











ON THE CENTENARY OF THE BIRTH OF
~ JOSEPH STALIN

December 21 thls year marks the centenary
of the birth of Joseph Stalin, the much-beloved
and outstanding leader of the proletariat of Russia
ard the world, the loyal friend of the Albanian
people, and the dear friend of the oppressed peo-
ples of the whole world fighting for freedom, in-
dependence, democracy and soc1ahsm

Stalin’s whole life was characterized by an
unceasing fierce struggle against Russian capital-
ism, against world capitalism, against imperialism
and against the anti-Marxist and anti-Leninist
currents and trends which had placed themselves
in the service of world reaction and capital. Beside
Lenin and under: his. leadership, he was one of
the inspirers and leaders of-the Great October
Socialist Revolution; an unf]_mchmg militant of
the Bolshevik Party.- RS

After the death of Lenin, for 30 years on
end, Stalin led the struggle for the triumph and
defence of socialism in the Soviet Union. That is
why there is great love and respect for Stalin and
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loyalty to him and his work in the hearts of the
proletariat and the peoples of the world. That is
also why the capitalist bourgeoisie and world re-
action display never-ending hostility towards this
loyal disciple and outstanding, resolute co-fighter
of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin.

Stalin earned his place among the great clas-
sics of Marxism-Leninism with his stern and prin-
cipled struggle for the defence, consistent imple-
mentation and further development of the ideas
of Marx, Engels and Lenin. With his keen mind
and special ability, he was able to find his bear-
ings even in the most difficult times, when the
bourgeoisie and reaction were doing everything
in their power to hinder the triumph of the Great
October Socialist Revolution.

The difficulties facing the Russian proletariat
in the realization of its aspirations were immense,
because capitalism reigned in Russia and the
world. But capitalism had already produced its
own grave-digger — the proletariat, the most rev-
olutionary class which was to lead the revolu-
tion. This class was to fulfil its historic mission
successfully, in merciless struggle against its ene-
mies, and through this struggle, win its rights and
freedoms, and take political power into its own
hands, On this course, the proletariat was o wrest
political and economic power from its oppressors
and exploiters — the capitalist bourgeoisie, and
build the new world. ,
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Marx and Engels created the proletarian
science of the revolution and scientific socialism.
They founded the International Workingmen’s
Association, known ag the First International. The
fundamental principles of this first international
association of workers were formulated in its
Constitutional Manifesto, which defined the road
of the proletariat for the liquidation of private
ownership of the means of production, for the
creation of the party of the proletariat to seize
siate power on the revolutionary road, as well as
for the struggle the proletariat had to wage
against capitalism and opportunism, which pre-
sented itself in different «theoretical» forms in
different countries. '

Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, the brilliant continuer
of the work of Karl Marx and Frederick Engels,
basing himself on their major works and defend-
ing them with rare mastery, waged the struggle
against the trends of revisionists, opportunists,
and other renegades. The traitors discarded the
great banner of the First International and openly
spurned the slogan of the Communist Manifesto:
«Workers of all countries, unite!». Instead of
opposing the imperialist war, these renegades
from Marxism voted credits for it.

Lenin wrote major works in defence and
for the development of Marxism. In particular,
he enriched the ideas of Marx and Engels on the

construction of socialist and communist society.




Always bearing in mind the materialist develop-
ment of history, as well as the conditions of the
country and the epoch in which he was living,
Lenin fought for the creation and consolidation
of the Bolshevik Party. Vladimir Ilyich, together
with the other bolsheviks, through an intensive
revolutionary struggle within Russia and abroad,
in the conditions of the decay of czarism and its
army, prepared and launched the Great Prolet—
arian Socialist Revolution.

Lenin’s plan of genius for the triumph of the
revolution was realized. After the Great Rev-
olution, which shook the old world and opened
up a new epoch in the history of mankind — the
epoch of the liquidation of oppression and exploita-
tion, was crowned with success, Lenin continued
the struggle for the construction of the first
socialist state. Lenin’s devoted collaborator,
Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin, fought and worked
together with him.

It is understandable that the bourgeoisie
could not fail to rise against the ideas of Marx,
Engels and Lenin and their correct, resolute and
unwavering actions in favour of the working class
and the peoples, and it did so, without hesitation,
savagely and consistently, never ceasing to aim its
various weapons against them.

This great, organized hostility of capitalism
and the reactionary world bourgeoisie was con-
fronted with the great, organized and invincible
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strength of the Russian proletariat in unity with
the world proletariat. This confrontation was an
expression of a fierce class struggle within and
outside Russia, which was apparent during that
whole period in the clashes with the intervention-
ist forces and the remnants of czarism and Rus-
sian reaction. These enemies had to be fought
mercilessly. _

The Bolshevik Party had to be tempered, the
building of the state of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, as the principal issue of the revolution,
had to be completed and the foundations of the
socialist economy laid in the course of this class
struggle. Therefore, fundamental reforms had to
be carried out in all sectors of life, but on a new
course, in a new spirif, with a new purpose;
Marx’s theory on philosophy, political economy
and scientific socialism had to be applied in a
creative manner and under the concrete condi-
tions of czarist Russia.

All these aims were to be realized under the
leadership of the proletariat, as the most advanced
and most revolutionary class, relying on its alli-
ance with the poor and middle peasantry. After
the creation of the new state power, a great
and heroic struggle had to be waged to improve
the economic and cultural life of the peoples lib-
erated from the yoke of czarism and foreign cap-
ital of other European countries. In this‘ titanic
struggle, Stalin stood firm beside Lenin; he was
a front-line fighter.
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The more the new Soviet state became con<
solidated politically, the more industry devel-
oped in all its branches, the more the collective
agriculture and the new socialist culture devel-
oped inthe Soviet Union, the fiercer the resistance
of the external enemies and local reaction be-
came. The enemies intensified this struggle espe-

ially after the death of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin,

Before the body of Lenin, Stalin pledged that
he would loyally follow his teachings, would
carry out his behests to keep the lofty title of the
communist pure, to safeguard and strengthen the
unity of the Bolshevik Party, to preserve and
ceaselessly steel the dictatorship of the proletariat,
to constantly strengthen the alliance of the work-
ing class with the peasantry, to remain loyal to
the end to the principles of proletarian interna-
tionalism, to defend the first socialist state from
the ambitions of the local bourgeois and landown-
er enemies and the external imperialist enemies,
who wanted to destroy it, and to carry the con-
struction of soclalism through to the end in one
sixth of the earth.

Joseph Stalin kept his word. At the head of
the Bolshevik Party he knew how to lead the
construction of socialism in the Soviet Union and
to make the great Homeland of the Russian pro-
letariat and all the peoples of the Soviet Union
a colossal base for the world revolution. He showed
himself to be a worthy continuer of the work
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of Marx, Engels and Lenin, and gave brilliant
proof that he was a great, clear-minded and
resolute Marxist-Leninist. :
The enemies within the Soviet Union —
the Trotskyiies, Bukharinites, Zinovyevites and
others, were closely linked with foreign capitalists,
because they had become their tools. Some of
them remained within the ranks of the Bolshevik
Party in order to take the citadel from within,
to disrupt the correct Marxist-Leninist line of
this party with Stalin at the head, while some

.others operated outside the party but within the

state, and in disguise or openly plotted to sabotage
the construction of socialism. In these circumstan-
ces, Stalin persistently implemented one of
Lenin’s main instructions about unhesitatingly

purging the party of all opportunist elements, of

any one who capitulates to the pressure of the
bourgeoisie and imperialism and any view alien to

Marxism-Leninism. The struggle Stalin waged at

the head of the Bolshevik Party against the Trot-
skyites and Bukharinites was a direct continu-
ation of the struggle waged by Lenin, a profound-
ly principled, salutary struggle, without which
there would have been neither construction of
socialism, nor any possibility of defending it.
Joseph Stalin knew that the victories could
be achieved and defended through efforts, sacri-
fices, through sweat and struggle. He never dis-
played ill-founded optimism over the victories:
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that were achieved and was never pessimistic ab-
out the difficulties which emerged. On the contra-
ry, Stalin was an exceptionally mature personal-
ity, prudent in his thoughts, decisions and ac-
tions. As the great man he was, Stalin was able to
win the hearts of the party and people, to mobil-
ize their energies, to temper the militants in
battles, and uplift them politically and ideologic~
ally in order to carry out a great work, without
precedent in history.

The Stalin five-year plans for the develop-
ment of the economy and culture transformed the
world’s first socialist country into a big socialist
power. Guided by the teaching of Lenin about
giving priority to heavy industry in the socialist
industrialization, the Bolshevik Party headed by
Stalin equipped the country with a very powerful
industry for the production of means of pro-
duction, with a giant machine-building industry,
capable of ensuring the rapid development of the
entire people’s economy and all the necessary
means, as well as an impregnable defence. As.
Stalin said, the socialist heavy industry was set up
«relying on the internal forces, without enslav—
ing credits and loans from abroads». Stalin had
made it clear that in setting up its heavy indus-
try, the Soviet state could not follow the road
which the capitalist countries pursue, by taking
loans from other countries or plundering other
countries.
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. After the collectivization of agriculture in
the Soviet. Union a modern socialist agriculture
was built up with the support of a powerful base of:
agricultural machinery produced by the socialist
heavy industry, and thus the problem of grain
and other principal agricultural and livestock:
products was solved. It was Stalin who elaborated
Lenin’s cooperativist plan more thoroughly, who
led -the implementation of this plan in fierce
struggle with the enemies of socialism, with the
kulaks, the Bukharinite traitors, with the innu-
merable difficulties and obstacles which stemmed
not only from enemy activity, but also from the
lack of experience and from the feeling of private
property which had deep roots in the conscious-
ness of the peasants. " -

The build-up- of economic and cultural
strength helped the consolidation of the state of
the dictatorship of the proletariat in the Soviet
Union. At the head of the Bolshevik Party, Stalin
organized and ran the Soviet state in a masterly
way, further perfected its functioning and, always
on the Marxist-Leninist course, developed the
structure and superstructure of society on the
basis of the internal political situation and econ-
omic development, while never losing sight of the-
external situations, that is, the rapacious aims
and the sinister intrigues concocted by the bour-

geois—capitalist states in order to impede the =

construction of the new state of the prol‘etaria_ns_,iz-



‘World capitalism regarded the Soviet Union
as its dangerous enemy, therefore from outside it
endeavoured to isolate it, while it encouraged
and organized the plots of renegades, spies, traj-

tors and rightists from within. The dictatorship

of the proletariat struck down these dangerous
enemies without mercy. All the traitors were put
on public trial. At that time, their guilt was proved
most. convincingly with ~incontrovertible evi-
dence. .The bourgeois propaganda raised a big

fuss about the trials conducted in the Soviet
Union on. the basis of the revolutionary law’

against the Trotskyites, Bukharinites, the Radeks;,
Zinovyevs, 'Kamenyevs, Pyatakovs and ‘Tukha-
chevskys. It stepped up and raised to a systém its
campaign of slander and denigration against the
just -struggle of the Soviet state, the Bolshevik
Party and Stalin that defended the life of their

peoples, defended the new socialist system built"-

with the blood and sweat of the workers and
peasants, defended the Great October Revolution
and the purity of ‘Marxism-Leninism. :
What slander did the external enemies not
invent, especially against Joseph Stalin, the con-
tinuer of the work of Marx and Lenin, the tal-
ented leader of the Soviet Union, whom they ac-
cused of being a «bloody tyrant», and «murder-
er». All these slanders were remarkable for their
cynicism. No, Stalin' was no tyrant, no despot.-
He was a man of principle, he was just, modest
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and very kindly and considerate towards peo-.
ple, the cadres, and his colleagues. That is why his.
Party, the peoples of the Union of Soviet Social-
ist Republics and the entire world proletariat
loved him so-much. This is how millions of com-:
munists and outstanding personalities, revolution-
aries and progressive people throughout the
world knew Stalin. In his book entitled «Stalin»,
Henri Barbusse says among other things: «He es-
tablished and maintains links with ‘the workers,
peasants and intellectuals of the USSR, as well as
with the revolutionaries of the world, who love
their homeland - that is, with many more than
200 million people». He added, «This clear and
enlightened person is an unpretentious man. . . He
laughs like a child. .. From many aspects. Stalin
is very much like the extraordinary V. Ilyich: the
same mastery of theory, the same practical sense,
the same determination... More than in any-
one else, in the person of Stalin one finds
the thought and word of Lenin. He is the Lenin
of today.»

Consistent Marxist-Leninist revolutionary
ideas run like a red thread through all Stalin’s
thoughts and Works, whether written or applied in
practice. No mistake of principle can be found in
the works of this outstanding Marxist-Leninist.
His work was well weighed up in the interests of -
the proletariat and the working masses, in the
interests of the revolution, socialism and com-
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munism, in the interests of national liberation and
anti-imperialist struggles. He was not eclectic in

his theoretical and political opinions, nor was he

vacillating in his: practical actions. He who relied
on the sincere friendship of Joseph Stalin was

confident in his onward march towards a happy

future for his people. He who deviated could not
escape the keenvigilance and judgement of Joseph
Stalin. This judgement had its roots in the
great ideas of the Marxist-Leninist theory which
had erystallized in his brilliant mind and pure
soul. Throughout his whole lifetime he knew how
tc keep a firm hold on the helm and steer a
correct course to socialism amongst the waves and
storms created by enemies.

Stalm knew when and to what extent com-
promises should be made provided they did not
violate the Marxist-Leninist ideology, but on the
contrary, were to the benefit of the revolution,
socialism, the Soviet Union and the friends of the
Soviet Umon

The proletariat, the Marxist-Leninist parties,
the genuine communists and all the progressive
people in the world considered the salutary ac-
tions of the Bolshevik Party and Stalin in defence
of the new socialist state and socio-economic
order to bejust, reasonable and necessary. The
work of Stalin was approved by the world prole-
tariat and the peoples, because they saw that he
fought against the oppression and exploitation
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- which they felt on their own backs. The peoples
- saw that the slanders against Stalin came precise-
1y from those monsters who organized mass tor-
~ tures and killings in capitalist society, those who
- were the cause of starvation, poverty, unemploy-
ment and so much misery, hence they did not
belleve these slanders.

-2’ Millions of proletarzans throughout the world

rose_ against  these enemies in big strikes and
powert'ul- demonstratlons in the city streets, and

'-ctlons ‘were, at the same time,
3 - ationa} support for the Sov1et
"-Lmon '-and- -Stalm which helped to strengthen
“the new state‘of the Sov1ets and enhance its great
authorlty in the world. S

All the commumsts throughout the world
who were flghtmg against world capitalism were
called ~agents» of the Soviet Union and Stalin by
the bourdeolsre and the renegades from Marxism-
Lemmsm ‘But the" communists’ were honest peo-
ple, they were nobody s'agents; but were simply
loyal supporters of the doctrine of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin: ‘They supported the Soviet
Union because in-its policy’ they saw their great
support for the triumph of communist ideas, they
saw & clear example of how they should develop
their struggle and increase their efforts to win
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the battles one after the other. to defeat the
enemies and rid themselves of the yoke of the
power of capital and build the new, socialist
social order.

While world capitalism was growing weaker
as an outdated order in decay, socialism in the
Soviet Union was triumphing as the new order
of the future and becoming an ever more power-
ful support for the world revolution. In these

clrcumstances capitalism was absolutely compel-

led to employ all its means to strike a mortal blow
at the great socialist state of the proletarians, which
was showing the world the way to escape from
exploitation, therefore the -capitalists prepared
and launched World War II. They raised, sup-
ported, incited and armed the Hitlerites for the
~war against Bolshevism», against -the Soviet
Union, and to realize their dream of «living spaces
in the East. The Soviet Union understood the
danger which threatened it. Stalin was vigilant,
he knew full well that the slanders concocted
against him by the international capitalist bour-
geoisie, alleging that he was not fighting the ris-
ing nazism and fascism, were slogans to be ex-
pected from this bourgeoisie -and the Hitlerite
Fifth Column, in order to deceive world opinion
and realize their plans for an attack on the Soviet
Union. . e '

- The 'Ith Congress of the Comintern, held in
1935, rightly described fascism as the. greatest
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nemy of the peoples in the concrete circumstan-
é__s of that time. On the direct initiative of Stalin,
:this' Congress launched the slogan of the peo-
- ples’ anti-fascist united front, which should be
created in every country with the ,aim of expos-
“ing the aggressive plans and predatory activity
“of the fascist states, so that the peoples would rise
- against these plans and this activity in order to
~avert a new imperialist war which was threaten-
~ing the world.

of the danger threatening the Soviet Union. At
~all time he fought resolutely and gave clear-cut
_instructions that the party must be tempered for
‘the coming battles, that the Soviet peoples must
- be united in a steel-like Marxist-Leninist unity,
- that the Soviet economy must be consolidated on
. the socialist road, that the defences of the Soviet
- Union must be strengthened with material means

- and cadres, and have a revolutionary strategy
- with revelutionary tactics. It was Stalin who
- showed and proved through facts from life itself,
that the imperialists are warmongers and that
imperialism is the bearer of predatery wars, the-
refore, he instructed that people must be
continuously vigilant and always prepared to cope
with any action by the Hitlerite nazis, the Ifalian
fascists, and the Japanese militarists, together
with the other capitalist world powers. Stalin’s.
word was prized above gold, it became a guidq
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for the proletarians and the peoples of the world.

Stalin proposed to the governments of the
big capitalist powers of Western Europe that an
alliance should be formed against the Hitlerite
plague, but these governments rejected such a
proposal, indeed they even violated the alliances
they had previously signed with the Soviet Union,
because they hoped the Hitlerites would elimi-
nate the «seed of Bolshevism» and pull the
chestnuts out of the fire for them.

Faced with such an extremely serious and
dangerous situation, and being unable to convince
the government officials of the so-called western
democracies to conclude a joint anti-fascist alli-
ance, Stalin considered it appropriate to work so
that war against the Soviet Union was postponed,
in order to gain time to further strengthen its
cefences. To this end, he signed the non-aggression
pact with Germany. This pact was to serve as a
modus vivendi to stave off the danger temporarily,
because Stalin saw the Hitlerite aggressiveness,
and had made and was continuing to make
preparations.against it. ' _

Many ‘bourgeois and revisionist politicians
and historians allege that the Hitlerite aggression
found the Soviet Union unprepared and for this
lay the blame on Stalin! But the facts refute this
slander. Everyone knows that Hitlerite Germany,
as an aggressive state, violating the non-aggres-
sion pact in‘a piratical and perfidious manner,
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took advantage of strategic surprise and the nu-
térical superiority of the huge force of about
09:divisions of its own and its allies, and threw
“them into a «blitzkrieg» by means of which, ac-
ording to Hitler's plans, the Soviet Union was to
e overrun and conauered within not more than
wo months!

" But everyone knows what happened in rea-
lity. The «blitzkrieg», which had succeeded every-
‘where in Western Europe, failed in the East. Be-
‘ing very strong behind the lines, with the support
‘ofall the Soviet peoples, in its withdrawal the
‘Red Army exhausted the enemy forces untii it
‘pinned them down, then it counter-attacked and
smashed them with successive blows, until finally
it forced Hitlerite Germany to surrender uncon-
ditionally. History has already recorded the deci-
sive role of the Soviet Union in the defeat of
. Hitlerite Germany and the annihilation of fascism
*: in general in World War II.

How could Hitler’s plan of «blitzkrieg» a-
geinst the Soviet Union have been defeated and
how could that country have played such a major
role in saving mankind from fascist bondage with-
out all-sided prior preparation for defence, with-
out the steel strength and vitality of the socialist
system which withstood its greatest and most dif-
ficult test in World War II? How can these
victories be separated from the exceptionally
great role played by Stalin, both in preparing the
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country to withstand the imperialist aggression,

and in the rout of Hitlerite Germany and in the his-
toric victory over fascism? Any diabolical attempt
by the Khrushchevite revisionists to separate
Stalin from the party and Soviet people in con-
rection with the decisive role of the socialist state
in this victory is smashed to smithereens in the
face of the historic reality which no force can
refute or diminish, let alone wipe out. s

The war of the Soviet peoples, with Stalin
at the head, led to the liberation of a series of

countries and peoples from nazi bondage, brought -

about the establishment of people’s democracy in
several countries of Eastern Europe and gave a
powerful impulse to the national liberation, anti-
imperialist and anti-colonialist struggles, so that
the colonial system disiritegrated and collapsed,
and this created a new ratio of forces in the world
in favour of socialism. and the revolution. -
Khrushchev was so shameless as to accuse
Stalin of being a person «shut away» from the
reality, who allegedly did not know the situation
in the Soviet Union and the world, who allegedly
did not know where the forces of the Red Army
were deployed and commanded - them using a
school globe as his map! .~ - _
- Even such heads of world capitalism as Chur-
chill, Roosevelt, Truman, Eden, Montgomery,
Hopkins and others were obliged to recognize the
incontestable merits of Stalin, although . at the
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same time, they made no secret of their hostility:
“towards the Marxist-Leninist policy and i-deology
and Stalin personally. I have read their memoirs
- and seen that these heads of capitalism speak Wlth
- respect about Stalin as a statesman and military
 strategist, describe him as a great man «endowed
- with a remarkable sense of strategy», «with an un-
rivalled sharpness of mind in the rapid compre-
hension of problems». Churchill said . about
Stalin, «...I respect this great and brilliant man...,
very few people in the world could have uncer-
stood the problems over which we had been at a
loss for months on end, like this, in so few min-~
utes. He had grasped everything in a seconds».
The Khrushchevites wanted to create the
illusion that not Stalin, but they, had allegedly led
the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union
against nazism! But the whole world knows that
during that time they were sheltering underﬂ' 'the
shadow of Stalin to whom they sang hypocritical
hymns of praise, saying: «We owe all our victories
and successes to the great Stalins, ete., ete., at
a time when they were preparing to blow up these
victories. The genuine hymns, which came from
the heart, were sung by the glorious Soviet sol-
diers who went into the historic battles with the
name of Stalin on their lips. S
Although far from the Soviet Union, the Al-
banian communists and people felt the great role
of Stalin very strongly and intimately, at the
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gravest moments our country experienced during

the Italian and German fascist occupation, when-

the fate of our Homeland, whether it would
remain in bondage or emerge into freedom and
light, was decided. During the most difficult days
of the war, Stalin was always beside us. He
boosted our hopes, illuminated our perspective,
steeled our hearts and will, and increased our
confidence in victory. Many a time, the Ilast
words of the Albanian communists, patriots,
and partisans who gave their lives on the battle-
field or facing the enemy’s gallows, machine-gun
o automatic rifle, were: «Long live the Commun-
ist Party!», «Long Live Stalin!» More than once
it has occurred that in piercing the hearts of the
sons and daughters of our people, the enemy’s
bullets, at the same time, pierced the works of
Stalin which they guarded in their bosoms as a
much cherished treasure.

Despite the open and disguised efforts of the
internal and external enemies of the Soviet Union
to sabotage socialism after World War I, the cor-.
rectness of Stalin’s policy set the tone in major
international problems. The war-devastated land
of the Soviets, which lost 20 million people on the
battlefields, was reconstructed with astounding
rapidity. This great work was carried out by the
Soviet people, the working class and the collective
farm peasantry, led by the Bolshevik Party .and
the great Stalin.
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s In the years of World War II revisionism
émerged with the betrayal of Browder, ex-
general secretary of the CP of the USA, who,
together with his revisionist associates, d1ss_olved
- the party and placed themselves in the service qf
- American imperialism. Browder was for the ligui-
_dation of ‘any demarcation line between thg _bqur-
‘ geoisie and the proletariat, between capitalism
- and socialism, for their merging in a single world,
 was against the revolution and civil war and for
the peaceful co-existence of classes in society. We
can say that with this «white line», with his capi-~
tulationist policy, Browder preceded Tito, who,
because of his anti-Marxist and anti-Leninist
views and stands, entered into ideological and po-
litical conflict with the Soviet Union at the time
of the war, although this conflict broke out
openly after thewar. After many patient efforts to
bring the renegade Tito into line, when they were
convinced he was incorrigible, Stalin, the Bolshe-
vik Party and all the other genuine communist
parties of the world unanimously condemned
him. It became obvious that the work of Tito was
in the service of world imperialism, therefore
he relied on and was supported by American
imperialism and the other capitalist states. Join-
ing the chorus of the bourgeois propaganda and
in order to earn the credits he received from the
impeljialists, Tito, among other things, slandered
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that Stalin allegedly prepared the attack against
Yugoslavia. Time proved that Tito was lying.

In the different talks which I have had the.

great honour to hold with Stalin, he has told me

that there never was and never could be any

thought of the Soviet Union attacking Yugoslavia.
We are communists, said Stalin, and will never
attack any foreign country, hence, Yugoslavia
either, but we shall expose Tito and the Titoites,
bccause that is our duty as Marxists. Whether

they keep Tito in power or overthrow him in.
Yugoslavia, this is an internal question which it 1s-

up to the peoples of Yugoslavia to settle, it is not
up to us to interfere in this affair, he sald

The Nikita Khrushchev gang was encouraged
and supported in its slanders against Stalin by
the renegade Josip Broz Tito, who had come out
openly long before, and later by Mao Tsetung and
company and other revisionists of various shades.
In reality, all of them were minions of capitalism,
set on destroying socialism in the Soviet Union
from within, preventing socialism from being
built in Yugoslavia, and hindering the construc-
tion of socialism in China and the whole world.
That is why they opposed Stalin, in whom they
saw the strong man, whom they were unable to
put anything across while he was alive.

These traitors were the successors to the social-
democrat, revisionist, opportunist renegades of
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e Second International, the continuers of their
inglorious. work in other circumstances and con-
itions. They claimed that they were applying or-
‘ganizational forms of struggle «appropriate» to the
situation and working out allegedly new ideas
to «correct» and «complement» Marxism-Lenin-
ism in accord with the «spirii of the time», etc.
Irrespective of any formal differences they mani-
- fested in their opinions and attitudes, all this scum
" had the one aim: to combat Marxism-Leninism,
to negate the absolute necessity of the proletarian
revolution, to destroy socialism, to quell the class
struggle and prevent the overthrow of the old
capitalist society to its very foundations.

Stalin was a genuine internationalist. He took
good account of the special feature that the Soviet
state was created by the union of many republics
which were composed of many peoples, many
nationalities, therefore he perfected the state or-
ganization of these republics while respecting
their equal rights. With the correct Marxist-
Leninist policy he pursued on the national question,
Stalin succeeded in moulding and tempering the
militant unity of the different peoples of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. While at
the head of the party and Soviet state, he made
his contribution to transforming the prison of the.
peoples — the old czarist Russia, into a free,
independent and sovereign country, where the
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peoples and the republicslived in harmony, friend-
ship, and unity with equal rights. Stalin knew
the nations and their historical formation, he knew
the different characteristics of the culture and
psychology of each people and handled them in
the Marxist-Leninist way.

The infernationalism of Joseph Stalinisclear-

ly apparent also in the relations that were estab- -

lished among the countries of people’s demo-
cracy which he  considered free, independent,
sovereign states, close allies of the Soviet Union.
He never envisaged these states as dominated by
the Soviet Union, either politically or economi-
cally. This was a correct Marxist-Leninist policy
which Stalin followed.

In my memoirs I have written of the request
I made to Joseph Stalin in 1947 in regard
to the creation of some joint Albanian-Soviet
companies, which were to utilize our underground
wealth. He told me that they did not set up joint
companies with the fraternal countries of people’s
democracy, and explained to me that even some
step which had been taken at first in this directi-
on with some country of people’s democracy,
they had considered mistaken and given up. It
i3 our duty, continued Stalin, to provide the
countries of ‘people’s democracy with the techno-

logy we possess and the economic aid we are able

to give, and we shall always be ready to support
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‘them. This is what Stalin thought and that is how
‘he acted. .

" The Khrushchevites, on the contrary, did not
follow such a course. They embarked on the road
“of cunning capitalist collaboration, c_reating a mi-
Jitary, political and economic <«unity» with the
former countries of people’s democracy in their
own interests and to the detriment of others.‘
They transformed the Warsaw Treaty into
an instrument to keep their new colonies in bon-
dage, in forms and ways allegedly socialist. They
transformed Comecon from an organization of
mutual economic aid, which it was in the time of
Stalin, into a means of control and exploitation
of its member countries.

Thus the policy of Joseph Stalin on all the
major political, ideclogical and economic problems
was one thing, while the policy of the Khrush-
chevite and other modern revisionists is quite an-
other thing. Stalin’s policy was principled_a_nd in-
ternationalist, while that of the Soviet revisionists
is a capitalist policy, enslaving for the othgr peo-
ples who have fallen or are falling into their trap.

Theimperialists, Tito, the Khrushchevites and
allother enemiesaccused Stalin; alleging that after .
World War II he divided up ‘the spheres of influ-
ence in agreement with the former anti-fascist
allies — the United States of America and Great
Britain. Time has consigned this accusation to the
rubbish bin, just as it did with all the rest. After
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World War II, Stalin defended with exemplary
justice the peoples, their national Iiberation
struggle and their natjonal and social rights
against the greed of his former allies in the anti-
fascist war.

The enemies of communism, ranging from
international bourgeois reaction down to the
Khrushchevites and all the other revisionists, have
striven with every means to blacken and distort
all the virtues, pure thoughts and just actions of
this great Marxist-Leninist, and to discredit the
first socialist state set up by Lenin and Stalin.

With great cunning the Khrushchevites, these
new disciples of Trotsky, Bukharin, Zinoviev and
Tukhachevsky, incited conceit and the feeling of
superiority in those who had taken part in the
war. They encouraged privileges for the élite,
opened the way to bureaucracy and liberalism in
the party and-the state, violated the true revolu-
tionary norms; and gradually managed to implant
the defeatist spirit'among the people. They pre-
sented all the evils of their activity as if they
were brought about by the «stern and sectarian
stand, the method and style of work» of Stalin.
This diabolical deed of those who cast the. stone
and hid the hand, served to deceive the working

class, the collective farm peasantry and the intellec-
tuals and to set in motion all the dissident elements
who had remained concealed until that time. Dissi-
dent, career-seeking and degenerate elements were
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old that the time of «genuine freedom» had come
for them, and this «freedom» was brought about
by Nikita Khrushchev and his group. This is how
e ground was prepared for the destruction of
cialism in the Soviet Union, for the overthrow
of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the estab-
hment of a state of the «entire people» which
fact would be nothing but a dictatorial state of
o fascist type, as it is now.

. All this villainy emerged soon after the death,
“to be more precise, after the murder of Stalin.
ay after the murder of Stalin, because Mikoyan
himself told me and Comrade Mehmet Shehu that
they, together with Khrushchev and their associ-
"f'és,-_had decided to carry out a «pokushenie», i. e,
o make an attempt on Stalin’s life, but later, as
Mikoyan told us, they gave up this plan. It is-a
known fact that the Khrushchevites could hardly
if_ait- for Stalin to die. The circumstances of his
" death are not clear.

~ .. An unsolved enigma in this direction is the
~guestion of the «white smocks», the trial conduc-
- 'ted against the Kremlin doctors, who, as long as
' Stalin was alive were accused of having attempted
_to kill many leaders of the Soviet Union. After
- Stalin’s death these doctors were rehabilitated and
" no more was said about this question! But why was
- this question hushed up?! Was the criminal acti-
ity of these doctors proved at the time of the
- trial, or not? The question of the doctors was
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hushed up, because had it been investigated later,
had it been gone into thoroughly, it would have
brought to light a great deal of dirty linen, many
crimes and plots that the concealed revisionists,
with Khrushchev and Mikoyan at the head, had
been perpetrating. This could be the explanation
also for the sudden deaths within a very short time,
of Gottwald, Bierut, Foster, Dimitrov and some
others, all from curable illnesses, about which I
have written in my unpublished memoirs, «The
Khrushchevites and Us». This could prove to be
the true reason for the sudden death of Stalin, too.

In order to attain their vile aims and to carry
out their plans for the struggle against Marxism-
Leninism and socialism, Khrushchev and his group
liguidated many of the main leaders of the Comin-
tern, one after the other, by silent and mysterious
methods. Apart from others, they also attacked
and discredited Rakosi, dismissed him from his
post and interned him deep in the interior of the
steppes of Russia, in this way.

In the «secret» report delivered at their 20th
Congress, Nikita Khrushchev and his associates
threw mud at Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin and
tried to defile him in the filthiest manner, resort-
ing to the most cynical Trotskyite methods. After
compromising some of the cadres of the leadership
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the
Khrushchevites exploited them thoroughly and
then kicked them out and liquidated them as anti-
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party elements. The Khrushchevites headed by
Khrushchev, who condemned the cult of Stalin in
order to cover up their subsequent crimes against
the Soviet Union and socialism, raised the cult of
Khrushchev sky-high.

- Those top functionaries of the party and Sov-
iet state attributed to Stalin the brutality, cun-
ning perfidy and baseness of character, the im-
risonments and murders which they themselves
practised and which were second nature to them.
As long as Stalin was alive it was precisely they
who sang hymns of praise to him in order to cover
‘up their careerism and their underhand aims and
~actions. In 1949 Khrushchev described Stalin as the
«leader and teacher of genius», and said that «the
name of Comrade Stalin is the banner of all the
victories of the Soviet people, the banner of the
- struggle of the working people the world overs.
~“Mikoyan described the Works of Stalin as a «new,
© higher historical stage of Leninism». Kosygin said,
«We owe all our victories and successes to the
' great Stalin», etc., etc. While after his death they
- behaved quite differently. It was the Khrushche-
~vites who strangled the voice of the party,
© strangled the voice of the working class and filled
- the concentration camps with patriots; it was they
~ who released the dregs of treachery from prison,
© the Trotskyites and all the enemies, whom time and
* the facts had proved and have proved again now
- with their struggle as dissidents to be opponents-
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of socialism and agents in the service of foreign
capitalist enemies.

It is the Khrushchevites who, in conspirator-
ial and mysterious ways, «tried» and condemned
not only the Soviet revolutionaries but also many
persons from other countries. In my notes I have
written of a meeting with the Soviet leaders, at
which Khrushchev, Mikoyan, Molotov and some
others were present. As Mikoyan was to go to
Austria, Molotov turned to him and said half-
jokingly: «Be careful not to make a ’mess’ in
Austria, as you did in Hungary». I immediately
asked Molotov: «Why, was it Mikoyan who made
the ‘mess’ in Hungary?» He replied: «Yes», and
went on to say, «if Mikoyan goes back there
again, they will hang him». Mikoyan, this covert
anti-Marxist cosmopolitan answered: «If they
hang me, they will hang Kadar, too». But even if
those two were hanged, intrigues and villainy
still remain immoral. (

Khrushchev, Mikoyan and Suslov first
defended the conspirator Imre Nagy, and then con-
demmed and executed him secretly somewhere in
Rumania! Who gave them the right to act in that
way with a foreign citizen? Although he was a
conspirator, he should have been subject only to
trial in his own country and not to any foreign
law, court or punishment. Stalin never did such
things.

-+ No, Stalin never acted in that way. He con-
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ucted public trials against the traitors to the
ty and Soviet state. The party and the Soviet
eoples were told openly of the crimes they had
ymmitted. You never find in Stalin’s actions such
[afia-like methods as you find in the actions of
e Soviet revisionist chiefs.
'The Soviet revisionists have used and are still
sing such methods against one another in their
ruggle for power, just as in every capi-
list country. Khrushchev seized power through
utsch, and Brezhnev toppled him from the
rone with a putsch.
Brezhnev and company got rid of Khrush-
ev to protect the revisionist policy and ideology
from the discredit and exposure resulting from
is crazy behaviour and actions and embarrassing
uffoonery. He did not in any way reject Khrush-
chievism, the reports and decisions of the 20th and
22nd Congresses in which Khrushchevism is em-
bedied. Brezhnev showed himself to be so ungrate-~
f1l to Khrushchev, whom he had previously lauded
s0 high, that he could not even find a hole in the
wall of the Kremlin to put his ashes when he died!
Meanwhile, neither the Soviet peoples, nor world
opinion have ever been informed of the real rea-
sons for Khrushchev’s downfall. Even to this day,
the «main reason» provided by the revisionist
documents is «his advanced age and deteriorat-
ing state of health»!!
Stalin was not at all what the enemies of com-
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munism accused and acciise him of being. On the
contrary, he was just and a man of principle. He
knew how to help and combat those who made
mistakes, knew how to support, encourage and
point out the special merits of those who served
Marxism-Leninism loyally, as the occasion
required. The question of Rokossovsky and that of
Zhukov are now well known. When Rokossovsky
and Zhukov made mistakes they were criticized
and discharged from their posts. But they were
not cast off as incorrigible. On the contrary, they
were warmly assisted and the moment it was con-
sidered that these cadres had corrected themselves,
Stalin elevated them to responsible positions, pro-
moted them marshals and at the time of the
Great Patriotic War charged them with ex-
tremely important duties on the main fronts of the
war against the Hitlerite invaders. Only a leader
who had a clear concept of and applied Marxist-
Leninist justice in evaluating the work of people,
with their good points and errors, could have acted
as Stalin did.

Following Stalin’s death, Marshal Zhukov
became a tool of Nikita Khrushchev and his group;
he supported the treacherous activity of Khrush-
chev against the Soviet Union, the Bolshevik
Party and Stalin. Eventually, Nikita Khrushchev
tossed Zhukov away like a squeezed lemon. He did

the same with Rokossovsky and many other main
cadres. -
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Many Soviet communists were deceived l_:>y

the 'demagogy of the Krushchevite revisionist

oroup and thought that after Stalin’s death the

viet Union would become a real paradise, as the

revisionist traitors started to trumpet. They de-

clared with great pomp that in 1980 communism

would be established in the Soviet Union!! But

hat happened? The opposite, and it could not be

herwise. The revisionists seized power not to

ake the Soviet Union prosper, but to turn it back

into a capitalist country, as they did, to make it

sconomically subject to world capital, tq form secret

and open agreements with American ux;penahsm,

to subjugate the peoples of the countries of peo-

ple’s democracy under the guise of military and

onomic treaties, to keep these states in bondage,

‘create markets and spheres of influence in the
orld. Such were the Khrushchevites er}o ex-
ploited the successful construction of socialism in
the Soviet Union, and turned these successes on to
such a retrograde course that they created a new
class of the social-imperialist bourgeoisie to make
the Soviet Union an imperialist world power
which, together with the United States of America,
would rule the world. Stalin had forewarned the
‘party of this danger. Khrushchev himself admitted
to us that Stalin had said to them that they would.
sell out the Soviet Union to imperialism. And this
‘is what happened in fact. What he said has proved
true.
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| In the existing situation the peoples of the
world, the world proletariat, logical people with
pure hearts, can judge for themselves the correct-
ness of Stalin’s stands. But people can judge the
correctness of his Marxist-Leninist line only in a
broad political, ideological, economic and military
panorama.

Up till yesterday, the bourgeoisie and the
revisionists, falsifying history through their pro-
paganda_, have blackened Stalin’s activity in peo-~
ple’s . minds, but now that people are clear
about what the Khrushchevites, Titoites, Maoists
the «Eurocornmunists» and others are, and wha’::
the Hitlerites were, what the American imperial-
ists _and. world capitalism are, they know why
Stahn_.fqught, why the Bolsheviks fought, why the
pr_oletarlans and true Marxist-Leninists are fight—
ing, and what their enemies, the currents and
’Erends in the service of capitalism and the revision-
ists fight for. Those who think that communism
h.as «fal-led» always have been and will surely be
disappointed. Time is proving every day that our
doctrine is alive and omnipotent.

Any person who assesses Stalin’s work as a
Whol'e can. understand that the genius and com-
munist spirit of this outstanding personality are
rare in the modern world.

.Th_e great cause of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin, the cause of socialism and communism, is
the future of the world. -
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We Albanian communists have successfully
applied the teachings of Stalin, in the first place, in

~ order to have a strong steel-like Party, always

loyal to Marxism-Leninism, stern against the
class enemies, and have taken great care to pre-
serve the unity of thought and action in the Party
and to strengthen the unity of the Party with the
people. We have followed Stalin’s teachings on the
construction of socialist industry and the collecti-
vization of agriculture, and have scored major sue-
cesses. Our Party and people will fight for the
constant strengthening of the close alliance of the
working class with the peasantry under the leader-
ship of the working class. We will never be de-
ceived by the flattery and tricks of enemies,
whether internal or external, but will continue the
class struggle, both internally and externally, and
will always be vigilant towards their evil activity.
Otherwise, if we had not proved vigilant, if we
had not applied the teachings of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin faithfully, Albania would have
sunk into the mire of modern revisionism, would
no longer be independent and socialist, and we
would no longer have the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, but slavery to the imperialist-revisionist
powers. :
Our Party and people will continue the road
of Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, Viadimir Ulya-
nov-Lenin and Joseph Stalin. The future genera-
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tions of socialist Albania will loyally follow the -

line of their beloved Party,

The Albanians, communists and non-party
patriots, bow in respect to the memory of the
glorious teacher, J oseph Stalin. On the occasion of
the centenary of his birth, we remember with
devotion the man who helped us, who enabled us
to multiply the forces of our people whom the
Party made the all-powerful masters of their own
destiny. For the deed of the liberation and the
construction of socialism in our country also we
are indebted to the internationalist aid of Stalin.
His rich and very valuable experience has guided
us on our road and in our activity.

In this jubilee year, our Party is engaged in
continuous wide-ranging activity to make the glori-
ous life and work of the great Marxist-Leninist
Joseph Stalin even better known. All the activity
of our Party, from its founding to the present day,
testifies to its love and respect for and loyalty to
the immortal doctrine of our great classics, and
hence to the ideas of Joseph Stalin. And so it will
be in our country, generation after generation.

I, as a militant of the Party, as one of its lead-
ers, whom the Party has honoured by sending
me several times to- meet Comrade Stalin, to talk
with him about ouyr problems, our situation and
to seek his advice and help, have tried to record
my recollections of these meetings at the proper
time, just as I have felt and seen the behaviour of
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tali rds the representative of a_small party

‘ S:%h;leggl‘;alike ours. In making these simple mem-:
irs available for publication, I proceeded from--
he desire to help our communists, }Jvorklng_peo-rh
plé and youth become accgamted with the figure

eat and immortal man. . .

E: Of thIaIl;E tgﬁ‘is glorious anniversary, I bow in 'devotllfn

“and loyalty to the Party and the people t a}
_gave birth to me, raised me and tempered me, aﬁ ”
to Joseph Stalin who has given me such Valgal fet
_advice for the happiness of my peol?le and left
“indelible memories in my heart and rnmc.l.

. For us Marxist-Leninists and t.he mnumer—:
~able sympathizers with the lofty 1d_eals of the
: -'vv'norking class throughout the Woﬂd, tltns -cent'cenar@
- must serve to strengthen the fighting unity o

. our ranks.

Now, the commemoration of this great ju-
bilee of Stalin’s birth is the time for grofound ri;
flection by honest people everywhere in tl-fe w?xd 7
to find the correct road, to dispfal from thel.r _mmhs:
the fog created by the capitalist .bourgeome, t &
revisionist bourgeoisie, with the aim of para.lysmgi
the revolutionary drive and the revolutmnarg
thought of the masses. Revolution.ary tho_ught and
action will lead the men of good will, the just men,
the men of the people, on .to the road of .the1_r.
escape from the yoke of capital. :



In commemorating Stalin and hj

the centel_lary of his birth, we Marxl;;i-i‘?;i]:ﬁ:tn
'lcaimot fail to address ourselves directly to th:
'peoples of the Soviet Union to tell them in th
most érank. and sincere manner: °
_. ou, who fought and trium

wmost dangerp_us enemies of humﬁg‘iagr ;‘irtg}f :lie
Pgimaer gfs} f::lahn. on gour lips, what are you going to

, are. " g0in, in si i

a0, ar greatgjubﬁe eo?remam silent on the occasion
L Since. they cannot concea

}b.nll.iant' work of Stalin, the Khi'usg::eh:;ailtl;er: n.d
.sml'n-sts, wheo left nothing unsaid -againstuhim m‘;l-
write some few feeble words about him. Bu;; it 13;
up tp_ypu, who carried out the Great October Rev-
‘olutlon,._ ;to_.remember your brilliant leader with
A%)rof.ound respect. Youmust destroy the dictatorial
| ascist regime which is hidden behind deceptive
‘_sloga_r_a_s__._ You must know that those who are lead-
ing you are fascists, chauvinists and imperialists
_’I.‘h_ey are pr.eparing you as cannon fodder fcoi-”a‘l
'flerce imperialist war, to kill the peoples and burn
_and dev_ast_a_t_e countries which had great hopes in
the Homeland of Lenin and Stalin. This is not
;‘:)I:f_tgthej pe];)lgles };)f the world want you to be. If
. o - on like thi .
Yo ko on I h;tés,yf)]:fy can no longer respect

- The peoples of the world

counterrevolutionary leaders, blelggﬁszo’;ﬁe F;I‘.c?)ii?cf
weapons they are producing, the parades in Red
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re and the military manoeuvres they are or-

izing, have become threatening to the peoples

| their freedom, just like those of American

perialism and world capitalism. The weapons

d the army in the Soviet Union are no longer in

_hands of the Soviet peoples and do not serve

he liberation of the world proletariat. On the

ontrary, they are intended to oppress the Soviet
d other peoples.

“You must understand and realize that the
snemies have long since turned you from the road
of the revolution. The Khrushchevite revisionists
Jre seeking to arouse in ‘you feelings of superiority
and domination over others. They claim they are
using your great strength allegedly to combat
American imperialism and world capitalism, but
this is false. Your rulers are in contradiction and
alliance with American imperialism and world
capitalism, not in the interests of the revolution,
“but because of their imperialist ambitions and
_ ‘greed for the division of spheres of influence and
- 'domination over the peoples. )

The peoples of the world are worried whether
you, the sons, grandsons and great-grandsons
of those glorious fighters who carried out the
Great October Socialist Revolution, you, the Sov-
iet proletarians, collective farmers, soldiers and
intellectuals, will proceed on this course hostile to
the peoples, on to which those who rule you have
led you, or will rise and fight on the revolution-
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ary road with the names of Lenin and Stalin on
your lips. The hope and desire of the world is
that you will take the road of the revolution and
march forward, shouting like your forbears: «za
Leninal», «za Stalina!»* for genuine socialism
and against: imperialism, social-imperialism and
revisionism. _

The traitor leadership does not inform you
correctly about the sufferings of other peoples who
are being killed in the streets in demonstrations
against the blood-thirsty capitalists and imperial-
ists. They do not tell you the truth about why the

people in Iran, thirsting for freedom and independ- -

ence, rise to their feet and topple the tyrannical
Shah, the tool of the American imperialists. The
Khrushchevite revisionist clique keep you in the
dark about the sufferings of the Arab peoples, the
peoples:of the "American continent and all the
continents of the world, because it is imperialism
and your treacherous leaders who inflict these
sufferings on'them. They tell you nothing about
how they oppress the peoples of Africa, using your
men and their vassals, you do not know about the
Intrigues the new Czars of the Kremlin hatch up
in the world, you are not told that the friends of
the Khrushchevites, the friends of your leader-
ship to whom Nikita Khrushchev and his follow-
ers, headed by Brezhnev, opened the road of
betrayal, are making common cause with the capi-

* «for Leninl», «for Stalint» (Russ).
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alists to the detriment of the working class and
. interests of their peoples. You don’t knpw_
any things about the sufferings and persecution
' honest people in your country, because the
resent gang which oppresses you is silent about
ch things. '

- You must know that the peoples have. risen
revolution, that they are fighting heroically,
hile you, who constitute a great force, allow your
tor leaders to oppress you, delude you and put
ou to sleep.

- A gang of overlords has turned your country
1to a social-imperialist power. The road to salva-
‘tion is that of the revolution which Marx, Engels,
‘Lenin and Stalin have taught us. The _Brezhnevs,
*}Kosygins, Ustinovs and Yakubovskys, like the Sol-
zhenitsyns and Sakharovs, are counterrevolu-
_tionaries and as such must be overthrown and
‘liquidated. _
':}%qul%{ou are a great power, but you have to regain
“the trust of the world proletariat, the trust of
the peoples of the world, that great trust that
“Lenin and Stalin created through work and strug-
gle. You must not delay reflecting deeply about
your future and that of mankind. The time has
come for you to become what you were wl.le_n
Lenin and Stalin were alive — glorious partici-
:pants in the proletarian revolution. There.fore, you
must not remain under the yoke of enemies of the
vevolution and the peoples, enemies of the freedom
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iR

and independence of states Youm
. ust never allo
yours%:rles to become tools of an imperialism Whicz
1S seeking to emslave the pe i ini
oo ng beoples, using Leninism
- If you follow the road of the r i
: ilc . evolution and
Marmsm-Lemmsm, if you link yourselves closely
W,-l,th the world proletariat, then American imperi-
a;)llsm and the decgying capitalism in general will
: ;e shak%l to their very foundations, the face of
Wor . - . . .
ey will be changed and Socialism  wil]

You, the Soviet peoples, Soviet workers, col-

lective farmers and soldiers, have great responsi-

bilities and duties to mankind, You can
thesg dujcles honourably by refusing to tolellj"zltq:ciclilne%
dom1r_1at10n. of the barbarous clique which now
prex_ralls over the once glorious Bolshevik Party of
LemrIl and Stalin and over you.

N your country the party is n ‘
Marxist-Leninist. party. Yc];)u nslrust bt?ﬂdloggil;\;
Earty of the Lenin-Stalin type through struggle
You must understand that the Soviet Union is no
long__er a-union of peoples for freedom, in full har-
mony- with one another. It was Bolshevism which
succeeded - in creating the fraternal unity of the
peoples of. th_e Soviet Union. Revisionism has done-
the Opposite: it has split the peoples of your coun-
try, .hag'--aroiJsed chauvinism in every republic |
has incited hostility amongst them, has aroused
the hatred of other peoples against the Russian
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eople,; who were the vanguard in the revolution.
der-the leadership of Lenin and Stalin.
Will you go on allowing yourselves to be down--
dden? Will you go on allowing the deepening of
 process of bourgeois degeneration in all fields.
life in your country, as the revisionists are do-
2::Will you accept the yoke of a new capital,
nder the cloak of a false socialism?
“~“We Albanian communists and people, like-
*the communists and freedom-loving peo--
les of the world, have Ioved the true socialist Sov-
et:Union of the time of Lenin and Stalin. We re-.
olutely follow the road of Lenin and Stalin and
ave faith in the great revolutionary strength of
he Soviet peoples, the Soviet proletariat, and that.
s'why we are convinced that this strength will
gradually express itself, through struggle and sac~
ifices, will be built up to the level the time de-
-mands and will smash Soviet social-imperialism to
~its very foundations.
- The revolution and sacrifices you will make-
~will not weaken your country but will revive the
“true soclalist Soviet Union. They will overthrow
- the socialimperialist dictatorship and the Soviet
Union will emerge from this stronger than ever.
In this glorious work you will have the support of-
all the peoples of the world and the world prolet-
ariat. The strength of the ideas of socialism and
communism is based on this revolutionary over-.
- -throw and not on the empty words and underhand:
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:actions of the clique ruling you. Only in this way,
proceeding on this course, will the genuine eom-
munists, the Marxist-Leninists everywhere in the
‘world, be able to defeat imperialism and world
«capitalism. They will assist the peoples of the
world to liberafe themselves, one after the other,
will assist great China fo set out on the genuine
road to socialism and not become a superpower so
-that it, too, can rule the world, by transforming
itself into a third partner in the predatory wars
-which American imperialism, Soviet social-impe-
‘rialism and the clique of Hua Kuo-feng and Teng
Hsiao-ping which is ruling in China at present,
-are preparing. '

In this glorious jubilee, we Albanian com-
‘munists, as loyal pupils of Lenin and Stalin and
soldiers of the revolution, remind you to think
over these problems, vital to you and the world,
because we are your brothers, your comrades in
-the cause of the proletarian revolution and the lib-
-eration of the peoples. If you follow the road of
the predatory, imperialist war, on which your re-
negade - leaders are taking you, then, without
-doubt, we shall remain enemies of your system
-and your counterrevolutionary actions., This is as
<lear as the light of the day. It cannot be other-
‘Wwise.

When we are convinced that we are acting
correctly, we Albanian communists, linked with
our people like flesh to bone, do not heave to in

48

-the face of even the fiercest storm. And we are

onvinced that we shall weather any storm, just
s the Bolshevik Party and the Soviet power did,

“just as the great Captains of the revolution, Lenin
-and Stalin, weathered them.

4 — 125 A. 49 .



MEMOIRS

Frem my meetings with
Stalin




FIRST MEETING
July 1947

The exiernal situation of the PRA. Iis re-
lations with the neighbouring states and the
Anglo-Americans. The Corfu Channel incident
and the Hague Couri. The political, economic
and social-class gituation in Albania, Stalin’s all-
round interest in and high estimation of our
country, people and Party. «For a party to be
in power and remain illegal, doesn’t make senses,
«Your Communist Party can call itself the Party
of Labours,

. On July 14, 1947 T arrived in Moscow at the
head of the first official delegation of the Govern-
“ment of the People’s Republic of Albania and the
Communist Party of Albania on a frlendly visit
to the Soviet Union.

#:> The joy of my comrades and I, that we were
-appomted by the Central Committee of the Party-
togo to Moscow where we would meet the great
Stalin, was indescribable. Since the time when we
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first became acquainted with the Marxist-Leninist
theory, we had always dreamed, night and day,
of meeting Stalin. During the period of the Anti-
fascist National Liberation War this desire had
grown even stronger. Next to the outstanding
figures of Marx, Engels and Lenin, Comrade
Stalin was exfremely respected and dear to us,
because his teachings led us to the founding of the
Communist Party of Albania as a party of the
Leninist type, inspired us during the National
Liberation War and were helping us in the con-
siruction of socialism,

The talks with Stalin and his advice would
be a guide in the great and arduous work which
we were: doing to consolidate the victories
achieved. :

For all these reasons, our first visit to the
Soviet Union was a cause for jindescribable joy and
great satisfaction not only for the communists
and for us, the members of the delegation, but
also for the entire Albanian people, who had been
eagerly awaiting this visit and hailed it with great
enthusiasm.

As we saw with our own eyes and felt in our
hearts, Stalin and the Soviet Government wel-
comed our delegation in a very cordial and warm
manner, with sincere affection. During the twelve
days of our stay in Moscow we met Comrade
Stalin several times, and the talks which we held
with him, his sincere, comradely advice and in-
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structions, have remained and will remain forever
dear to us.

' The day of my first meeting with Joseph
Vissarionovich Stalin will remain unforgettable.
Tt was the 16th of July 1947, the third day of our
stay in Moscow. It was an extraordinary day from
the outset: in the morning we went to the Mauso-
leum of the great Lenin where we bowed our heads
in deep respect before the body of the brilliant
leader of the revolution, before that man whose
name and colossal work was deeply engraved in
our minds and hearts, and had enlightened us on
‘the glorious road of our struggle for freedom, the
revolution and socialism. On this occasion, in the
name of the Albanian people, our Communist
‘Party and in my own name personally, I laid a
‘wreath of many-coloured flowers at the entrance
to the Mausoleum of the immortal Lenin. From
_ there, after visiting the graves of the valiant fight-
ers of the October Socialist Revolution, the out-
standing militants of the Bolshevik Party and the-
Soviet state, buried in the walls of the Kremlin, we
went to the Central Museum of Vladimir Ilyich
Lenin. For more than two hours we went from
one hall to the other, acquainting ourselves at
first-hand with documents and exhibits which
reflected in detail the life and outstanding work
of the great Lenin. Before we left, in the Visitors’



Book of the Museum, among others, I also wrote
these words: «The cause of Lenin will live on
forever in the future generations. The memory
of him will live forever in the hearts of the Alba-
nian people».

That same day, full of indelible impressions
and emotions, we were received by the disciple
and loyal continuer of the work of Lenin, Joseph
Vissarionovich Stalin, who talked with wus at
length. '

From the beginning he created such a comi-
radely atmosphere that we were very quickly re-
lieved of that natural emotion which we felt when
we entered his office, a large room, with a long
table for meetings, close to his writing desk. Only
a few minutes after exchanging the initial cour-
tesies, we felt as though we were not talking to
the great Stalin, but sitting with a comrade,
whom we had met before and with whom we had
talked many times. I was still young then, and the
representative of a small party and country, there-
fore, in order to create the warmest and most
comradely atmosphere for me, Stalin cracked
some jokes and then began to speak with affection
and great respect -about our people, about their
militant traditions of the past and their heroism in
the National Liberation War. He spoke quietly,
calmly and with a characteristic warmth which
put me at ease. B
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‘Among other things, Comrade Stalin told us
it he felt deep admiration for our pegple as
very ancient people of the Balkan region and
ith a long and valorous history. B
~ «I have acquainted myself, especially, with
ie heroism displayed by the Albanian people
uring the Anti-fascist National Liberation War,»
& continued, «but, of course, this knowledge of
ime cannot be broad and deep enough. There-
fore, I would like you to tell us a little about your
‘country, your people and the problems which are
worrying you today.»

" After this, I began tospeak and gave Comr_ade-
Stalin & description of the long and glorious
‘historic road of our people, of their ceaseless
wars for freedom and independence. I dwelt in
particular on the period of the years of our Na-
tional Liberation War, spoke about the f-ound1.ng_
of our Communist Party as a party of the Lenin-
ist type, about the decisive role it played and was.
playing as the only leading force in the war and the
offorts of the Albanian people to win the freedom
and independence of the Homeland, to overthrow
the old feudal-bourgeois power, to set up the new
people’s power and to lead the country success-
fully towards profound socialist tljansformatl-ons.“
Availing myself of this opportunity, I thank'ed;_
Comrade Stalin once again and expressed o him
the deep gratitude of the Albanian communists
and the entire Albanian people for the ardent sup-.
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port which the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, the Soviet Government and he personally
had given our people and Party during the years
of the war and were giving after the liberation of
the Homeland.
I went on to describe to Comrade Stalin the

deep-going political, economic and social trans-
formations which had been carried out and were
being consolidated, step by step, in Albania in
the first years of the people’s power. «The inter-
nal political and economic situation of Albania,» I
told him among other things, «has improved ap-
preciably. These improvements have their base

in the correct understanding of the need to over-
come. the difficulties and in the great efforts of

the people and the Party to overcome these dif-
ficulties with toil and sweat. Our people are con-

vinced of the correctness of their road and have

unshakeable confidence in the Communist Party,

the Government of our People’s Republic, in their
own constructive forces, and in their sincere
friends, and day by day are carrying out the tasks
set to them, with a high level of mobilization,
self-denial and enthusiasm.»

Comrade Stalin expressed his joy over the
successes-of our people and Party in their work
of construction and was interested to learn some-
thing more about the situation of classes in our
country. He was especially interested in our work-
ing class and peasantry. He asked a lot of ques-
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ions about these two classes of our society, about

which we exchanged many ideas that were to serve

er in organizing a sound work in the ranks
gfs _tll?e;c WOnrking class and the poor aI:ld mld-dl'e peas-
':éntry, and were to help us, alsp, in defining the
gtands that should be maintained towards the
_wealthy elements of the city and the kulaks in
~ the countryside.

«The overwhelming majority of our people»,

I told Comrade Stalin, among other things, in

I to his questions, «is comprised of poor peas-
gill?clsﬁ,f and nec}l(t come the middle peasants. We Iﬁave
a working class small in numbers, then we have
quite a large number of craftsmen and ’FOWI}E-
people engaged in petty commerce, and a minori ly
of intellectuals. All these masses of Workl-ng people
responded to the call of our Communist .Partyé
were mobilized in the war for the liberation o
the Homeland and now are closely linked with the
and the people’s power.» .
PFﬂJCE:Has the v&ljorlging class of Albania any tradi-
tion of class struggle?» Comrade Stalin asked. 1
«Before the liberation of the country,» I told
him, «this class was very small. It had just been

earners, apprentices or artisans dispersed ain-?c?lg.
"small enterprises and workshops. In the past, ?C
workers in some towns of our country came ?L(l_'l :
in strikes, but these were small and uncoordinated,

" due both to the small number of the workers and
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created and was made up of a number of wage



to the lack of organization in i :
; . trade-u ~
specjclve of this,» I told Comrade Stalin Iigﬂi (:Igf§~-
munist Party was founded as a party 0% the work-
Ilng.c%asg, which would be led by the Marxist~
Leninist ideology and would express and defend the-
interests of the proletariat and the broad work-
;régas ?isses, 11111 t}lile first place, of the Albanian
santry, which consti jori :
D nstituted the majority of our
Comrade Stalin asked us in detai :
s in n detail about the
| co-untryl.l of the middle and poor peasants in our
In reply to his questions, I
. : , I told Comrade
;Stahn about the policy which our Party had fol(-e
owed, and the great, all-round work it had done-
:ane_lts founding in order to find support among -
e pe%santry and to win it over to its side |
«We acted in that way,» I said, «pr edi

| 7, d, «proceeding:
not only from the Marxist-Leninist prigciple tila%:

the peasantry is the closest and most natural ally

Ec)li tl;e proletariat in the revolution, but also from
t'hs. act tl'll:lt tlr.le peas_rftntry in Albania constitutes.
th overwhelming majority of the population and

rough tl-le centuries has been characterized by
grea-t patriotic and revolutionary traditions.» Conz
sliltlzf;?g our falk, I tried to describe the economic
. coi(lmt of the peasants after the liberation of'
the ¢ ntry, as ngl as their cultural and technical

vel. Besides affirming the lofty virtues of our
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peasantry as patriotic, hard-working, closely
nked with the soil and the Homeland, and thirst~
g for freedom, development, and progress, I also
;spoke of the pronounced hangovers of the past and
‘the economic and cultural backwardness of our
_peasantry, as well as of its deeply implanted petty-
bourgeois mentality. «Our Party,» I stressed, «has
“had to fight with all its strength against this situa-
" tion and we have achieved some successes, but we
“are aware that we must fight harder and more per-

_so that it will embrace and implement the line
_of the Party at every step.» :
Comrade Stalin replied: «In general, the
peasants are afraid of communism at first because
{hey imagine that the communists will take the
land and everything they have. The enemies;» he
continued, «talk a great deal to the peasants in
this direction with the aim of detaching them

ing them away from the policy of the party and
the road of socialism. Therefore the careful and
far-sighted work of the Communist Party is very
important, as you also said, to ensure that the
peasantry links itself indissolubly with the party
-and the working class.» -.

On this occasion, I also gave Comrade Stalin
a general outline of the social-class structure of our
Party and explained that this structure faithfully

sistently in order to make the peasantry conscious,

from the alliance with the working class and turn-

reflected the very social structure of our people.

.



«This is the reason,» I said, «why communists of
peasant social status at present comprise the largest
number of the members of our Party, The policy
of our Party in this direction is that, step by step,
parallel with the growth of the working class, the
number of worker communists should increase
respectively.» | _
While assessing the policy which our Party
had followed towards the masses in general and the
peasantry in particular as correct, Comrade
Stalin gave us some valuable, comradely advice
abput our work in the future. Apart from other
things, he expressed the opinion that since the big-
gest percentage of its members were peasants, our
Communist Party should call itself «The Party
of I'Jabour of Albania». «However,» he stressed,.
«this is only an idea of mine, because it is you,
your Party, that must decide.»
After thanking Comrade Stalin for this val-
uable idea, I said: '
«We shall put forward your proposal at the
Ist Congress of the Party for which we are pre~
paring, and I am confident that both the rank-
gnd—file of the Party and its leadership will find
it appropriate and endorse it». Then I went on to
expound to Comrade Stalin our idea about mak-~
ing our Party completely legal at the congress
which we were preparing. - R
«In reality,» I said among other things, «our
Communist Party has been and is the only force
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which plays the leading role in the entire life of
the country but formally it still retains its semi-
illegal status. It seems to us incorrect that this
situation should continue any longer.»!
" «Quite right, quite right,» replied Comrade
Stalin. «For a party to be in power and remain il-
legal or consider itself illegal, doesn’t make sense.»
“ Going on to other questions, in connection
with our armed forces, I explained to Comrade
Stalin that the overwhelming majority of our
army, which had emerged from the war, was made
up of poor peasants, young workers and city in-
tellectuals. The cadres of the army, the command-
ing officers had emerged from the war and had
gained their experience of leadership in the course
‘of the war.

I also spoke about the Soviet instructors we al~
ready had and asked him to send us some more.

1 The 11th Plenum of the CC of the CPA which met from
13-24th of September 1948 and the 1st Congress of the CPA de-
cided on the complete and immediate legalization of 1the CPA,
Both the Plenum and the Congress considered the keeping ot
the Party until shat time in a semi-illegal status a mistake
which had come about as a result of the pressure and influence
of the Trotskyite Yugoslav leadership, which, for ulterior mo-
tives, while considering the Front the main leading force of
_the country, demanded that the Party should be merged with
the Front, hence underrating and negating the Communist Par-
ty itself and its leading role both in the Front and in the whole
life of the country. o o o




«Having insufficient experience,» I said, «the pol-
itical work we carry out in the ranks of the army
is weak, therefore I requested that they examined
this question in order to help us raise the political
work in the army to a higher level. It is true that
we also have Yugoslav instructors,» I said, «and I
cannot say that they have no experience at all,
but, in fact their experience is limited. They, too,
have emerged from a great national liberation
war, nevertheless, they cannot be compared with
the Soviet officers.»

After speaking about the high morale of our

- army, about its discipline, as well as a series of .

other problems, I asked Comrade Stalin to assign
me a Soviet comrade with whom I would talk at
greater length about the problems of our army and
its needs for the future in more detail.

And then I raised the problem of strengthen-

ing our coastal defences.

' «In particular, we need to strengthen the de-
fences of Sazan Island and the coast of Viora and
Durrés,» I said, «because these are very delicate

positions. The enemy has attacked us there on -

two occasions. Later we could be attacked there
by the Anglo-Americans or the Italians.»

«As for the strengthening of your coastal de-
fences,» saild Comrade Stalin -among other
things, «I agree with you. For our part, we shall
help you, but the arms and other means of de-

fence must be used by Albanians and not by Sov--
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et forces. True, the mechanism of some of them
5 a bit comphcated but you must send your pec-
ple here to learn how to use them.»

 In connection with my request about sending
political instructors for the army to Albania, Com—-
rade Stalin said that they could not send us any
_more, because in order to work well, they must
know the Albanian language and should also have
- good knowledge of the situation and life of the
Albanian people. «Therefore,» he advised us, «it
~would be better for us to send people to the Sov-
- iet Union to learn from the Soviet experlence and
~apply this experience themselves in the ranks of
'the Albanian People’s Army.»

_ Then, Comrade Stalin mqulred about the at-
- tempts of internal reaction in Albania and our
- stand towards it.

' «We have struck and continue to strike hard
at internal reaction,» I told him. «We have had
successes in our struggle to expose and defeat it.
As for the physical liquidation of enemies, this
has been done either in the direct clashes of our
forces with the bands of armed criminals, or ac-
cording to verdicts of people’s courts in the trials
of traitors and the closest collaborators of the oc-
cupiers. Despite. the successes achieved, we still
cannot say that internal reaction is no longer ac-
tive. It is not capable of organizing any really
dangerous attack upon us, but st111 it-is maklng
propaganda against us.
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«The external enemy supports the internal
enemy for its own purposes. External reaction
tries to assist, encourage, and organize the inter-
nal enemy by means of agents, whom it has sent
in by land or by air. Faced with the endeavours
pf the enemy, we have raised the revolutionary
vigilance of the working masses. The people have
captured these agents and a number of trials have
been held against them. The public trials and sen-
tences have had a great educational effect among
the people and have aroused their confidence in
the strength of our people’s state power, and their

respect for its justice. At the same time, these -

trials have exposed and demoralized the reaction-
ary forces, both internal and external.»

In the talks that followed with Comrade
Stalin we devoted an important place to problems
of the external situation, especially the relations
of our state with the neighbouring countries. First,
I outlined the situation on our borders, spoke of

the good relations we had with the Federal Peo-~
ple’s Republic of Yugoslavia, while I dwelt in par-
ticular on our relations with Greece, in order to

explain the situation on our southern border. I
stressed that the Greek monarcho-fascists, who
failed to realize their dream of «Greater Greecer
that is, of seizing Southern Albania, were still
committing innumerable border provocations.
«Their aim,» I told Comrade Stalin, «is to create a
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enflagration on our border, and in the wake of
ewar, to create a tense situation in the relations
etween Greece and us.» I explained that we were
ing, as far as we were able, to avert the pro-
ocations of the Greek monarcho-fascists, and not
espond to them. «Only when they go too far from
me to time an