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¥eanvhile, security orficials coruonel off the vast square, PForelznrers uvere forbidden
entry or to drive cars alons tue main Avenue of Eternal Trangquility skirtio Tienanmen.
0nly organised groups of Chinese civillans were permitted throush the corion, possibly
1 an attempt to defuse the crowds Inside,

But alme~t " houwrs altor tue protest started, no attempt had been made by the 'narmed
Plaand . -r. .o %ia %0 “omax 2 tL lesonstration,

ARTICLE DISCUSSES REVOLUTICN ON HEATTH ~mUONT
Peking Jonestic Service In Mandarin 22,0 UM I Apr T OW

"Text of article by Miao Yu (5375 41°7 % pullishei In RED FLAG No 4 of 1.7t ant ‘rort-
mgel in the 2 April PEOPIE'S DAILY. “Beat Iic. thoe Rijht Reviatic.i.t Wind To Rev.oi ¢
Verdicts on the Health Front "]

‘Text] As everyone know.:, that unrepentant eapliaist roader In the purty Las shown
extreme antipathy for "Chun Miao, " the fine filn that reflects thne Great !10lctarian
Cultural Revolution on the tcalth I'ront, He lecft quietly after seeing only half of

the film and repeatedly condenned 1%t a5 eln; "ultraleft." That incident shiowed not

oaly his opposition to the revolution 1. literature and art but also his hostility

towari the revoluticn in heal*h wo-x. It was prerisely thks capitalist roader who poked
ils nose into the health department. aqa! launchel!l w.ridled altar~iis againot trhe new
soclalist things on the health front when he dished out the revisionist progra=n ot

"taxing the three directives as the key 1ink" and visorously raised the ri, ht deviation-
Ist wind to reverse verdirtc, He obstrucle! and interfared with thno cons stent iaplo-
mentation of Chalrman Mao's brilliant 26 June directi-e. He almed the spearhead directly
at Chairmar Mao's proleta. ian line or health wovi,

However, "reversing verdicts goes arainst the will o the people." The sacotage activ-
itles of tuat unrepentant capitalis% roader in the party vere boycotted by the vast

nuters of cadres and the masses. They alco aroused rishteous indigrnation among people
ttrowghout the country. In the great striggle initiated and led ty Chalrman Mio to

beat back the right deviationist wind to reverse verdicts, the broad masces on the health
{ront, under the leadership of the party comaittees a* all levels, are criticizing the
revisiorist 1ire of the unrepentant capitalist roader by grasping the question of ri;nt
and wrong to beat back the right deviationist wind with wacnificent revolutionary achieve-
merts 1n health work.

The "ministry of health for urban cverlords” must be criticized. The unrepantant rapital-~
{3t roader in the party totally necated and flatly ~“enled “he ironclad fact that he ang
L{u Shao~chi had ranged up prior to the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in peddling
the revisionist 1ine to oppose Chairman Mao's revonlutionary line, One of the methods

e ured In conversation was to blend the z~i.levenents aade under the guidance of Chaip-
mn Mo's revolutlonmary line with the damrge eaused by Liu Shao-chi': revicionist line,
“hile saying vaguely that the "correct line has been followed over the past 2% years, "

he made 10 nention of aither the strugcle tetveer the two linecs or the Great Proletarian
“ultwzl Revolution, By doing so, he negatel tho sabotarnr and disruntion catse! Lo Liy
Snao-chi's ravislonist 1ine over the mast 17 years ant nesa%el the necessity and signifi-
‘duce of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

1th the tacr-sta~e gEe: oonl manzger selectiny the tune, a ri ht deviationist uind to

Terse verdiets in realt: ~ircles was rafse! ir w0 tive at &ll in order to present the
Terlts of the revisionist Llne over the past 17 yeaws.
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At the beginning, he muttered timidly that "it 18 hard to say how the past 17 years
should be evaluated; more study is necessary." Iater, he finaliy took of: his mask,
came forward and saild dbiuntiy that "tremendous achievements have heen made in the past
25 years" and that "this observation should also apply to the heaith front," Thus,

he shnyad his true color of wanting to reverse verdicts and settle scores.

He thus posed for the proletariat a question of extreme importance: Is Chairman Mao's
sharp eriticism of the former Health Ministry as being the "ministry of health for

urban overlords” correct? This question of right and wrong must be solved through
dahate, As a matter of fact, it is not at all difficult to answer this question. There
is ro need to look here and there, either A look at the actual situation in the Min-
1{stry of Health over the past 17 years is more than sufficient. Prior to the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution, Liu Shao-chi and company refused to implement Chairman
Mo's proletarian line on health work. Almost all of Chiarman Mso's important instruc-
tions-~such as "health work should be Zeared to the needs of workers, peasants and
soldiers, " "putting prevention first," "mobilizing the masses to fight against diseases
by themselves" and "combining traditional Chinese medicine and pharmacology with Western
methods "--yere not scrupuously implemented. In many places, the power over medical and
health work was still in the hands of bourgeois intellectuals, Given these circumstances,
the cmphasis in all health work was on cities and the countryside was neglected.

At that time, the overwhelming me jority of manpower, material and financial resources
was in the cities. Medical and health organs were set up in cities and towns far away
from the rurl areas. No importance was given to the prevention and treatment of common
diseases, Medical workers were seldom sent deep into the countryside, and the question
of serving the masses of peasants was not solved wholeheartedly, Poor and lower-middle
peasants who journeyed through hilly areas and crossed rivers to see a doctor or to Luwy
medicine were often discriminated against, shown indifference or even rejected by
hospitals.

We wish to ask those who have raised the right deviationist wind to reverse verdicts:
Is the former Ministry of Health, which paid no attention to the problems of birth,

0ld age, sickness and death of the masses of peasants, not a "ministry of health for
urban overlords"? Is it possible to consider the serious condition in which the vast
countryside was short of both doctors and medicine your great achievement? The former
Ministry of Health emphasized cities and neglected the countryside. But on whom in the
cities wvas the emphasis placed? On the urban working class and other laboring masses
ard revolutionary cadres? No, never}

As agents of the bourgeoisie within the party, the revisionists represent the interests
of the bourgeoisie and other exploiting classes and will never pay any attention to the
working masses, Surely, among those who assumed leadership over hospitals prior to the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution there were good people too, However, as these
prople had followed the erroneous line pushed by Liu Shao-chi, the actual leadership
in many places was not in the hands of the proletariat. They never promoted the
ideological transformation of medical workers, and the thinking and feelings of many
madical workers were alien to those of the working masses., It was common at that time
for sick urban working people to be treated by hospitals in a perfunctory manner and
firally removed from the hospital., What the revisionist line on health work did care
atout were only a few urban overlords, particularly those capitalist roaders in the
prrty opnosed Chairman Mao's revolutionary line,
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To gear our country's health work to the needs of consolidating the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the proletariat, the poor and lower-middle peasants as well as the other
working masses must unswervingly follow Chairman Mao's revolutionary line on health
work, continue to criticize the former "ministry of health for urban overlords," and
repudiate that revisionist line on health work pushed by Liu Shao-chi and company.
Barefool doctors and the cooperative medical service permit no negation.

Criticizing the 0ld Ministry of Health as the "ministry of health for urban overlords,’
Chairman Mao emphasized: "In medical and health work, stress the rural areas.' Since

the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, the broad revolutionary masses on the medical
and health front have resolutely and thoroughly implemented Chairman Mao's revolutionary
line in health work and deepened criticism of tie revisionist line. In this way, profound
changes have laken place on the medical and healtn front.

In recent years we have gradually shifted the main manpower, material and financial
resouirces of the health department to the couniryside. Particularly since the emergence
of two new socialist things--barefoot doctors and the cooperative medical service--in the
countryside remarkable improvements have been made in relieving the shortarses of doctors
and medicine there. Not only have the working people throughout China been elated vy
developments such as these, but people living under the capitalist system in otlier nartis
of the world who are aware of the clear distinction between tais medical system and
thelrs ilave warmly praised barefoot doctors and cooperative medical service as new
things that really serve the people. Certainly, that unrepentant capitalist roader in
party wno thinks only of the urban overlords would never be satisfied with these
revolutionary changes.

Once he quickly Jjumped out into the oven to attack barefoot doctors as somethinr of low
guality, alleging that before long barefoot doctors should wo.r straw sandals, cloil

shoes and leather shoes. His reactionary attempt to reverse verdicts became so emotionally
impatient tnat he was driven to the point of using nonsensical language to attack new
thinzgs. Instigated by nim, a cold wind to negate the cooperative medical service was

soon whipped up in society in general, Some people described the cooperative medical
service as "socialism doing the thing of communism,”" and the "communist wind," and so

on and so forth.

In tne final analysis, what methods should be used to assess the standards of barefoou
doctors? Medical techniques? Medical techniques neither drop trom the sky nor are

they innate. They are developed from medical nractice and can be constantly improved as
a result of practice. Barefoot doctors have given first priority to preventing and con-
trollin; commonly encountered diseases as well as to diseases witn a high incidence of
occurrence in the countryside. They apply both Cainese and Western medicine on the cne
nand and, on the other, collect, grow and produce medicinal herbs. They have not only
achiieved a certain level of skill but are familiar with a relatively wide range of
techniques as well. Some diseases declared by bou:rgeois specialists as "incurable" have
reen cured by barefoot doctors.

Barefoot doctors and so-called pnrofessional doctors difier only in that the ormer have
never bteen edicated in regualar medical universities, Wnatever level of medical skills

they have reached really has nothing to do with whether or not they have received a college
education. No one should place blind faith in universities because real siills are

usually nol acquired in school. In particular, they could not be acquired from old

mecical cnlleges dominated by the revisionist line in education and cherished by that
unrepentant capitalist roader witnin tne parcy.
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Wnen education was dominated by the revisionist line, 1t paid no attention to practice.

For this reason, graduates iresh from medical colleres usuallv could nou work

independenily in preventing and controlling diseasc. A. that time, wnhat trney acquired
catered only to the needs of cities. Once they wWere sent to the czuntryside, they were
nelnless because they were deprived of uedical ejuipment availatle Lo th.em in the

cities, The level of their medical techniague was not necessarily nicher than Shot of
.:0se pbarefoot doctors who were familiar witi. the nature ofi diseases and Lneir causcs

1s vell as with the physical conditions of vneasants in t:re countrycide.

0 course, sarefoot doctors will have to continue to improve their skills in tie servico
ol the peonle Ly more practice and more craining. But that unrencentany canitalist —eader
vivain wee marty nad no intention of aisin: w2 technical level ot barelfont doctors
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"7 the era of soclalism, that a chicken feather can't fly up to heaven no longer holds
true., The poor want to remake their lives. The old system is dying and a rew system is
being born., Chicken feathers really are flying up to heaven. It is hapvening in China.
And it is going to happen all over the world.®” What an excellent reluff this was by
Chairman Mao! Through the Great Cultural Revolution, barefoot doctors and other new
socialist things really are flying up to heaven! The proletariat and the poor and lower-
middle peasants are taking hold of the power to control the medical service!

The rural cooperative medical service, which was born at almost the same time as barefoot
doctors, reflects the urgent demand of the msses of poor and lower-middle peasants

to change, as soon as mssible, the situation of the shortage of doctors and medicines

in the rural areas under the guidance of Chairman Mao!s revolutionary line in health
affairs., It was a revolutionary innovation in which they organized to carry out mutual
assistance and cooperation and to take the socialist road on the question regarding doctors
and medicines.

The funds for the cooperative medical sevvice come partly from the commine members!
savings through self-reliance, partly from public welfare funds originally intended for
establishing collective welfare businesses, and partly from funds raised by the

commine menbers. Whatever the source, they must be used for the prevention and
treatment of disease among the commune members. Since the funds come from the

comrmune members and are spent on the commune members, they are different in essence from
the "commnist wind" of enualization and transfer {the distribution of public property
on an equal basis, and transfer after equalization of tbhe pronerty to those units which
have 1less, without considering the prevailing conditions, manmower, local resources

and so forthl.

The coonerative medical service can prevent the commne members from sufferin;; hardshins
caused by ulcers and diseases, and it is conducive tn »striciifbe bourgeois rights.

This 1is vhere the superiority of cooperative medicrl serviece lies. Developin3 such a
new socialist thing is precisely z job which should be dove in the historical period of
socizlism, how can it bte described as "sneialism deing the thing of cormunism?” Yes,
in the historical period nf social sm many pew things with the quality of communist
sprouts ¥ill emevge. Jf they have tn be eliminated hacause of that quality, then would
not all the navw things in the entive historical neriod of =ocialism that have the
quality of commmnist sprouts lose thair rnnm ta survive? With things going this way,
would mot socialism he urable to pass over ta communism, and rveturn instead to
capitalism?

The so~called "srejiilism dning the thing of comrmmnism” has po basis either in theory

or in practice, Commnists are supmsed tn  create corditions continuously and to
struggle to realize comminism, Would there be any agualities of cemmnism left in a
communist, if he negabtrd new sncialist things and feared o. hated comnrmnism? The
principal contradiction mst be clearly reeognized. The revnlution mist be
persistently eontimed, While attaecking new sncialist things, that unrepentant
capitalist roader within the narty alsa made every effort to p~ddle the belief that

the main problems an the health frant at present are "mot Parning technology"

and "mnt studying veecatiomal work.," It sounds as if the oprincipal contradiction

on the health front at present were mot the class struggle bdetween the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie, but a question of whether to Iea:n technnlogy., Is it mnot a naked
regation of the party'!s basic 1line and peddling o the theory of the dying out of class
strusgle?
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What is really the main contradiction on the health front at vresent? 'That unrenentant

capitalist roader within the party has provided a strilting answer with his own vords and

deeds. On the one hand, he untiringly bubbled that the main contradiction is 1lack o

nmofessional training. On the other hand, he--on behalf of the bour-coisie--unleashed

a frantic attack on the proletariat. Ilis attacik concentrated on such main issues as

vhether he:lth worl should serve the pioletariat and the poor and lower-middle peasants,

whether health worl should serve the majority of the neonle, or wnether its stress

should be shifted to the rural areas. These issues 21l concern the orientation and

the road of health work. It is on these iusues that the st:ru le between the two

classes, roads and lines has raged unabated and will continue to do co during the entire

historical period o socialicm. Obviously, if the proletariat gets talien in by the

rumots and sovhistry of that unrepentant canitalist roader within the narty and

rreoccupies itself with the technical and rrofescional asrects of heaith care to the

extent that it lowers its guard on these fundamental issucs and fails to grasn class
struggle as the key link, health work will “efinitelr et on tike wron~ tracl.

"he emphasis on technical comretence and nrofessional traininc< is onl:m a s okcucreen
thrown up by that unrenentant capitalist roacder within tne nart.. The theory of the dyin:

out of class strug;le has alwayc been a decentive revicionis recent.  wWhat the theor:
warts to deaden is the struscle between the rro-etariat and the wou j0oisi e theor

itsel’ is the bourgeo.siet!s ideoloTicul wervornr o mMralrra aud attaci the ~:'oleta;~f:t
and its concoetion was intended to help the h»orrceo-czie's ai'-out scsavls on the prolefn: o

(hairnan tao nointed out: "In the Listorical -crinsd a socialicn, there are still clasce:,
tliss contradictions and class strucrle. Thore 10 toe Ctru~ le @ otwcen the soc nlis*

™ad ang the canitalich ro.d, and tnere is tie duirger 2 canilri.at resto ation,”

it teachin: has validit. for ~li fronts ind aii tyrcs of wo 'k,  Lovch tiere ace

ey conurt ictions on the health front. the ma‘n one veriine toe ¢t tbiuttle betucen
“ie rroletar:zt and the bour jeoisie.

o
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That unrepentant capitalist roader within the party accused party leaders of ignorence
in professional matters and bubbled that the Ministry of Health should be head«d by

his so-called "professiomals.” This 18 one example of how he tried to push
organizationally his revisionist program of taking the three directives as the key
1irk, On this point, the Ministry of Health once Lad a bitter lesson, Chairman

Meo once severely criticized certain jeading comrades of the Ministry of Health for
having the wrorg idea that "public health is a special technical field. You know
nothing about it Bo keep your hands off." He pointed ocut that the party must exercise
leadership in everything and must provide leadership over health care, The party's
leadersl.ip over health care is, in essence, the leadership of Chairman Mao's proletarian
revolutionary line, Politics is the commander, the Soul in everything. Leacdere of
the health departments rust firmly grasp cless struggle as the key link, Ther they
will have the right perspective and will sea clearly the diiection in which the
revolution will progress,

That unrepentant capitalist roader within the party harped on the 0ld cliche “a
person cannct be a leader without understanding voeationmal work: a nonprofessional
cannot lead a professioml,” as uted by the bourgeois rightist in the year when they
attacked the party, His aim was to install those so-called professionals who were
"enthusiastic” for restoration and those capitalist roaders who r-fused to merni ileir
ways, and let them usurp leadership ~nd revive the "iirdstry of Healtl: for urban
overloads,” in order to make them serve the restoration of capitalisn,

The wheels of history cammot be turned back, Throngh tl.e Great Proletarian Cultursl
Revolution, the masses of revolutiorary people have greatly raise iheir conscicusness
of class struggle and the struggle between the two lines, That unrepentant capitalist
roader within the party 18 very much isolated, and he will not succeed in his perverted
conspiracy of restoration. However, this remewed shotking struggle between restoration
and antirestoration has profoundly educated uws: "The issua of who will win in the
revolution can only be settled over a 1mng historieal pariod. TIf€ things are nct
properly hamdled, it is possible for a capitalist restoration to take place at any
time, let no one in the party or among the people in our country think that everythirng
will be all right ailer one or two Great Cultural Revolutions, or three or four, Ve
mist be very mich on tha alert snd pever lose vigilance,"

Wa must conroientiously study Chairman Maol!s direntives or olass struggl- and the
dictatorship of the proletariat, stuvdy Cratvmn Meo's Girectives on {he counterattack
on the right deviationist wird of reversing vergiets, and, in commliance with

Chadrman Mao's great stratagic plsns, erviticize tha ravistorist program of "taking
the three directivers as the key 1ink,” and resolvtely beat back tha right deviationist
wirm of reversing ithe verd{iects, Wa should take class struggle as the key link,
persist in grasping revolwtion and promote production, other work arnd preparsdeness
agairst var, do a gord joh fn all work on tha health front, and cxrry tha revolution
in health thremoh to the end,
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