup
pressmg the facts Scores of workers have suffered bullet 
mJunes and are hosp1tahzed 

These ghastly k1llmgs are the dtrect result of the U P 
Government's anti-worker pohcy of pnvat1zat10n and re
fusal to heed the voice of the workers and the maJor trade 
umons 

The Poht Bureau demands a JUd1c1al enquiry mto the 
finng, 1mmed1ate d1sc1phnary action agamst the pohce 
officials responsible for this black deed and adequate 
compensation to all those killed and IOJUred. The U P 

*Published m 'PEOPU:'s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, June 9, 1991 
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Government must cancel Its decISIOD to pnvattze the State
owned undertakmg 

The Poht Bureau conveyed Its heartfelt condolences to 
the fam1hes of all the workers who have lost their hves m 
this struggle. 



CPl(M) Decides to Withdraw from 
Tripura Elections* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated June 8, 1991 
to Press explaining Party's stand 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) denounces the decision of 
the Election Commission not to postpone the elections m 
Tnpura m the wake of the unprecedented violence unleashed 
by the Congress(!) m the State. The Election Commission 
has re1ected all the requests accompamed by detailed docu
mentary evidence made by the CPl(M) and the Left Front 
and other Opposition candidates to hold the elections at a 
later date. By this decision, the Election Commission and 
the Chief Election Commissioner have ensured to totally 
ngged polls m an atmosphere of mttmidatlon and grave 
threats to the hves and properties of non-Congress(I) workers. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) announces the with
drawal of the CPl(M) candidates from the elections to the 
Lok Sabha seats m Tnpura scheduled to be held on June 12. 
The Poht Bureau has endorsed the declSlon of the Tnpura 
State Committee of the CPl(M) and the Tnpura Left Front, 
who have been forced to withdraw from the election cam
paign and the polling, m view of the large-scale terror and 
violence directed agamst the CPl(M) and the Left parties. 

The CPl(M) and the Left parties did their best to con
vmce the Election Commission that the date of pollmg has 
to be postponed, given the widespread attacks and disloca
tion of normal hfe m the State smce May 22. Usmg the 
pretext of RaJi" Gandhi's tragic assassmat1on, an orgy of 
violence was let loose which led to scores of CPl(M) and 

*Published m 'PE<>Pt.E's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, June 16, 1991 
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Opposition parties' offices bemg destroyed, over a thousand 
houses ransacked or gutted, hundreds of shops set on fire 
and sev~n CPl(M) workers killed Even now, reports are 
commg m from remote areas of the destruction wrought by 
the Congress(!) hoohgamsm Opponents of the Congress(!) 
are not allowed to do political work, not to speak 
of campa1gnmg 

Conductmg the pollmg on June 12 would only mean 
reducmg the elections to a farce and depnvmg the people of 
theu right to vote No measures, other than postponement, 
will-ensure a free and fair poll, smce the Congress(l)-led 
State Government 1s mstlgatmg and sponsoring the terror 
and has made preparations for outright nggmg 

Unfortunately, the Election Comm1ss1on had refused to 
discharge its responsibilities m this regard and failed to 
postpone the polls which It ts empowered to do under the 
Representation of the People's Act 

The Tripura State umt of the CPl(M} has fought vahantly 
for the past 40 months to defend democracy ID the face of 
the unprecedented semi-fascist terror. Over 200 comrades 
and supporters of the Party have been killed ID this penod 
Hundreds of women have suffered rape and other attroc1ties 
durmg this penod Thousands of families have had to leave 
t~e1r homes Despite all this, the Party and the Left forces 
struggled and part1c1pated m the electoral process after the 
ma01pulat1on of the 1988 Assembly elections. They bore the 
brunt of nggmg and goonda attacks ID the subsequent elec
tions-the 1989 Lok Sabha elections, the Assembly by-elec
tions, and the 1990 Tnpura Autonomous D1stnct Council 
elections The expenence of these elections confirmed that 
no free and fair poll is possible ID the State with Congress(l}
TUJS Government m power 

The CPI(M) has now decided that ID the absence of any 
semblance of law and order and secunty for the candidates, 
workers and the ordmary voters, there is no other option left 
except to refram from participation m order to save precious 
bves and property. 
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This is no doubt not an easy decision. The Communist 
movemnet in Tripura struck deep roots among the people 
from the days of anti-imperialist and anti-feudal struggle. 
Today, despite the semi-fascist terror, the Party and the Left 
have the support of the majority of the people, both tribal 
and non-tribal. The desperation of the Congress(l)-organ
ized anti-social acts, reflects their losing support among the 
people. We are confident that all sections of the people of 
Tripura and democratic public opinion in the country will 
understand and fully support our act of protest. 

This act of withdrawal is a strong indictment of the 
Congress(l)-TUJS coalition Government with its black record 
of jungle raj; it is a blot on the Chief Secretary and the 
State Administration who are conniving in the illegal acts of 
this Government. It is equally a telling comment on the 
probity of the Election Commission which has consistenly 
refused to intervene to safeguard the Constitution and par
liamentary democracy in Tripura. 

The events in Tripura expose once again the authoritarian 
and anti-democratic face of the Congress(!). Its all-India 
leadership has condoned the crimes that have been perpe
trated on the people of Tripura. 

The Polit Bureau is confident that the Tripura CPl(M) 
unit, the Left parties, the mass organizations and all sec
tions of the people in the State will continue the struggle to 
save democracy and will organize popular resistance to the 
black deeds of the Congress(l)-TUJS coalition Government. 
The Left and democratic forces in the country will render 
them all support and solidarity in this task. 



[!1Z] 
CEC's Double Standard, Arbitrary 
Functioning* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) record protest by 
issuing statement dated June 6, 1991 to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly protests the arbi
trary and partisan style of functtonmg of the Election Com
mission and the Chief Election Commissioner We have been 
informed that yesterday, the Election Commission decided 
to order repoll m 34 booths m the Howrah parliamentary 
constituency 10 West Bengal. This 1s an astomshmg and 
partial dec1s1on m the hght of the fact that neither the Cen
tral Observer who personally v1s1ted the constituency on the 
pollmg day nor the pollmg officials concerned have reported· 
any malpractices. 

It ts obvious that this dec1S1on has been mfluenced by 
the bogus complamts launched by the Congress(!) candi
date, Pnya RanJan Das Munshi, who was facmg certam defeat, 
and due to the Congress(!) pressure It 1s noteworthy that 
polhng m these 34 booths was peaceful, smooth and heavy 
with no disturbances whatsoever. 

The Election Comm1ss1on owes an explanation for this 
mexphcable act. Mr T N Seshan announced yesterday (June 
5) that repoll m more seats which went to the polls on May 
20, 1s not ruled out. The fact that m Howrah repolhng has 
been ordered after three weeks of the pollmg without any 
basis for such a decision, 1s an ommous mdicatton of how 
the Election Comm1ss1on proposes to function. Its double 
standard 1s evident cons1dermg the fact that not a word bas 
been said or a step taken m the past three months to check 
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the Congress(!) terror and brazen act1v1t1es to vitiate the 
poll m Tnpura 

The CPl(M) demands that the Election Comm1ss1on 
1mmed1ately rescmd the order for repolhng m Howrah It 
should hear all the candidates and parties concerned and 
divulge the basis for this unwarranted dec1S1on 



~ 
CPI(M) Condemns U.S. Threat* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated June 15, 1991 
to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly denounces the 
latest threat issued by U S 1mpenahsm to condition bllat
eral aid to India to a U S Presidential certification that 
India does not possess nuclear weapons as of October 1991 

This decmon of the U S House of Representatives has 
put under question the developmental aid of 22 mllhon U S 
dollars for fiscal year 1992, though yet to be endorsed by 
the U S. Senate What is at stake 1s not this paltry amount 
but the dignity and self-respect of 1Ddependent India Earlier 
ID 1989, the US adm1D1strauon attempted to browbeat India, 
by this very method, to acqmesce to U S 1Dterests and sign 
the Non-Prohferatlon Treaty The signlDg of this would have 
meant depnv1Dg India of the nght to defend its secunty 
whde allowmg U S nuclear monopoly m the region particularly 
through Pakistan This would pose grave secunty threats to 
India U S impenahsm is once agalD seek1Dg to exert such 
pressures 

These pressures must be squarely met to safeguard India's 
IDdependence, secunty and sovereignty 

It 1s unfortunate that both the Government of India and 
the Congress(!) have taken this threat hghtly Forthnght 
condemnation 1s necessary aga1Dst these U.S. pressures This 
U S. measure must be seen ID the background of the impe
nahst efforts to galD further foothold m the subcont1Dent 
Earher, the Government of India failed to react aga1Dst the 
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landmg of thousands of U S combat marmes m Bangladesh 
under the pretext of providmg rehef to cyclone ravaged areas 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the people of 
India to protest agamst this move and to umtedly face this 
new challenge of U S. impenahsm to our country and the 
region 



[!22) 
Brutal Massacre of Rail Passengers 
In Punjab by Khalistani Terrorists 
on June 15, 1991 * 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
June 16, 1991, to Press condemning the massacre 

The Pohl Bureau of the CPl(M) 1s shocked and distressed 
at the brutal massacre of around 100 railway passengers m 
Punjab on the mght of June 15. Many have sustained tnjU
nes. The Khahstam terronsts perpetrated this atrocity by 
attacking two trams m Ludhiana d1stnct m separate mc1dents 

The cnmmal gangs who have massacred the innocent 
people, targetted those passengers who belong to the mmor-
1ty commumty m the State ID a diabohcal attempt to create 
communal conflicts The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) ap
peals to the people of Punjab and the rest of country not to 
be provoked by such vtle tactics and ma1Dta1D communal 
peace and uphold the cause of national umty. 

This horrific mcident exposes the utter failure of the 
Government to ensure m1mmum secunty for the hves of 
people m the State The pnmary duty of the Government is 
to provide secunty to the people of Punjab. Instead, it is 
mdulgmg m callous rhetonc about the restoration of the 
democratic process The incident stnkmgly reveals the utter 
untenabihty of holdmg electton on June 22 The Chief Elec
tion Commiss10ner, who has been prompt ID 1Dterven1Dg m 
imagined malpractices m the polls elsewhere m the country, 
1s failmg to exercise his responsibihty to prevent an elec
toral farce bemg conducted m the State The President of 
India has also faded to act m the face of the Government's 
mtrans1gence 
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The Poht Bureau once agam urges the Election Commis
sion to postpone the elections m Punjab It appeals to all the 
pohucal parties to give up narrow considerations of wmnmg 
a few seats and umte to counter the secessiomst menace 
which is wreaking havoc m Punjab, and to create conditions 
for the real democratic process to be restored 



Greetings to Communist Party of 
Vietnam's Seventh Congress* 
Sent by Central Committee of the CPl(M) 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) extends its warm revolutionary fraternal greetmgs 
to the Seventh National Congress of the Commumst Party 
of Vietnam 

This Congress 1s meetmg at a very critical moment ID 

human history. While, on the one hand, the prospects of 
avertmg a nuclear holocaust bas emerged stronger, on the 
other, the developments ID the East Europe constitute a sever~ 
setback to the forces of world Soc1al1sm. 

While the tensions in Europe have reduced, the s1tuat1on 
in other parts of the world continue to remain cnbcal. A 
new aggressiveness is be1Dg displayed by U.S. 1mpenabsm, 
particularly after the US. war in the Gulf. In the As1a
Pac1fic region, US. m1htary bases contmue to be strength
ened. New brazen mterference m the affairs of mdependent 
countnes are also being stepped up. CPl(M) joms the pro
gressive forces the world over to strengthen the struggle for 
peace, independence, democracy, and social progress. 

Comrades, 
The Commumst Party of Ind1a(Marxist) bas been closely 

following the measures being taken by Commumst Party of 
Vietnam to reform and strengthen the Socialist society and 
economy. 

We emphatically underlme the fact that any dynamic 
*Pubhshed m 'PEoPu!'s DEMOCRACY', New Dellu, June 23. 1991 
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Socialist society will have to constantly undertake reforms 
in order to deepen and strengthen the Socialist society. We 
note that Socialist Vietnam under the leadership of the Com
munist Party is correctly undertaking such reforms within 
the framework of Marxism-Leninism and Socialism. 

Travelling on an hithero unchartered path, the Socialist 
countries did commit serious errors and departures from 
Marxism-Leninism. While these have to be corrected and 
measures taken to prevent their repetition, it would be a 
gross error to negate the achievements of Socialism in the 
name of correcting these mistakes, an error which will pro
vide the enemies of Socialism with new weapons to further 
strengthen their attacks- an error that humanity, as a whole, 
may have to pay for very dearly. 

Concrete analysis of concrete conditions constitutes the 
living essence of Marxism. But the history of world Social
ism and our own experience are witness to the fact that in 
the name of concrete analysis, the fundamental tenets of 
proletarian revolution and proletarian internationalism are 
unfortunately being abondoned by some contingents of the 
intemtional Communist movement. On the other hand, in 
the name of adhering to the fundamental tenets of Marxism
Leninism, a dogmatic interpretation arose resulting in ignoring 
its creative application to concrete conditions. The consequent 
distortions, on both counts, continued to take their toll. 

Notwithstanding the imperialist controlled media blitz 
denouncing Communism, the CPl(M) is convinced that capi
talism cannot be the answer to the distortions of Socialism. 
Capitalism, a socio-economic system based on the exploitation 
of man by man and nation by nation, can never redeem the 
yearning for liberation and emancipation. Despite serious 
setbacks and reverses, the struggle for liberation from the fetters 
of exploitation will not only continue but is bound to intensify. 

At this crucial moment and in this context, we are con
fident that the deliberations of this Congress will strengthen 
the reaffirmation of the Socialist choice and the resolve to 
strengthen the struggle for the emancipation of mankind. 
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Comrades, 
The Commumst Party of Vietnam has glorious revolu

tionary traditions which continue to mspire the peoples the 
world over m the struggle for emancipation The sterling 
role played by your Party in orgamsing the revolutionary 
movement in Indo-China was the gmding hght for the peo
ples of colomal countries Your activities since the Party's 
foundation in 1930, the heroic struggle agamst French co
lomahsm and later the glonous struggle agamst Amencan 
imperialism have echoed a spmt of sohdanty m the world 
which has been unprecedented For the people of India, your 
history of struggles is a continuous source of inspiration It 
remams in our memory. 

In continuation of these traditions, we are confident that 
the dehberations of this Congress will further advance the 
struggle of the heroic Vietnamese people to consohdate, 
modernise and strengthen Sociahsm m Vietnam. 

The Commumst Party of India(Marx1st) wishes the Com
mumst Party of Vttenam all success m the reforms that will 
be undertaken to renovate and develop Sociahsm further 

The CPl(M) attaches great importance to the further 
strengthemng of fraternal relations between our two Parties 
The strengthening of these relations reflect the common as
piration of peoples of the developing countnes for a correct 
1deolog1cal onentation of the struggles for social progress. 

The CPI(M) 1s confident that the legacy of immortal 
Commumst leaders hke Ho Cht Minh and many others will 
be carried forward with renewed vigour 

The Commumst Party of India (Marxist) extends its revo
lutionary greetings to all delegates to your Congress, all 
members of Commumst Party of Vietnam and wishes the 
Congress dehberat1ons all success 

Central Committee 
Communist Party of India 

(Marxist) 



CPl(M) Condemns Akali Leader's 
Murder* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated June 18, 1991 
to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) condemns the murder of 
Shivinder Singh, former MP, and candidate of the Akah Dai 
(Badal Group) from Fandkot He was killed ID a bomb blast 
whtle campaignmg near Muktsar today He 1s the 24th can
didate to be killed dunng the election campaign ID Punjab. 
In Ludhiana, last mght, terrorists contmuously opened fire 
on one of the mam roads and three persons were IDjured 
All this is happening in spite of the deployment of the army. 

We have been repeatedly warnmg about the danger to the 
hves of candidates, political workers and ordmary citizens ID 

Punjab because the Government has miserably fatled to pro
vide adequate protection for the polls to be held on June 22 

The extremists are openly announcmg and pasting post
ers threatenmg anyone who wtll dare to vote This is caus
ing pamc among the people 

Further loss of hves must be prevented The Poht Bureau 
appeals to the Election Comm1ss1on even now, to defer the 
polls and save Punjab from disaster 

*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Deihl, June 23, 1991 



Polit Bureau Urges Postponement of 
Election in Punjab* 
Statement dated June 15, 1991, issued to Press 

The entue State of Punjab has been declared a disturbed 
area and the army has been deployed all over the State. This 
underl1Des the gravity of the situation m the State while the 
election process 1s on and ID the hght of the CEC's earlier 
categorical statement that the army will not be utilized dur-
1Dg the polls. This action behes the claim of the Chandra 
Shekhar Government that the democratic process 1s bemg 
restored. 

This dec1S1on only confirms the stand taken by the CPI(M) 
that no semblance of elections 1s possible m the present 
conditions ID Punjab. The only way to undertake elections 
ID the State 1s to completely del1Dk 1t from the polls ID the 
rest of the country. 

The Chandra Shekhar Government 1s responsible for grave 
dereliction of duty and 1s motivated by narrow cons1dera
t10ns ID its 1Ds1stence to go ahead with the polls on June 22 
It has taken this stand 1gnormg the views of all the major 
pohtical parties. 

The BJP by reversmg its earlier stand for postponmg the 
elections ts d1splaymg crass opportunism. In its desire to 
wm a few seats, it will only be provtd1Dg a pretext for the 
extremists to capture the Assembly and legttlmtzlDg the farce 
of elections. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, June 23, 1991 Refer 
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The Poht Bureau once agam urges the Election Conumss1on 
to take all the cucumstances mto account and exercise its 
powers under the Representation of People's Act and an
nounce the postponement of the polls m Punjab 



Homage to Comrade Kunjachan* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated June 14, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
expresses its deep sorrow at the untimely demise of Com
rade PK. KunJachan, Central Committee member of the Party, 
on June 14, 1991 at Tnvandrum (now Th1ruvanantapuram) 
Comrade KunJachan was a s1tt1Dg member of the RaJya Sabha 
from Kerala, General Secretary of the All India Agncultural 
Workers' Umon, a member of the Kerala State Secretariat of 
the CPl(M) and a member of the National Rural Labour 
Comm1ss1on. 

Born on October, 20, 1925, ID an agncultural worker's 
family, he studied up to the Intermediate class when he 
JOmed the trade umon movement ID 1945 He first became 
the Jo1Dt Secretary of the Kerala Transport Workers' Umon 
He was most active also ID orgams1Dg the struggles of ag
ncultural workers ID the Kuttanad area and had spent a number 
of years ID Jail, as also three years underground He faced 
courageously many physical attacks by the pohce and goondas 
m the course of many struggles He later became Secretary 
of the Kerala State Agncultural Workers' Umon. He J01Ded 
the Commumst Party m 1947. At the time of the spht ID the 
Party, he firmly stood with the CPl(M) He has been a member 
of Kerala State Committee from 1967 onwards and of the 
Central Committee of the CPI(M) from 1989 onwards 

He was the General Secretary of the All India Agncul
tural Workers' Umon from its mcept1on ID 1981 and had 
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played a very s1gmficant role ID the development of the 
agncultural workers' movement, especially ID the struggle 
to umte all Left and democratic agncultural workers' or
gamzatlons to raise the demand for Central leg1slat1on for 
agncultural workers on the Kerala pattern 

He was one of the most m1htant fighters of the worklDg 
class and agncultural workers' struggles m Kerala He was 
a member of the Leg1slat1ve Assembly m Kerala for a number 
of years and was one of the movmg spmts behmd the hutment
dwellers' movement of 1970-71 

Even recently, though suffermg from so many senous 
Illness, he campaigned vigorously for the Left and Demo
cratic Front m the recent elections nght up to the time he 
was hosp1tahzed with senous kidney trouble and bone can
cer As a staunch revolutionary, his selfless example m the 
service of the most downtrodden and oppressed sections of 
the Indian people will always be an 1Dsp1Tation 

The Poht Bureau extends its deepest sympathy to his 
wife and two children The Poht Bureau pays homage to the 
memory of Comrade KunJachan 



CPl(M) Condemns U.S. Interference* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated June 24, 1991 
to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the 
amendment adopted by the US. House of Representauves 
which asks the US. Government to teach the Indian armed 
forces the importance of observmg human nghts 

This amendment was passed m connection with an allo
cation of 3,45,000 dollars for a m1htary tr~mmg programme 
for members of the Indian armed forces m the USA 

The amendment has other obnoxious features, which under 
the pretext of concern for human nghts, constitutes a sen
ous mterference m the mternal affaus of India m relauon to 
Kashmu and Punjab 

The USA has no nght to lecture India or other Thtrd 
World countries about human nghts, after its own black 
record of butchery of Iraqi c1v1hans and soldiers and its 
brazen mterf erence to subvert democratic Governments around 
the world 

The Indian Government must reject this attitude of impe
rial arrogance. It must strongly protest agamst this msult to 
India and Its people It must withdraw from the m1htary 
trammg programme m the USA which will obviously be 
used to subvert the loyalties of Indian army officers 

The Poht Bureau appeals to all pohtlcal parties and all 
sections of pubhc opm1on to protest agamst this latest act 
of 1mpenahst mterference m our mternal affaus. 
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Central Committee Appeal-Funds for 
Tripura* 

The sem1-fasc1st terror let loose by the Congress(l)-TUJS 
coalition Government m Tnpura smce February 1988, has 
recently been mtens1f 1ed several times and has turned the 
small North-Eastern State of 27 lakhs of people mto almost 
an enemy-occupied terntory 

The latest waves of attacks were launched 1mmed1ately 
followmg the assassmahon of RaJIV Gandhi, and contmue 
even till today Fourteen CPl(M) workers and supporters 
have been killed, hundreds senously mJured, and more than 
a thousand shops and res1dent1al houses ransacked, arsoned 
and gutted, destroymg properties worth crores of rupees. 
Thousands have fled mto the Jungles or nearby hills to save 
theu hves Due to this forcible poht1cal conversion, thou
sands have become refugees m their own State Small shop
keepers have had their petty shops burnt and have thus lost 
theu hvehhood Agncultural labour and 1um1as have no work 
Workers are not m a pos1t1on to report for duty lest they are 
~ttacked and murdered Most of the Party offices have been 
set on fire and damaged Thus fundamental nghts, mcludmg 
parliamentary nghts and even the nght to hfe, have been 
taken away. 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) m its meetmg 
held on June 21 and 22, decided to appeal to all the State 
Committees of the CPl(M) throughout the country to come 
to the aid of the thousands thus affected by Congress(!) 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, June 30, 1991 
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depredations m Tnpura, and extend whatever rehef is pos
sible under the circumstances All State Committees are, 
therefore, requested to orgamze campaigns for funds as qmckly 
as possible, and remit them to the Tnpura State Committee 
In the present s1tuat1on this task has become extremely ur
gent and the Poht Bureau hopes that our State Committees 
will attach the greatest urgency to this appeal and nse to the 
occasion, to extend a helpmg hand to our suffermg Tnpura 
comrades 



Central Committee Communique* 
Central Committee of the CPl(M) after its meeting 
held on June 21-22, 1991, issued this communique 
on June 24, 1991 

The elections to the Tenth Lok Sabha were held under extra
ordmary circumstances, when the country faced a multi-fac
eted cns1s affectmg all spheres-poht1cal, economic and social 

The tragic assassmat1on of RaJlV Gandhi only compounded 
the s1tuat1on, sharply exposmg the attempts bemg made by 
U S 1mpenahsm to destab1hze our country The Central 
Committee of the CPl(M) congratulates the people of India 
for successfuly completmg the election process under these 
difficult circumstances, and thanks all those who voted for 
the CPl(M), the Left and its alhes. It calls upon all patnollc 
Indians to strengthen the struggle agamst these machmations 

These elections, bemg held w1thm 16 months of the 1989 
Lok Sabha elections, followed the unprecedented challenge 
of the communal danger Widespread nots have taken a heavy 
toll of hves This 1s the result of the mflammatory rousmg 
of communal passions by the BJP and its other communal 
outfits This senous challenge to the secular basis of 
India's pohty comes at a time when the threats to national 
umty Jiave reached alarmmg proportions, with Kashmir be
mg m a state of secess1omst msurgency, and the s1tuat1on m 
Punjab havmg been further aggravated by the moves of the 
Chandra Shekhar Government. The econorruc cns1s has reached 
a flashpomt. The country 1s facmg bankruptcy People's hard
ships are mountmg through unprecedented mflat1on and 
growmg unemployment. 

*Published m 'PEoPu's DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, June 30, 1991 
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Hung Parliament Once Again 
The elections takmg place m this background, have once 
agam produced a hung Parliament The Congress(!) gomg 
mto the campaign with its mam slogan of stab1hty, could 
wm only 54 out of the 204 seats that went to the poll on 
May 20 Followmg RaJIV Gandhi's assassmatlon and the 
consequent sympathy that 1t generated for the Congress(!), 
saw the latter remarkably improve 1ts ratmgs and emerge as 
the smgle largest party m Parliament It is a reflection of 
the deep cns1s engulfing our country that despite the sym
pathy, the Congress(I) could not wm an absolute maJonty 
The naked terror unleashed by the Congress(I) Government 
m Tnpura only highlighted the authontanan character of the 
party It unashamedly exploited the tragic assassmauon for 
narrow partisan electorl\l benefit m Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu etc, at a time when the people had to be umted 
to squarely face the challenge posed by those who are out 
to destab1hze our country These have further exposed the 
bankrupt Congress(!) policies. 

Rising Communal Danger 

Notwithstandmg the dismal performance of the BJP m the 
the three States where tt runs the Governments, 1t has been 
a gamer m these elections takmg the country as a whole, 
havmg won 123 (four Shiv Sena) seats, and commg second 
m 128 seats. Its overall percentage of votes has gone up to 
around 20 per cent as compared to 11 4 per cent m 1989, 
makmg a maJor breakthrough m U P, by wmnmg the as
sembly elections With tremendous unexplamed monetary 
resources at its command, utihzmg all available methods of 
propaganda, and unleashmg a frenzied communal campaign, 
the BJP managed to secure these victories The ground-level 
campaign run by the various communal outfits spewed venom 
and hatred agamst the mmonttes and advocated a Hmdu 
Rashtra 

This sharply bnngs out the danger that the communal 
forces pose to the very secular foundations of the Indian 
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Umon Unless this challenge 1s umtedly faced by the Left, 
democratic and secular forces, the very umty and 1Dtegnty 
of this mult1-rehg1ous, multi-ethmc and mult1-l1Dgmst1c country 
1s ID grave danger 

National Front-Left Front 
The NF-JD performance has not been up to expectations. 
The JD's reverses ID UP and ID the south has brought down 
its expected tally It must, however, be noted that the JD 
achieved remarkable successes ID B1har, rout1Dg both the 
Congress(!) and the BJP It was the only force which could 
put up a fight aga1Dst the BJP ID U P. with the Congress(!) 
hav1Dg flopped at the hust1Dgs. 

The CPl(M) and the Left have ma1Dta1Ded their pos1t1on 
ID the Lok Sabha with a m1Dor improvement. The outstand-
1Dg performance has been ID West Bengal where the CPl(M)
led Left Front has once agalD, for the fourth successive 
term, swept the State Assembly polls, capturing more than 
three-fourths of the seats and concedlDg only five of the 42 
parliamentary seats to the Congress(!) The Central Com
mittee has congratulated the people of West Bengal, the 
State umt of the CPl(M) and the Left Front for this record 
creditable performance. 

Of the 5 8 seats that the CPl(M) effectively contested to 
the Lok Sabha, 1t has won 35. 

The results ID Kerala have been a d1sappo1Dtment. The 
CPl(M)-led LDF was expected to be re-elected with a ma
JOnty to the State Assembly. The sympathy generated by 
Ra11v Gandhi's assass1Dat1on mamfested itself ID a marg1Dal 
mcrease ID the UDP vote, enabl1Dg It to 1Dcrease its tally of 
seats ID a big way The difference between the two Fronts 
ID terms of votes was only 2 6 per cent. The LDF's percent
age of votes went up from 44 9 per cent ID 1987, to 45.9 per 
cent, but the UDF vote went up from 44 3 per cent to 48 5 
per cent Another important reason for the LDF's defeat was 
the opportumst1c l1Dk up between the Congress(!) and the 
BJP, similar to what had happened ID the 1989 Lok Sabha 
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elect10ns The Congress(!), followmg its record of compro
mises with communal forces, put together a caste1st and 
communal UDF which aligned with both the BJP and the 
Muslim League As compared to the 1989 elections, the 
BJP vote m the State went down by 1 9 per cent, even 
though it contested more seats This unprmc1pled under
standmg between the BJP and the Congress(!) is exposed by 
the fact that it is only m Kerala that the BJP vote percentage 
has dropped, while it has gone up m all other States 

The CPl(M) and the Left which have been the most con
sistent fighters agamst authontanamsm, communalism and 
separatism, have been the target of those forces which are 
out to destroy the umty and mtegnty of our country The 
unprecedented terror unleashed by the Congress(!) m Tnpura 
forced the CPI(M) to abstam from the elections. In Punjab, 
the contmued killings by the terronsts created an atmos
phere where free and fau election was made totally 1mpos
s1ble The CPl(M) had, therefore, decided to withdraw from 
the elections here as well. If the CPl(M)'s proposals had 
been accepted, many a hfe could have been saved and the 
democratic process restored m the State Now that the elec
t10ns have been postponed, the Government must ensure 
that all steps are taken for a free and fair poll 

Role of the Election Commission 

Despite a senes of representations, the CEC, after the assas
smat1on, reneged its earher understandmg and refused to 
accept the proposal of the CPI(M) to dehnk the Punjab 
elect10ns from those m the rest of the country, m order to 
provide adequate secunty and time for a proper poht1cal 
campaign With regard to Tnpura, the Election Comm1ss1on 
was blatantly partisan m refusmg to recognize the reahty 
that free and fau elections could not be held. It refused to 
postpone elections despite concrete evidence of the naked 
terror unleashed by the Congress(!) Many were murdered, 
hundreds had to leave theu homes, and property worth crores 
was destroyed Beside the CPl(M), the BJP and mdependent 
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(one an Editor of the largest cuculated vernacular daily) 
candidates withdrew from the elections It must be recalled 
that nme top IAS officers had earher wntten to the CEC 
that free and fair electtons were not possible 

What was stranger was the fact that despite innumerable 
complaints, no repollmg was ordered ID the Varanas1 parha
mentary constituency while without any official compla1Dt 
from the Retum1Dg Officer, repollmg was ordered 10 the 
Howrah parliamentary constituency 10 West Bengal. There 
are many other mstances of such unjust and blatantly par
tisan dec1S1ons of the CEC particularly ID relation to Bihar 
The Central Committee of the CPl(M) goes on record to 
protest agamst this gross abuse 10 the functJonmg of the 
Election Comm1ss1on 

The Minority Congress(I) Government 

The Congress(!) has now formed a mmonty Government at 
the Centre. It 1s yet to officially announce its approach to 
the burmng problems facmg the country The CPl(M) and 
the Left, along with the National Front and J D , respect1Dg 
the people's mandate, will sit m the Oppos1t1on Our atti
tude to the Government on crucial issues confrontmg the 
country will be based on its positions It must give pnonty 
m tacklmg the questions of Punjab, Kashmir and Assam 
Though the Punjab elections have now been postponed, 1f 
the Congress(!) Government wishes to senously resolve the 
problem, 1t must take the political 1mt1at1ve to implement 
important prov1S1ons of the RajIV-Longowal Accord 

Given the contmued IDflammatory communal situation, 
1t 1s imperative that this Government should m1t1ate a nego
tiated settlement to resolve the Ram Janmabhoom1-Babn 
MasJ1d issue or ensure adherence to a court verdict It should 
declare that none will be allowed to disturb the status quo 
by force It must urgently bnng forward leg1slat1on for 
mamtammg the status quo of all rehg1ous places, as of 
August 15, 1947. 

Given the serious economic cns1s and the plea of the 
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Government to seek an IMP loan, the people of our country 
and Parliament must be told of the conditions the Government 
would accept The CPl(M) Central Committee reiterated its 
oppos1t1on to the IMP cond1t1onalit1es which will only sub
vert our self-reliance and place the country's economy at the 
mercy of 1mpenalist finance capital 

The CPl(M) and the Left will decide its attitude to the 
pohc1es of the Government on the ments of each issue 
Keepmg m mmd the people's verdict it is of the view that 
m the present situation, the country can ill-afford another 
early ·election But this depends on the approach and poli
cies of the Congress(!) Government The CPl(M) and the 
Left will consistently oppose all anti-people pohcies of the 
Government. 

Forge Mass Struggles 
The mulll-faceted cnsis bemg faced by our country is the 
result of the four-decade-long bourgeois-landlord pohc1es 
pursued by successive governments. In the present s1tuat1on, 
the burdens of the cnsis are bound to be pushed on to the 
shoulders of the common man. The Central Committee of 
the CPl(M) has decided to mtensify the people's struggles 
for a better hvehhood, for better Centre-State relallons, elec
toral reforms and proportional representation, to fight against 
atrocilles on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tnbes, de
fence of mmont1es and for social JUSUce The Central Com
mittee of the CPl(M) calls upon all its umts to actively 
champion the people's mterests while strengthenmg the struggle 
agamst authontarian attacks and the communal offensive 
The CPl(M) and the Left, along with its allies, the National 
Front and J D which together constitute the second largest 
formallon m Parliament, will work together strengthemng 
this umty m people's struggles. 

Fourteenth Party Congress 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) has decided to 
convene the Fourteenth Party Congress at Madras from 
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January 3 to 9, 1992 This Congress 1s of immense s1gmfi
cance, given the senous developments m the mternat1onal 
s1tuat1on and the national developments The Central Com
mittee has adopted the time-table for the Congress and m
structed all the State Committees to start preparations for 
this Congress immediately by m1t1atmg the process at dif
ferent levels-branch, local, area, d1stnct and State. 

Vol XXIIl-36 



Resolution on Post-Election Tactics* 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) which met on 
June 21-22, 1991, adopted the following resolution on the 
post-electwn tactics 

1 With the formation of the Congress(!) Government at 
the Centre and on the basis of the people's mandate ID the 
lOth Lok Sabha elections, the CPI(M) will cont1Due to sit ID 

the Oppos1tton 
2 The CPl(M) and the Left parties will contmue to mamtam 

relations with the National Front and the Janata Dai 
3. Keepmg ID mlDd the people's mood and the present 

situation, the country can di afford another early election 
But this depends upon the pohc1es of the Congress(!) Gov
ernment The Central Committee from ttme to time will 
review the s1tuat1on and adopt the necessary tactics 

4 In meetmg the grave challenges wh1c" the country 1s 
facmg today, hke the separatist menace ID Kashmir, Punjab, 
Assam etc , which 1s threaten1Dg the umty of the country; 
the threat to national umty ans1Dg from communal and d1-
v1s1ve forces, the CPl(M) will make a positive contribution 
to findmg a solutton to such problems. 

5 While opposmg all authontar1an and anti-people poh
c1es, the CPl(M) will contmue to struggle for better Centre
State relations, safeguardmg and strengthen1Dg democracy, 
electoral reforms, fightmg agamst atrocities on SC/STs, defence 
of mmont1es, and for social JUstlce 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, June 30, 1991 
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6 While sk1llfully usmg the floor of Parhament to ad
vance the cause of the democratic masses and m the best 
mterests of the country, we will concentrate on developmg 
mass movements of the workers, peasants, youth, students, 
women and other to1hng milhons, aimed at res1stmg the 
pohc1es that throw burdens of the cns1s on the common 
man, and struggle for the betterment of the cond1t1ons of the 
toilmg masses 

7 In the background of the Bahn MaSJHilRamJanmabhoom1 
controversy, the BJP spreadmg its base throughout the country, 
securmg around 20 per cent of the polled votes and 120 
seats m the Lok Sabha, and its commg mto power m U P, 
a very critical situation 1s bound to develop m U P havmg 
senous repercu!ls1ons on the whole country This 1s bound 
to create pamc among the people belongmg to the mmonty 
commumty. We will have to umte all the Left, democratic 
and secular forces to meet this challenge. 

8 The CPl(M) will contmuc to function as an mdepend
ent group ms1de Parliament, effectively function to ensure 
Left coordmat1on, and strengthen cooperation with the National 
Front and the Janata Dai 



[ill] 
CPl(M) Assails Rupee Devaluation* 
Statement issued by the Polit Bureau 

The devaluation of the rupee by 9 56 per cent v1s-a-v1s the 
U S dollar, and depreciation of the rupee similarly agamst 
other major currencies, is clearly a step taken to fulfil one 
of the IMF conditionahties The Fmance Minister's demal 
that the devaluation 1s not connected with the IMF loan will 
not convince anybody 

The overall impact of the devaluation will be to mcrease 
the mflat1onary burdens on the common people This step IS 

gomg to increase the costs of a number of imported com
modiues and essential items such as petroleum products 
This will be followed up with hikes m administered pnces 
of petroleum products and through it pnces of other com
modities will be hiked up The devaluation therefore, will 
directly affect the real wages of the poor and salaned classes 
as they will have to bear the burden 

The Naras1mha Rao Government has embarked on the 
dangerous path of squeezing the workmg people at the dic
tates of the IMF and the whole package of measures pro
posed to meet the economic cnsis will worsen the cond1-
t10ns of the people 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly opposes this 
measure and calls upon the Central Government once agam 
to place the whole terms and cond1t10ns of the IMP before 
Parhament m Its forthcommg sess10n 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 7, 1991 



CPl(M)'s Greetings to Communist Party 
of China on its 70th Anniversary* 

The following message was sent to the Central Committee 
of the CPC from the Central Committee of the CPl(M) on 
the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the founding of the 
Communist Party of China, on July 1, 1921. 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) warmly greets the Commumst Party of Ch10a, on 
the 70th anmversary of its found10g It expressed its confi
dence that the people of Ch10a, led by their tned and tested 
party, wtll successfully complete thetr revolution and atta10 
thetr goal of a vibrant, dynamic and Soc1ahst Ch10a 

In these seventy years the CPC has traversed a thorny 
and difficult path, undergo10g great tnals and tnbulattons 
The world-shak10g October Revolution and the settmg up of 
the Commumst International had a particularly electnfymg 
10spuat1on as impact on the people groanmg under the co
lomal-feudal yoke As a result Commumst Parties came to 
be formed 10 a number of these countnes, and 10 parttcular 
10 Ch10a, which saw one of the earhest responses to these 
revolutionary developments On July 1, 10 Shanghai, the 
Commumst Party of Chma was set up Even then the most 
'10dustnahzed' of the port cities of a vastly backward Chma, 
and the centre of the workmg class movement, where many 
more fierce class battles were to be fought, tt was not for
tmtous that Shanghai saw the birth of what was to be the 

*Published m 'PEoPLt:'s DEMOCRACY', New Delhr, July 7, 1991 The 
greetmg was despatched to CPC on July 1, 1991 
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decmve revolut10nary force of the next three decades till 
hberat10n 

Chma was then a vast peasant country steeped m a back
ward, stulttfymg feudahsm, characterized by archic customs 
and harsh and ruthless exploitation of its people, on the one 
hand On the other, it was bemg systematically subjected to 
the maraudmg and predatory mterventtons by vanous impe
nahst powers, greedily seekmg a foothold m the vast and 
potentially nch, as yet unopened hmterland In this frame
work, the CPC, addressmg itself to the task of removmg 
these two basic obstacles, went straight mto the work of 
orgamzmg what it formulated as the National Democratic 
Revolution with its twm objectives of throwmg out impen
ahsm and overthrowmg feudalism 

Advancmg towards a correct lme, the party became m 
time a major political force to be reckoned with m the country's 
pohty The failure of the msurrectlons m the urban centres 
of Shanghai and Canton, brought home an important les
son : for the revolution to be successful, the workmg class 
would have to forge an alliance with the peasantry, and 
through its deeds as well as its words, it would have to wm 
the confidence of the entire peasantry It ultimately suc
ceeded m bmldmg a broad front, the class alliance of the 
workmg class and peasantry as Its core 

While m the process of bmldmg this front it forged an 
alliance also with the Kuommtang But the latter, fnghtened 
of the Party's growmg revolutionary strength and mfluence, 
and its uncomprom1smg stand agamst impenahsm, broke 
with the CPC, and m fact turned agamst it, m a number of 
extermmat1on campaigns, m 1927, 1928 and 1929 Ulti
mately the party had to remove its forces to the north of the 
country Hence began the epic Long March to Yenan, where 
base areas were set up. 

Here on, correctly applymg Marx1sm-Lemmsm to the con
crete conditions of Chma, began the prolonged ideological 
and pohtical battle to wm the confidence of Chma's people 
Throughout this penod, the presence and assistance of a 
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Soc1ahst power on its border-the USSR-proved of great 
help to 1t 

Despite the gnm battle on its hands, the CPC, acutely 
conscious of the 1Dtemat1onal character of its own struggle, 
always mamta1Ded a keen 1Dterest ID the Commumst move
ment ID other countries The CPl(M) will always remember 
the fraternal help and advice extended to the umted CPI and 
the Commumst movement ID the early th1rt1es, ID the three
Party Letter co-authored by the Commumst Parties of ChlDa, 
Bntam and Germany The Letter, com1Dg soon after the Meerut 
Conspiracy Tnal, advised and stressed the necessity of set
tmg up a broad ant1-1mpenalist front and bigger class alli
ance for the struggle for liberation 

Agamst the Japanese 1Dvas1on of ChlDa, an anti-Japanese 
alliance was agalD forged with the Kuom1Dtang And this 
time the CPC earned forward the war to a successful con
clusion ttll Its tnumphal entry 1Dto Be1J1Dg, and the decla
ration of a People's Republic of ChlDa on October 1, 1949 

Thus had the CPC wntten a glonous chapter ID the an
nals of the world revolutionary movement The liberatton of 
Ch1Da from 1mpenalism and feudalism was the biggest h1s
tonc event after the victory ID the Anti-Fascist War. All this 
brought about a big shift ID the correlation of class forces 
on a world scale 

Hereafter, the Party undertook the formidable task of build
mg a 'New Democracy' ID ChlDa, and lay1Dg the founda
t10ns of a socialist society 

Faced with an extremely backward economy, a vast, 
1lhterate and poverty-stncken population, the country had 
aiso to meet the hostile attempts of 1mpenahsm to negate 
the ga1Ds of the revolution Over four decades, led by the 
CPC, the people of Chma have overcome these d1fficult1es 
and marched ahead Despite some serious mistakes com
mitted, the Party, and the people learnmg from expen
ence, themselves overcome them Now when senous setbacks 
have been expenenced ID the advance of Socialist cons
truct1on, the CPC contmues to adhere to Marx1sm-Lemmsm 
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as the gmde to action, for the further advance of the 
revolution 

Even when 1mpenahsm 1s trymg to isolate Chma, 1t 1s 
stnvmg its utmost to peacefully umte the country 

Today 1t 1s one of the biggest contmgents of the mterna
ttonal Commumst movement, and contmues to play a cru
cial role m the struggle for peace, Sociahsm and democracy 

The CPl(M) has always stood for good relations between 
Chma and India, and made its utmost contnbutton to this 
end Such improvement we are sure will help m the com
mon struggle for the hberatton of humamty from expl01tatton 



Polit Bureau on Murder of 
Soviet Engineer* 
Statement dated July 10, 1991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the k1lhng 
of the Soviet engmeer, Serge1 Gretchenko, who was kid
napped and held hostage by the ULFA The k1llmg of this 
c1v1han hostage is a reprehensible and cowardly act It is 
extremely unfortunate that the murder comes after the Assam 
Government's declSlon to release all ULFA men m pnson 
through a general amnesty 

It was expected that after the peaceful conduct of the 
elections m the State, peace and normalcy would be re
stored 10 Assam But the recent act1v1ttes of the ULFA m 
k1dnappmg a number of people and the ktlhng of the Soviet 
engmeer md1cates that they have not yet given up their d1s
rupt1ve act1v1t1es The release of all the ULFA men, 670 of 
them, mcludmg those mvolved m senous cases, without any 
assurance that they will abandon terronsttc act1v1ttes and 
cooperate m restoring the democratic process, raises doubts 
m the mmds of the people as to the vahd1ty of such a 
dec1s10n for general amnesty Moreover, neither the State 
nor the Central Government thought it fit to take the major 
poht1cal parties mto full confidence, as this is not a matter 
concernmg the rulmg party alone but the whole country 

The Poht Bureau demands a fuller statement from the 
Government on the situation m Assam and the steps it pro
poses to take. 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Dclh1, July 14, 1991 



~ 
CPl(M) Protests Pledging of Gold* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated July 8, 1991 
to Press 

The report that the Government of India has exported 21 
tonnes of gold for sale abroad, is highly disturbmg The 
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands of the Congress(!) 
Government full details of this gold transaction, as it is 
contrary to the announcement made by the Fmance Minister 
himself, recently, that efforb would be made to recover the 
gold which was mortgaged abroad by the Chandra Shekhar 
Government 

The Poht Bureau strongly protests the manner m which 
major economic pohcy decmons are bemg taken by the 
Congress(!) Government One after another ad hoe pronounce
ments are bemg made by the Fmance Mmister and other 
Mmisters which are geared to makmg major pohcy changes 
The impression has been created that the Government is m 
a pamc to meet the IMP conditionahties and is endangering 
the country's econom1c sovereignty Neither the Opposition 
parties nor the people are bemg taken mto confidence A 
senes of major pohcy pronouncements regardmg trade pohcy, 
dilution of MRTP Act, more pnvatizahon and hberahzauon 
are bemg made on the eve of the Parliament session This 
also shows gross contempt for Parhament The Poht Bureau 
warns the Narasimha Rao Government not to adopt such 
pohcy measures without their bemg discussed m Parhament 
first The Government must come out with its comprehen
sive framework of economic pohcies and place it before 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delht, July 14, 1991 
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Parliament The Poht Bureau reiterates its opposition to all 
such proposals which would mean dismantling the pubhc 
sector, open the doors mdiscnmmately to foreign capital, 
and surrender to the IMF conditionahties 



Polit Bureau on Second Devaluation* 
Statement dated July 3, 1991, issued to Press 

The RBI has announced a second successive devaluation of 
the rupee agarnst major currencies w1thm a space of three 
days By this second devaluation amountmg to 10 6 per cent 
to 11 1 per cent of the rupee agamst major currencies, the 
rupee has depreciated by 18 8 per cent vis-a-vis the dollar 
It is well-known that the IMF has been demandmg a 17-18 
per cent devaluauon of the rupee This devaluation is com
mg m the background of the deprec1at1on of the rupee al
ready by 20 per cent (on an annualized basis) smce the 
begmnmg of this year This second devaluation md1cates the 
desperation of the Central Government to acquire the IMF 
loan (upper tranche) and an emergency short-term loan by 
meeting all its condiuonahhes whatever its adverse reper
cussions for the country and the people To call this meas
ure a "routme adjustment" is to msult the mtelhgence of the 
Indian people 

Despite the protests by all Opposition parties and the 
Pnme Minister's disclaimer that the Government 1s not g1v
mg mto IMF pressures m this regard, it is clear that the 
Narasimha Rao Government 1s gomg full steam ahead to 
uncond1t1onally meet all the IMF conditionahues It 1s also 
evident that the Congress(!) Government 1s not w11lmg to 
contemplate alternative measures mcludmg stricter import 
controls, enhanced direct taxation and austenty measures 
which would mean squeezmg the affluent sect10ns 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 14. 1991 
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The net effect of the devaluat10n will be marginal m 
1mprovmg our export performance and trade balance and 
will be maJor m adversely affecting the hvehhood of the 
peo'ple It is gomg to fuel mflat1on, hike up pnces of all 
essential commod1t1es and eat mto the meagre earmngs of 
the workmg people who will be left defenceless when sub
s1d1es are also cut 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon all demo
cratic sections and mass orgamzatlons to protest the course 
adopted by the Congress(!) Government The dangerous 
1mphcat1ons both for the country's sovereignty and the peo
ple's hvehhood must be widely propagated Any move to 
impose the IMF dictated burdens on the common people 
must be resisted by big mass struggles. 



Polit Bureau on Cauvery 
Water Dispute* 
Statement dated July 8, 1991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its concern at the 
exacerbation of the dispute over the Cauvery waters distn
bution between Karnataka and Tanul Nadu The Cauvery 
Water Disputes Tnbunal had announced an mtenm award 
of 205 TMC waters to be released by Karnataka to 
Tamil Nadu annually pending a final settlement. 

After this award, efforts are being made to pit the people 
of both States against each other which 1s exceedmgly un
fortunate Confrontation on such an issue must be avoided 
at all costs. 

The Congress(I) Central Government has a special re
sponsibility m this regard as in both the States there 1s a 
Congress(I) Government and a Congress(l)-supported Gov
ernment The Central Government must, therefore, 1mmed1-
ately mtervene m the matter to settle the problem connected 
with the mtenm award 

*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Dclh1, July 14, I~. 



CPI(M)-C.P. Portugal Joint 
Communique* 

A delegation of the Portuguese Commumst Party headed by 
its General Secretary, Alvaro Cunhal, and mcludmg a mem
ber of its Secretanat, Albano Nunes, was welcomed by a 
delegation of the CPl(M) compnsmg Harktshan Smgh Sur1eet, 
M Basavapunnatah, E. Balanandan, members of the Pollt 
Bureau, and Prakash Karat and S1taram Yechury, members 
of the Central Secretanat, on July 15, 1991. The PCP del
egation 1s ID India on a two-day v1s1t for d1scuss1ons with 
Commumst Parties and met the CPl(M) leaders at the Cen
tral Committee office at New Delhi 

The followmg JOIDt commumque was issued by both the 
Parties after d1scuss1ons 

Both the Parties exchanged views regard1Dg the current 
1Dtemat1onal situation and developments ID the Commumst 
movement The long frmtful d1scuss1ons revealed that the 
approach of both our Parties on the new threats bemg posed 
by world 1mpenahsm and the developments m the Commu
mst movement were s1mtlar 

Both the Parties assessed the severe setbacks faced by 
world Sociahsm, followmg the collapse of East European 
Governments These do not constitute a fatlure of Social-
1sm It was the result of d1stort10ns and departures from the 
Commumst ideals Both the Parties underlmed that Marx1sm
l ,.mmsm 1s mtnns1cally d1alect1c and anti-dogmatic and, as 

tt should contmue to develop and ennch itself by 
Ji9Ubhshed ID 'PEoPLE' s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 21, 1991 
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studymg new and relevant situations, phenomena, proces~es 
and expenences They underlmed the determmant role of 
the workmg class m social transformation They highhghted 
the need to strengthen cooperation and sohdanty between 
the Commumst Parties, revolutionary, progressive and demo
cratic forces m the people's struggles agamst impenahsm 

The role of 1mpenahsm was h1ghhghted, particularly Its 
new aggressiveness followmg the U S war m the Gulf The 
utmost vigilance needs to be exercised and a stron,ger peo
ple's movement will have to be built m order to resist 1m
penahst attempts to impose its 'new world order' which it 
seeks, for its ob3ecttve of global hegemony and economic 
subjugation of the developmg world 

Both the Parties appraised each other of the activities m 
their respective countnes, and decided to further strengthen 
the bilateral relations between their Parties and act m um
son agamst the onslaught of world reaction m the present 
cnt1cal moment 

The CPl(M) paid tnbute to the leadership and members 
of the Portuguese Communist Party who carry a glonous 
hentage of steadfast struggle agamst fascism and for up
holdmg the cause of peace, democracy and Soc1ahsm. 



CPI(M) Protests Rail Budget* 
Polit Bureau issued statement dated July 16, 1991, 
to Press 

The railway budget proposals announced on the floor of 
Parliament today have imposed m add1t1onal burden of 
Rs 584 crore on the people for the current financial year 

Freight charges have been proposed to be hiked by 10 
per cent, rates for parcels and luggage are also to go up by 
10 per cent, second class railway fares of ordinary trams are 
to go up by Re 1 00 to Rs 5 00 depending on distances, 
and of Mad/Express trams by Re 1 00 to Rs 20 00 But the 
most ferocious attacks have been reserved for daily com
muters whose second class monthly season tickets are to go 
up by Rs 4 00 to Rs 16 00 according to the distances trav
elled Not content with 1t the Railway Mm1ster obliquely 
hmts that he intends to mcrease the faies of monthly season 
tickets still more m the current f~ar 

The Polit Bureau also voices its opposition to the Rail
way Mm1ster's proposal of pnvat1zat1on of catering and con
servancy services 

Coupled with devaluation of the rupee, the 1mpos1llon of 
further levies m the railway budget will only heap further 
n\1senes on the common man The Polit Bureau calls upon 
the people to raise their voice of protest agamst such ant1-
people actions of the Congress(!) Government The attacks 
must be resisted Fight must be earned on ms1de and out
side Parhament The general budget 1s yet to come The 

*Published ID 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Deihl, July 21.1991 
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future, as antlcipated by us, IS full of forebodings for the 
common man There Is no option left for the people but to 
fight against such attempts at shifting the burdens of the 
cnsis on theu shoulders 



Judicial Probe Demanded on 
Pilibhit Killings* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated July 18, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its concern over 
the report m a leadmg newspaper that the ten alleged Punjab 
extremists who were shot by the pohce at Pihbhit on July 13, 
1991, were actually pdgnms who were killed m three sepa
rate fake encounters orgamzed by the distnct pohce authon~ 
ties This report, 1f true, 1s highly d1sturbmg Such "encoun
ters" to kill people m cold blood by the pohce is shockmg 
This will play mto the hands of the extremists and have 
senous repercuss10ns m Punjab 

The Poht Bureau demands that the BJP Government m 
U P take a senous view of the matter It must immediately 
take steps to pumsh the gmlty officials after venfymg the 
facts A judicial enquiry must also be mstituted mto the 
affatr 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, July 28, 1991 



Defeat Move to Privatize Banks* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) declared its stand 
in a statement dated July 17, 1991 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its strong con
cern about the reports from various sources that the Govern
ment of India 1s m the process of m1t1atmg moves to priva
tize pubhc sector banks It 1s reported that the State Bank 
of India, Canara Bank and the Punjab National Bank are the 
1mmed1ate targets m the privatization exercise The openmg 
up of the eqmt1es of the SBI for sale to pubhc 1s a strong 
md1cator of the direction 

It is obvious that the proposed moves are m response to 
the pressures of the IMF and World Bank which have been 
trymg to get a foothold m India's bankmg and insurance 
mdustry 

The Poht Bureau draws the attention of the people to the 
historical fact that the nat1onahzat1on of banks m 1969-71 
period was a major step undertaken to strengthen our economy 
Any move now to privatize the banks will be an utterly 
retrogade measure 

The Polit Bureau appeals to all democratic forces m the 
country to resist and defeat such a reactionary move 

*Publtshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delht, July 28, 1991 



Polit Bureau on Cauvery 
Water Dispute* 
Statement dated July 24, 1991, issued to Press 
urging upon the Union Government to initiate 
talks for settlement 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its concern at the 
recent developments m connection with the Cauvery water 
dispute which are hkely to lead to the growth of feelings of 
mutual hostthty between the people of Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka The proposed bandh on July 26, 1991 m both 
the States md1cates the senousness of the s1tuat1on 

The CPl(M) has been urgmg on the Government of India 
to take urgent steps to fmd a solution to the 1mmed1ate 
problem by m1t1atmg talks between the two State Govern
ments The failure of the Congress(!) Central Government 
to m1t1ate any such move has now led to the aggravation of 
the conflict Even now It 1s not too late The Poht Bureau 
once agam calls upon the Central Government to reahze its 
respons1b1hty m this regard and urgently mtervene to settle 
the dispute concernmg the mtenm award 

The CPl(M) calls upon the people of both the States to 
be on guard agamst all tendencies which could damage the 
fraternal relattons between the people of the two States 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 4, 1991 
Refer Document under Item No 194 of this Volume 



~ 
Fascistic Threats to CPl(M) MP* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated July 27, 1991, recording its protest 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the abusive 
letters and threatenmg phone calls bemg received by its 
MP Zamal Abedm, after he moved a Pnvate Member's Reso
lution m the Lok Sabha askmg for a leg1slat1on for mam
tammg the status quo for rehg1ous shrmes m the country as 
on August 15, 194 7, barnng the disputed Ram3anmabhoom1-
Babn Mas31d which should be decided either through a 
negotiated settlement or a court verdict 

The forces which are mdulgmg m these threats are simi
lar to the Khahstam extremists who seek to divide the coun
try on rehg1ous Imes The BJP and the VHP are out to 
destroy the very basis and accepted norms of a secular demo
cratic India which is reflected m the move of the BJP State 
Government m U P to remove the portraits of Mahatma 
Gandhi from Government offices 

The VHP General Secretary has charged the Left parties 
with obstructmg the construction of the Ram Temple at the 
disputed site m Ayodhya It is natural for the VHP to target 
the Left as it is the most consISCent defender of seculansm 
and national umty m the country In fact, the charge betrays 
the total isolation of the VHP's communal stance which is 
not supported by any political party except the BJP 
Mr Smghal cannot be ignorant of the fact that the Congress(I), 
the National Front and the Left parties have all, m theIT 
elect10n mamsfestoes, categoncally expressed themselves m 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 4, 1991 
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favour of a legislation for maintaining the status quo of 
religious places as on August 15, 1947. As for Mr. Singhal's 
claim that the Congress(I) would come to an understanding 
if the construction work for the temple begins, it is up to 
the Congress(!) to clarify its position on this issue. 

The congenital anti-Communist vituperative outbursts of 
the VHP General Secretary are nothing new. The forces that 
murdered Mahatma Gandhi and the supporters of the feudal 
hierarchy in the struggle against British colonialism can hardly 
tolerate forces which stand for the building of a modern, 
democratic and secular India. 



CPl(M) Demands Political Parties 
Meet on Kashmir* 
Statement issued by the Polit Bureau 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) calls on the Government to 
immediately convene a meet10g of poht1cal parties to dis
cuss the worsen10g s1tuatton 10 Kashmir The lack of poht1-
cal 101t1attve is only compound10g the dangerous s1tuat1on 
ex1st10g 10 the Valley The Government of India should im
mediately take 1mt1at1ves for announc10g necessary meas
ures lead10g towards a solution of the problem. A Pubhc 
Gnevance Cell must be immediately established so that the 
genu10e gnevances of the people can be addressed Imme
diate steps must be taken to ensure that the poht1cal parties 
and forces which are uphold10g the cause of India's umty 
and integnty are~ able to discharge their act1v1ttes unh10-
dered The Kashmir problem cannot be resolved by merely 
br10g10g back to hfe the suspended Assembly What is re
qmred is a set of poht1cal 101t1at1ves that can 10st11l confi
dence 10 the people and meet their genu10e gnevances. 

*Published ID 'PEoPL.E's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 18, 1991 



Polit Bureau on Chundur Massacre* 
Statement dated August 10, 1991, issued to Press 

The ghastly massacre of 20 hanjans ID the coastal village of 
Chundur, 50 kilometres from Guntur ID Andhra Pradesh, 1s 
yet another example of such ghastly atroc1t1es be1Dg enacted 
agamst and agalD ID very many States. The barbanc act is 
a mockery of democratic nghts enjoyed m this country by 
the tnbals and the hanjans. Socially ostrac1zed and ruth
lessly exploited, these poorest sections of our commumty 
become the object of physical attack and hqmdat1on at the 
shghtest pretext. 

The Poht Bureau condemns this he1Dous cnme commit
ted on these people The terror created by the maraudmg 
forces of thugs was such that almost the entire village fled 
to Tenah to save their hves 

The Andhra Pradesh Government's declaration that there 
would be a jud1c1al enquiry and the find1Dgs would be for
warded to the Government m three months 1s a callous re
sponse to such a grave s1tuat1on of barbanc nature 

The Poht Bureau demands that the culpnts be 1mmed1-
ately arrested and brought to tnal The Government should 
bnng back the hanjans to their village and rehab1htate them 
Pohce protection should be ensured to them so that they can 
hve in peace. 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMocaAcv', New Delln, August 18, 1991 



Polit Bureau on Situation in Punjab* 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
is seriously concerned at the support extended by the SGPC 
to the call given by the Khahstam extremists boycottmg 
Independence Day Celebrations. It must be recalled that it 
was such an involvement of the SGPC m the past that gave 
a filhp to the activities of the secessiomsts 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the Govern
ment to take all necessary measures and ensure that normal 
activity is not disturbed on August 14 and 15 due to the 
bandh call given by secessiomst forces The moderate sec
t10ns of the Akahs must reahze where theu pohttcs of fail
ure to demarcate from the secess1omsts have landed them 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) warns the Government 
of India that its contmuous pohcy of dnft concernmg a 
solution to the Punjab problem will only lead to disastrous 
consequences. While talkmg of holdmg elections. neither 
any adm1mstrattve nor political measures have been m1U
ated The CPl(M) calls upon the Government of India to 
immediately m1ttate such measures which will fac1htate the 
holdmg of an early, free and fau election. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the people of 
Punjab, while strugglmg for theu JUSt demands, not to fall 
prey to the ant1-nat1onal designs of the secess10msts 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 18, 1991 
Refer Documents under Item Nos 159, 179, 181 and 182 of this Volume 



Polit Bureau on Finance Minister's 
Statement on BCCI* 
Statement dated August 9, 1991, issued demanding 
high level investigation and probe into BCCI affairs 
in India and its international ramifications 

The statement on the Bank of Credit and Commercial Inter
nattonal affairs made by the Fmance Mm1ster m Parhament 
is totally unsausfactory It has been widely deplored m the 
pnnt media and by pubhc op1mon. The statement betrays 
complacency and worse, susp1c1ons of a cover up, with re
gard to the d1sturbmg report of the BCCI's illegal opera
t10ns These charges pertam to conmvance m sendmg out 
money abroad tllegally for corrupt pohttc1ans and bureau
crats, brokermg corrupt deals, financial lmks with terronst 
groups and penetration by the CIA of the Bank's illegal 
act1v1ties These charges have grave 1mphcat10ns for the 
country's sovereignty and secunty 

The Government statement does not even assure that a 
probe will be conducted. The Poht Bureau demands a high 
level mvesttgatton and probe mto the workmg of the BCCI 
affairs m India and its mtemat1onal ram1f1cattons 

*Published in 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 18. 1991 



Polit Bureau Condemns BJP Attack on 
Scindia* 
Statement dated August 14, 1991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the mob 
attack by BJP supporters on the Umon Mm1ster Madhav 
Rao Scmd1a's house today. They tried to assault Mr Scmd1a 
and mJured a secunty guard 

This reprehensible attack was obviously motivated by 
Mr. Scmd1a's recent denunciation of the communal pohttcs 
of the BJP which 1s harmful to the country. This violent 
attack exposes the intolerant and fascist-like methods of the 
communahst forces which the BJP 1s nurtunng 

The Congress(!) leadership, which bas shown no com
punction m JOtnmg bands with the BJP and appeasmg 1t m 
Parhament, as seen m the Deputy Speaker's election, must 
now answer for the comprom1smg attitude 1t has shown to 
such forces. 

*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delht, August 18._ 1991 



Government Apathy Further Worsens 
Punjab Situation* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued the following 
statement dated August 16, 1991, declaring its stand 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
expresses its deep concern at the detenoratmg s1tuat1on m 
Punjab and the utter failure of the Government m takmg any 
remedial steps. 

Earlier, the Chandra Shekhar Government encouraged 
the extremists who were able to mtens1fy their activities 
Now the pohty of dnft pursued by the Naras1mha Rao 
Government has further aggravated the s1tuat1on. The total 
result has been, firstly, the worsenmg of the situation m 
relation to law and order extendmg from the border d1stncts 
to Ropar, Ludhiana, Sangrur and Pat1ala and also spreadmg 
to other States. Secondly, the commg together of all the 
extremist groups and the moderate Akahs on a smgle plat
form m a convention called by the SGPC President at Anandpur 
Sahib on August 11, where an unanimous resolution adopted 
paid tnbutes to all the Sikhs who achieved "martyrdom" m 
the ongomg struggle smce 1978 It also considered ways 
and means to launch a struggle agamst State repression and 
to make the August 14-15 bandh call given by the extrem
ists a grand success. It decided to make all dec1S1ons m 
future after consultmg the m1htant groups 

In the convention the programme and statements by all 
the extremist groups were read out which categoncally 

*Publtshed m 'PBoPu!'s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, August 25, 1991 
Refer Documents on Punjab under Item Nos 159, 179, 181, 182 and 
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denounced those who are vacihtatmg on the demand of 
Khahstan and advocatmg the boycott of elect10n Nobody 
present objected to this thus mdirectly endorsmg the de
mand The convention decided to meet on September 1 to 
take a final decmon on the course of action and to boycott 
the elections 

This 1s for the first time that the extremists have suc
ceeded m forcmg all the other groups to toe their hne, that 
too under the umbrella of the SGPC. This 1s the result of 
the Central Government's failure to come out clearly on the 
election schedule and to concede the genume demands of 
the Punjabi people m relation to the capital, the water dis
pute, the temtonal dispute, Centre-State relations, etc If 
this dnft 1s allowed it will paralyse the resistance which 
was bemg put agamst extremism and separatism and the 
situation will become as bad as m Kashmir today with much 
more senous repercussions 

Seen m the hght of the growmg collaborat1ons between 
the Punjab and Kashmir mihtants, its gravity can be prop
erly understood This has happened m spite of the fact that 
our Party has extended our full cooperation m findmg a 
solution to the PuDJab problem But the Government could 
not find any time to look mto such urgent matters hke Punjab 
and Kashmir which concern the unity of the country itself 

Our Party which has sacnficed many of its cadre and 
leaders m the struggle of defence of national umty cannot 
keep quiet and our State Commtttee has decided to sit on 
dharna at the Boat Club on September 10 to highhght the 
issue of Punjab and demand that the Government streamlme 
the admm1strat1on, declare the election schedule to ensure 
the restoration of democratic process, come out with the 
announcement of handmg over Chand1garh to Punjab, refer 
the water dispute to the Supreme Court, set up a commis
sion to go mto the temtonal disputes, mcludmg the villages 
of Faztlka and Abohar, and set up a committee of the Inter
States Council to go mto the question of restructunng of the 
Centre-State relations 
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If these steps are taken, the moderates can be demarcated 
from the separatists and the people can be ralhed to fight 
the terronst-secess1omst menace 

The Poht Bureau has also decided to observe September 
10, 1991, as 'Save Punjab Day' throughout the country The 
Poht Bureau has appealed to all people belongmg to differ
ent pohtical parties to come forward m support o,f the above 
demands and force the Government to give up the pohcy of 
dnft and take 1mmed1ate steps to save the s1tuat1on 
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Polit Bureau Communique* 
Issued following its meeting held in New Delhi 
on August 17-18, 1991 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) met m New Delhi on 
August 17-18 At the outset the meeting paid homage to the 
memory of Shn C Achyutha Menon, veteran leader of the CPI 

The Poht Bureau discussed the outlme for the Draft Pohtical 
Resolution for the Fourteenth Party Congress and the out
line on Current Ideolog1cal Issues with specific reference to 
developments m the Sociahst countnes for placing them before 
the Central Committee meetmg to begm from August 28, 1991 

Oppose Economic Policies 

Takmg stock of the mternal situation m the country, the 
Poht Bureau expressed its strong opposition to the whole 
gamut of economic pohc1es millated by the Congress(!) 
Government mcludmg the 20 per cent devaluation of the 
rupee, the Umon and ratlway budget proposals, the new 
trade and mdustnal pohc1es Despite all official claims that 
there will be no mflahon, already the pnces of all essenual 
commodities have shot up makmg hfe unbearable for the 
common people The wholesale pnce mdex has nsen to 203 4 
m the f ust week of August and the inflation rate has gone 
up to 12 9 per cent. 

The opemng of the doors to multmationals, big conces
sions to Indian monopohsts and the surrender to IMF 
cond1t1onaht1es are creatmg a s1tuat1on where the poorest 
sections and the middle class are bemg forced to bear the 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delht, August 25, 1991 
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mam burdens of the economic cnsis These policies are gomg 
to lead to growing loss of jobs due to pnvatization and clo
sure of industnal umts. and an inflationary spiral which will 
eat into the hvehhood of all sections of the workmg people 

The Poht Bureau has called for a powerful movement to 
be developed against these anti-people pohcies which also 
compromises the economic sovereignty of the country. 

The Poht Bureau noted that the Left parties are already 
undertaking a week's movement against these policies this 
month It endorsed and extended full support to the Left and 
National Front's jOIDt call for the "March to Delhi" on 
September 27 to focus on the urgent economic problems 
faced by the people The Poht Bureau called upon all its 
Party umts and all mass orgamzations to make the Septem
ber 27 call a grand success. 

Punjab and Kashmir 
The Poht Bureau expressed grave concern at the worsenmg 
situat10n m Punjab and Kashmir The Narasimha Rao Gov
ernment. since takmg office, while talking of holding elec
t10ns has not mitiated any admmistrative or political meas
ures m Punjab which has led to the worsening of the situation. 

Such an attitude of dnft has emboldened the extremists 
and they were able to successfully dominate the convention 
called by the SGPC at Anandpur Sahib on August 11. The 
Poht Bureau warns the Congress(!) Government to halt this 
pohcy of dnft which could have disastrous consequences for 
Punjab and national umty It must 1mmed1ately take steps to 
streamline the administration, declare the election schedule to 
ensure the restoration of the democratic process, come out 
with an announcement for handing over Chand1garh to Punjab, 
refemng the water dispute to the Supreme Court. settmg up 
of a commission to go mto the temtonal disputes. and the 
setting up of committee of the Inter-State Council to go into 
the question of restructunng of Centre-State relations 

On Kashmir. the Poht Bureau felt that the proposal to 
revive the suspended Assembly will be harmful The 
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Poht Bureau called upon the Government to immediately 
convene a meetmg of pohttcal parttes to discuss the wors
enmg situation m the valley A set of pohttcal m1ttattves 1s 
reqmred to mstil confidence m the people and meet the 
genume gnevances mcludmg assurance of mamtammg the 
1denttty of the Kashmm people Advisory Committees of 
the representatives of all parties must be set up at the State 
and distnct-levels Whtie tackling the menace of terronsm, 
the admmistrauon should demarcate between the JKLF and 
the Pakistan-backed fundamental1st Jamaat-e-Islami groups 
The Pak1stam Pnme Mm1ster's statement that the Kashmir 
issue can lead to warts an ommous md1cat1on of Pakistan's 
subversive act1v1ttes m the State. 

Ayodhya Dispute 

As agamst the people's desire that the Ayodhya dispute be 
resolved amicably, the BJP Government m Uttar Pradesh is 
bent upon provokmg a confrontation on this sens1t1ve matter 
The Poht Bureau viewed with senous concern the reported 
move by the BJP Government to bnng a leg1slat1on or an 
Ordmance to take over the disputed site at Ayodhya to fac1h
tate construction of the temple where the mosque 1s situated. 
Such a move must be thwarted firmly The Poht Bureau calls 
upon the Central Government to 1mmed1ately give a clear 
commitment that the status quo at the disputed site will not 
be altered Further, the leg1slat1on guaranteemg the status quo 
of all other rehg1ous places of worship as on Ausust 15, 1947, 
must be brought m the current session of Parliament itself. 

The Poht Bureau warns the Naras1mha Rao Government 
not to compromise on this vital issue and the Congress(!) 
must extend support to the CPl(M) MP Zamul Abedm's 
Pnvate Member's Resolution on the subject now pendmg 
before the Lok Sabha. 

BCCI Scandal 

The Poht Bureau condemned the stance of the Naras1mha 
Rao Government m seekmg to cover up the serious charges 
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agamst the BCCI operations m the country The Fmance 
Mm1ster's statement m Parhament was nothmg but an at
tempt to shield the guilty The charges pertalD to illegal 
sendmg out of money by top bureaucrats and poht1c1ans and 
other subversive act1vit1es 1Ddulged m by the bank The Poht 
Bureau demands that the whole network of illegal act1v1t1es 
must be uncovered and the gmlty pumshed For this nothmg 
short of a parliamentary committee probe w1JI do The Polit 
Bureau calls upon all democratic sections to demand such a 
probe and force the Government to mstttute such a parlia
mentary enquiry 

Cauvery Waters Dispute 
Followmg the mtenm award of the Inter-States Waters Disputes 
Tnbunal on the Cauvery waters uuhzation, the Central 
Government totally failed to mtervene to see that both the 
States are brought around to arnve at an amicable settle
ment on the matter Instead, we saw the spectacle of the 
Congress(!) Government m Karnataka and the Congress(l)
supported Government m Tamil Nadu competmg with each 
other to arouse feelmgs and pit the people of one State 
agamst the other The reference to the Supreme Court only 
delays the solution and exacerbates the s1tuat1on. The Central 
Congress(I) Government cannot escape respons1b1hty for the 
unhealthy s1tuat1on which has been created 

Tsundur Killings 

The Polit Bureau had already condemned the massacre of 
20 Scheduled Caste persons ID the Tsundur village ID Guntur 
d1stnct of Andhra Pradesh This ghastly 1Dc1dent showed 
how the dalit sections are ID constant threat of physical 
attacks and lynchmg whenever they stand up for thetr nghts 
The Andhra Pradesh Government has failed to create confi
dence that the State machmery can protect the oppressed 
sections despite Its declarations that it will institute a JUd1-
cial enquiry There is a danger of caste tensions and further 
attacks m other parts of the State The State Government 
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1s unable to deal with this senous s1tuat1on, and 1t must own 
up moral respons1b1hty for the carnage and resign 

Security Council Resolution on Iraq 
The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) deplored the Secunty Counctl 
resolution which imposed hum1hatmg cond1t1ons on Iraq for 
the sale of its 011 The resolution imposed on Iraq's use of 
otl revenue 1s an mfrmgement of its sovereignty sanctioned 
by the world body undt:.r the auspices of the U S and its 
alhes It 1s unfortunate that India voted for this resolution 
which m future can be used as a precedent agamst other 
countnes. 



Counter-Revolutionaries Launch 
Witch-hunt in USSR* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statements 
denouncing these developments 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) denounces the antt-Com
mumst witch-hunt which has been unleashed ID the Soviet 
Umon spearheaded by Bons YeltslD and his supporters The 
offices of the Commumst Party of Soviet Umon ID Moscow, 
1Dclud1Dg the Central Committee office, have been seized 
The Party has been banned from running its branches m 
workplaces and secunty umts ID the Russian Repubhc The 
Party has been tllegahzed 10 Lithuama and Latvia There are 
reports of take-over of Party offices and properties and Party 
newspapers ID other parts of the country also Symbohc of 
this reactionary offensive ts the desecration and removal of 
the statue of Fehx Dzerzh1Dsky, the respected Bolshevik 
leader and colleague of LenlD All these anti-democratic and 
illegal acts are be1Dg committed by those who are ostensibly 
champ10mng democracy and the Constttut10n They stand 
fully exposed now 

This concerted attack on the CPSU ts part of the wider 
plan by counter-revolutionary forces backed by tmpenaltsm to 
undermme the Sociahst system and break up the Soviet Umon 
Already tak1Dg advantage of the turmoil at the Centre, the 
Balttc Repubhcs have declared mdependence Behmd thts move 
to dismantle the Soviet Umon are the 1mpenahst powers. 
Yeltsm ts work1Dg 10 concert with these external forces 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 1, 1991 
Earher statement of the Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) dated August 19, 
1991, was also pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY' of September 1, 1991 
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The CPI(M) was apprehensive precisely of such develop
ments takmg place unless they were resisted and checked 
Any senous set-backs m the Soviet Umon would have direct 
adverse repercussions not only for the Socialist cause but 
aho the Third World countries and the national hberauon 
movements The CPl(M) firmly stands with those forces 
which wish to defend the umty and mtegnty of the Soviet 
Umon and the historic gams of the seven decades of the 
Socialist revolut10n while contmumg with the reforms es
sential for Socialist renewal 

(Statement dated August 24, 1991) 

Earlier Statement (the Polit Bureau) on Soviet Events 

S1gmficant and major pohttcal developments have taken place 
m the USSR with the declaration of the State of Emergency 
Vice President Yanayev has assumed duties of the President 
under the Constitution A Committee for the State of Emer
gency has been formed to deal with the s1tuat1on 

In a statement the Committee said that Emergency has 
been declared to, "Overcome the profound and comprehen
sive cns1s, pohucal, ethmc and c1vtl stnfe, chaos and anar
chy that threaten the hves and security of the Soviet Umon's 
c1t1zens and its sovereignty, temtonal mtegnty, freedom and 
mdependence " 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) hopes that the USSR 
will be able to overcome the present cns1s, defend the umty 
and mtegnty of the Soviet Umon and contmue to advance 
on the path of Sociahsm 

(Statement dated August 19, 1991) 



Central Committee Communique* 
Released to Press following its meeting held on 
August 28-31, 1991 

On Soviet Developments 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) assessed the grave 
and d1sturbmg developments m the Soviet Umon The basis 
of the Soc1ahst system built over 74 years of the October 
Revolution and the umty of the Soviet Umon are bemg 
undermmed The entue achievements of Sociahsm m the 
world's first Soc1ahst State are m Jeopardy 

The Central Committee endorsed the stand taken by the 
Poht Bureau wuh regard to the August 19 Emergency take
over The CPl(M) has been of the considered opm1on that 
reforms were essential 10 the Soviet Umon to strengthen 
Soc1ahsm The reforms which began 10 name of renewal of 
Socialism by the CPSU under the leadership of Gorbachev, 
soon brought about a situation where the very basis of the 
Soc1ahst system was endangered and the umty of the Soviet 
Umon threatened Forces arose openly advocatmg the resto
ration of cap1tahsm and national chauvm1sm, separatism and 
ethmc stnfe gathered momentum The CPSU was 1deolog1-
cally disarmed and orgamzattonally m disarray The six years 
of perestrmka caused severe d1slocat1ons ID the economy 
with grave shortages of essential commod1t1es for the people. 

It is ID this context that the attempt to check these trends 
on August 19, has to be viewed This had the support of a 
big section of Government leaders and lead1Dg Party per
sonnel as stated by Gorbachev himself ID the Supreme Soviet 

•Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 8, 1991 
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The failure of this attempt, for various reasons, has now 
enabled the counter-revolutlonary forces to launch a wide
spread attack on the CPSU and the Socrnhst system The 
unity of the USSR which was threatened by the proposed 
Union Treaty, 1s now further eroded and the federal Union 
1s now on the brmk of disintegration 

The Central Committee voiced Its strong indignation and 
condemnation of the witch-hunt of Communists which has led 
to the ban on the functioning of the Communist Party, seizure 
of its offices and properties and suspension of its pubhcat1ons 
This counter-revolutionary offensive 1s bemg spearheaded by 
Yelstin and his supporters who are openly allied to the USA 
and other 1mpenalist powers Gorbachev himself took the 
decision to resign from the General Secretaryship of the Party 
and made the unprecedented announcement to dissolve the 
Central Committee and hqmdate the CPSU 

The CPl(M), since 1ts mceptlon, has stood for the goal 
of achieving Socialism and the ultimate establishment of a 
Commumst society The CPl(M) has always been partisan 
in upholding the cause of Socialism and for the forces fightmg 
against 1mpenaltsm The grave set-back in the Soviet Umon 
will have serious and adverse consequences for world So
cialism, national liberation movements and the cause of peace, 
democracy and independence of the Thud World countries 

The U S impenalism and its allies and theu media are 
gloatmg over the developments m the Soviet Umon They 
proclaim the end of Socialism and the lastmg victory of 
capitalism They are Jomed m chorus by large sections of 
the media and poht1cal commentators m India who wish to 
isolate the CPl(M) and the Left from the Indian people 

The CPI(M) will ftrmly combat this orchestrated and 
motivated ant1-Commumst propaganda The CPl(M) 1s con
fident that the Indian people will reahze the grave 1mphca
t10ns of the adverse developments m the Soviet Umon for 
India The Socialist Soviet Umon had consistently stood by 
India in its stnvmg for developmg an mdependent and self
rehant economy and a non-ahgned foreign pohcy It bad 
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always stood for the preservation and defence of Indian umty 
The dismantling of the Sociahst system and the breaking up 
of the Soviet Umon deprives India and other Thud World 
countries of a reliable ally m wardmg off imperialist pres
sures More importantJy, the break-up of the multmational 
Soviet Umon will give a filhp to the secessionist forces m 
India which are backed by 1mperiahsm 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) reasserted its firm 
adherence to the ideology of Marx1sm-Lemmsm and its creative 
apphcat10n to Indian conditions It upholds the principles of 
proletarian mtemattonahsm and consistent antt-1mperiahsm 
which conforms to the baste interests of the people of India 
It reaffirms the revolutionary potential of the Commumst 
movement m our country m the fight agamst class expl01-
tat1on and for social emanc1pat1on 

The CPl(M), along with other progressive and revolutionary 
forces the world over, will never reconci]e to the "new world 
order" dominated by US. tmperiahsm The CPl(M) will con
tinue to develop and strengthen the working class and demo
cratic movement in the country, 1t will strengthen its bonds of 
sohdanty with all those forces fightmg for peace, democracy, 
national independence and Soc1ahsm the world over 

The Central Committee authonzed the Poht Bureau to 
finahze the text of its resolution on the Soviet developments 

National Situation 

The Central Committee discussed the outlme for the Draft 
Pohtical Resolution for the Fourteenth Party Congress It 
highhghted the vital issues concerning the present national 
situation-the threats to national umty, Centre-State rela
tions, atrocities on Scheduled Castes and Tnbes, social JUS

ttce and the anti-people economic pohcies which is leading 
to the worsening economic situation 

1. Dangers to National Unity 

The Central Committee noted that the situation m Kashmir 
continues to be grave with the stepped up activities of 
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the separatist forces aided by Pakistan backed by 1mpe
nahsm The Naras1mha Rao Government has failed to 
take poht1cal m1tiat1ve to tackle the s1tuat1on While firmly 
countermg the terronst v10lence m the valley, 1t is essen
tial that concrete steps are taken to protect the 1den(1ty 
of the Kashmm people and to grant more autonomy for 
the state of Jammu and Kashmtr In tackling the menace 
of terronsm, the adm1mstrat10n should demarcate between 
the JKLF and the Pakistan sponsored fundamentahst Jammat
e-Islam1 groups As a first step to revive the poht1cal 
process, advisory committees of the representatives of all 
parties must be set up at the State and district levels 
The Central Committee demanded that the Central Gov
ernmenf convene a meetmg of all parties to discuss the 
Kashmir s1tuat1on 

Punjab 
The Central Committee strongly cnttcized the Narasimha 
Rao Government for its failure to take any effective measure 
at the pohttcal level to resolve the long-standmg gnevances 
of the people of Punjab This pohcy of dnft has to be halted 
immediately Already the CPI(M) has set out the immediate 
issues on which the Central Government should take mitia
ttves such as the handmg over of Chand1garh to Punjab, 
ref ernng the nver waters disputes to the Supreme Court, 
settmg up of a comm1ss1on to go mto the terntonal dis
putes, and the settmg up of a committee of the Inter-State 
Council to go mto the question of restructunng of Centre
State relations These measures must be immediately taken 
so that the proper cond1tions are created for the holding of 
the State Assembly electtons. 

The Central Committee was of the opm1on that the pro
posed amendment to the Constitution and the Representa
t10n of People's Act to d1squahfy candidates mdulgmg m 
secessionist propaganda, will only aggravate the situation m 
the State further 

The Central Committee supported the call of the PunJab 
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State Committee of the Party to hold a mass dharna at 
New Delhi on September 10 to press for a poht1cal solution 
to the Punjab problem It called upon all its Party units in 
the country to observe September 10 as a Demands Day to 
resolve the Punjab problem 

2. Centre-State Relations 

The Central Committee reiterated its stand that to strengthen 
the unity of the country and to evolve a more democratic 
structure of Centre-State relations, 1t 1s 1mperat1ve that the 
whole gamut of Centre-State relations be 1mmed1ately re
viewed and adequate powers devolved to the States. The 
Naras1mha Rao Government contmues to treat this vital 
issue m an ant1-democrattc manner as seen by its dec1s1on 
to deny the coal-producmg States hke West Bengal and 
Bthar of their nght to levy cess, thereby depnvmg the 
States of valuable revenue The Central Committee de
manded that the Inter-State Council be act1v1zed and regu
lar meetings be held to take up the issues concemmg Centre
State relations 

3. Atrocities on Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes 

The Central Committee expressed senous concern at the 
growing attacks on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tnbes 
when they seek to stand up for thetr nghts The massacre of 
Scheduled Castes m the Tsundur village in Andhra Pradesh, 
the k1llmg of a pohce officer by upper-caste men for enter
mg a temple m Parbham dtstnct m Maharashtra and the 
recent incidents of atroc1t1es on Scheduled Ca~tes in U P 
and B1har, testify to the mtolerance and oppression perpetu
ated by upper-caste chauvm1sm All those responsible for 
such atroc1t1es must be dealt by the law severely and expe
d1t10usly. 

The Central Committee reiterated Its stand that reserva
tion of Jobs be implemented for the backward classes For 
this an acceptable solution can be evolved based on the 
Karpoon Thakur Formula 
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4. Vindictive Attitude of U.P. Government 

The Central Committee condemned the decISJon of the BJP 
Government m Uttar Pradesh for withdrawmg the secunty 
arrangement for Mulayam Smgh Yadav, the former Chief 
Mmister, who contmues to be threatened by rabid commu
nahsts for his stand on the Ayodhya dispute The Central 
Committee demanded the restorat10n of full secunty arrange
ments for the former Chief Mm1ster 

The Central Committee extended its full support to the 
struggle of the Dalla Cement Factory workers who are op
posmg the sale of the State undertakmg to a big busmess 
house The Central Committee demanded of the BJP Gov
ernment m Uttar Pradesh that 1t 1mmed1ately cancel the sale 
to the Dalm1as and restore normal workmg of the factory 

S. Worsening Economic Situation 
Contrary to the claims of the Naras1mha Rao Government, 
the impact of the Umon budget proposals and the new eco
nomic pohcy measures have led to the detenorat1on m the 
hvmg of the people. Inflation has crossed the 14 per cent 
mark wllh gallopmg pnce nse of all essential commod1t1es 
This is imposmg unbearable burdens on the common peo
ple The pro-multmat10nal mdustnal pohcy will compro
mise economic sovereignty The pro-big busmess thrust wtll 
adversely affect the small and medmm sectors of our mdus
tnes For the workmg class, the pnvat1zauon dnve spells 
joblessness and misery 

The Central Committee called for widespread resistance 
to the whole gamut of economic pohc1es mit1ated by the 
Congress(I) Government under pressure from the IMF and 
acceptance of its stnngent cond1t1onaht1es. In this connec
t10n the Central Committee called for a big mob1hzauon by 
its Party umts and the mass orgamzat10ns to make the Sep
tember 27 March to Delhi by the Left Parties and National 
Front a big success 

The Central Committee welcomed the dec1S1on of the 
central trade unions and mdependent federations to hold a 
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convention to prepare for a countrywide protest stnke action 
against the new industnal pohcy and other economic meas
ures of the Government 

Fourteenth Party Congress 

The Central Committee decided on the number of delegates 
to be elected to the forthcoming Fourteenth Party Congress 
to be held m Madras from January 3 to 9, 1992 It decided 
on 650 delegates and their Statewise representation 



On Current Developments in the 
Soviet Union* 
Resolution adopted by the Central Committee of 
the CPl(M) in its meeting held on 
August 28-31, 1991 

Extremely grave and d1sturb1Dg developments are taklDg placi 
ID the Soviet Umon The very existence of the Soc1ahs 
system and the umty and 1Dtegnty of the USSR are at stake 
These have senous repercussions not only for the future oJ 
the Soviet Umon but also for the course of developments lli 

the world The reactions to these developments com1Dg frorr 
all over the world reflect the class 1Dterests and standpolDI 
ID the struggle between the forces of Soc1ahsm and 1mpen· 
ahsm 

The 1mpenahst countnes are elated over the turn of events. 
They are all ID praise of Gorbachev and Yelts1D, particularly 
YeltslD The changes smce August 19 saw the USA and 
other 1mpenahst countnes openly express1Dg their 1Dtentton 
to 1Dtervene. They announced w1thhold1Dg of aid to the 
Soviet Umon and brought all possible pressure to ensure 
that the USSR moves away from Soc1ahsm The bourge01s 
Press and reactionary forces hke the BJP, ID our country, 
were unanimous ID ha1hng the victory of the so-called "re
formists" over the "hardl1Ders" and denounc1Dg those who 
sought to defend Socialism Social Democrats 1Dside our 
country have, as usual, duected their guns aga1Dst the CPl(M) 

After the failure of the takeover by the Emergency re
gime full-scale onslaught aga1Dst the CPSU has been launched 
In this antl-Commumst frenzy, the offices of the CPSU have 
been seized or sealed, mclud1Dg the Central Committee office 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 8, 1991 
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Party newspapers are bemg forced to suspend pubhcallon 
The Party has been banned through the length and breadth 
of the USSR The statues and symbols of the October Revo
lution are bemg attacked and desecrated all over The stat
ues of Dzerzhmsky and Sverdlov, umversally respected 
Bolshevik leaders, have been removed m Moscow, the bust 
of Marx defaced, and statues of Lenm toppled in other parts 
of the country The Red Flag is bemg trampled upon and m 
its place the flag of Czanst Russia is bemg hoisted 

On August 24, Gorbachev announced his res1gnal1on from 
the post of the General Secretary of the CPSU and the ar
bitrary d1ssolut1on of the Central Committee He issued an 
authontar1an decree directmg the take-over of all Party prop
erties by State and mumc1pal authont1es The Party has thus 
been paralyzed and disarmed With the effecuve capture of 
power by the Yeltsm admm1stral1on of the governmental 
funcllons of the Centre, the process of d1smanthng the Soc1ahst 
system has taken a big stnde. Such 1s the tragic situation m 
the land of Lenm 

The process of d1smtegrat1on of the Soviet Umon has 
also begun The three Baltic republics have declared their 
mdependence wh1£h has been recogmzed by the USA and 
other Western countnes This has been followed by decla
ration of mdependence of many other republics. 

lmpenalism which has never hidden its host1hty to So
cialism has been makmg full use of the s1tuat1on ansmg 
from the reforms m pursuance of its aim to mternally sub
vert the Soc1ahst countnes It unleashed a massive propa
ganda bhtz that Socialism has no future, Commumsm is 
dead and capitalism is the last stage of human social evo
luuon The tacllcs of 1mpenahsm, directed towards ach1ev
mg this objective, have sharpened the central contrad1cllon 
between the forces of 1mpenahsm and Soc1ahsm 

The 1mpenahst strategy of "peaceful evolution" 1s, m 
essence, aimed at bnngmg the Soc1ahst countnes mto the 
sphere of their poht1cal and economic dommat1on by 
undermmmg them from w1thm and sway them to the path 

Vol XXlll-39 
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of capitalism In the name of "aid" and "cooperation" the 
imperiahsts are forcing the independent developing coun
tries to reorganize their poht1cal and economic system to 
facilitate their domination Taking advantage of the changes 
in the balance of forces m intemattonal relations, imperial
ists are getting more outrageous, launching piratical armed 
aggression against the sovereign countries 

These are not sudden developments These are the culm1-
nat1on of the struggle which was going on inside the Soviet 
Union between the forces which were defending the gams 
of the October Revolutton and the Sociahst system and those 
who, backed by 1mpenahsm, wanted to reverse the course of 
history by restoring cap1tahsm During this period, mstead 
of the renewal of the Sociahst system through reforms, eco
nomic reforms came to a dead end with a serious all-round 
cns1s prevatling m the USSR. Added to this was the aggra
vation of the national and ethnic problems reachmg the stage 
of separatist movements, threatenmg the umty of the coun
try itself Durmg the last four years, the total result has been 
not the consohdat1on of the Sociahst system but the un
leashmg of such forces which are determmed to reverse the 
course of history Eros10n of the 1deolog1cal basis, spread of 
ideas of consumensm, the penetration of all the vices of 
capitahst system and loosenmg of the gnp on the course of 
developments Itself by the State and the Party created 
favourable cond1ttons for 1mpenahst backed antt-Sociahst 
forces to operate. 

The issue 1s not one of support or oppos1t10n to the re
.forms as the bourgeois Press m our country revels m The 
CPl(M) Central Committee, whtle underhmng the need for 
reforms to strengthen Soc1ahsm, had warned as early as m 
August 1988 "But u has to be understood and underlined 
sharply that all such measures will strengthen society if the 
guiding role of Marxism-Leninism is preserved and the role 
of the Party as a leading force of society, as vanguard of the 
working class is ensured Without these latter two condwons 
new measures would not realise the Socialist inltlatlve of 
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the masses and ensure thetr part1c1patwn m running the 
State " The May 1990 resolution had explamed "The Leninist 
concept of the leading role, ts of a role won by the Party 
through lts 1deolog1cal, polltlcal and orgamzatwnal work 
amongst the people " 

Imt1ally, m the Soviet Umon, there was wide support to 
Gorbachev and the Central Committee to pursue the pohcy 
of reforms meant for renewal of Soc1ahsm Developments 
smce the Twenty-seventh Congress of the CPSU need to be 
closely followed This Congress asserted the leadmg role of 
Marx1sm-Lemmsm and played an important role by unleashmg 
a senes of m1llat1ves to create an mtemattonal atmosphere 
agamst nuclear war Subsequently, however, a situation was 
created where the rev1S1omsts and the cap1tahst roaders gamed 
from strength to strength m the name of reforms The big 
reverses to Soc1ahsm m the East European countnes were 
hailed as a step ID the nght direction The net result of this 
systematic erosion of the Sociahst system was that the USSR 
has come to the threshold of dismtegrat1on coupled with a 
senous economic cns1s and the restorat10n of cap1tahsm 

The umty of the Soviet Umon which was seriously en
dangered, was sought to be resolved through the s1gnmg of 
a new Umon Treaty But the provmons of this treaty, m
stead of haltmg the d1smtegrat1on, would have hastened the 
balkamzat1on of the Umon Big concessions were made m 
the name of true federahsm which would have undermmed 
the Soc1ahst character of the USSR No one can deny the 
need to strengthen equahty of various nat10nal groups But 
this cannot be done by Central subjects ID the sphere of 
economy, foreign trade, bankmg and finance bemg given to 
the repubhcs Taxation was to be the exclusive preserve of 
the repubhcs, even the Central budget would have to reqmre 
the republics' perm1ss1on and the repubhcs were free to 
trade directly with foreign countries The s1gmng of this 
treaty of August 20 would have made the d1smtegrat1on of 
the Soviet Umon a falt accomplt 

It 1s m this cns1s s1tuat1on that the Emergency take-over 
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declared on August 19, must be viewed The CPl(M)'s re
action to this move was based on its consistent defence of 
the Soc1ahst system and the umty of the Soviet Umon This 
extraordmary action had the backmg of the overwhelmmg 
number of Government leaders as stated by Gorbachev him
self m the Supreme Soviet It was a rearguard attempt to 
stave off the collapse of the Soviet Umon which would have 
had severe and adverse consequences for the cause of world 
Soc1ahsm The virulent hostthty to the take-over from the 
USA and other 1mpenahst powers declared thetr part1san
sh1p for the end of the Soc1ahst system m the Soviet Umon 
and for the restoration of cap1tahsm there 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M), while analysmg the recent 
developments m the Soviet Umon before August 19, had 
come to the conclusion that a situation had been created 
whereby the very future of the October Revolution 1s at 
stake. The seventy-four years of the Soc1ahst system was 
bemg undermmed The Poht Bureau saw the Emergency take
over as an attempt to retneve the s1tuat1on which was gomg 
out of hand The move fatled, even though 1t had the back
mg of the Council of Mm1sters and the support of other 
leadmg personnel The failure of the attempt and the cir
cumstances surroundmg It, need to be gone mto m more detail 

The CPl(M), smce its mcept1on, had to carry on a fierce 
struggle agamst rev1s1omsm and dogmatism, both m the 
mternat1onal and Indian Communist movement Durmg this 
struggle the CPl(M) was gmded by its mdependent Judge
ment on the basis of the fundamental prmc1ples of Marx
ism-Lemmsm and from Its own expenence Followmg this 
approach, the CPl(M) smce May 1988 repeatedly had to 
publicly express its ideological differences with the CPSU. 
In fact, the May 1990 resolution had warned that the dtrec
tton of reforms, the undermmmg of Marx1st-Lemmst ideol
ogy by equatmg 1t with social democracy and the erroneous 
understandmg on many concepts negatmg class struggle will 
only help undermmmg Socialism 

In 1987, Gorbachev presented his report on the 
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70th Anniversary of the October Revolution Dealmg with 
the present-day world contrad1ct1ons, he deviated from the 
Lenm1st understandmg In the name of the changed sltua
tton, he advocated the ,theory of mod1ficatwn of contrad1c
twns where the role of 1mper1aflsm, with Its mherent con
trad1ctwn, was sought to be negated Our Party is proud of 
bemg one of the first to pomt out to the CPSU about our 
disagreement Withm two weeks our delegation was mv1ted 
for d1scuss1ons on this subject and there too we disagreed 
and finally our Central Committee came out with a detailed 
elaboration of our stand makmg a cntique of the pos1t1ons 
of Gorbachev m its resolution of May 1988 

Smee then, Gorbachev has been changmg his pos1t10n 
one after the other and has been constantly comprom1smg 
with 1mpenahsm and local react1onanes who were a1mmg 
at restoration of cap1tahsm m the Soviet Umon Subsequently, 
m the Central Committee meetmg m the last week of May 
1990, our Party, while analyzmg the setbacks and reverses 
m the East European countnes, cnttc1zed some of the pos1-
t10ns taken by Gorbachev and the CPSU Cnttc1zmg the 
Draft Platform for the Twenty-eighth Party Congress, we 
stated that 1t departs from certam fundamental Marx1st-Lemmst 
tenets, and m the name of correctmg past d1stort10ns a de
parture 1s sought to be made from the basic ideology of 
Marx1sm-Lemmsm In the resolution we dealt with Gorbachev's 
concept of Soc1ahsm, umversal human values and clas~ val
ues, class nature of the State under Soc1ahsm, role of the 
Party, demgrat1on of the Soc1ahst past, democrauc central
ism, assessment of social democracy, relat1onsh1p of plan
nmg and market, the pnmacy of social ownership and 
Gorbachev's negation of the role of 1mpenahsm We h1gh
hghted the danger of undermmmg the Soc1ahst system and 
society We asserted that cap1tahsm can provide no alterna
tive to Soc1ahsm and the continued relevance and vahd1ty 
of the science of Marx1sm-Lemmsm 

But subsequently, durmg the last one year, the docu
ments of the CPSU and the speeches of Gorbachev reveal a 
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further dnft from the basic prmc1ples of Marxism-Leninism 
which has led to the economic reforms reachmg a dead end 
without any problem bemg tackled The role of the Party 
was completely undermmed, w1thm the Party many factions 
were allowed to function and the country had reached the 
verge of d1smtegratton due to the failure to solve the na
tional and ethnic problems on the basis of the prmc1ples 
laid down by Lenm A study of all the events of the recent 
penod goes to show that Gorbachev was determmed to abandon 
Marxism, that is why he did not differentiate between social 
democracy and the Communist Party This approach is evi
dent from the new Draft Programme prepared for Twenty
mnth Congress under Gorbachev's leadership 

"The changes occurrmg m the world make it possible to 
take a new look at the h1stonc destmy of Soc1ahsm The 
Soc1ahst movement emerged m an mdustnal era For the 
most part it was based on confrontatton-onented poht1cal 
culture, which was the projection of the acute class antago
msms of society at that time A new c1v1hsatton which is 
bemg shaped m the process of present global development 
disagrees with the habitual not10ns of classical mdustnal 
society, its ng1d d1v1s1on mto opposmg classes, polansatton 
between labour and capital, and confrontat10n of social sys
tems" 

The steps which Gorbachev has taken after reassummg 
office go to show that he is party to the denigration of the 
October Revolution, of Lenm and his colleagues, 1t also 
reveals his contempt for democracy which he talks so much 
about In his presence, Yeltsm signed a decree to suspend 
the act1v1t1es of the Commumst Party An antt-Commumst 
hysteria has been worked up throughout the country which 
is meant only to pave the way for the restoration of cap1tal-
1sm and put out any chance of resistance m defence 
of Sociahsm 

Addressmg the Russian Parliament, Gorbachev stated "We 
need a major regroupmg of poht1cal forces We need a re
liable Government" He also signed an agreement with Yeltsm 
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where they stated that "we have agreed that 1f one of us 
cannot carry out his duties, then automatically the other 
immediately takes over his nghts " He has also claimed that 
a mechamsm has been worked out for this arrangement He 
1mmed1ately announced the appomtment of Yeltsm's men to 
the posts of Pnme Mm1ster, Defence Mm1ster, KGB and 
Intenor Mm1ster He stated that he has given sanction for 
the seahng of the bmldmg of the CPSU Central Committee. 
Gorbachev has made it known that he is contemplating the 
formation of a new party of the social democratic type He 
d1sm1ssed Lukyanov, the Chairman of the Supreme Soviet, 
without reference to the Supreme Soviet 

Though they talk about democracy, one fails to under
stand wherefrom he and YeltslD assumed the authority to 
usurp arbitrary powers, work up antI-Commumst hysteria 
and s1del1De the Supreme Soviet and other mst1tut1ons In 
reahty, though Yelts1D is the President of the Russian Fed
eration, it is his wnt which runs ID Kremlm This is the 
logical conclusion of the revmomst course which ultimately 
paves the way to the restoration of cap1tahsm 

Our Party must draw proper lessons from these changes. 
A fuller assessment of these changes must await a more 
detailed study as to how and why such sweep1Dg reverses 
took place after 74 years of Soc1ahsm But these changes do 
not warrant any change ID the basic ideological positions of 
our Party The CPl(M) Central Committee had repeatedly 
stated that the setbacks are the result of distortions ID the 
process of Socialist construction The creative science of 
Marx1sm-Lemmsm continues to gmde our activities and those 
revolutionaries who are struggling for social transformation 
Our Party will JOID all the forces the world over which, 
based on the science of Marxism-Lemmsm, are stnvmg to 
put an end to the system of explo1tauon of man by man We 
will umte with all the forces of the worklDg class, the So
ciahst countnes and the national hberat1on movements who, 
as a result of mherent contradictions m the 1mperiahst sys
tem, are bound to come forward m res1st1Dg this 1mperiahst 
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offensive m defendmg their mdependence and marchmg for
ward to the goal of social liberation 

Our Party has emerged as a maJor force of the Left m our 
country as a result of creatively applymg Marxism-Lemmsm 
to the concrete condit10ns of our country and by fighting 
agamst rev1siomsm and Left-adventunsm by vanous contin
gents of the international Commumst movement The CPI(M) 
advanced, by servmg the mterests of the workmg class, ag
ncultural labour, peasants and other todmg millions, de
fendmg and strugglmg to expand democratic nghts and c1v1l 
liberties, defendmg the umty of the country, strugglmg agamst 
communal and separatist movements, and fightmg for devel
opmg and strengthenmg an mdependent India Inspired by 
the ideology of Marx1sm-Lenm1sm, we will continue our 
struggle with confidence that capitalism 1s no answer to the 
ills of our society We are confident that Socialism will 
ulllmately tnumph and the future of mankmd bes in a class
less Communist society 

The struggle for a new society is not a straight path The 
history of the world Communist movement begmning with 
the Communist League, the struggles of the workmg class, 
the historic Pans Commune, bourgeois democratic revolu
ttons and proletarian revolutions m many countries, their 
failures, the victory of the October Revolution and as a 
result .of that the victory over fascism, the emergence of 
East European Soc1ahst countnes, the great Chmese Revo
lution, the victory of the Vietnamese over U S 1mpenahsts, 
the Korean Revolutton, the htstonc Cuban Revolution, the 
successes and failure of revolutions m many other countries 
of Afnca and Asta, 1s a history of many ups and downs, 
ebbs and flows m the revolutionary movement In many 
countnes hke Indonesia, Sudan, Iraq, Chile, etc , a large 
number of Commumsts and progressive people were massa
cred at the hands of react10nanes backed by 1mpenahsm 
But react1onanes could not deter them from fighting for the 
great ideals of Socialism m a difficult and complicated situ
ation, other Socialist countnes are contmumg to take a firm 
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postt10n in defence of Sociahst revolut10n Sociahst Cuba, 
being on the frontlme of 1mpenahsm's fury, will face re
newed 1mperiahst efforts to subvert its independence 

These developments will have serious repercussions on 
the international situation The U S 1mperiahsm, declaring 
itself as the victor of the cold war, 1s embarking on a course 
of creating its own "new world order", an order m which 
1mpenahst dommat1on will run the wnt Already its aggres
siveness can be seen in the developing world The manner 
in which 1t conducted the Gulf war, its open mtervenuon m 
Eth10p1a, Angola, Mozambique, etc , its arm-tw1stmg pres
sures underrnining the economic sovereignty of independent 
nations including India, all herald a situation where the very 
independence, democracy and sovereignty of these countnes 
are at stake This 1s bound to bnng to the fore the confhct 
between the people of the developing world and 1mpenal-
1sm The CPI(M) will consistently stand by these struggles 
against 1mpenalism 

The CPl(M) 1s confident that the Indian people will re
alize the grave 1mplicat1ons of the adverse developments in 
the Soviet Umon for India The Soc1ahst Soviet Umon had 
consistently stood by India m its striving for developing an 
independent and self-reliant economy and a non-ahgned foreign ,,. 
policy It had always stood for the preservation and defence 
of Indian umty The dismantling of the Socialist system and 
the breaking up of the Soviet Umon deprives India and other 
Third World countnes of a rehable ally m warding off 1m
penahst pressures More importantly the break up of the 
multmat1onal Soviet Umon will give a fillip to the seces
s1omst forces in India which are backed by 1mpenahsm 

In India, this counter-revolutionary offensive in the 
Soviet Umon will have its dtrect repercussions Those hos
tile to the ideology of Marx1sm-Lemmsm, including the Social 
democrats, will step up their efforts to whip up ant1-Com
mumst feelings. The current attack on the CPl(M) 1s be
cause 1t 1s the firm defender of Marxism and the Socialist 
system 
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Weathering many a storm, relentlessly struggling against 
departures from Marx1sm-Lemmsm, the CPl(M) has all these 
years firmly upheld the cause of Socialism The Central 
Committee calls upon the Party rank and file to carry for
ward this proud heritage, firmly upholding the basic prin
ciples of Marx1sm-Lemmsm and proletarian mternatwnal-
1sm and resolutely rebuff this 1deolog1cal and polltlcal 
offensive 



On the Places of 
Worship (Special Provisions) Bill* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
September 12, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) welcomes the adoption of 
the Places of Worship (Special ProvlSlons) Bill in the Lok 
Sabha. This Bill, when enacted as law, will help in the 
preservation of the secular fabnc of our society by ensunng 
that communal forces of all hues are hmdered from creating 
new controversies and disputes regardmg rehg1ous places of 
worship which can cause communal discord and communal 
enmity The forthcoming Act guaranteeing the status quo of 
rehgious places of worship as on August 15, 194 7, comes as 
a fulfilment of the election promises made by all maJor 
poht1cal parties except the BJP-the Left parties, the National 
Front and the Congress(!). The mandate they received on 
this questJOn represents a big maJonty of the people belong
ing to all religious commumtles 

The BJP and the VHP have adopted a belligerent posture 
by opposing the Bill and threatening to launch an agitation 
against the legislation The BJP leader L K Advam intends 
to VlSlt the Somnath temple on September 25 to rouse feel
ings on this sens1t1ve issue Once again the BJP stands 
agamst the national sentiments and secular verdict of the 
people 

All the Left, democratic and secular forces must stand 
firm m the face of the d1srupt1ve efforts of the BJP-VHP to 
d1v1de the people on communal Imes The VHP must be 
told m no uncertam terms that us nefanous plans to launch 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 22, 1991 
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an ag1tat1on on the Varanas1 and Mathura places of worship, 
will be rebuffed umtedly by the secular and patnot1c sec
tions The BJP national leadership must desist from its negative 
and obstructionist approach and respect the verdict of 
Parhament 



Polit Bureau on Assam Situation* 
Statement dated September 16, 1991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses concern at the 
dec1S1on of the Government of India to redeploy the army ID 
several d1stncts of Assam 

It 1s relevant to recall that a few months ago there had 
been a perceptible improvement ID the s1tuat1on 10 Assam 
with the elections for the Lok Sabha and the State legisla
ture be1Dg held. The fact that 70 per cent of the electorate 
had part1c1pated ID the elections, was 1Dd1cat1ve of the res
toration, at least partially, of normalcy However, the newly 
formed State Government and the Umon Government ID
stead of 1D1t1at1Dg efforts to find a pohtlcal solution, adopted 
opportumst pohc1es of placat1Dg the extremists, and as a 
result of this m1shandl1Dg, the s1tuat1on began detenorat1Dg 
steadily The k1ll1Dg of a Soviet official** and the recent 
murder of an ONGC official, held as a hostage along with 
six others, and repeated threats of ULFA, are clear po1Dters 
to the rapidly worsen1Dg condition It 1s ID this context that 
the State and Central Government have now resorted to the 
deployment of the army, revealmg the absence of any real-
1st1c or clear pohcy d1rect1on 

The Poht Bureau 1s of the view that the Government 
should have tned to find a national consensus on a compre
hensive pohtlcal solution IDStead of the repeated use of the 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 22, 1991 
**Refer Document under Item No 191 of this Volume 
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army to help the c1vtl admin1strat1on The Poht Bureau appeals 
to the Central Government for urgently convening a meeting 
of all poht1cal parties for the purpose of evolving a poht1cal 
solution 



Expulsion of Ajeya Rout* 
Statement dated September 14, 1991, issued by the 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) announced the summary 
expulsion of Ajeya Rout, former Secretary of the Onssa 
State Committee of the Party, on grave charges of anti-Party 
acttv1ttes and attempts to break the State umt of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau rejects all the absurd post-facto poht1-
cal and orgamzattonal reasons given by AJeya Rout for his 
d1srupt1ve act1v1t1es. Whtie ID the Party he had never raised 
any basic po1Dts of pohttcal-1deolog1cal differences All these 
are an afterthought SIDCe his removal from the Secretaryship 
of the State Committee 

For over a decade, the Poht Bureau and the Central 
Committee have been try1Dg to resolve the problems of the 
factional acttv1t1es 1Ddulged ID by AJeya Rout and some 
others ID the State umt. As a consequence at the Thtrteenth 
Party Congress of the Party ID December 1988, AJeya Rout 
was dropped from the Central Committee of the Party Sub
sequently, efforts at resolvmg the factional disputes on a 
pnnc1pled basis were patiently attempted by the Polit Bu
reau and the Central Committee In July, the Central Com
mittee dissolved the Onssa State Committee and set up an 
Orgamz1Dg Committee This Committee was entrusted with 
the respons1b1hty to hold the Party Conferences at all levels 
so that through 1Dner-party democra1:y, new lead1Dg bodies 
could be constituted 

Now AJeya Rout has gone beyond the pale of the Party 
*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delht, September 22, 1991 
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by annoucing his intention to form his own Party motivated 
by petty, parochial interests which have nothing to do with 
the programme and pohc1es of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) 

The Poht Bureau also decided to ask for an explanation 
from those members of the Party who are s1gnatones to the 
statement issued by Ajeya Rout 

The Polit Bureau 1s confident that the overwhelming 
membership of the Party will firmly rebuff the d1srupt10mst 
and anti-Party act1v1t1es of AJeya Rout It appeals to the 
entire Onssa Party umt to umtedly defend the Party's pro
grammatlc and 1deolog1cal positions and defeat the move 
for disruption 



CPl(M)'s Stand on Indrajit Gupta's 
Statement* 
Statement dated September 13, 1991, issued by 
the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The statement issued by Comrade IndraJtt Gupta, General 
Secretary of the CPI, on certam observations by the CPI(M) 
General Secretary, Comrade Namboodmpad, underlmes the 
divergent assessment of the two parties of the d1sturbmg 
developments m the Soviet Union Comrade Namboodmpad 
has not issued any statement on CPI(M)-CPI relations What 
is bemg referred to probably, is an article m a senes written 
by him on the Soviet developments m the Party daily 
Deshabh1man1 wherein he dealt with relations between the 
two parties 

The CPl(M)'s stand on the events m the Soviet Union 1s 
motivated by deep concern and commitment m defence of 
Socialism m the Soviet Unom The blatant moves to restore 
cap1tahsm by d1smanthng the Socialist system and the steps 
bemg taken to d1smtegrate the USSR, should arouse the 
anger and oppos1t10n of all Communists and progressives 
The recent VISlt by James Baker, US Secretary of State, 
and his arrogant dictates on the internal and foreign pohcy 
measures to be taken by the Soviet leadership, have been 
met wtth submissive comphance No Communist Party can 
ignore the counter-revolutionary developments m the Soviet 
Umon and the role bemg played by the present leadership 
there The CPl(M), smce its mcepllon, has never been silent 
when the question has been 1mpenahsm versus Soc1ahsm or 
when the future of Soc1ahsm 1s threatened 

*Pubhshed in 'l>EoPLE's DEMOCllACY'. New Delhi, September 22, 1991 

Vol XXlll-40 
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Such differences on basic theoretical and 1deolog1cal ques
t10ns have not and should not prevent the two parties and 
the Left force to work together and strengthen Left umty m 
facing the challenges before the Left and democratic move
ment in the country What 1s happening in the Soviet Umon 
only further underlines the necessity for all ant1-1mpenahst 
and Left forces to further develop and strengthen the strug
gles to defend nattonal umty, safeguard independence and 
for social emanc1pat1on 



On Withdrawal of Soviet Aid to Cuba* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
September 13, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the 
umlateral Soviet dec1s1on to withdraw m1htary aid to Cuba. 

That this announcement was made by Gorbachev at a 
Press conference at the behest of the USA, m James Baker's 
presence, reflects the current sorry state of affairs m the 
Soviet Umon. Gorbachev did not even refer to the fact that 
the USA has an Illegally occupied nuclear weapon eqmpped 
naval base on Cuban territory at Guantanamo 

This dec1s1on, without even consultmg Cuba, completely 
violates the recent dec1S1on of the USSR Supreme Soviet to 
adhere to all rntematlonal commitments. It is a known fact 
that for the last three decades U.S. tmpenahsm has been 
trymg its best to liquidate Socialist Cuba In the present 
context, with the Soviet cap1tulat1on the U S designs are 
bound to be more aggressive 

It must be recalled that at the recently concluded session 
of the Latm American Parliament, a resolution was adopted 
condemnmg U S economic blockade of Cuba for the last 
30 years, askmg for its end and expressmg sohdanty with 
the people of Cuba 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its fraternal 
sohdanty with the people of Cuba m their efforts to safe
guard Soc1ahsm and national mdependence 

*Published 10 'PEoPL£'s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 22, 1991 



Polit Bureau on Communal Violence* 
Statement dated September 24, 1991, issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its deep concern 
at the communal nots which have broken out m different 
parts of the country during the Ganesh Chaturth1 proces
sions which comc1ded with the observance of the Prophet's 
b1rt11day These communal clashes have already led to loss 
of hves m J-lyderabad, Badodara, Ch1ttorgarh and some cen
tres m· Karnataka The CPl(M) condemns those communal 
vested mterests who utihze rehg1ous observances to fan 
communal hatred 

In this connection the Poht Bureau notes that the BJP 
leader, L K Advam, plans to v1s1t Somnath on September 
25, 1991, to commemorate the rath yatra held last year 
which led to heightened communal polarization and violence 
The CPI(M) calls uopn all the Left, democratic and secular 
forces to mob1hze people to preserve communal amity The 
Poht Bureau urges the Central Government and the State 
admm1strat1ons to be vigilant to see that efforts at mst1gat
mg communal tensions do not succeed m the commg days 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 29, 1991 



On Consensus on Reservations for 
OBCs* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
September 24, 1991, to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) considers 1t essential that 
a consensus be evolved on the question of 1mplementat1on 
of 27 per cent reservation for the Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs) announced by the National Front Government The 
CPI(M) has placed its views m the all-parties' conference 
called by the Government of India 

The CPI(M) wants 1mplementat1on of the 27 per cent 
reservation with smtable economic cntena which will en
sure that the most needy sections among the backward classes 
are benefitted In the eventuality of posts bemg not filled 
w1thm this cntena, they may be open only for applicants 
w1thm the category of the backward classes 

The CPI(M) has also asked for five to ten per cent res
ervation for the poor of the upper castes to be mcluded m 
this package on the Imes of assurances made by the then 
Pnme Mm1ster, VP Smgh, m Parliament The CPI(M) hopes 
that a national consensus can be achieved on the basis of the 
above formula which ensures social JUStlce and also pre
vents 1t from depnvmg sections of people 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, September 29, 1991 



Greetings to People's Republic of China* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) sent the following message of greetings on 
September 28, 1991, to the Communist Party of China on 
the 42nd anniversary on thefoundmg of the People's Republzc 
of Chma. 

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of India 
(Marxist) sends its fraternal revolutionary greetmgs to the 
Commumst Party of Chma and the People's Republic of 
Chma on the occasion of the 42nd anmversary of the found
mg of the People's Repubhc of Chma. 

Commg as 1t does m the context of setbacks to Soc1ahsm 
10 the Soviet Umon, the confusion 10 the ranks of Commu
msts, Sociahsts and progressives 10 very many countries, 
the steadfast loyalty and commitment to Soc1ahsm displayed 
by Chma 1s an important factor 10 stemmmg the tide of t_he 
counter-revolutionary offensive agamst Soc1ahsm 101t1ated 
and unleashed by 1mpenahsm throughout the world The 
Ch10ese leadership has stated that the Chmese people would 
unswervmgly push forward Soc1ahst modem1zat1on and re
forms 

The Chmese Revolution was the trail blazer and the 
pathfinder m a Thud World country Though 1t had to pass 
through many v1c1ss1tudes, the Commumst Party and the 
People's Repubhc of Ch10a adhered to Marx1sm-Lemmsm 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delh1, October 6, 1991 
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and today is a beacon hght for millions of people f1ghtmg 
for a better hfe and hvmg 

It is with a sense of pnde that we recall how the People's 
Republic of Chma and the Communist Party of Chma rolled 
back 1mpenahst-msp1red counter-revolutionary moves JUSt 
two years back Meetmg the challenge posed by the forces 
m1m1cal to Socialism, has enabled the Communist Party of 
Chma inspire people throughout the world fighting for So
c1ahsm In the wake of this great fight, further steps taken 
by the Party and the State to revamp the Party organization 
and unleash a struggle to raise the level of consciousness of 
the Chmese people in building Socialism, will also be an 
object lesson for many countries and parties 

The Soc1ahst path that the Chinese people embarked upon 
with the foundation of the People's Repubhc of China ts 
reg1stenng steady progress, although there have been many 
ups and downs The Chinese economy is showing strong 
trends of recovery and progress despite the recent nat10nal 
disasters The CPl(M) wishes the Government and people of 
China all success in the economic reforms which will make 
China a prosperous and strong power 

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) hopes that in 
the renewed venture of renewal of Soctahsm in China, 1t 
will be possible through stages, for the Chinese people, to 
smash the centunes-old shackles of poverty and march ahead 
to the goal of establishing a full fledged developed Soc1ahst 
state The Central Committee of the CPl(M) 1s happy to 
note the contmumg improvement in relations between China 
and India, the two most populous countnes in the world, 
and hopes that the relations will go on improving further on 
the basis of mutual respect and fnendshtp between the two 
countnes 

On this happy occasion of the 42nd anniversary of the 
foundmg of People's Repubhc of China, the Central Com
mittee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) sends its 
warmest revolutionary greetings and wishes further success 
in this march to the chenshed goal of fullfledged Soctahsm 



On Romanian Diplomat's Abduction* 

Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
October 9, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) 1s shocked at the reported 
k1dnappmg of the Romaman Charge-de-Affairs m India 

Given the background of the unsuccessful attempt on the 
hfe of Shn Ribeno m Romama by Sikh extremists, this 
ktdnappmg could be the handiwork of these forces m India 

This 1s a clear wammg to the Government of India that 
even the hves of diplomats are not safe 

The Pohl Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the Govern
ment of India to give up the pohcy of dnft on Punjab and 
tackle this question on pnonty basis m findmg a pohucal 
solution alongw1th stem admmistrat1ve measures. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 20, 1991 



Reckless Move on Ayodhya Dispute* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
October 11, 1991 

The BJP-led Uttar Pradesh State Government has issued a 
notificat10n providmg for the acqu1S1tton of the four plots of 
land which mcludes parts of the disputed site at Ayodhya 
Earher, many other sites around the disputed areas had been 
taken over by the VHP It 1s sigmficant that the notification 
for the acqu1S1tton has been issued bypassmg some legal 
provisions m the name of the "urgency of the matter" These 
moves conclusively mdicate and Press reports confirm that 
the BJP Government has decided to proceed with the con
structton of the temple at the site 1rrespect1ve of all the 
senous imphcations 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) 1s gravely concerned 
about the possible dangerous consequences of this reckless 
move This move could encourage 1rrespons1ble elements m 
the maJonty commumty and could endanger the secunty 
and nghts of the mmont1es throughout the country The 
danger of aggravation of communal tension and confronta
t10n 1s also very real 

The CPl(M) has consistently upheld that the dispute should 
be settled peacefully either through negotiated agreement 
between the parties or through a Judicial verdict The Party 
has warned cigamst any other methods as these were bound 
to result m senous consequences 

The Poht Bureau appeals to the Umon Government to 
take urgent note of the developing situation and take immediate 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Dclh1, October 20, 1991 
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steps to avert a maJor threat to communal harmony and 
nat10nal umty 

The Poht Bureau demands that an urgent meetmg of the 
National Integration Council be convened to ensure a peace
ful settlement of the dispute 



Polit Bureau on AIR 's Appeasing 
Burmese Junta* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) is aghast to learn that All 
India Radio (AIR), at the behest of the rulmg military JUnta 
of Burma, has imposed an embergo on the exiled daughter 
of the famous Burmese leader, U Nu. This clearly violates 
the pubhc pronouncements of the Government of India and 
its spokesman It is clear that this has been done to satisfy 
the military Junta agamst whom Miss Than Thaun has been 
conductmg a struggle to restore democracy m Burma 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE' s DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 20, 1991 



Polit Bureau Communique* 
Issued following its meeting held in New Delhi on 
October 7-8, 1991 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India(Marxist) 
met in New Delhi on October 7-8, 1991. It heard the report 
of the Party delegation to China and approved the delega
tion's work. The Polit Bureau discussed the current political 
situation and issued the following communique. 

Sharp Price Rise 
The Polit Bureau expressed its deep concern at the serious 
i'lflationary trends in the economy which has led to all-round 
escalating prices. This is causing great hardship to the 
people. The annual rate of inflation touched 15.7 per cent in 
September. The public distribution system is unable to 
cope with it by neutralizing the open market prices with 
inadequate supplies and the narrow scope of the commodities 
provided. 

The full effects of the new economic policy measures, 
including the devaluation of the rupee, is now manifesting 
itself in the economic situation. Instead of providing relief 
to the people, the Narasimha Rao Government is going ahead 
with big concessions to monopolists and forei~n capital. 
The Ordinance amending the MRTP Act by which the big 
business houses have been freed from all checks, is the 
latest instance. This was done a few days after the budget 
session in order to avoid Parliament. 

*Published in 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 20, 1991. 
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The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) noted with sat1sfact1on 
the big success of the September 27 rally held m New Delhi 
at the call of the Left Parties and National Front. The big 
response to this call from all parts of the country must be 
earned forward by developmg the umted mass struggles of 
all sections of the people agamst the new economic pohc1es 
of the Government. 

19 November Strike Call 
In th1s connection the next important stage of the mass protest 
action 1s the call of the central trade umons for an all India 
mdustnal general stnke on November 29. The Poht Bureau 
caJled upon all its umts to throw its full weight behmd the 
efforts to make this action a total success. 

Carla Hills' Visit 
The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) viewed with serious con
cern the heightened pressures on India to surrender Its po
s1t1on on mtellectuaJ property and to accept the US. for
mula on patents. 

The amval of Carla Hills, the U S trade representative, 
to India and her talks here and m Washmgton with 
Ch1dambaram have given nse to widespread apprehensions 
that the Narasimha Rao Government will resJle from its 
earlier position m order to prevent sancttons under the Spe
c1a) 301 clause of the U S Trade Act 

Ms Carla Hills has arrogantly re1ected India's stand on 
the patents issue, she has demanded that the services sector 
be opened to foreign capital She has also opposed the Indian 
Government's provJSJons for export earning as a cond1t1on 
for foreign mvestments m trade related sectors The opening 
up of the services sector and mod1ficat1on of patent laws 
under U S. pressure will be a ma1or step to compromise the 
economic sovereignty of the country The CPI{M) demands 
of the Government of India a fu)) discussion m Parhament 
before 1t commits 1tseJf to any position detrimental to the 
country's mterest 
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Dangers to National Umty 

The National Executive sess10n of the BJP held m 
Tnvandrum, and the earher VHP meet at R1sh1kesh, have 
made 1t clear that the VHP and BJP are bent upon ag
gravatmg the situation at Ayodhya by pursumg thetr plans 
for begmnmg the construct10n of the temple at the dis
puted site Clandestme moves are afoot to fac1htate such 
1HegaI construction 

If such a step 1s embarked upon, 1t will have serious 
consequences for communal harmony and national umty 
The Central Government has to discharge 1ts respons1b1hty 
to avert such a situation and uphold the rule of law All the 
secular poht1cal parties must take a united stand to ensure 
that such a confrontation does not develop and to mob1hze 
pubhc opm1on m favour of either a negotiated settlement or 
acceptance of the court verdict 

The Poht Bureau demanded the 1mmed1ate convenmg of 
the National Integration Council to discuss the issue 

The situation m Punjab and Kashmir has further deteno
rated m the recent penod The Naras1mha Rao Government 
contmues with a lackada1s1cal approach m tackhng the situ
ation and has faded to take any major poht1cal m1uauves 
In Punjab, the Khahstam extremists have targetted the fam1-
hes of pohce personnel and over 80 family members of 
pohce officials have been brutally killed m the state m the 
past ~hree weeks In the case of Kashmir, the fundamentalist 
forces are bemg buttressed by large-scale mfiltrat1on of tramed 
extremists from across the border by Pakistan The Central 
Government's lack of 1mttattve m adoptmg a comprehensive 
pohcy which addresses to the genuine problems of the peo
ple, while takmg firm admm1strat1ve measures, is gomg to 
cost the country heavily 

The situation m Assam has worsened leadmg to the de
ployment of the army to tackle the ULFA menace The bun
ghng by the Sa1k1a Government and the Centre m first 
releasmg all the ULFA detenus without any pnor assurance, 
led to large-scale k1dnappmgs and hostages. 
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Reservation for OBCs 

The Poht Bureau welcomed the announcement by the Cen
tral Government on reservation for Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs) which mamtams the 27 per cent reservation ID JObs 
It mtroduces an economic cntena w1th1D these reservations 
so that preference 1s given to the needy sections, and ID case 
vacancies are not filled they would be available to the others 
w1th1D the backward classes Ten per cent reservation has 
been provided for the poor of other castes. This is a formula 
which was advocated by the CPl(M) as a reasonable basis 
for a consensus Acceptance of such a formula will protect 
the pnnc1ple of social JUSt1ce and held to arnve at a wider 
understandmg to avert further d1vmveness. The Pohl Bu
reau appeals to all sections of the people to see that the 
issue is settled on the basis of this consensus to prevent 
d1vers1onary attempts to d1v1de the people 

On Kerala 

The Poht Bureau strongly condemned the Congress(!) Gov
ernment's anti-democratic steps to curtail and sabotage the 
1mplementat1on of devolution of powers to the D1stnct Coun
ctls The D1stnct Counctls Amendment Bill passed ID the 
Kerala Assembly recently, seeks to nulhfy the electoral mandate 
of the people who elected the first D1stnct Counctls under 
the new set-up The add1t1on of MLAs and MPs to the coun
ctls is a blatantly petty and partisan move to gerrymander a 
maJonty for the UDF. The Karunakaran Government is also 
contemplatmg anti-democratic changes m the umvers1ty struc
ture and the Granthashala Act. The thrust of these measures 
is to curtail democratization, which goes aga1Dst the wishes 
of different sections of the people who had struggled hard 
to achieve these democratic gams. 

On Tripura 

The Congress(l)-TUJS coahtton Government racked by ID

ternal d1ssens1ons and quarrels, contmues to resort to m
tlm1dat1on and terror which has affected large sections of 
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the people In the recent penod, there have been a spate of 
murders and rapes of women In the month of September 
alone there have been 32 murders and seven rapes and 
gangrapes The Poht Bureau demanded the settmg up of a 
comm1ss1on of enqmry under the Comm1ss1on of Enquiry 
Act to mvest1gate all the cases of atrocities and rapes agamst 
poht1cal opponents and tnbal people m the State. The pn
vate armed gangs of the vanous Congress(!) leaders must be 
1mmed1ately disbanded and the rule of law restored m the 
State 

Janata Dai 
The Poht Bureau expressed concern at the mner situation m 
the Janata Dai which 1s embroiled m mternal controversies 
which detract from strengthenmg the umty of the demo
cratic and secular forces which are called upon to meet the 
many challenges facmg the country It expressed the hope 
that the Janata Dai will be able to put its house m order and 
contribute to the strengthemng of the common movement 
agamst pohc1es of the Government and agamst the commu
nal danger. 

On Arms Cut 

The announcement by the U S President of cuts m nuclear 
arms and the response of President Gorbachev by announc
mg reciprocal cuts m nuclear weaponry are pos1t1ve in the 
sense that 1t leads to the ehmmatlon of substantial portion 
of tactical nuclear weapons now deployed by both sides. 
There are also elements m the package announced by both 
sides which reduce the deployment of some other categories 
of strategic nuclear weapons. However, the American pro
posals are designed, in the mam, to reduce the Soviet Umon's 
m1htary arsenal m areas where the Umted States 1s at a 
disadvantage, while protectmg and advancmg key elements 
m the Umted States' "strategic modernization" of nuclear 
weapons The Strategic Defence Imt1at1ve, i e., the Star Wars 
programme, will be utilised to mamtam strategic nuclear 
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dominance As m the case of the Strategic Arms Reduction 
Treaty(START) signed m July by the U S and the Soviet 
Umon, now also the Umted States 1s free and determined to 
pursue the development of new weapons such as the B-2 
stealth bomber and the Trident II submarine m1ss1le 

In the new world s1tuat1on, wtth the crisis in the Soviet 
Umon, the Umted States 1s determined to strive for nuclear 
superiority and m1htary dominance That 1s why 1t has not 
c~red to respond to Soviet requests for a moratorium on 
nuclear testing Until the Umted States of America 1s forced 
to take maJor in1t1at1ves for the ehmmatlon of all nuclear 
wepons, the threat to world peace and the danger of a nu
clear holocaust will remam Now with the absence of the 
so-called "Soviet threat", tne world peace movement must 
step up its efforts to force the Umted States to abandon its 
quest for nuclear domination 

Central Committee Meeting 

The Poht Bureau discussed and finalized two drafts to be 
placed before the forthcoming Central Committee meeting 
to be held from October 19 to 22 The Draft Poht1cal Reso
lution for the Fourteenth Party Congress will be finalized in 
the Central Committee meeting and released to all the Party 
umts for pre-Congress d1scuss1ons The Poht Bureau also 
discussed the Draft Resolution on Ideological Issues to be 
placed before the Central Committee. 

Vo! XXlll-41 



Condolence on Comrade 
Biswanath Mukherjee* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) deeply mourns the death of 
Comrade B1swanath Mukherjee. 

Comrade B1swanath Mukherjee was a veteran revolution
ary who dedicated his entire hfe for the Commumst cause 
and m the service of the people An ardent champion of the 
downtrodden, he served the Commumst movement for long 
years with utmost smcenty and sacrifices In his death the 
Left and democratic movement m our country has lost a 
valuable fighter. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) conveys its deep condo
lences to his wife, a veteran Commumst leader, Comrade 
Geeta Mukheqee, who is a member of the Lok Sabha The 
Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) conveys its gnef to the CPI for 
this loss 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 20, 1991 



Condolence on Comrade 
K. Anandan Nambiar* 

The Tamil Nadu State Secretanat of the CPl(M) announces 
with deep sorrow the sad demise of Comrade K Anandan 
Nambiar, one of the semor leaders of the Party, one of the 
founders of the South Indian railway workers' movement 
and a freedom-fighter He passed away at 10 00 a m at 
Tnchy on October 11, 1991 He was 73 

Comrade K Anandan Nambiar started his pohtical career 
as a member of the Commumst Party 50 years ago As an 
employee of the South Indian Railways, he orgamzed the 
South Indian railway workers and led many of their strug
gles Recogmzmg his services, the railway workers elected 
him general secretary of South Indian Railway Labour Un
ion, the predecessor of the present DREU He served m this 
post for several years 

In the year 1946, he was elected to the Madras Assembly 
from the railway workers' constituency He was also elected 
to Parliament as a candidate of the Party m 1952, 1962 and 
1967 elections from Nagapattanam and Tnchy constituen
cies He was also a very good orator He dedicated his hf e 
for the Commumst movement and underwent several years 
of impnsonment and underground hfe He served as a mem
ber of the State Committee of the Party for a long penod 

The State Secretariat of the Party dips the Red Flag and 
pays salutes to the memory of Comrade Anandan Nambiar 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCltACY', New Dclht, October 20, 1991 
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The Party conveys us deepest condolences to his w1f e and 
the bereaved f arnlly 

The CPl(M) State Secretanat expresses its behef that bis 
record of pubhc hfe. devouon and IDJhtant service to the 
Commumst movement, would stand as a beacon bght for 
the working class, Party comrades, democrats and patnots 



On Diabolical Massacre at Rudrapur* 
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) issued statement dated 
October 18, 1991 to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its deep shock 
and outrage at the homfic massacre at Rudrapur in Nain1tal 
d1stnct Due to two bomb explosions, according to the of
ficial tally, 55 people have died and over a hundred people 
injured, many of them senously. It 1s feared that the death 
toll will be much higher The diabohcal nature of these 
killings by the terronsts 1s seen by the second bomb blast 
at the local hospital 

These killings have been perpetrated obv10usly with an 
intention to spread terror and provoke reactions which can 
disturb communal amity All sections of people must unite 
to see that the game of these anti-national forces 1s foiled 
The Akah sections who have been only attacking state ter
ronsm, must reahse the harm they are domg to national 
unity They will have to come out forthnghtly against the 
Khahstam separatists and their inhuman terrorism The State 
Government, with the help of the Central Government, must 
vigorously track down the culprits responsible for this bar
barous crime 

The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to all 
those who have lost thetr family members in this cruel ..at
tack. The State Government should ensure that the mJured 
are provided the best medical treatment 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 27, 1991 



National Unity Under Grave Threat* 
Central Committee of the CPl(M) issued the 
following statement on October 22, 1991, while in 
session in New Delhi 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) strongly protests the 
holdmg of the 'bhoom1poo1an' and the d1ggmg conducted at 
a spot near the disputed site at Ayodhya by the V1shwa 
Hmdu Panshad and the Ram Janmabhoomt Mukt1 Ydgya 
Samitt This was done m the presence of the state pohce 
and d1stnct officials. The BJP State Government 1s fully 
conmvmg with the steps bemg taken to begm construction 
and encroach on the disputed site which has been specified 
by the High Court 

If this process contmues, the BJP Government will be 
responsible for the brazen defiance of law Obviously, the 
BJP has decided to allow these provocative steps with an 
eye to the forthcommg by-elecllon which can result ID grave 
repercussions for communal amity and national umty ID the 
entire country 

The Naras1mha Rao Government has not taken any dec1-
s1ve step to halt these illegal acttv1ttes. For the past few 
weeks, the CPl(M) and other secular forces have been de
mand1Dg the convenmg of the National Integration Council 
to discuss the issue. The Central Government has not acted 
m the matter exped1t1ously. A confrontation on the Ayodhya 
issue is a national issue of senous import The Central 
Government cannot evade its responsib1hty to uphold the 
law and defend secular values by ensurmg that the status 
quo at the disputed site 1s not altered m any way 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delht, October 27, 1991 
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The CPl(M) calls upon all the secular and democratic 
forces to umtedly mob1hze the people to isolate those bent 
upon communal confrontation It warns the BJP Govern
ment m U P. not to transgress the law and the JUd1c1al d1-
rect1ve 



CPl(M) Protests Finance Minister's 
Statement* 
Statement dated October 17, 1991, issued by the 
Polit Bureau to Press 

Shn Manmohan Smgh, Umon Fmance Mmtster, declared at 
Bangkok m the meetmg of the International Monetary Fund 
yesterday that he was gomg to close down unviable pubhc 
sector umts and soon start the sale of shares of pubhc sector 
umts He also said that the operation fac1ht1es for the for
eign banks will be hberahzed and pnvate banks encouraged 
to compete with the nat10nahzed banks which are gomg to 
be restructured immediately These declarations are agamst 
the assurances given by the Government ms1de and .outside 
Parliament that the Government is not gomg to pnvattze the 
pubhc sector mdustnes and banks, and the commandmg heights 
of the pubhc sector will be mamtamed 

Mr Smgh hds completely succumbed to the IMF de
mands to pnvat1ze the pubhc sector mdustnes together with 
the financial mstttut1ons He 1s mortgagmg our country's 
economic sovereignty, and allowmg multmat1onal compa
mes' dommatton of our financial and mdustnal sector 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly protests agamst 
these announcements bemg made by the Fmance Mtmster to 
sell our country's economic freedom. The Pohl Bureau ap
peals to the patnohc mmded people to raise their voice 
agamst this surrender to the IMF 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 27.1991 



Central Committee Demands Relief 
on War Footing in Earthquake 
Affected Areas of Uttar Pradesh* 
Issued statement dated October 21, 1991, to Press 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) expresses its deep 
shock and gnef at the widespread loss of hfe and large
scale destruction of houses and properties due to the severe 
earthquake m the Almora region and adJommg hill districts 
of Uttar Pradesh Many people are still trapped under the 
debns m vanous places Thousands have been seriously Injured 
The tragedy has struck thousands of fam1hes and disrupted 
normal hfe The intensity of the earthquake was such that 
its impact was felt m Delhi also 

The Central Committee calls upon the Central Govern
ment and the U P State Government to organize rehef work 
on a war footmg so that all the mJured are given proper 
medical treatment, all the people provided food, shelter and 
clothing Urgent plans must be drawn up for permanently 
rehab1htatmg the people affected by the tragedy 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 27, 1991 



Observe 74th Anniversary of 
Great October Revolution* 
Call Given by the Central Committee of the 
CPl(M) 

The CPI(M) has been observmg the anmversary of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution every year The Central Com
mittee of the CPI(M) calls upon all its umts and ranks to 
observe the occasion h1ghhghtmg the contributions made by 
Socialism to the people's struggles and the workmg class 
movement the world over smce 1917. 

This year these observations come m the background of 
the senous reverses to Soc1ahsm m the USSR. The ant1-
Commumst forces are exh1b1tmg theu mherent hostlhty and 
hatred towards Soc1ahsm and Marx1sm-Lemmsm, and cel
ebratmg the so-called demise of Soc1ahsm. In the process 
they are seekmg to obliterate the achievements of Soc1ahsm 
\vh1ch contmues to have a deep 1mpnnt on the people's 
struggle for hberallon and emancipation as well as on the 
human mtellect 

The October Revolution, for the first time m human his
tory, had established a society free from explo1tat1on, which 
contmues to be the asp1rat1on of b1lhons of workmg people 
the world over It was the Soc1ahst Soviet Umon which, for 
the first time m human c1v1hzat1on, enshrined the nght to 
work as a fundamental nght m its Constitution Many of the 
democratic nghts that are today considered mahenable m a 
c1v1hzed society are the result of people's struggles durmg 
the 20th century, whose mspuat1on was the yeammg for 
hberat1on and emanc1pat1on from explo1tation 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY'. New Dclh1, October 27, 1991 



Observe 74th Anniversary of Great October 651 

In Indian conditions, when the economic status of the 
common man 1s constantly on the dechne, with inflation 
running high, unemployment on the nse and the society 
d1v1ded at the behest of reactionary forces, the Great October 
Soc1ahst Revolution continues to inspire the struggle with a 
vision of creating an exploitation-free society 

The recent reverses are due, in the main, to the mistakes 
and d1stort1ons committed by the parties in power in these 
countnes, coupled with the ideological erosion These de
velopments only testify to the fact that 1t 1s neither Social
ism nor the hberating vision and influence of Marx1sm
Lemmsm that have failed Drawing the correct lessons that 
have been committed, the CPI(M) pledges itself to uphold
ing the banner of Marx1sm-Lemmsm to carry forward the 
struggle for the emancipation of the Indian people 

The people of the developing countnes particularly India, 
will now be subjected to a renewed 1mpenahst off ens1ve 
which seeks to subjugate their eccnom1es to suit its inter
ests Impenahst machinations are manifesting themselves m 
their active support to the secessionist and d1v1s1ve move
ments that are threatening the umty and integnty of our 
country, apart from the economic and poht1cal pressures. 

It 1s in this background that the CPl(M) Central Commit
tee calls upon all its umts and ranks to observe the 74th 
anniversary of the Great October Soc1ahst Revolution, which 
continues to inspire our Party and the Indian people, in a 
big way 



Greetings to Communists of Soviet 
Union on the Occasion of 74th 
Anniversary of the Great October 
Revolution* 
Sent by the Central Committee of the CPl(M) 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) sends its revolution
ary greetmgs to the Commumsts of the Soviet Umon on the 
occasion of the 74th anmversary of the October Revolution 
The Great October Sociahst Revolutionary led by the Com
mumst Party of the Soviet Umon (Russian Social Derno
cratic Labour-Bolsheviks) under the banner of Marxism
Lenmism, ushered m a new epoch m human history With 
this revolution, Sociahsm emerged as a powerful force on 
the world scene. We the Commumsts of India had always 
considered the success of this revolution not as an achieve
ment of the people of Russia alone but as a victory of the 
mtemauonal workmg class m its fight agamst capitahsm 

We today recall that the revolution was victonous as a 
result of the heroic, determmed and self-sacnficmg struggle 
of the Commumsts We also remember that the Sociahst 
power m the Soviet Umon could be consohdated only through 
determmed struggle by the workmg class and all t01hng 
people agamst the armed mterventlon by the impenahst powers 
and the treacherous counter-revolutlonary efforts of the de
feated exploitmg classes The Commumsls were m the fore
front of this struggle. 

Today we recall the mighty achievements of the first 
Sociahst state m bmldmg Sociahsm In the course of the 
three decades, the Sociahst system was consohdated and, 
thanks to the five-year plans, the country became one of the 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 3, 1991 



Greetings to Communists of Soviet Union 653 

most advanced mdustnal nations of the world with great 
achievements m all fields The success of the Socialist state 
m the spheres of providmg employment, social secunty, health, 
education, culture, etc , has proved the supenonty of So
c1ahsm ID prov1d1Dg a new hfe to mankmd 

In the Second World War, under the 1Dspmng leadership 
of the Commumst Party of the Soviet Umon, the entire 
people stood up to the ferocious onslaughts of the fascist 
forces and, m spite of the immense destruction and the death 
of mtlhons of people, the Soviet people finally achieved a 
world-historic victory 

On this occasion we recall the role of the Soviet Umon 
m extendmg its full support to the people of the oppressed 
countnes ID their fight for national liberation Who can deny 
that this fraternal assistance was a powerful factor which led 
to the collapse of colomahsm? The fraternal aid and assist
ance offered by the Soviet Umon to the newly liberated 
countries to build thetr economies is also a hallmark m 
recent history 

The signal contnbutton of the Socialist Soviet Umon to 
the cause of world peace can never be underestimated The 
very existence of the Soviet Umon and other Soc1ahst coun
tries was the major factor that bndled the aggressive forces 
of impenahsm and war The role of the Soviet Umon ID this 
sphere has profound s1gmficance even today 

The very successes of the Commumst Party of the Soviet 
Umon ID all these fields, are pnmanly due to the Party 
be1Dg based on the ideology of Marx1sm-Lemmsm. The 
example of the Soviet Umon and its active 1Dternattonahst 
role has been an important factor contnbutmg to the emer
gence and strengthenlDg of the world Commumst movement 
and all the struggles of the t01hng people everywhere. 

Today we watch with great anxiety and anguish the danger 
of d1smtegrat1on of the Umon of Soviet Soc1ahst Republics 
and the threat to the estabhshed Soc1ahst system The reports 
of the counter-revolutionary reactionary attacks to which the 
Commumsts of the Soviet Umon are bemg subjected, cause 
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immense sorrow and concern to the progressives and revo
luttonanes throughout the world 

We are conveymg to you our greetmgs on this historic 
day with the firm behef that the Commumsts of the Soviet 
Umon will surmount all these hardships and suffermgs and 
uphold the banner of Sociahsm, Marxism-Lenmism and 
proletarian mtematlonahsm 



Unitedly Foil BJP Game* 
Call given by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the 
vandahsm mdulged m by the VHP and the BaJrang Dai men 
who stormed the Bahn Masjid, damaged portions of the 
boundary wall and hoisted saffron flags on October 31 This 
action has fully exposed the BJP State Government's con
nivance m the gross violation of the law and the court di
rective This is clear from the fact that these illegal activi
ties were conducted m the presence of the pohce and dis
tnct admmistrahve officials 

The BJP State Government has failed to mamtam the 
court duective that the status quo at the disputed site should 
m no way be altered In fact, the notification by the State 
Government to acquue land, mcludmg portions of the dis
puted site, is bemg utihsed, m violation of the recent court 
duectlve, to allow the VHP and the BaJrang Dai to stage its 
provocative activities which are immensely harmful for com
munal amity and national umty The confrontation at Ayodhya 
bemg promoted by the State Government and the VHP, has 
to be firmly met and foiled 

The Narasimha Rao Government has chosen to adopt a 
pohcy of wait and see which has emboldened the provoca
teurs Shukmg its responsibihty would only mean further 
encouragement to the forces determmed to challenge the 
secular State. 

The Poht Bureau appeals to all patnotic and secular sections 
*Published an 'PwPt.e's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 10, 1991 
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of the people to unite to face this challenge to secularism 
and national unity It demands of the Central Government 
firm measures to uphold the law and the Constitution by 
mvolvmg Parliament to get its sanction for such measures 



Stop This Humiliating Move by Narasimha 
Rao Government for IMF Loan Under 
Extended Structural Adjustment Facility* 
Protest statement dated November 3, 1991, issued 
by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its senous con
cern at reports that the Naras1mha Rao Government has now 
decided to nt>got1ate an IMF loan under the Extended Struc
tural Adjustment Facility (ESAF) This follows the IMF 
dec1S1on to clear 2 262 billion dollars (Rs. 5,875 crores) 
standby credit for which the Indian government accepted all 
the cond1t1onalit1es set out by the Fund. 

The recent v1s1t of the IMF managmg director to New Delhi 
has obviously set the stage for the next phase of the nego
tiations for the ESAF loan. By makmg this request m the 
IMF as this loan fac1hty 1s utllized by the poorest countnes 
which are subjected to the most hum1hatmg cond1t1ons. India 
will be takmg recourse to this facility for the first time One 
need not underlme what grave effects It will have on India's 
economic sovereignty. 

Dr Manmohan Smsh. the Fmance M1mster, m the last 
session of Parliament. had stated that the Government 1s not 
negotlatmg an extended fund loan. He has deliberately mis
led measures taken under the pressure of the IMF and World 
Bank which are ant1-nat1onal Behmd the backs of the In
dian Parhament and the people. the Fmance Mm1ster and 
the Congress(!) Government 1s step by step undermmmg the 
framework of self-reliance and the public sector. 

The CPI(M) appeals to all patnot1c and democratic sections 
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to demand that the Government desist from takmg any ESAF 
or Extended Fund Fac1hty loan and bmld up a powerful 
umted movement agamst the dangerous course adopted by 
the Rao Government 



On the murder of Comrade 
Sarwan Singh Cheema* 
Statement dated November 4, 1991, issued to Press 
by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) 1s shocked at the ghastly 
murder of Comrade Sarwan Smgh Cheema and five others 
at the hands of extremists ID a bomb blast near Jand1anla at 
10 00 am today. Comrade Cheema was a member of the 
Secretanat of the Punjab State Committee of the CPI(M) 
and the General Secretary of the State K1san Sabha Ded1-
cat1Dg himself to the cause of the Party, dur1Dg his pohtical 
career spann1Dg a forty-year penod, Comrade Cheema was 
jaded several times He met his last when attacked by ex
tremists while on his way to Jullandhar to attend a JOIDt 
meet1Dg of the two K1san Sabhas. 

While the anti-national elements have been mak1Dg our 
Party the malD political target, the Central Government can
not be absolved of its respons1b1hty, as 1t 1s due to Its pohcy 
of dnft that the worst detenorat1on has taken place ID the 
past few months. 

The Poht Bureau urges upon the Central Government to 
stop expenmentlDg ID Punjab and give pnonty to find1Dg a 
solution 

The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to the 
family of Comrade Cheema and the fam1hes of the other 
comrades who were killed along wtth him 
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Polit Bureau on Disruptive Role of BJP* 
Statement dated November 11, 1991, issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
issued the following statement on November 11, 1991 

The BJP has once agam raised the issue of the reorga01-
zat1on of States This 1s a brazen attempt to d1sorga01ze the 
ex1stmg federal structure of Indian Umon It 1s clear that the 
BJP 1s not content with rousmg communal passions that are 
already wreakmg havoc to the umty of our people 

The lmgmst1c reorgamzatton of the States m India was 
the result of decades long popular people's struggles of various 
hngmsttc groups In today's cond1t1ons of mcreasmg dan
gers to our country's umty and mtegnty, what 1s required 1s 
a radical restructunng of the Centre-State relations as the 
CPl(M) has been consistently suggestmg Instead, the BJP 
by brmgmg this issue to the fore, will only further encour
age f1ss1parous tendencies and parochial passions. This will 
further undermme the umty of our country and embolden 
the d1v1S1ve forces. 

Such a demand of the BJP will only gladden the hearts 
of 1mpenahsts and other enemies of our country. 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) appeals to the people of 
our country to umtedly rebuff such d1srupt1ve moves and 
safeguard our country's umty 
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Shocking U.N. Recognition to 
Anand Marg Outfit* 
Protest statement dated November 12, 1991, issued 
by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its strong disap
proval of the decmon of the Umted Nations Secretariat to 
accord the Anand Marg Umversal Rehef Team recogmhon 
as a non-governmental orgamzat1on This status of an NGO 
for an Ananda Marg outfit by the Umted Nations Secretariat 
1s shockmg, cons1denng its violent and dubious record It 1s 
well-known ID India that the Anand Marg has been conduct
mg terronst1c act1v1t1es Some of these act1v1t1es have been 
documented and printed by the Government of West Bengal 
last year 

It 1s surpnsmg that the U N Secretanat has not taken 
mto account the conv1ct1on last year, ID an Australian court, 
of an Anand Marg follower ID the case of the attempted 
assassmat1on of Shn Morar11 Desai ID Sydney which led to 
the death of two IDnocent persons Equally well-known are 
the terronstlc attacks on Indian m1ss1ons abroad by follow
ers of Anand Marg dur1Dg the penod when its chief, the late 
PR Sarkar, was ID 1a1l ID India on senous charges 

To give recogmt1on to such an orgamzation goes aga1Dst 
the very charter of the Umted Nations The Poht Bureau, 
whlle condemnmg this decmon, calls upon the Government 
of India to immediately take up the matter ID the Umted 
Nations and get the recogmtlon cancelled. 
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~ 
CPl(M) on the Bogus Claim of 
Congress(I) on the By-election 
Results* 
Statement dated November 19, 1991, issued to Press 
by the Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 

The Congress(!) leadership has been prompt m cla1mmg 
that the by-election results are an endorsement of the poh
c1es pursued by the Congress(!) Government smce 1t as
sumed office five months ago The results md1cate nothmg 
of the sort The elections held m md1v1dual constituencies 
m different parts of the country show that the Congressll) 
has made no s1gmf1cant gams compared to the trends m the 
general elections Wmnmg eight out of the 15 seats for the 
Lok Sabha by-elections while bemg m power, unhke the 
last elections, shows that the Congress(!) has not been able 
to convmce large sections of the people that its pohc1es are 
m any way different from the past Even the margmal gams 
made by the Congress(!) are the results of the fatlute of the 
secular Oppos1t1on parties to project an alternative pohcy 
platform for mob1hzmg the people. The key issue of the 
economic burdens on the people due to the Congress(!) 
Government's new pohc1es was not properly h1ghhghted 
There was also the shorts1ghted pohcy of a section of the 
Opposition hke the Telugu Desam m Andhra Pradesh 

The by-elections also reveal that the BJP is able to mam
tam an edge m U.P because of the contmumg weaknesses 
of the secular Opposition parties. In the absence of the con
certed efforts of the secular Opposition the communal poh
ttcs of the BJP contmues to pose a senous danger The lack 
of mtemal cohesion m the Janata Dal, and the divlSlon between 
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the Janata Dai and the SJP, though 1t was contamed to some 
extent, contmues to help the BJP to get a maJonty of the 
seats These parties must draw proper lessons from the by
elect1on results 

Both m Uttar Pradesh and B1har, where results are still 
mcomplete, the Congress(!) has fared as miserably as m the 
la!'t general elections Out of the 48 assembly seats for which 
results have been declared so far throughout the country, the 
Congress(!) has been able to wm only one-third The poh
c1es bemg pursued by the Congress(!), particularly on the 
economic front, 1s causmg senous suffenngs to the people 
and endangenng the economic sovereignty With such a pohcy 
the Congress(!) Government cannot promise either stab1hty 
or rehef to the common people 

The Poht Bureau congratulates the Left Front m West 
Bengal for wmmng the Puruha seat with a big margm In 
Kerala, the UDF has scraped through with a narrow margm 
of over 850 votes in the Ettumanoor assembly seat Five 
months ago, dunng the Parhament elections, the UDF had 
a lead of over 10,000 votes m this assembly segment This 
big dechne m the UDF vote md1cates how the people are 
v1ewmg the performance of the UDF Government. 

The Poht Bureau noted with senous concern the mcreas
ing violence and resort to nggmg, mtimidatton and use of 
cnmmals which was witnessed m these by-elections m dif
ferent parts of the country The violence has led to the loss 
of several hves and mJunes to many These harmful trends 
underline the urgency of mtroducmg electoral reforms to 
check the growmg malpractices 



Congress(l)-TUJS Government in 
Tripura Must Quit* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) made the demand in a 
statement released to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the murder 
of Shri Shyam Han Sharma, the BJP candidate for the Agartala 
assembly by-election m Tripura Two other BJP leaders were 
also seriously InJUred m the attack which took place m an 
election meetmg This hemous ktlhng has been perpetrated 
to get the elections countermanded This cnme is another 
blot on the bloody record of the Congress(l)-led Govern
ment m the State which has been openly encouragmg vio
lence and mayhem. 

It is sigmficant that a few days ago, the State Govern
ment withdrew all secunty personnel provided to the CPI(M) 
candidate, MLAs and other leaders Despite the protest of 
the CPl(M) and other Opposition parttes, the State Govern
ment refused to restore the security arrangements The 
Congress(!) Government at the Centre has chosen to dehb
erately ignore the reign of terror mstituted m the State by 
its party umt. The Sudh1r RanJan Mazumdar Government 
has no nght to stay m office and must qmt. 
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Polit Bureau on Communal Riots in 
Varanasi* 
Issued statement dated November 14, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau expresses its senous concern at the recur
rence of communal violence m Varanas1 after three days of 
curfew Eight people have died and many senously m1ured 
m the rampage by miscreants m certam parts of the city 
The fact that violence has recurred after the first mc1dents 
and curfew, shows that the admm1strat1on has failed to take 
sufficient precauttonary measures 

The BJP State Government has miserably failed to tackle 
the s1tuat1on. Preoccupied as It is m stokmg communal 
confrontation on the Ayodhya dispute. the Kalyan Smgh 
Government has been grossly negligent m ant1c1patmg such 
trouble which 1s a result of its own confrontattomst poh
ctes The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) demands that the State 
Government take adequate steps to deploy Central param1h
tary forces m adequate strength m the city and the army be 
called m if necessary to prevent further detenoration. 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 24, 1991 



Homage to Comrade Abdulla Rasul* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement 
dated November 21, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its profound 
gnef at the death of Comrade Mohd Abdulla Rasul on 
November 21, 1991, at the age of 88 Abdulla Rasul was an 
outstandmg leader of the Commumst movement and one of 
the pioneers of the orgamzed k1san movement m the coun
try Born m 1903, Abdulla Rasul, after his school education, 
plunged mto the non-cooperation movement m 1921 It marked 
the begmmng of his notable revolutionary career which spanned 
seven decades. In the 1920s he was elected member of the 
Bengal provmc1al committee and the provmcial Khtlafat 
committee. He part1c1pated m the c1vtl d1sobed1ence move
ment and was 1mpnsoned m 1932. Influenced by Left and 
Marxist ideas, he began an English weekly Comrade durmg 
the penod 1937 to 1939 

Abdulla Rasul became a member of the Communist Party 
of India m 1938 and began workmg as a Party wholettmer 
m the k1san front, a task he contmued till he breathed his 
last He became a member of the State Committee of the 
Party m 1939 

Abdulla Rasul made a hfe-long d1stmgmshed contnbu
t1on to the peasant movement m the country He part1c1pated 
m the f lfst All India K1san Sabha conference m Lucknow m 
1936 His p1oneermg role m developmg the kisan movement 
m the umted Bengal and the rest of the country was enormous 
He was elected General Secretary of the Bengal Provmc1al 
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K1san Sabha in 1938 He was the General Secretary of the 
All India K1san Sabha in 1940-41 He played an important 
role m gurdmg the m1htant Tebhaga movement m 1946-4 7 
which covered parts of the present-day Bangladesh He was 
v1ce-pres1dent of the AIKS till his death His book History 
of the All India Kisan Sabha is a valuable source of infor
mation about the development of the orgamzed k1san move
ment m the country 

Abdulla Rasul stood firmly with those who fought rev1-
s10msm m the united Party After the formation of the CPl(M), 
he was member of the West Bengal State Committee and a 
member of its Secretanat since its inception He consist
ently upheld Marx1sm-Lemmsm and fought the Naxahte de
viation He was elected to the Central Committee of the 
CPl(M) at the Eleventh Congress of the Party in 1982 Till 
his rettrement due to old age and tll health at the Thtrteenth 
Congress m 1988, he was also the convener of the Central 
Control Comm1ss10n 

Abdulla Rasul was a model Commumst leader For over 
six decades, he selflessly served the Party's cause with 
unmatched devotion In his Party hfe he was exemplary m 
upholding Communist norms and always putting the Party's 
interest above all Unmamed, he hved a spartan hfe He 
spent five years in Jatl m different penods mcludmg after 
independence He also spent six years underground 

The passmg away of this valuable veteran leader 1s a big 
loss for the Party, the Left movement and the K1san Sabha 
The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to Com
rade Rasul's close colleagues and members of his family It 
dips the Red Flag m his memory 



U.S. Pressure on India to Sign NPT* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued the following state
ment dated November 22, 1991, to Press warning 
Government of India not to resile from its past stand 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) views with concern the 
mountmg pressures of the USA on the Indian Government 
to sign the nuclear Non-Prohferat1on Treaty (NPT) The v1s1t 
of Mr. Regmald Bartholomew; U S Under-Secretary of State 
for International Aff a1rs, to India is mamly towards persuad
mg India to accept the NPT Given the long standmg pos1-
t10n of the Indian Government that 1t cannot be a party to 
the NPT, because it d1scnmmates between the nuclear weapon 
states and the non-nuclear ones, efforts are afoot to make 
India accept a safeguards regime under the superv1s1on of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) In this 
connection the v1s1t of Mr Hans Bhx, Director General of 
the IAEA, to India 1s significant as he has, m this unofficial 
tnp, held talks with Governmental leaders mcludmg the Pnme 
Mm1ster. 

The arguments for India not bemg a party to the NPT 
are still sound and vahd m the present mtemauonal situa
tton India has categorically declared that 1t wtll not make 
nuclear weapons and will develop nuclear power for peace
ful purposes. But It cannot foreclose any option as 1t con
cerns the sovereignty of the country and its secunty The 
pressures to curb this sovereign nght 1s part of the world
wide dnve by the USA to impose its new mternattonal 
order 
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The Poht Burea11 of the CPl(M) warns the Indian 
Government not to res1le from its past pos1Uons Any new 
step it 1s contemplatmg m this regard, must be placed be
fore Parliament and the Indian people for a full debate 



Brazen Attack on AKG Centre in Kerala* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued protest statement 
dated November 7, 1991, to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the 
unprovoked pohce attack on AKG Centre, the state head
quarters of the Kerala umt of the CPI(M), at Tnvandrum, 
today About 500 pohce personnel led by the city pohce 
commissioner, 10 an operation lastmg for over two hours, 
surroun(. d the office, fired dozens of teargas shells and, 
desperately, even resorted to stonethrow10g, whtle a meetmg 
of the State Secretariat of the Party was m progress mside 

Many Party leaders mcludmg Susheela Gopalan, deputy 
leader of the CPI(M) group m the Lok Sabha, and M A 
Baby, MP were manhandled The attack has also caused 
damage to the office 

This demonstrates to what length the Congress(I)-led 
Karunakaran Government 10 the State can go to stifle the 
voice of the Opposition and the people 

The Poht Bureau, whtle vehemently condemn10g this brazen 
attack, calls upon all democratic forces 10 the country to 
strongly register their protest aga10st this anti-democratic 
act 
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On Violence in Karnataka on the 
Cauvery Water Issue* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued protest statement 
to the Press expressing serious concern 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its deep concern 
and distress at the violent turn taken by the ag1tat1on on the 
Cauvery water issue m Karnataka The violence which erupted 
on the bandh day has led to loss of hves, arson and destruc
tion of property. There are disturbmg reports of attacks on 
people belongmg to the lmguistic mmonty m Bangalore It 
is evident that the pohce could not check the anti-social 
elements who took advantage of the abnormal situation The 
Poht Bureau has been warnmg agamst the chauvmistic ef
forts to rouse passions on Cauvery water issue which seeks 
to pit the people of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu agamst each 
other The Party is firmly opposed to the moves m both 
States to mstigate people agamst each other. The Poht Bu
reau demands of the Karnataka State Government firm steps 
to protect the Tamil mmonty m the State and puttmg down 
with a firm hand all attempts to foment stnfe The Poht 
Bureau also expects the AIADMK Government m Tamil Nadu 
to exercise restramt and to see that further tensions do not 
develop The Poht Bureau appeals to the people of both the 
States not to respond to disruptive appeals and mamtam amity 

The Poht Bureau hopes that the Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 
State Governments will respond to the Pnme M1mster's mv1ta
t1on for talks on the Cauvery issue on December 23, 1991 Only 
through negotiations can the problem of sharmg Cauvery water 
and the questions of the mtenm award of the tnbunal be resolved 
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BJP Yatra Erupts Communal 
Violence* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued protest statement 
dated December 16, 1991, exposing the disruptive 
role of BJP 

The Poht Bureau strongly condemns the communal violence 
which erupted m Palakkad town on December 15, 1991, 
which has led to the k11lmg of an mnocent girl and mJunes 
to many and destruction of property. That this mc1dent has 
taken place m Palakkad 1s ommous smce only two days 
before the BJP president's yatra had passed through the 
town. The so-called ekta yatra has claimed its first casualty 
m Palakkad. 

The Poht Bureau had warned earher that the State Gov
ernments must be alert to forestall any m1sch1ef generated 
by this yatra. The Karunakaran Government has been neg
ligent m this respect and must also bear responsibihty for 
not bemg vigilant 

The BJP and 1ts president mdulged m open communal 
propaganda dunng the course of the yatra m Kerala It 1s 
despicable that they talk of national umty and perpetrate a 
trail of discord and violence The Poht Bureau calls upon all 
sections of people to condemn this disruptive campaign of 
the BJP The communal mischeif at Palakkad must awaken 
all patnottc forces to the d1abohcal design behmd the yatra 
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Denounce This Surrender to 
U.S. Imperialism* 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) issued statement dated 
December 18, 1991, denouncing the United Nations 
General Assembly's Decision 

The Poht Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) 
considers the Umted Nations General Assembly's decmon 
to rescmd its own resolution equatmg zionsim with racism, 
adopted 16 years ago, as a surrender to US. 1mpenahsm 

This comes at a time when Israel is openly defymg UN. 
resolutions on the Middle East, refuses to vacate illegally 
occupied Arab territory and refuses to accept even the U S 
proposals for a solution to the conflict as reflected m the 
peace talks This decision will only strengthen Israel's 
mtractib1hty and further harm the Arab mterests and the 
Palesuman cause 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) denounces the stand taken 
by the Government of India India was among the 111 coun
tnes that voted m favour of the Umted States spo~sored 
resolution Notwithstanding the assurances given by the Indian 
representative at the U N that this does not mean a dilution 
of India's support to the Palestiman cause, this action is a 
clear volte-face of India's time-tested non-aligned anti-im
penahst foreign policy. 

The developmg countnes must realize, at least now, that 
U S. impenahsm, m the absence of the Socialist USSR, is 
seekmg to impose its "new world order" aimed at complete 
global domination. The CPl(M) appeals to the people of the 
developing world to forge stronger bonds of umty m struggle 
agamst such 1mpenahst moves 
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The CPl(M) reiterates its unstmted sohdanty with the 
struggle of the Palestm1an people for theu homeland The 
CPl(M) reiterates its uneqmvocal support to the PLO as the 
sole and leg1t1mate representative of the Palestmian people 

This U N dec1s1on, commg as 1t does on the fourth 
anmversary of the herotc Intifada, 1s clearly a part of the 
U S 1mpenahst plot to impose a solution on the Middle 
East confhct that 1s blatantly m its favour and that of Israel 
The CPI(M) calls upon all progressive, peace-lovmg people 
to v01ce theu protest agamst this surrender to U S 1mpen
ahsm and express sohdanty with the strugghng Palestm1an 
people who have been demed theu homeland for over four 
decades, as a result of a g1gant1c 1mpenahst fraud 



Appendix I 

Left Parties' Delhi Dharna on 
Punjab Issue* 

The Left part1es-CPl(M), CPI, Forward Bloc and RSP
held a day-long dharna at the Boat Club lawns on March 
29, 1989, to draw the attention of the Government to the 
Punjab problem and press for an urgent pohtical solution so 
that peace is restored m Punjab as soon as possible A large 
number of Left Party workers gathered at the Boat Club 
Among the leaders of the Left parties who attended the 
dharna were EMS Namboodmpad, BT. Ranad1ve, HK S 
Surjeet and E. Balanandan (CPl(M), C Rajeswara Rao, 
Avtar Smgh Malhotra and M A Farooq1 (CPI), Tnd1b 
Choudhury (RSP) and Ch1tta Basu (Forward Bloc) 

Addressmg the dharna the leaders of the Left parties 
expressed their angmsh at the detenoratmg s1tuat1on m Punjab. 
Charactenzmg the recent package on Punjab announced by 
the Pnme Mm1ster as madequate, the speakers said that it 
showed a sense of complacency They demanded an 1mme
d1ate poht1cal solution to the Punjab problem 

The speakers underhned the role of the Commumsts m 
Punjab m bravely facmg the extremist challenge and the 
sacnfices made by them m defendmg the umty of the na
tion. Exposmg the total failure of the Central Government 
and the President's Rule m the State, it was pomted out that 
the task of defendmg and mamtammg national umty had 
fallen on the shoulders of the workmg class. A warnmg was 
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also given that the role of 1mpenahsm m disruptmg the 
umty of the people should not be underestimated 

A memorandum was submitted to the Pnme Mm1ster 
which pomted out that the problem of Punjab has its imph
cat10ns for the country as a whole, and to save Punjab is to 
save India 

The memorandum demanded 
1 Tnal of all those who were mvolved m the nots fol

lowmg the assassmation of the Pnme Mmister, Indira Gandhi 
and especially, 1mplementat1on of the recommendations of 
the Mishra Comm1ss1on and the Jam-Banerjee Committee 

2 Fresh steps to be taken to find a pohllcal solution on 
the basis of the Ra.i1v-Longowal Accord 

3 The Government to convene an all-parties' conference 
to consider the Punjab question and find a solution to 1t 

4 Any effort to bargam with those who support terronsm 
and seperatism to be given up 

5 A popular gnevances-redressal machmery to be set up 
at the State and d1stnct levels m Punjab, and all pohucal 
parties and pubhc figures, to be represented on 1t 

6 Village self-defence squads to be orgamzed m disturbed 
areas and eqmpped with necessary arms and transport 

The memorandum urged upon the Pnme Mmister to fix 
a time-bound programme for the 1mplementation of the above 
suggestions 

The s1gnatones to the memorandum mcluded 

1 E M S Namboodmpad, 2 Harkishan Smgh Surjeet, 
3 B. T. Ranad1ve, 4 Samar Mukherjee, 5 C Rajeswara 
Rao, 6 Avtar Smgh Malhotra, 7. lndraJlt Gupta, 8 M Farooq1, 
9 Tnd1b Choudhury, 10 Ch1tta Basu 



Joint Appeal by Left Parties 
To Isolate Communal Forces 
and To Defeat Congress(!)* 

Appendix II 

Joint Statement dated October 1, 1989 released to 
Press in New Delhi 

E.M.S. Namboodiripad, General Secretary of the Commu
nist Party of India (Marxist); C. Ra1eswara Rao, General 
Secretary of the Communist Party of India; Chitta Basu, 
General Secretary of the Forward Bloc; and Tridib 
Choudhury, General Secretary of the Revolutionary So
cialist Party, have issued the following statement on October 
1, 1989: 

The BJP has revealed its true colours at its recently con
cluded National Counctl meetmg m Bombay. On all issues 
relatmg to the question of the secunty of the mmont1es m 
our country, the Ram1anmabhoom1-Babn Mas11d dispute, the 
Mmont1es Comm1ss1on, and Art1cJe 370 of the Const1tu
t10n, 1t has revealed its blatant communal position It has 
once agam raised its opposition to Urdu bemg declared the 
second official language m U P and other parts of the coun
try where it is widely spoken 

The dehberat1ons and conclusions of the session have 
shattered the tllus1ons of certam parties and groups which 
fondly hoped that the BJP would restram from ra1smg these 
issues m the forthcommg elecllons The BJP has made 1t 
clear that rousmg communal passions and spreadmg com
munal poison 1s an mtegral part of its electoral strategy. 

This comes m the background of the BJP's open alliance 
with the Sh1v Sena m Maharashtra which has now been 

*Published m 'PimPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 8, 1989 
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extended to Goa D1spellmg all m1sconcept1ons m certam 
circles and frontally rebukmg some Janata Dai leaders who 
continue to entertam that these adjustments are of a local 
nature, the BJP leaders mv1ted Bal Thackeray to their all
lnd1a sess10n The Sh1v Sena Chief has, m fact, been m
d1cted by the judicial courts for his blatantly ant1-Mushm 
act1v1t1es Seated, of course, alongside was the RSS Chief 
They described this umty as somethmg that goes beyond 
elections and as umty of mmds This was bemg done m 
Bombay where the BJP and the Sh1v Sena had JOmed hands 
with the Congress(!) m sabotagmg the h1stonc Bharat Bandh 
on August 30 It is mdeed regrettable that some elements m 
the J anata Dai are pullmg wool over their eyes on these 
dangerous developments How can one ally with those who 
openly champion aggressive communahsm and worked agamst 
the Bharat Bandh demandmg RaJiv's resignation? 

These developments come m the background of a cnt1cal 
national situation Inflammatory communal propaganda rousmg 
the passions of the people is already takmg heavy toll More 
than a dozen communal nots have taken place m B1har alone, 
apart from those in Ra1asthan (Kota), U P (Badaun), M P 
(Mhow) and Gujarat The situation m U.P 1s extremely 
explosive with widespread preparation bemg made by the 
BJP, VHP, BaJrang Dai m pursuance of the construction of 
the RamJanmabhoom1 temple on November 9 

The Left parties reiterate their demand that the Govern
ment should 1mmed1ately convene a meetmg of the National 
Integration Council to meet this challenge 

Further, m U P the BJP has now started rousmg commu
nal chauvimsm agamst the accordmg of second official lan
guage status to Urdu and has thus arrayed itself agamst all 
secular and democratic Oppos1tton parties. 

The commg elections, mstead of bemg utihzed as an 
opportumty for strengthenmg secularism, democracy and 
communal amity and safeguardmg umty of the country, are 
bemg turned mto a battleground for communal massacres 

Explo1tmg the vacillation on the part of some J anata Dai 
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leaders, the BJP 1s forcmg its way and statmg clearly that 
the Janata Dai should accept its communal platform 

The Left parties are gravely concerned at the extremely 
dangerous and mflammatory situation that these develop
ments are generatmg on the eve of the commg elections 
What 1s at stake 1s the very future of a umted secular India, 
a situation that gladdens the hearts of 1mpenahsm and the 
enemies of the nation 

The paramount task of defeatmg the Congress(!) 1s Jeop
ardized once any understandmg 1s reached with those who 
are advocatmg such an avowedly communal platform as the 
BJP 1s domg Apart from g1vmg the Congress(!) an oppor
tumty to parade as the only secular force, such a blatantly 
communal platform will only push the mmont1es mto the 
lap of the Cc;mgress(I) and undermine secular-democratic 
values This seriously weakens the struggle to defeat the 
Ra11v Government. Any electoral alliance with the BJP-Sh1v 
Sena combme will only ensure the victory of the Congress(!). 

The Left parties appeal to the Janata Dai and to all secu
lar-mmded for'-es m the country to rally together on an ant1-
Ra11v and anti-communal platform which alone will ensure 
a crushmg defeat of the Congress(!). 

The Left parties appeal to the people of our country to 
show utmost restramt and not fall prey to communal mach1-
nat1ons and v1olf'nce They appeal to the people to nse to 
the occasion, umte as never before to fight for the isolation 
of the communal forces, and mfl1ct a crushmg defeat on the 
Congress(!) m the commg elections 



Appendix Ill 

Long Live "La Passionaria"* 
Dolores lbarruri's Life and Contributions to 
Communist Movement 

'La Passionana', the legendary herome of Spam's Civil War 
and a lifelong Commumst died m hospital m Madnd, on 
November 12, 1989, at the age of 93. 

Born mto a mmer's family m Gallatra (Spam) on 
December 9, 1895, Dolores lbarrun JOmed the Spams So
cialist Party m 1917 and became an activist m the Spamsh 
workers' movement. 

Endowed with an mquisitive mmd and given to the habit 
of readmg, she was soon attracted to Marxism which gave 
her the msight that the source of our misery was not m 
heaven but on earth. "It arose from msututions established 
by men which could be altered or destroyed by other men" 

Thus began an arduous Journey of struggle, sacnfices, 
and leadership that made her a true legend m her own life
time The triumph of the October Revolution givmg birth to 
the fust Sociahst State, and her work m the Supporters' 
Group of the Communist International had a profound mflu
ence on her 

~She JOmed the Commumst Party of Spam when it was 
formed m 1920. By her studious work, orgamzmg ab1ht1es 
and practical leadership tn struggles, particularly of the mmers, 
and spreadmg the Commumst ideology, she soon acqmred 
prommence and was elected to the Central Committee m 1930 

Along with the growmg demands of expandmg pohucal 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Dclht, November 19, 1989 
Refer Document under Item No 55 of this Volume 
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work, Dolores had to fight a gnm battle with poverty Her 
only child fell a v1ct1m to malnutntion and when she died 
without medical care, Dolores had to borrow money for the 
coffin. 

With the abohtton of the monarchy m Spam m 1930, the 
Communist movement spread rapidly By then she had es
tablished herself as the most effective pubhc speaker who 
could enthral her audience for hours Durmg these years, 
she led a number of big stnkes bravmg brutal repression, 
besides assummg the respons1b1hty of ed1tmg the organ of 
the Communist Party 

Arrested and tortured, she successfully undertook a hunger
stnke m Jail for reforms, together with other Communist 
pnsoners, which won some of the demands. Released, she 
took the lead m organizmg the Women Agamst War move
ment and attended the first Intemat1onal Congress of Women 
Agamst War and Fascism m Pans m 1934. 

In this penod she also undertook several Journeys to Austna 
at great nsk to help the mmers' struggles there 

As a delegate to the Seventh Congress of the Commumst 
Intemat10nal at Moscow m 1935, where Georgi D1m1trov 
placed his h1stonc thesis for a Umted Front agamst fascism, 
she, together with other delegates from Spam, had to travel 
to Moscow secretly at great nsk 

The Moscow Congress worked as a catalyst for the umty 
of the workmg class and Dolores plunged mto a vigorous 
untmng campaign for the formation of what came to be 
known as the Popular Front The victory of the Front con
s1stmg of the Socialist Party, the petty-bourge01s Republi
can Party and the Commumst Party caused a stu m the 
whole of Europe 

Republican Spam was not to last long, as the loyalist and 
crafty General Franco, together with other generals, spear
headed a counter-revolution 

The trymg and bloody days of the C1vd War, showed the 
truly sterlmg and mdom1table quahty of Dolores 'La 
Pass1onana' was the name she earned when her cry 'No 



682 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

Pasaran' (They Shall Not Pass) became the rallymg pomt 
for pohttcal activists crusadmg agamst fascism and war Her 
wntmg and speeches stirred not only the 'tlllhons m Spam, 
but msp1red thuusands m other lands to form the Interna
tional Bngades, to fight-and many to die - m the first bat
tles against Fascism Her sumng call, "Better to die on 
one's feet, than hve on one's knees", reverberated through
out the world With the defeat of the Repubhcan Army, 
Dolores Journeyed to Moscow m exile, to return to her be
loved Spam only m 1977 on the death of General Franco 

In 1942 after the death of Jose Dias, Ibarrun became 
General Secretary of the Spanish Communist Party 

After returning to Spam, despite her advanced years, she 
started agam organ1zmg the people, rebutldmg the trade umons, 
fighting for the nghts of the peasants, for c1v1l hbert1es and 
further butldmg up the Communist Party. 

In 1985 the Spanish Party and Communists throughout 
the world celebrated the 90th birth anniversary of this great 
daughter of revolution 

Her hf e and work shall remam an mexhaust1ble source of 
mspuatton to mtlhons and m1lhons around the world fight
mg for freedom, democracy, peace and Soc1ahsm 

Dolores Ibarrun 1s dead La Pass1onar1a 1s immortal Long 
Live 'La Pass1onana'. 



Appendix IV 

Statement of CPl(M) Andhra State 
Secretariat on Election Results* 

The results of the elections to the Ninth Lok Sabha and the 
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly are now known The 
CPl(M) worked with the aim of defeating the RaJIV Govern
ment and returning the Telugu Desam Government m the 
State 

The Congress(!) has been defeated m the entire country 
This 1s a welcome development but, contrary to expectation, 
neither the CPl(M) nor the alhes could defeat the Congress(!) 
m Andhra Pradesh m the overwhelming maJonty of the Lok 
Sabha seats m the State While the Telugu Desam Party was 
able to win in only two seats, the alhes could not get even 
a single seat The TDP Government has been defeated in 
Andhra Pradesh and this has given the Congress(!) an op
portunity to come back to power Although the Party regards 
this as an unwelcome development, 1t has always respected 
the people's verdict 

While the people m the north have defeated the Congress(!) 
entirely, the same Congress party has secured a complete 
victory m the southern States where non-Congress Govern
ments existed The reasons for this unwelcome development 
are still to be studied In this connection 1t 1s necessary to 
find out the reasons why the Government, which for the last 
seven years was ruhng the State, and consistently fightmg 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, December JO, 1989 
Tlus was the Resolution adopted by the CPl(M) Andhra Pradesh Secre
tanat m its meeting held on November 27-28, 1989 
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agamst the authontanan rule of the Central Government, 
was defeated 

Constant Harassment 
As it becrme more and more clear that the RajIV Govern
ment would be defeated m the northern States, 1t concen
trated all its energies to make up that loss from the southern 
States The Government adopted an attitude of spite and 
part1ahty towards the States where the non-Congress(!) 
dovernments were ruhng and tned its best to prevent the 
execution of the developmental plans, projects, mdustnes 
and welfare act1v1t1es m those States. It thus tned to d1s
cred1t those State Governments. 

On one pretext or another, it had 1llegally overthrown the 
State Government m Punjab, Tnpura, Karnataka and brought 
them under its control to hold the elections there. Plans for 
wholesale nggmg of the elections was made previously m 
Tnpura, while 1t once attempted to overthrow the TOP 
Government, got d1scred1ted and did not venture to repeat 
the attempt. But It contmued to make several attempts to 
harass 1t at every step. Most of all, 1t became an eyesore for 
the RajtV Government as the TOP played a leadmg role m 
formmg the National Front and, m alhance with the Left 
Front Governments, assumed a major role with regard to the 
formmg of an alternative Government at the Centre That is 
why there was concentration on this State and special at
tempts were made to overthrow this Government. 

By mtervenmg m the State admm1strat1on at every step, 
it attempted duectly to bnng under its control the State 
admm1strat1ve machmery. 

It refused the State Government's request to provide an 
adequate armed force, thereby g1vmg encouragement to 
anarchic and extremist forces. It had thus created a psycho
logical fear among the State Government machmery that it 
will return to power and put 1t m a fix In this way, the 
Congress(I) leadership attempted to utthze the service of 
the admm1strat1ve machmery to its advantage. 
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Use of Dubious Methods 
It 1s a fact that in a planned way, the Congress(!) centre had 
directly supplied the candidates crores of rupees and moved 
its entire orgamzat10nal machinery into the election arena 
Extensive arrangements for campaign and orgamzat1on were 
made It stooped to any level to lure the voters and purchase 
their votes It orgamzed itself in advance and announced the 
Lok Sabha elections, with short duration and caught the 
Oppos1t1on parties unprepared With a design of somehow 
coming back to power, the Congress(!) leadership roused all 
caste, communal, regional, parochial, d1v1s1ve and anarchic 
forces in the country Central Cabinet Ministers themselves 
personally encouraged the caste orgamzat1ons 

On the other side, the leadership of the TDP could not 
prepare its orgamzatton to meet this offensive, build an or
gamzat1onal machinery which could successfully resist 
Congress(n attacks, nor mob1hze its party, giving confi
dence to its following by rousing the democratic conscious
ness Due to the autocratic methods adopted by the leader
ship, d1ssens1ons ms1de the party had been growing Meas
ures hke dissolution of the entire Mm1stry and settmg up 
candidates as 1t hked, has done harm to the TDP No heed 
was paid to the advice and suggestions given by our Party 
as a fnendly party, on certain occasions The desire to bmld 
their orgamzat1on, to nurse their const1tuenc1es and to popu
lanze the party was weakened among the leadership and the 
cadres And those who disrupted the party and JOmed 
Congress(I), got nominations and won the elections 

Even though the Congress(!) 1s m a much worse orgam
zat1onal posttton m this respect, 1t worked with the sole aim 
of returning to power by any means 

TDP Fails to Meet Offensive 

The Congress(!) had cnt1c1zed the failures of the TDP Gov
ernment to the utmost-the attitude of the TDP Government 
towards land reforms, the manner m which 1t dealt with the 
middle class employees and teachers, taxes, etc , which hit 
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the common peasantry and small traders-which had harmed 
its mterests Its other measures of confemng property nghts 
on women, supplymg nee at Rs 2 per kilo, construction of 
houses for the poor, concession m electnc1ty rates, etc , 
could not counter the losses engendered by the basic atti
tude adopted by the Government 

Even though it changed to some extent its attitude to
wards the teachers and State Government employees, the 
assurances could not be faithfully implemented The atti
tude of the Government with regard to the issues of the 
students and on unemployment rehef had mcreased dissat
isfaction among the youth. All these brought it harm. This 
does not mean that the Congress(!) party or its Governments 
will do better and give greater rehef, but the issue 1s that all 
this gave an opportumty for propaganda agamst the TOP 
Government 

The CPl(M) holds that it was because of these weak·~
nesses that the TDP could not consolidate its strength and 
move forward That is why the CPl(M), while conducting 
several campaigns to get these demands accepted, had taken 
a friendly attitude throughout. Even though the TDP had 
adopted an unreasonable attitude m respect of seat adjust
ments, the CPl(M) accepted this for the sake of the pohttcal 
objective Because of TDP failures to sufficiently educate 
its lower cadres to adjust with the alhes and concentrate 
their fire agamst the Congress(!), several d1fficult1es had to 
be faced. Even though the Central Government was creating 
several obstacles for the State and several financial difficul
ties by refusmg financial aid-m-grants, the State Govern
ment failed to put its difficulties before the people and with 
assistance of the alhes mob1hze the people agami,t such 
d1scnmmation 

Stand of Allies 

All the parties considered to be alhes of the TDP did not 
take the same stand as the CPl(M) and thus gave an oppor
tumty to the Congress(!) to recover They had earned on a 
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virulent campaign against the TDP Government after the 
1985 Assembly elections and took an attitude m all the 
elections to the local bodies which went agamst the TDP 
and helped the Congress(!) This anti-TOP attitude taken 
particularly by the CPI till the end and 1ts attempt to get 
together all the anti-TDP forces into a front, had done im
mense political harm Even though the other parties after 
some time and the CPI at the eleventh hour changed their 
attitude the poht1cal harm was already done This change in 
the political attitude of the leadership did not percolate down 
to Its cadres m some areas and this has created some loss 
for mobihzing all the anti-Congress(!) votes umtedly 

Due to all these reasons the TDP Government was ousted 
and again the Congress(!) rule has been installed Even though 
the defeat of the Congress(!) at the Centre raises hopes, the 
seizing of power in our State by the undesirable, authontar-
1an forces will lead to many harmful consequences We can 
never expect from the Congress(!) leadersh1p-wh1ch 1s 
notonous for its corruption, opportunism, authontanamsm, 
anti-people pohc1es and for fomenting and harbouring anar
chic forces-that 1t will adopt d1ff erent pohc1es all at once 
There 1s every danger that the ruhng Congress(!) party will 
intervene in the dally administration which wdl lead to trouble 
and undesuable developments Fact10ns and ant1-soc1al ele
ments inside the Congress(!) will not allow a stable admin-
1strat1on At a time when other Congress(!) State Govern
ments are hkely to fall as a result of the people's verdict 
there 1s no scope for a stable government m this State 

Whatever 1t may be, all the Left, democratic and secular 
forces face the task of standing and fightmg agamst the 
anti-people pohc1es of the Congress(!) and Its pohc1es of 
oppression of the toilmg people 

The State Secretar.Jat of the CPI(M) hopes that the Op
positton parties will stand united and ect,m the confidence of 
the people. It assures the people that It w11J butld move
ments for the demands of the t01lmg classes and on people's 
issues and consistently fight for them 
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The State Secretanat of the CPl(M) congratulates all the 
people who stood agamst the Congress(!) m the elections 
and voted for the CPl(M) and its alhes It expresses its 
thanks to the funct1onanes of all the parties and the donors 
who stood in support of the CPl(M) candidates, facmg many 
d1fficult1es and worked for them 



Appendu V 

Left Parties Demand All-Party Meet 
on J & K* 
Joint Statement dated January 20, 1990 issued to 
Press in New Delhi 

The Communist Party of India (Marxist), the Communist 
Party of India, the Revolutionary Socialist Party and the 
Forward Bloc met at New Delhi on January 20, 1990 and 
issued the following statement· 

The Left Parties express their deep cencern at the devel
opments m Jammu and Kashmir resultmg from the appomt
ment of Shn Jagmohan as the Governor and the consequent 
resignation of the Farooq Abdullah Government The Left 
Parties had on January 15, warned that the Pakistam rulmg 
circles and impenahsm are duectly encouragmg the separa
tists m the Kashmir Valley calhng upon them to openly 
revolt for "hberatlon". This challenge reqmres all-out ef
forts by all the patnottc-mmded sections and parties to umtedly 
fight to defend the umty and mtegnty of the country. 

The Left Parties urge the National Front Government to 
call an all-parties' meetmg immediately to discuss the steps 
to tackle the situation We hope that all parties, mcludmg 
the National Conference, wdl c_ooperate m this effort 

The Left Parties had mformed the Government on the 
importance of ehcitmg the cooperation of the National Con
ference m this struggle Unfortunately, the Government could 
not appreciate the op101on of the Left and went ahead with 
the appomtment of a controversial figure hke Shn Jagmohan 
as the Governor of the State It may be recalled that It was 
the very same person who as Governor .ear her had acted as 

*Published ID 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi January 28, 1990 

Vo! XX111-44 
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a tool of the Congress(!) government m 1984, m orgamzmg 
def ecttons from the Farooq Government and mstalhng a m1-
nonty government under G M Shah backed by the Congress(!) 
This anti-democratic action had become a turnmg pomt ID 

reversmg the process which was begun with the Ind1ra-Abdullah 
Accord of 1975 

This appomtment has been announced m spite of the fact 
that Farooq Abdullah had made it clear that he would not be 
able to work with Shn Jagmohan The argument that con
sultat10n does not mean concurrence goes agamst the spmt 
of the recommendations of the Sarkana Comm1ss1on which 
the then opposition parties had supported In fact, it was 
expected that the National Front Government unhke its 
Congress(!) predecessors, would set a healthy convention ID 

the appomtment of Governors In the case of Jammu and 
Kashmir the contrary has happened 

The res1gnat1on of the Farooq Government would result, 
ultimately m the perpetuation of the Governor's Rule which 
amounts to dealmg with such an important problem at the 
admm1strattve level alone. This might allow the separatist 
forces to mternat1onahse the issue Developments m Kashmir 
and Punjab show that without the pohtlcal forces takmg the 
m1ttattve and 1solatmg the forces of separatism and funda
mentalism admm1strat1ve measures alone cannot solve the 
problem On the other hand, 1t will result m aggravatmg it. 

The National Front Government must learn from the wrong 
domgs of the Congress(!) Government which by makmg use 
of such issues m a partisan manner, contnbuted to the de
tenoratton of the situation threatenmg national umty That 
is why the Left Parties have cons1stenly emphasised that 
important national issues must be treated as issues concem
mg all the parties and every effort must be made to reach a 
consensus. 

The Left Parties meetmg was attended by Hark1shan Smgh 
SurJeet of the CPl(M), lndraJ1t Gupta and M Farooqi of the 
CPI, Tnd1b Choudhury of the RSP and D D. Shastn of the 
Forward Bloc 
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Joint Statement by Left Parties on 
Congress(!) and BJP Alliance to 
Defeat V.P. Singh Government* 

The Left Parties, the CPl(M), CPI, RSP and Forward Bloc 
issued the following stat€ment: 

It is unfortunate that an unprmcipled, if undeclared, al
liance of the Congress(!), BJP and a group of defectors 
from the Janata Dai has brought about the defeat of the VP 
Smgh Government m tlie Lok Sabha on November 7, 1980. 
The central issue 10 the Lok Sabha debate was the assault 
on secularism and Constitutional rights by the BJP-VHP 
combme, utihzmg the Ayodhya dispute All those who com
bmed to vote out the VP. Smgh Government on this basic 
issue will have a grim responsibility to bear before the peo
ple This will have grave and unfortunate repercussions for 
the country which is facmg a serious threat to national umty. 

We are agamst the move to form a new government by 
a splmter group which has spht the Janata Dai, with the 
support of the Congress(!). If this group, havmg neither a 
popular mandate nor any pohcy platform, is 10stalled 10 
power it would be a violation of all accepted norms of political 
propriety. 

E M S Namboodmpad 
General Secretary, CPl(M) 

Tnd1b Choudhury 
General Secretary, RSP 

lndraJtl Gupta 
General Secretary, CPI 

Ch1tta Basu 
General Secretary, Forward Bloc 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, November 11, 1990 
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Joint National Front-Left 
Appeal to People* 

India is at the crossroads. The country is convulsed by an 
all-round cnsis The dark forces of communahsm are mak
mg a bid to divide the country on religious Imes spelling 
grave danger to the country's umty The forces inimical to 
democracy seek to impose authontariamsm which will en
danger parliamentary democracy and they do not hesitate to 
opportunistically ahgn with the divisive forces 

The Congress(!) represents authontanamsm and anu-people 
pohcies The BJP is bent upon misusing religion to divide 
the people Both these parties are pursuing such disrupuve 
pohtics at a time when the country and the people are suf
fermg from senous economic cnsis 

It 1s of enormous s1gmficance that at this Juncture, for 
the first time, there has emerged a cohesive and nat1on-w1de 
alternative m the form of the National Front-Left Parties 
alliance. 

The National Front and Left Parties stand firm m the 
defence of seculansm and communal amity. It was this pnn
c1pled stand which led the VP Smgh Government to sacn
fice power, refusmg to bow before the blackmail of the BJP 
The Congress(l) had no compunctions m forgmg an unholy 
alhance with the BJP to pull down the N attonal Front Gov
ernment It 1s only the National Front-Left combmauon which 
can ensure JUStlce to all commumties, by preserving secu
Iansm and safeguarding the chenshed umty bmlt up by the 

*Published in 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi May 19, 1991 
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people of all faiths and communities over centuries a herit
age of secular and composite culture which was further 
cemented during the freedom struggle 

The National Front and the Left parties are the staunch 
defenders of Indian democracy and parliamentary mstitu
uons The eleven months' record of the National From Gov
ernment testifies to this adherence to democracy 

The Congress(!) on the other hand, utilized the notorious 
defectors' government of Chandra Shekhar to topple the 
democratically elected Government of Tamil Nadu by mis
usmg Article 356 No mstitution, Parliament, judiciary, the 
media and the bureaucracy, are safe from the Congress(!) 
authontanamsm The National Front and the Left Parties 
are pledged to reverse these attacks on democracy and further 
strengthen and preserve the democratic polity 

The National Front and the Left Parties are concerned 
with the strengthenmg of Indian umty This reqmres the 
restructunng of Centre-State relations on a democratic and 
federal basis, whereby the States are given their due nghts 
and powers so that the umon of strong State and a strong 
Centre can strengthen the umty of India 

The people are suffermg tembly due to the ever-mcreas
mg pnce-nse of all essential commodities. The pnce nse 
has reached astronomical proportions, makmg the• hfe of 
every ordmary cihzen unbearable. The economic policies of 
the Congress(!) over the past four decades have bankrupted 
our country The Government now 1s not m a position to 
pay back the current mstalments of the foreign debt The 
National Front and the Left Parties are committed to imple
mentmg alternattve pro-people, self-rehant economic pohcies
pohc1es which can immediately curb the pnce-nse, expand 
the public distnbution system m both urban and rural areas, 
implement land reforms, assure the peasants a remunerative 
pnce and employment generation schemes to tackle the massive 
problem of unemployment The National Front-Left Parties, 
platform will curb the gross economic mequahties prevail
mg m our society 
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The National Front-Left combmallon 1s pledged to pro
mote social JUSt1cc-. Social eqmty reqmres special measures 
hke reservation for the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tnbes 
and backward classes, which for centunes have been de
pnved of equal opportumties m Indian society, while pro-
motmg an overaJJ pohcy of advancmg the mterests of aJJ the 
poor and oppressed of aJJ commumt1es 

The National Front-Left Parties are the consistent cham
pions of equal nghts for women and are committed to end 
all forms of oppression of women m our society They are 
pledged to put an end to the atroc1t1es on Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tnbes and protect the legitimate nghts of the 
mmont1es. The National Front and the Left Parties appeal 
to the people of India to vote overwhelmmgly for our alli
ance keepmg m view these vital issues In the cnucal situ
ation India faces today, the National Front and the Left 
parties are confident that, with the unstmted support of the 
Indian people, a new Government standmg for seculansm, 
democracy, federahsm, social justice and pro-people eco-
nom1c pohc1es will be formed It is this combmauon alone 
that can provide a stable Government and meet the nsmg 
asp1rat1ons of our people 

VP Singh, N T Rama Rao, S R Bommai, M Karunanidh1, 
EMS Nambood1r1pad, Jndra11t Gupta, Chitta Basu, 
Tridib Choudhury 



Appendix Vlll 

CPl(M), CPI Not to Take Part in 
Punjab Polls* 

Leaders of the Central Secretariat of the CPI and the Polit 
Bureau of the CPl(M) met on June 11, 1991, to discuss the 
situation regarding the Pun;ab elections and issued the fol
lowing statement 

Our two parties, while decid10g to participate 10 the Punjab 
elections had, along with other major national pohtical par
ties, repeatedly requested the Election Commission and the 
Central Government to del10k the Punjab polls from the rest 
of the country so that the conditions can be created for the 
democratic process and for hold10g elections without terror
ist mtimidation and v10lence 

The Election Commission finally acceded to the request 
by announc10g pollmg date for Punjab on June 22, i e., 
three weeks after the schedule m the rest of the country was 
to be completed by May 26 This would have provided suf
ficient time for deployment of adequate Central security 
forces 10 Punjab to give protection to the candidates and 
pohtical workers durmg the poll campaign. It was on this 
basis that the CPI(M) and the CPI decided to participate m 
the elect10ns and filed nom10ations 

However, the assassmation of Rajiv Gandhi resulted m 
the rescheduhng of the elections m the rest of the country 
and the new dates were decided as June 12 and 15. The gap 
between the two elections will be hardly a week, and the 
aim of dehnk10g the Punjab polls has been nulhfied 

*Published m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY", New Delhi June 16, 1991 
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The events m Punjab, smce the not1ficat1on of elections, 
underlme the necessity for dehnkmg the Punjab polls from 
the rest of the country by at least three weeks Dunng the 
past few weeks, 20 candidates have been killed by the ex
tremists m Punjab Hundreds of mnocent people mcludmg 
security personnel have lost theu hves The extremist groups 
are bemg allowed to conduct propaganda for Khalistan freely 
without any check The CPI and the CPl(M) have lost one 
candidate each and other important comrades m the terronst 
violence. 

The Punjab admm1strat10n had officially requested for 
300 add1t1onal para-m1htary force to be deployed m Punjab 
durmg the election campaign and polhng This has not been 
given so far 

If the polls are conducted on June 22 m this atmosphere, 
1t will be a farce of democracy and will be enabling the 
Khahstam groups to capture the Assembly through violence 
and mt1m1dat1on 

For the past one week, our two parties have repeatedly 
urged the Electton Commission and the Central Govern
ment, to delmk the Punjab polls by postponmg the polling 
days sufficiently so that adequate secunty cover 1s provided 

In the face of the refusal of the Election Commission and 
the Central Government to dehnk the Punjab polls, our two 
parties have decided jomtly not to part1c1pate m the election 
scheduled to be held on June 22 We are constrained to talce 
this dectslon given the total unconcern and callousness of 
the Election Commission and the Central Government to 
the loss of precious hves and the grave danger to all politI
cal workers who wish to participate m the campaign 

We appeal to all other pohtlcal parties and democratic 
forces which are committed to the umty and mtegnty of the 
country and wish to see the isolatton of the Khahstam forces 
through the democratic process to talce a similar stand so 
that these anti-national forces are given no cover for achievmg 
theu aims through a mampulated and ngged elections 



AKG Bhavan Inaugurated in 
New Delhi* 
A Dream Comes True 

Appendix IX 

October 19, 1991 will go down m the orgamzauonal history 
of the CPl(M) as a historic day It was on this day that the 
new Party headquarters bmldmg, a modern, four-storeyed 
bmldmg acquired after a protracted struggle, was inaugurated 

The new bmldmg 1s located m the very heart of the na
tion·~ capital, at Bha1 Veer Smgh Marg m Gole Market area, 
and 1s named after the selfsame Comrade A K Gopalan who 
was the hero of many a mass struggle In 1985, its founda
tion was lcud by another extraordmary Commumst and workmg 
class leader, the late Comrade B T Ranadive, who 1s, alas, 
now no more amongst us 

After the song squad Parcharn presented "At the call of 
Comrade Lemn" and otb~-songs, and Prakash Karat, mem
ber of the Secret~~! the Central Committee, made the 
mtroductory remarks. ~Hark1shan Smgh SurJeet, who 1s the 
managmg trustee of the A K Gopalan Bhavan Trust, dwelt 
on the importance and need for a Party headquarters and 
narrated how the Party had to wage a long battle for con
struction of the butldmg even after the land was allotted 
The delay m construction after the foundation-laymg m 1985, 
itself presents a story of obstructions SurJeet narrated how 
the todmg people all over the country had contributed what
ever they could, to this purpose He assured the Party would 
never betray the cause of the to1lmg people and take their 
struggles to new heights 

*Pubhshed m 'PEoPLE's DEMOCRACY', New Delh1, October 27, 1991 
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General Secretary EMS. Namboodmpad maugurated the 
bmldmg m a simple ceremony by cuttmg the red nbbon at 
the mam entrance. Before 1t, m his bnef address, EMS told 
that, on the same day, the Central Committee was gomg to 
hold its four-day session m the same bmldmg It was a 
h1stonc Central Committee meetmg m which the drafts of 
the pohucal and 1deolog1cal resolutions to be presented to 
the Fourteenth Party Congress after an mner-party d1scus
s1on, were considered 

Apart from the Central Committee members, hundreds of 
guests and Party workers attended the ceremony when 
Jyotl Basu, Poht Bureau member and West Bengal Chief 
Mm1ster, hoisted the Red Flag at the new bmldmg In his 
bnef address, Basu said the bmldmg was symbolic of CPl(M)'s 
determmauon to faithfully follow and implement the teach
mgs of Marx1sm-Le01msm Those who have given up the 
goal of emancipation of man from explo1tat1on, must fully 
understand that the CPl(M) 1s not gomg to follow theu 
path, no matter what comes m its way 

On this occasion, the buildmg was decorated with por
traits of Marx, Engels, Lemn, Stalm and A K. Gopalan 
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