a quotation from chairman mao

without armed struggle neither the proletariat, nor
the peoplLe, nor +the communist party would have any
standing at atl in china and it would be impossible
for the revotution to triumph.
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modern revolutionary peking opera: "taking tiger
mountain by strategy”

peking, june 20 chsinhua) -- hsinhua editor's note: under
the gulidance of chairman mao's britliant document "talks at the
yenan forum on Literature and art™ and the Loving care of the
party central committee, a number of model revolLutionary
theatrical works which shine with the briLliance of mao tsetung
thought have been produced. these theatrical works are
encouraging the revoiLutionary peopLe to wage heroic and
unylielding struggle against imperialism rev1sionlsm and all
reaction. they are brilliant fruits o% china's proLetarian
revoLution in Literature and art.

during the great proletarian culturat revolution, chinese
revolutionary Literary and art workers, with attention and
guidance from the party central committee with chairman mao
as its Leader and vice-chairman Lin as its deputy Leader,
have refined and revised these model revolLutionary theatrical
works many times, after keenlLy Listening to the views of the
workers, peasants and soldiers. repeated and very conscientious
polishing has made these theatrical works shine with an even
more dazzlLing briilliance.

.since Last november, the full texts of the Librettos
of the modern revolutionary peking operas "taking tiger
mountain by strategy" Coctober, 1569 stage version), "the red
Lantern® (may, 1970 stage versiond and "shachiapang" Cmay,
1570 revised version)d have been printed in newspapers
and journals of china, they are warmly welcomed by the masses
of the workers, peasants'pnd soldiers,

the english versions of these three model revoLutionary
theatrical works are to be relLeased by hsinhua for readers
abroad,

following is the full text of the Libretto of the modern
revotutionary peking opera "taking tiger mountain by strategy”:
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taking tiger mountain
y strategy

Coctober 1969 script)

revised collectively by the "taking tiger
mountain by strategy® group of the peking
opera troupe of shanghai

yang tzu-jung

shao chien-po
Li yung-chi
chang pao

shen teh-hua
medical orderty
young kuo

chung chih-cheng
Lu hung-yeh

Lo chang-chiang
other soldiers
hunter chang
mother L1

chang ta-shan

Li yung-chi's wife
other vilLlagers

vul ture

Luan ping

‘bandit chief of staff

bandit chief adjutant
bandit captain

cast

scout platoon Leader of the chinese
people's Liberation army c(plLad

pla regimental chief of staff
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hunter's daughter

pLa scout platoon deputy Leader
pLa girt medicatl orderLy

pta guard

pta soldier

pla soldier

pla soldier

chang pao's father
Li yung=-chi's mother
rail way worker

bandit chieftain of tiger mountain,
Leader of kuomintang's "fifth
peace preservation brigade of the
eastern heilungkiang region"

Liaison adjutant under horse cudgel
hsu, bandit chleftain of breast
mountain

"terribles” and other Landits

scene one

advancing in victory

winter, 1946. somewhere in northeast china. a forest deep
in a snow-covered mountain.



ca pLa pursuit-detachment in battle array, a red

flLag at its head, enters swiftly. the fighters execute
a dance depicting their march against the wind along

a show-covered mountain trait.>

hatt ¢

cthe men form ranks,)

Lo: reporting, chief of staff.

shao: we'lLl rest here.

Lo: right, Lu hung-yeh !

Lu: here. :

Lo: stand guard !

Lu: right., (exits)

Lo: we'll rest here.

other soladiers: right. ’
(young kuo hands shao a map., shao examines it and then
Looks at the terrain.)

Lo: supply chiefl! we'll rest here.
ca voice responds: "we'll rest here.:" horses
neigh. the men stamp their feet to warm up and shake
off the snow from their capes.) ;

shao: you must be tired, comrades.

soldiers: not at all.

shao: good, comrades yang tzu-jung and shen teh-hua are
scouting up ahead. we've arranged to meet them here.
in accordance with chairman mzo's directive, "build stable
pase areas in the northeast", the regiment party committee
sent us as a pursuit-detachment to arouse the masses in
the mutanchiang area, wipe out the bandits, consolidate
the rear and co-ordinate with our field army to smash the
u.s.-backed kuomintang attacks. this is.a task of great
strategic importance. that vulture and his diehard gang
have hidden themseLves deep in the mountains. we've been
trudging through the snow for days, put there's still no
sign of them. we must display our style of continuous
fighting. Cdecisively) "be resolute, fear no sacrifice
and surmount every difficulty --

shao and soldiers: "to win victory."

(Lu hung-yeh enters.)

reporting ! .

shen are back. ,

(the two enter and salute.)

yang: reporting ! :

shao: comrade tzu-jung, you have had a hard job.

yang: we went out in disguise, according to orders, and on
our way we rescued a boy -- a mute, 1n an isolated ravine,
thanks to his father's directions, we reached a LittLe
hamLet called black dragon valley. our investlgations
there put us on the trail of vulture.

shao: good.

Lo:

we've come to a fork in the road.

Lu: pLatoon Leader yang and comrade
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yang ¢sings "hsi pi yao pan" /note/>
this area is infested with bandits.
they call themselves "third regiment of the fifth peace
preservation brigade."
Last night they pillaged black dragon valley.
(changes to "kual pan™ ‘
vulture, viclous and cruel, has committed monstrous crimes,
after their pittage they fled toward chiapi valley.
it Looks Like they have returned to tiger mountain.
shao: we're on vulture's trail, comrades. we must press
on. Lo chang-chiang!
Lo: here.
shao: we'll camp at black dragon valley tonight.
Lo: right.
shao: comrade tzu-jung
yang: here.
shao: we need more information on the enemy.
shen teh-hua...
shen: here.
shao: chung chih-cheng 1
chung: here.
shao: and Lu hung-yeh !
Lu: here !
shao: and do some more scouting.
yangs right.
shao: on your way.
call strike dramatic pose.)

take comrades

curtain

note: "hsi pi yao pan" and other similtar terms in the text such
as "kuai pan®, "hsi pi hsiao tao pan", "hsi pi san pan", "fan erh
huang tao pan®, "erh huang man pan", "erh huang erh Liu", "Liu

‘shui® and "hui Lung" are various styLes of singing in peking

opera, each has its own fixed tune, structure, mode,

rhythm and tempo, modern revolutionary peking opera

has criticaily assimilated various stylLes of singing from
traditional peking opera, with many creative improvements to
suit the portrayal of proletarian heroes. -

scene two
: chiapl vatley pillaged

dusk. the edge of the village chiapi valley. a withered
tree stands sLanting on one side and crags stand on either
side of a gutly.

C(the routed bandit gang of the kuomintang "fifth

peace preservation brigade” is retreating to its Lair.
passing by chiapi valley, vulture, the bandit chieftain,
peeps at the village.> ’



bandit chief adjutant: on our way back this time we've made
“off with quite a pile, chief. this village is right on

our doorstep. we ought to Leave it alone.

bandit chief of staff: that's right. as the saying goes,
"a rabbit doesn't foul its own hole.,"

vulture: to hell with it ! go grab some of those
paupers, the more the better. we'll put them to work
building fortifications. men and women -- both will do.

bandit chlef of staff (takes the hint): i get it.

Che Leaves with the bandit gang for the village.
the adjutant starts to go too, but vulture stops him.>

vulture: say, it must be nearly ten days since howling wol f
went off to find Luan ping, isn't it?

bandit chief adjutant: that's it, i'm getting worried about
this too.

vulture: wnen we get back to tiger mountain, the first thing
we'll do is to get more men to join us.

bandit chief adjutant: yes. 1if howling wolf can find Luan
ping and get his hands on horse cudgel hsu's contacts
map, the whole mutanchiang area will be ours,

vutture: i hear commissioner hou is also Looking aLlL over
for that map. we mustn't Let him get it. never!

pbandit chief adjutant: don't worry, chief. howling wolf
ana Luan ping are sworn brothers. that map won't
fly away. :

vulture: you know, openLy the americans are working for
peace talks between the kuomintang and the communists,
but actually they're moving soldiers north for
chiang kai-shek. 1 hear chiang kai-shek has turned
up in shenyang and is overseeing the fighting. they
want to wipe out all the communist troops north and south
of the great watl in three months. our chance has come,
it seems to me.

bandit chief adjutant: that's great. when the kuomintang
army arrives, you'lLl be made commander of all northern
manchuria, first it was marshal chang, then the manchoukuo
of the japanese, and now the kuomintang of chiang kai-
shek. none of them could do without you. ha !
ha ! ha}

vulture: ha! ha! ha!
(dogs bark in the village. vulLture swaggers off
with bandit chief adjutant toward the vilLlage.
Leap up and shouting is heard.)

flL ames

cLi yung—chi enters hurriedly, carrying a hunting rifle and some

game.
yung-chi ¢sings "hsi pi hsiao tao pan™:
flames Leap to the sky and people shout,
C(changes to "kual pan™

mothers call to their sons, chitdren cry for their
mothers ;
again the bandits burn, killL and rob,
i*LL have it out with them though i die.
(bandits enter dragging viltiagers, young men and
women bound by ropes. L1 yung-chi fights the bandits
who are beating the young people and dragging them off,)
Cyung-chi's wife is dragged on stage, folLiowed by her
mother-in-Law holding her baby, bandit captain snatches
the infant and throws it over the clLiff. yung-chi,
furious, attacks bandits desperately. his Left arm
is injured.>
Cvulture enters and shoots at yung-chl,)
yung-chi's wife: yung-chi ! (flings herself to
cover him and falls dead.)
Cvulture and the other bandits go off.)
yung-chi Cheartbroken and enraged, gazes at his wifed:
mother of my child ...
mother Li C(rushing over, overwhelmed with grief): daughter ...
yung-chi (sings "hsi pi kuail pan"):
disaster comes Like a bolt from the blLue,
fury burns in my breast;
i swear i shall avenge 1
vulture !
i'LL hack you to pieces for this blLood debt.
Che starts to go for vulture, bandits swarm on and tie
him up. he struggles with allL his might.>
mother Li: yung-chi ¢
yung=-chi: mother!
(yung-chi is taken away.)
yung-chi: mother ! mother!
mother Li (stumbles to one kneed: yung-chi !
curtain

scene three
asking about bitterness

afternoon, a remote mountain valley. 1in a small Log

cabin, bowls and chopsticks scattered on a tablLe.
(chang pao clears the table., hunter chang Looks outside.>

pao: that man and woman were rough types, dad. they |
finished off the bit of venison we'd just got.

chang: do you know who they are?

pao: he said he was from the chinese people's Liberation army,

chang: huh ! eight years ago, when the bandits
dragged me away, 1 saw him in their Lair on tiger

mounta%n. peopte call him howling wolf. he's a bandit.
pao: oOh e



chang: we can't stay nere any lLonger, pao, Let's get our
things together at once and go to your uncle ta-shan's
in chiapi vatley.
sa0:  rignht. (gets some belongings together.)
~hang (to himsel f): those two fur traders who came through
here a faw days ago said the communists were now in our old
home helLping us poor to win emancipation, 1 wonder if it's
true.
,a0: they're good men, those two, 1if they hadn't carried
me hone, i would nave frozen to death in the ravine.
shang: that's true. hurry now,
)ad:  yeS. «
(chang ties a bundie., pao gets a pelt down from the wall.
she sees figures moving outside tne window,)
sao: somebody's coming, dad.
¢(chang covers pao's mouth with his hand.)
chang: husn !
(they Listen attentivety. yang, shen, chung and Lu enter,
muffled in capes and hoods which hide the red star on
their caps. alertly they walk across the show,>
yang (sings "hsi pi san pan"): '
we've been tracking a suspicious pair,
put here in the mountains we've Lost the trail --
shen: say, obLd yang, isn't this where hunter chang Lives?
yang: tnat's right. (sings.)
Let's calLl on the huntar again for help to solve our
problem,
comrades shen and Lu ¢
shen and Lu: here.
yang: you two scout on ahead.
anything.
shen and Lu: rignt.
yang: young chunhg !
chung: right. Ccexit.)
yang (walks up to the cabin and knocks): hey there, neighbours

Eeport back here if you find

(exit.)
stand guanrd,
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¢the hunter comes out with apprenension,>

chang Cexamines yangd: you are...

yang: don't you recognize me? 1'm the fur trader who was here
a few days ago.

chang: fur trader?

yang: yes.
Chearing his voice, pao runs out.> .

yang (to pao): your father doesn't remember me, Little brother.
wasn't 1 the one wno brought you home that day?
(pao examines him closely, is about to speak but stops, nods,)

yang (has observed and guessed the truth but doesn't Let ond:
what a clever child !

Chang cLooks at yang carefully and recognizes himd>: ah, you're
master yang.

yang: yeS.

and we discovered we're from the same

chang: that's right,
come 1in,

province. come in,
Cthey all go in. ‘
yang (to pao): are you feeling better now?
chang Cguickity)>: he's a mute.
yang: yes, of course.
chang: you're a trader, but today you are in uniform.
you, realbby?
yang: i'm not a trader.
the red star on his cap.)
people's Liberation army.
chang (sceptically): you too from the peoplLe's
tLiberation army?
yang: yes. have you seen any pLa men before?
chang (guardedly): no... NO, never,
yang (sitting down on a wooden blLockd: we didn't have a chance
to talk much, Last time. we came over from shantung province,
we are battalions Led by chairman mao and the communist
party. ’
chang: but what are you doing atl the way up here?
yang: fighting bandits. (picks up an axe and slams it down
on the wood blLock.)
chang: fijgnht bandits? can you do that? ’
yang (standing up): we've got a big force not far behind.
our pla has won several big victories in the northeast.
the whole mutanchiang area has been Liberated, we've smashed
most of the bandits. onty vubture and his gang are Left,
they've fled and dug themseives in deep in this mountain
forest, but we will wipe them out too, and soon,
chang (bitterty): that vulture ...
yang: olLd chang, vulture has devastated these parts., you
two have hidden yourselves here in this forest, you must
have been deeply wronged, 4
chang ¢(sits down and passionately selzes the axed: ...
yang: go ahead, old chang, tell us about it.
chang (not wanting to mention the painful pastd:
it's eight years now, why talk about it?
C(throws down the axe.)
pao Cbursts out): dad ! ...
chang (startled and then painfullyd: pao, how could you. ...
yang Cwith deep feelingd>: it's aLl right, child. the communist
party and chairman mao witl back us up. go ahead,
pao: i will, uncle, i will,
¢sings "fan erh huang tao pan"™)
disaster struck one snowy night eight years ago,
(switches to "kual san yen™
vulture killed grandma and carried off ma and dad;
uncte ta-shan in chiapi valley took me in,
dad escaped and came back,
but ma threw herselLf off a cLiff and died,

what are

cthrows back his hood to reveal
i'm 2 soldier of the chinese



oh, mother !
in the mountains we hig;
afraid i'd fall into those devils' hands,
dad dressed me as a boy and said i was mute,
(changes to "yuan pan'™)
we hunted in the mountains alLl day,
at night we thought of grandma and ma;
(changes to "to pan™)
Looking at the stars and the moon
we Longed for the time :
when the sun would shine over these mountains,
when 1 would be abLe to speak freely,
when i could dress Like a girl again,
when we could collLect our debt of blLood;
if 1 only had wings i'd take my gun
and fLy to the summit and kill allL those wolves !
oh, dad ! ¢flings herself into chang's arms.)
yang Cfurious, sings "hsi pi yuan pan®):
young pao has accused the bandits of their crimes,
every word dipped in blLood, every sound choked with tears.
they rouse me to the utmost rage; ‘
the oppressed everywhere have blLood accounts
1o settle with their oppressors, ‘
avenge the wrongs, wipe out the grievances,
an eye for an eye and blLood for blLood .
(switches to "Liu shui™
destroy vulLture, and the people will win Liberation,
rise as masters and greet the sun in these deep mountains,
folLow our Liberator, the communist party,
and bring the Land a new Life,
Like in our old nome in shantung,
: good days will be here forever.
chang C(with emotiond: old yang!
Cchang sits down with yang. pao affectionately hands
yang a bowlL of water, which he drains.)
chang: you've said what's in my heart, old yang.
but beating vulLture won't be easy. his tiger mountain
stronghold is protected by nine groups of twenty-seven
forts., he can attack, he can defend, and he can sLip
away, nobody can touch him,
yang: see. they say it's very hard to get to the top of
the mountain,
chang: exactiy ! there's onty one path up front, and
it's very steep. besides, it's very carefully guarded..
how can anyone get up there? :
yang: then how did you manage to get away that time?
chang: there's a dangerous trail down the back of the mountain
with steep cliffs and crags. no one dares to use that trail,
so it's not guarded. eight years ago, that's where i came
down. 1f 1 hadn't been Lucky enough to fallL on a branch,

-5~

i'd have been dashed to pleces.

yang: you've given us some very useful information, as Long
as we aLl pull together, there's no mountain top we can't
conguer,

chang: right. we're all Looking forward to that day.
cLaughs) you mustn't blame me for taking you for a stranger.
a man and a woman were here a while ago. the man was for
sure a bandit, but he said he was from the pla.

pao: dad saw him eight years ago on tiger mountain,
howling wol f. .

yang: howling wolf, eh? what else did he talk about?

chang: he called the woman sister-in-lLaw and said he was
the sworn brother ... of Luan ping.

yang Cbursts out): Luan ping? (Leaves his seat.,>

chang (stands up): the woman must be Luan ping's wife.
nowting wolf had a big row with her over some map or other.

pao: a contacts map.

chang: .that's right.

yang: contacts map?
C(chung chih-cheng enters and goes into the cabin,)

chung: platoon Leader, old shen and Lu are back,
(shen and Lu enter. they go into the cabin.)

shen: old yang, in the woods northeast of here we found the
body of a woman with a bLoodstained glove Lying beside her.
Cgives gLove to yang.)

Lu: there was a strong blLizzard and the snow had already
covered any footprints. we couldn't tell where
the murderer had gone.

yang: have you seen this glLove before, old chang?

chang (examines glove): yes. it belongs to howling wolf,

yang ccoming to a concLusiond: he must have killed her and
shatched the contacts map. this is a complicated business,
comrades, and that Luan ping we caught is mixed up with
the case. Lu hung-yeh !

he's called

Lu: here.

yang: we are going after the murderer. you report back to
the chief of staff and tell him 1 suggest we interrogate Luan
ping and dig out the story of the contacts map,

Lu: right. (goes out at a run.d

yang: this is urgent, old chang, we've no time to chat now,
here's a bit of food for you and pao,
(unties his ration bag and hands 1t to chang.
and gives it to pao.)

chang: old yang §

shen: please take 1t.

pao Cmoved): uncleS. e

yang: goodbye for now. Cturns to go.)

chang: where are you going, olLd yang?

yang: after howling wolf.

chang: you can't get him.

shen unties his

he's sure to be heading for tiger



- mountain., that trail has always
and in this snowstorm a stranger could never find it.

pao

yang Ctouched, goes out) thank you,

chang:

-b-

been hard to follow,
come on,

and i will show you the way.
old chang.

Let's go.

(all strike dramatic pose.)

earlLy morning.
spent the night.
burns bright.

curtain

scene four
drawing up a plan

‘blLack dragon valLley where the detachment has
inside the command post, a charcoal fire
outside, the wind roars and heavy snow falLls.

in the background, majestic mountains and deep forests.

shao Cwith composure sings "erh huang tao pan"):
icy wind howis through the woods,
tossing branches shake the deep gully.

(a gust bLows the door open.,
(sings, changing to "hui Lung™>

he goes to door and Looks out.)

snowfl akes dance in a hazy mist,

Che

Cch

the mountains are mantled in silver;
what a magnificent scene of the north !
closes the door, changes to “erh huang man pan")

beautiful our Land, majestic and grand,

how can we Let ravening beasts again Lay it waste?

anges to "yuan pan™)

the party central committee points the way,

revolutionary flames cannot be quenched.

bearing the hopes of the people, the pLa fight north and south
to plant the red flag all over our country.

Let the yankees and chiang gang up,

talking sham peace whiLe making attacks,

fighting opentLy and sniping in the dark,

Let them resort to a hundred tricks,

with justice on our side, class hatred in our hearts,

one against ten, we'llL sweep away all the reactionaries.,

C(yang enters.)

yang:

reporting !

shao (recognizes his voiced: olLd yang ! .
Cyang goes into room. shao rushes to greet him.,)

shao:
yang:

map concealed in his clothes.

shao:
yang:

hunter chang who acted as our guide.

you must have caught the murderer, en? .

we got him, we found this Letter and this contacts
Chands them overs)

well done ! 1

the trails in these parts are hard to find. we must thank.
the murderer at first

tried to pass himself off as one of our pLa scouts, but

the hunter exposed him. he admitted that he's a tiger

mountain man named Li
shao: good., that hunter

chairman mao told us:

the masses; it can be

and relying on them.”
yang: how true !}

has been a great help. Long ago
"the revolutionary war is a war of
waged only by mobitizing the masses

hunter chang also told us of two
trails up the mountain. 1i've sketched them, according
to his description. <(hands shao a sketch map.) ‘howling
wol f admits to the open trail going up the face of the
mountain. he says there are no fortifications atong it
and that it's easy to climb,

shao: hm, obviously a Lie. have you made arrangements for
the hunter and his daughter?

yang: we Left them our grain rations,
move to chiapi vatley.

shao: good. C(Looks at map and Letter.) Look, old yang, Luan
ping never said anything about this contacts map.

yang: no, he didn't, howiing wolf says it shows the Location
of three hundred secret contact plLaces of the breast mountain
gang here in the northeast. 1it's something important,

shao: Luan ping has been brought here. we'lLlL questlion him
right away and find out all about the contacts map.

yang: 1'LL get Luan ping. Cturns to go.)

shao: he's your old adversary, old yang.
the questioning,

yang: right.
(shao goes into inner room.>

yang (to the guard at the door): young chang.

young chang: here.

yang: bring Luan ping.

young chang: right. :
(young kuo brings Luan ping into the room. Luan ping sees
yang and wants to come over to greet him. yang waves him
to a chair, Luan sits down,)

they're planning to

you'd better do

yang: Luan ping.

ltuan: yes, sir,

yang: how are you getting on with your confession?

Ltuan: i want to come clLean., 1'm owning up to everything.
yang: there's one thing you haven't mentioned yet.

Luan: officer, 1 don't have a thing in the world except the

cLothes on my back.

yang (suddenLy): what about that map?

Luan: map?

yang: the contacts map.

Luan (startiledd: oh ! (pretending to be calm,)
ah, Let me think., ... (strikes a thoughtful pose.) ah,
yes, 1 remember now. they say horse cudgel hsu had a
map of secret contacts.

yang: they say?

yes,

chung-hao, better known as howling wolf,

without the masses we can't move a step



Luan: don't misunderstand me, officer.
considered that map precious,
eyes on it.

yang: Luan ping, you should understand our policy,

luan: i do, 1 do. Leniency to those who confess; severity to
those who resist,

horse cudgel hsu
i never had a chance to set

yang: i'm asking you -- what was your job on breast mountain?
Luan: you know that. 1 was a Liaison adjutant,
yang: a lLiaison adjutant who says he knows nothing about

Liaison stations and has never seen anything of the contacts

Qap; huh ! it's pLain you don't want to tell the
ruth,

CLuan pretends to be helpless.)

yang Cwith sudden fury): take him out !

kuo: get out ¢

Luan Cleaning against the chair, panic-strickend>: no, no,

i ,.. (slaps his own face) i deserve to die for trying to
fool you, officer. 1i'LL tell you the truth now. there is
a map showing horse cudgel hsu's secret contacts alLl over
the northeast, three hundred in all. that map is now in my
wife's hands., Let me out, and i'LL find her and get the
map and give it to you. 1 want to make amends and earn
Lenient treatment. <(bows,> ‘

yang: besides those three hundred places, where else did you
have contacts?

Luan: where else? tiger mountain, but for a Long time vulture
has been trying to get sole control of northern manchuria
for himsel f, - he and horse cudgel hsu were onlLy friends
on the surface, so i had very few dealLings with him,

Last year vulture invited me to a hundred chickens feast
to celebrate his birthday, but i didn't go.

yang (Listens with attention to his confessiond: 1 want a
detailed report on atl your contact points. you'd better
come clean, .

Luan: yes, yes.

yang: take him away,

kuo: now get out. (takes Luan out.)

(shao comes out from other room.,>

yang: he's a crafty one. :

shao Chumorously): the craftiest fox can't escape the skilled
hunter. anyhow, his story about the contacts map is the
same as howling wol f's,

yang: and he also Let stip a mention of the hundred chickens feast.

shaos: umm, :

yang: and in that Letter, vulture invites him to the feast
again this year. there's something queer here.

shao: 1 agree.

(shen teh—-hua enters.,)

shen: reporting !

shao: come in.
¢shen goes into room.>

shen: chief of staff, the comrades are eager to attack tiger
mountain. they have written requests for battlLe assignments.
shao: 1 suppose you took the Lead?
shen: 1 ...
shao CLaughs and sits down by the fired: i can understand how
the comrades feel. our brother units have sealed off
all the key roads and ferry points in the mutanchiang area.
vulture can't get away. but he's a wily bird, hard to deal
with. nhaven't we discussed it several times? if we sent
a Large force after him, it would be Like trying t0. hit
a fLea with your fist. that's no good. since the task is
urgent, we haven't the time to Lure the bandits down the
mountain and destroy them one by one. we're fighting
an unusual battLe. we must remember what chalrman mao
tells us -~ strategically we should despise our enemy,
but tactically we should take him serlously. comrade teh-hua,
please calLlL another democratic meeting of all comrades
to talk it over in the Light of the Latest developments.
(yang starts to Leave,)
shao: old yang, what's your 1idea? .
yang: 1 want to guestion howling wolf again and find out more
about that hundred chickens feast. o
shao: go ahead., i'LL be waiting to hear your proposal.
yang: right. Cexit.)
shao ¢sings "hsi pi kuai san yen"):
in the past few days we've Learned much about the enemy,
we've analysed carefully and pondered over our plan;
tiger mountain has a system of bunkers and tunnels,
so0 the best course is to take it by strategy.
select a capable comrade to disguise as a bandit,
then penetrate into the enemy's Lair,
and strike from without and within;
who should we choose for this important job? --
(thinks,>
(changes to "yuan pan") .
yarg tzu-jung has all the qualifications to shoulder this
oad

born of a hired-hend peasant familLy, with sterling
quatities, ‘ .

from childhood he struggled on the brink of death;

burning with hatred, he found his salvation

in the communist party and took the revolutionary road.

(switches to "erh Liu™ )

he joined the army and vowed to uproot explLoitation,

battLe-seasoned, he's distinguished himsel f in many
hard fought campaigns.

by wits, he blew up many an enemy fort,

ne's entered enemy territory, killed traitors

and rescued many comrades and villagers.

he's fought many a battle with the bandits here in the fores

caught Luan ping and hu piao and took howLing wolf as well.
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if 1 send him on this dangerous mission alone,
i'm confident, with his heart red as fire,
a will strong as steel,
he'll surely defeat vulture,
(shen teh-hua enters. goes into the room.)
shen: chief of staff.
shao: how did your meeting go, comrade teh-hua?
shen: we analysed the situatlion and decided that taking it by
strategy 1s the only answer. we shouldn't try a direct
attack. the best way would be to get a comrade into the
enemy stronghold, ...
shao: you're right. come, Let's talk it over.
(yang enters and goes into the room. shao scrutinizes
him., shen Looks on in surprise,>
yang: hu piao is here to present the map,
a bandit greeting.)
shao: hu piao? old yang, ha, ha, ha !
shen: old yang !
yang: ha, ha, ha ! (sits down.,)
shao: tell us quick, what's your idea?
yang: it seems to me, chief of staff, the best way to take
tiger mountain is by strategy.
shao: precisety.
yang: the enemy's hundred chickens feast is a good opportunity.
shao: have we found out all about it?
yang: yes., vulture celebrates his birthday on the Last day
of the Last month of the Lunar year., he gives himself
a feast of chickens extorted from a hundred different families.
they call it the hundred chickens feast, (rises.) i suggest
we send a comrade up there in disguise to find out how
the tunnels and bunkers are Laid out. then, during the
hundred chickens feast, get all the bandits in the main
hall and make them drunke. ...
shao: and the detachment springs an attack and takes it
before they know what's happening !
yang: right. chief of staff, Let me have this job,
shen: the comrades also propose old yang for the jobe
shao: good, comrade teh-hua (giving him the contacts map),
make a copy of this., also notif{ the others there wilLl
be a party branch committee meeting Later on.,
shen: right. Cexit,.)
shao: old yang, you're going to disgulse as a bandit and make
your way into the enemy's stronghold. are you sure you
can do it? «
yang: there're three things in my favour,
Shao: the first?
yang: horse cudgel hsu and his breast mountain gang have just been
defeated, 1 can go there as his cavalry adjutant hu piao,
wvho is in our hands, vulture has never seen him, 1i've
Learned the bandits' secret Language and won't be found out.

(waves his hand in

shao: and the second?
yang: if i present vulture with the contacts map as a gift
at our first meeting, i'Ll win his trust, :
shao: fine ¢
yang: the third condition is the most important, ...
shao: the Loyal heart of a plLa soldier dedicated to the
party and chairman mao.
yang Cfrom the heart): you understand me completely, chief
of staff. .
shao (with deep feeLing): olLd yang, this 1s no ordinary task,
yang: chief of staff ! (sings "hsi pi yuan pan™
a communist always follows the party's call,
he takes the heaviest burden on himself;
he's set on smashing the chains of a thousand years
to open a freshet of endLess happiness for the people.
(switches to "erh Liu"™)
well 1 know there's danger ahead,
but i'm alL the more set on driving forward;
no matter how thicklLy troubled clouds may gather,
revolutionary wisdom is bound to win.
Cchanges to “kual pan™
determined as the foolish oLd man who removed the mountains,
i shall break through every obstacle; '
the flLames that btaze in my red heart
shall forge a sharp blade to kiiLl the foe.
shao: good, you can take horse cudgel hsu's bl ack-maned steed
and ride northeast along the trail hunter chang has pointed
OUt. LR X 2
yang: and wind my way up the mountain,
shao: the detachment will go to chiapi valley, arouse the
masses and prepare for battle.
we'll walt for word from you.
yang: 1'LL Leave a message for you in the pine grove southwest
of tiger mountain. the tree will be marked in the
agreed manner,
shao: i'LL send shen teh-hua on the twenty-sixth to pick it up.
yang: i guarantee it willL be there on time.
Shao: good. the detachment will set out as soon as we've
heard from you. we'll strike from within and without and
destroy vulture and his gang right on tiger mountain! .
yang: this is a well-thought-out plan, chief of staff., it's decid
then,
shao (grips yang's arms, very stirred.
and prudent, comrade tzu-jung.
(sings "hsi pi kuai pan")
i'm confident you can ful fil this crucial mission,
much depends on this all-important task;
we'll call a party committee meeting to approve the plLan,
with our collective wisdom we'll defeat the enemy.
Cyang and shao clasp hands tightly in dramatic pose.)

after a pause): be bold

curtain



scene five
up the mountain

a few days Later, in the foothills of tiger mountain.
a deep snowy forest. tall, stralght pines reach to the sky.
sunshine filters down through the trees.

yang ¢(sings offstage vigorously "erh huang tao.pan"):

i press through the snowy forest, spirit soaring !
Cyang, in disguise, enters at a gaLLop. he executes dances
depicting his journey through the dense forest, Leaping
across a stream, mounting a ridge, dashing down a
steep sLope. galloping across a distance and then Looking
all around.)>
¢sings "hui Lung™

taking in the mountains around me, i give the reins

to my high aspirations.

(switches to "man yuan pan™

Let the red flag fly allL over the world,

‘be there seas of fire and forests of knives. i*Ll charge

ahead.

how i wish i could order the snow to melt,

(changes to "san pan™)

and usher in spring to change the world of men.
¢switches to "hsi pi kuai pan™

the party gives me wisdom and courage,

risks and .hardship are as naught;

to wipe out the bandits 1 now dress Like a bandit,

and pierce their stronghold Like a dagger.

i'LL bury vulture in these hills, i swear,

shake the heights with my will,

with my courage the valleys fill,

at the hundred chickens feast my comrades and 1

will make a shambles of the bandits' Lair,
ca tiger roars in the distance. the horse 1is startled,
stumbles., yang reins in the horse, makes it rear,
turns and halts it. Leaps from the horse. the tiger's
roar draws nearer. yang quicklLy Leads his horse off.
re-enters, throws off nhis overcoat, pulls out pistol
and fires at tiger. the tiger falls dead, howling,
other shots are heard in the distance.)

yang (immediately alerted>: shooting ! the bandits
must be coming down the mountain, <Ccalmiy) i've just killed

one beast, and now a whole pack comes, 1'LL see that
you go the same way. (bandit chief of staff shouts offstage:
hatt " he enters with a gang of bandits. ‘

yang puts on his overcoat, walks forward coolly and
waves his hand in a bandit greeting.)

bandit chief of staff: what road do mushrooms travel?
what'!s the price? /note/

(yang, head high, does not reply,>
bandit a (seeing the tiger yang has killed, cries in fear):
a tiger, tiger !
(the other bandits hastily draw back,>
yang clLaughs): brave, aren't you? that tiger is dead,
bandit a cLooks at the beastd: a beautiful shot. right
through the head.
bandit chief of staff: did you kiillL it?
yang: it got in the way of my bullet,
bandit chief of staff: quite a man,
you from? what are you doing here?
yang (taking the initiatived: 1 suppose you fellows are from
tiger mountain?
bandit chief of staff: obviously.
sLip.? where are you from? _
yang: that's not for you to ask. 1 want to see brigadier
tsui in person, i've important business with him,
bandit.chief of staff: how is it you don't know the rules of the
-mountains? you're not a "Liutzu", you're a "kungtzu". /note/
yang: if i were a "kungtzu", would i dare come barging into
tiger mountain?
bandit chief of staff C(threateninglyd: "moha? moha?" /note/
(yang, his mind made up, does not reply.)
the bandits: speak up.
yang Chaughtily>: 1i'm not saying anything till i see brlgadler
sui,
bandit chief of staff Chelplessly): atl right then, Let's
go. where's your gun?
yang: don't be scared. (tosses his pistol to bandlt a,
points at the tiger and his horse.)
bandit chief of staff: carry the tiger,
the bandits: yes !
(yang strikes dramatic pose. then resotutely, calmbLy
and courageousty he strides ahead.)

which mountain  are

(reatizes he has made a

Lead the horse,

: curtain
note: bandits' secret Language,

scene six
into the bandits' Lair

immediately after the previous scene, the interior of tiger
hall, a glLoomy cave Lit by several Lamps.

(vulture sits in a chair, his Lieutenants -~ the "eight
terribles" -- stand on either side in a disorderlLy fashion.
other bandits stand at the Left, near the back of the hall,
vulture signals to bandit chief of staff to summon the
newcomer,)



«10=-

bandit chief of staff: chief's orders. bring "Liutzu" in.
bandits: bring "tiutzu” in !
Cyang enters, head high.)
yang ¢sings "hsi pi kual pan"™:
though i've come alone to the tiger's den,
millions of class brothers are by my side;
tet vulture spew flLames ten thousand Leagues high,
for the people 1i'LL fearlLessly take this monster on,
Cadvances and waves his hand in a bandit greeting.>
vulture (suddenty): the god of heaven shields the earthlLy
tiger. /note/
yang: precious pagoda represses the river sprite. /note/
terribles: "moha? moha?"
yang: speak exactly at the stroke of noon,
vulture: why is your face so red? /note/
yang: my spirits are flourishing. /note/
vulture: why so yellow again? /note/
(the bandits press clLoser, sword and gun in hand.)
yang ccalmlyd: i smeared it with wax to ward off the cold. /note/
¢vulture shoots out an oil Lamp with his automatic.
yang takes a pistol from bandit chief of staff, with
one shot he knocks out two oil Lamps. the astonished bandits
whisper among themselves and are stopped by the terriblLes.)

no one has a home. /note/

vulture: according to you, you're one of brigadier

hsu's men?

yang: 1 am his cavalry adjutant, hu piao.

vul.ture: hu piao? since you are brigadier hsu's man,
Let me ask you -- when did you join his ranks?

yang: when he was chief of police.

vulture: 1 hear he has a few possessions he prizes the most.

yang: there are two,

vulture: what are they?

yang: a fast horse and a sharp sword.

vuLture: what does his horse Look Like?

yang: it has a curly coat and a black mane.

vulture: what kind of sword has he?

yang: a japanese officer's sabre.

vulture: who gave it to him?

yang: the japanese imperial army,

vulture: where was it presented?

yang: at wuholou in the city of mutanchiang.

vulture (pauses): if you really are brigadier hsu's cavalry
adjutant, why did 1 see onLy adjutant Luan ping and not
you at the Last meeting called by commissioner hou?

yang: 1 didn't rate very high with brigadier hsu.
how could 1 compare with someone Like Luan ping? he was
the one to go to all the important functions.,

vulture: why have you come to tiger mountain?

yang: 1 want to join you, brigadier, and rise in the world.
this is the first time 1i've crossed your thresholid,

but none of you big brothers seem to trust me. aren't
you being a bit ungatiant?

vutture clLaughs): we have to think of our stronghold's

safety.

terribles: ha, ha, ha, ha !

vuLture: when did the breast mountain stronghold fall,
hu plao?

yang: the third day of the twelfth Lunar montn.

vulture: what took you so Long to get here? ) .

yang: it hasn't been easy for me to get here, brigadier.
after breast mountain was taken, 1 was hiding out in white
pines dale for a while.

vulture: white pines dale?

yang: in the home of Luan ping's uncle.
vulture: did you see Luan ping?
yang: yes.

vulture: and nhowlLing wol f?
yang: howlLing wol f?
vulture: uh,
yang: i don't know about him, :
vulture: hu piao, you are here but why isn't Luan ping with
you? .
yang: Luan ping?
vulture: that's right.
yang: ah, say no more about him,
vulture: what's that?
yang c(Looks meaningly at other bandits)>: well...
EvuLture signals and alLl the bandits except the terribles
eave,)
vulture: hu plao, what's the matter with tuan ping?
yang: it's a Long story.
¢sings "nsi pi hsiao tao pan™
just talking about him enrages me...
vulture: what did nhe do?

‘yang (changes to "hsi pi yuan pan">:

he cares nothing for the code of our brotherhood,
vulture: how did he go back on it?
yang (sings):
we were Lucky to get away when breast mountain fell,
1 urged him to come with me and join your brigade on
tiger mountain,
(the terribles Look at each other with satisfaction,)
vulture: is he coming?
yang ¢sings):
every man is free to make his own choice,
but he shouldn't have --
. he shouldn't have attacked friends so viciously.
vulture: what did he say?
yang: he said. <o
vulture: what?
yang: well. oo
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vubture C1mpat1entLy)- out with it, old hu, be quick.
yang: he said -- (sings>
vulture has to take commissioner hou's .,.
vulture: what?
yang (sings):
orders.,
vulture Cleaps to his feet in anger)‘ ah ¢
what? 1 take orders from him |
terribles: rubbish, who does he think he is?
yang: that wasn't all he said.
terribles: what else?
yang (sings):
the eight terribles are a pack of worthlLess rats.
terriktles (furious and shoutingd: what
that son of a bitch,
yang (sings, sw1tch1ng to "hnsi pi Liu shui™:
he said he's a phoenix who wants a high branch to perch on,
that commissioner hou is a big tree and his roots are deep.
terribtes: to hell with him,
yang (singsd:
as we were speaking he produced a map --
vulture: map?
yang <(singsd):
a whole roll,
(vulture dances around yang covetously,)
yang (switches to "hsi pi yao pan" as he continues singing):
he was intending to take it to commissioner hou to
earn a promotion,
vulture: was it the contacts map?
yang: yes, the secret contacts map.
vulture (worriedd: then he's given it to commissioner hou?
yang: don't be impatient. C(continues singing with a satiricat
smile on his face>
pLeased with himself, he grinned all over.
vulture: so exclLamation
yang (sings>:
and from the inside room brought out
(switches to "hsi pi Liu shui™
a jar of wine,
i filled him eight bowls, one after the other,
Luan ping 'got blind drunk.
terribles: ha, ha... he was pickied.
yang: so while he was dead drunk, i took the chance t0..%
vulture: yes?
yang: i...
vulture: killed the dog?
yang: i couldn't do that. we've been paLs for years.
vutture: oh, oh... C(changing his tone.> of course, of
course. friendship is important ! friendship
is important ! go on, old hu, go on,

yang: he had his plans, but i had my own ideas,
vulture: what did you do?
yang: i. LN ]
vulture: yes?
yang (sings):
i changed tunics with him ‘whiLe he was drunk,
then jumped on the bLack-maned horse, and through
the snowstorm gaLLoped directly to tiger mountain,
vulture: you mean you've got the map, old hu?
yang cLaughs Lightly. changing to "hsi pi kuai pan", sings):
Look, brigadier tsui,
this map here i present 10 you. Cholds up the map.)
(standing high and Looking down at the bandits, yang holds
out the map as vulture respectfully flips the dust from
his sLeeves and takes it. he examines it avidly while the
territles crowd around.)
vultture (sings "hsi pi san pan"):
the map 1i've thought of day and nlght
today is in my hands,
(in w1Ld joy> ha! ha ! hal
ha ¢ '
terribles: you're a marvelL, olLd hu, quite a man.
yang (meaningfully): with the map in our possession, brigadier,
the mutanchiang area is ours.,
vutture: right. well said, when the kuomintang army arrives,
i*LL ke a commanding general. and i'LL make the rest of
you brigadiers and division commanders.
territles: we rely on your beneficence, chief.
CLaugh wildly,D>
Cyang Laughs satlrlcaLLy.
vulture: for what you've done for tiger mountain, oid hu,
i procltaim you olLd ninth.
yang: thank you, chief,

-vulture: we belong to the kuomintang army, you should have

a proper rank. 1 appoint you full colonel and deputy
regimental commander in the fifth peace preservation
brigade of the eastern nheilungkiang region.
yang ¢cgoing up the steps)>: thank you, chief, for your pramotion,
cto terribles) 1 shall Look to you brothers for help.
terribles: of course, of course.
pandit chief of staff: bring wine !
terribles: hey, bring wine !
Cbandits enter with wine for all.>
bandit chief of staff: drink, everyone. drink to congratulate
old ninth.
terribles: congratulations, old ninth. ‘
vulture: for delivering the contacts map and winning his spurs.
yang ¢sings with vigour "hsi pi kuai erh Liu™:
to their congratulatory toast, i will drink my fill,
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